Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                 March 13, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Nathanial Wright, Gwen Campbell, Marsha Kelley, Preston Gooden, Gary Collis, Steve Christian, Stefanie Morton, Alan Davis, Mike Hofe, Shawn Cook, James Lee, Richard Sussmann

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Nathanial Wright of the Lily of the Valley Evangel Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Purchase Order Log – Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 13 to the Martinsburg Animal Hospital in the amount of $378.50 for a dog that was struck by a car in the Town of Hedgesville.  He asked why the County has to pay for an incident that happened in the municipality of Hedgesville.  Ms. Hammond stated that the County does not have an agreement with the Town of Hedgesville like we do with the City of Martinsburg.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the staff contact Mayor Catlett of Hedgesville and create an agreement with them.

3. Approval of Minutes – The minutes of the February 15, 2008 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for approval.

4. Resignations – The Commission received resignations from Brian Hopkins effective March 21, 2008 and from Chris Eurice effective immediately.  Mr. Hopkins worked as an Assistant Engineer in the Engineering Office and Mr. Eurice worked as an Assistant Planner in the Planning Commission Office.

5. Commission Calendars – Months of March and April

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of March and April

7. Petition to Include Subdivision Streets – Attachment A – ATV Ordinance – Fieldstone Subdivision.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the aforementioned issues is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented an application for correction of assessment for Gemcraft Homes in Inwood, WV.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the correction of assessment as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



Mr. Gooden also presented a list of exonerations for six properties.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



The County Commissioners attended the following meetings over the last week:

1. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Commissioner Stubblefield.

2. Region 9 – Commissioner Stubblefield.

3. Berkeley County Development Authority – Commissioner Stubblefield.

4. 911 Advisory Committee – Commissioner Stubblefield.

5. Town Meeting-Gerrardstown – Commissioner Stubblefield.

6. WVCORP Risk Pool – Commissioner Collins.

7. Board of Realtors – President Teufel.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action




No action was taken on vacancies at today’s meeting.

Re:

Legislative Issues Report – Discussion/Action

Ms. Hammond stated that she received an e-mail from Vivian Parsons of the County Commissioners’ Association of WV listing the status of the Bills that passed in the 2008 Regular Legislative Session.  A copy of that e-mail is included in the Commissioners packets today.  A copy of the listing is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Resolution – Route 9 Renaming Request – Discussion/Action

A resolution requesting the renaming of Route 9 to the Frank Woodruff Buckles Highway was presented to the Commission for approval.  Mr. Buckles is the last surviving American who fought in World War I and is an area resident.  President Teufel read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  A copy of the resolution is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Steve Christian, BCDA

Resolution of Participation – Certified Development Community Program – Discussion/Action


Steve Christian, Executive Director of the Berkeley County Development Authority, came before the County Commission to request approval of a resolution stating that Berkeley County is a Certified Development Community.  A copy of the resolution was included in the Commissioners’ packet.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  A copy of the resolution is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Certificate Presentation – Berkeley County Planning Commission



Stefanie Morton and Chris Eurice – Discussion/Action

The County Commission invited County Planner Director Stefanie Morton and Chris Eurice to today’s meeting to formally present each one of them with a Certificate of Completion for Flood Map User Training.  Mr. Eurice did not attend today’s meeting.  Commissioner Collins presented the Certificate to Ms. Morton and congratulated her on her accomplishment.  A copy of Ms. Morton’s Certificate is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Shawn Cook, Twenty-third Circuit Probation Office



Community Corrections Grant Program – Discussion/Action



Mark Hofe, Twenty-third Circuit Probation Office



Security Badge Approval – Discussion/Action

Shawn Cook and Mark Hofe of the Twenty-third Circuit Probation Office came before the County Commission regarding a Community Corrections Grant Program.  Mr. Cook stated that this grant will help the County save a lot of money on the regional jail bills because it will keep non-violent offenders from entering the regional jail thus reduce the jail bill by 1.5 million dollars.  James Lee of the First Circuit Court of West Virginia stated that there is a 30% match that will have to be met and a Board will have to be created.  A day reporting center would be established through Home Confinement.  Mr. Cook stated that there is a time crunch because the grant is due in Charleston by April 4, 2008.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we have been making the same suggestion for eight or nine months and he said that we need to get the group together and discuss the program.  Mr. Bentley stated that he met with Mr. Cook last week and we are prepared to meet with the Sheriff on the issue.  President Teufel stated that he was supportive of the idea then he requested that the issue be placed on next week’ agenda for action.  

Mr. Bentley stated that he would like to see the Probation Officers from another county who frequents the Judicial Center to have a swipe card for entry.  Commissioner Collis asked Mr. Hofe to provide a list of those Officers and we will see that they obtain a card.

Re:

Richard A. Sussmann, Hamstead and Associates, LLC



Hensell Heights Homeowner’s Association Petition – Discussion/Action

Richard Sussmann of Hamstead and Associates came before the County Commission on behalf of the Hensell Heights Homeowner’s Association.  Mr. Bentley stated that the homeowners presented a petition for a maintenance association.  He stated that 60% of the homeowners, who are registered voters, need to sign the petition.  Mr. Sussmann stated that there are 69 lots in the subdivision and 58 homeowners signed the petition.  Mr. Bentley stated that he looked at the petition and found it to be well put together.  He informed Mr. Sussmann that it has to be advertised as a Class I ad a week prior to the public hearing.  Following a brief discussion regarding scheduling dates, Commissioner Collins made a motion to hold the public hearing on April 10, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. for the Hensell Heights Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the petition is attached to this set of minutes. 

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



HOME Funds 2008 Allocation – Usage Plan – Discussion/Action

Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission regarding the HOME funds allocation for 2008.  Mr. Davis stated that during the first year of funding the County’s allocation was $170,004.00.  He said that 50 packets were distributed and he has an appointment with an employee of Blue Ridge CTC and that employee is ready to submit the packet for consideration.  Mr. Davis stated that he and President Teufel met with the Board of Education to discuss the funding and President Teufel also did a presentation yesterday.

Mr. Davis stated that the County’s allocation for 2008-09 is in the amount of $164,528.00 which reflects a decrease from last year.  He said that the good news is; the County does not have to come up with a match this year.  

Mr. Davis stated that he is requesting to use the 2008-09 HOME funding to continue the Program.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the request as presented by Mr. Davis.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Items from the Public

Jim Snyder, Chip Mason and Julie Arrowood, all of the Townes of Topaz Homeowner’s Association, came before the County Commissioners under “Items from the Public” regarding several problems that exists within that subdivision.  A packet of information was provided to each of the Commissioners.  Mr. Snyder stated that they need assistance to solve several problems that include roads and drainage in the subdivision.  He said that they do not want the County to release the bond monies back to the developer. 

Chip Mason then approached the bench and stated that a letter was forwarded to Mr. Van Wagner, developer, after a meeting with the Planning Commission earlier this week.  Stefanie Morton, County Planner Dirctor, stated that the lots were reviewed by a prior staff and the development was established as a minor subdivision.  She said that the Planning Commission has not gotten any response from the developer.  Ms. Morton stated that she would be sending a letter to pull the bond.  Mr. Bentley stated that he met with Mr. Van Wagner and he made a lot of promises that he has never kept.  He said that he is in the process of drafting a letter to the developer regarding pulling the bond and then hiring someone to finish the job. 

 President Teufel stated that the Commission can not take any action today because the issue was not on the agenda.  Ms. Morton stated that she would take care of the issue and keep everyone posted.  A copy of the information provided to the Commissioners by the group is attached to this set of minutes.  

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Budget Worksession #2



Fiscal Year 2008-2009 – Discussion

Budget Worksession #2 was scheduled today at 2:00 p.m.  Ms. Hammond stated that she had some very good news for the Commission.  She relayed information on revenues generated by the County Commission during fiscal year 2007-08 

 She said that the County Official accounts reflect a 5% reduction.  Ms. Hammond stated that each department will not have a breakdown on the account.  She said that the Commission will provide them with a bottom line and then they will be requested to prepare their budget and present it to finance for entering purposes.  Ms. Hammond stated that the County Commission’s department budget reflects a 10% reduction.  She said that two accounts are salary only accounts and one account can not do a 10% reduction without addressing salary.  Ms. Hammond stated that the figures that have been presented today are balanced.

A copy of each department’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Report



State Budget Revision #5 – Discussion/Action

Order Establishing Fund Account – Parks and Recreation – Recreation Center – Discussion/Action

Correspondence Response – Quebecor World, Inc. Tax Issue – Discussion/Action

Notification of Governor’s Community Participation Project Grant Award – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. State Budget Revision #5 – Ms. Hammond presented the Commissioners with State Budget Revision #5 for their approval.  The Budget Revision reflected Inspection Fees on the receipt side and various departments on the expenditure side.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the document and approve the resolution that will accompany the paperwork to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the Budget Revision is attached to this set of minutes.

2. Order Establishing Fund Account-Parks and Recreation-Recreation Center – An Order to establish Fund 174 for Parks and Recreation.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  A copy of the Order is attached to this set of minutes.

3. Correspondence Response-Quebecor World, Inc Tax Issue – A correspondence was received from the State Tax Department regarding an error in assessment of Quebecor World, Inc.  The letter stated that the State Tax Department recommended that the Sheriff’s Office handle the details of the tax credit.  A full packet of this information will be forwarded to the Assessor’s Office for their file.  A copy of the correspondence and the action that was taken when presented to the Commission for exoneration is attached to this set of minutes.

4. Notification of Governor’s Community Participation Project Grant Award – A letter was received from the Senator John Yoder informing the Commission that a grant from the Governor’s Community Participation Project, in the amount of $10,000.00 was awarded to the County.

5. Insurance Claims – Ms. Hammond stated that there are two claims, one for the Prosecuting Attorney in the amount of $2,500.00 and one regarding the trolley accident in the amount of $560.00, that were submitted to the Board of Risk Management.  The deductible amounts will appear on future purchase logs.

6. Finance Committee Meeting – Ms. Hammond stated that no Finance Committee Meeting was held last week.

7. Budget for Fiscal Year 2008-09 – Ms. Hammond stated that the budget for fiscal year 2008-09 has to be in Charleston within 15 days.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



Approved:________________________________________________





Steven C. Teufel, President

