Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                  March 6, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Ed Taylor, Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Charles Hall, Gary Collis, Jay Russell, Gary Wine, Thomas McSwain, Jr., Rebecca McCloud, Maria Childers, Betty Beckley, W. Randy Smith, Patti Bennett, Dorothy LeFevre, Thomas Ressler, Terry Feiser, Robert Abruzzino, Alan Davis

Commissioner Stubblefield was out of town today and unable to attend the meeting.

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Ed Taylor of the First Baptist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  He stated that, if possible, he would like to move the morning session up.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

2. Purchase Order Log – President Teufel stated that on page 4 there is a purchase order for the Berkeley County Health Department in the amount of $18,014.50 for their quarterly allocation.  He requested that the purchase order be held until the end of the month.

3. Approval of Minutes – The minutes of the February 14, 2008 Commission meeting were presented for approval.

4. Resignation – The Commission received the resignation of Vicki Liotta effective March 14, 2008.  Ms. Liotta worked as a dispatcher at the 911 Center.  

5. Commission Calendars – Months of March and April.

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of March and April.

7. ATV Ordinance Attachment A – Honeywood Mills.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  A copy of the aforementioned issues is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



The County Commission was presented an application for correction of assessment from the Assessor’s Office for Marcia Reynolds.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the application for correction of assessment as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



The following Board and Commission meetings were attended by the members of the Berkeley County Commission:

1. Eastern Regional Emergency Services in Romney, WV – Commissioner Collins.

2. Elected Officials Meeting – Commissioner Collins.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that he would like to hold off on any action regarding the Sheriff’s Advisory Committee at this time.  He also stated that he would like a letter drafted and sent to the Water Resource Advisory Council requesting recommendations.

Re:

Legislative Issues Report and Responses – Discussion/Action

Norwood Bentley stated that the 911 fee will be taken off of the wireless pre-paid cell phones.  He also stated that Bill 614, that would help on Zoning and be an asset regarding the Gerrardstown issue, did not go anywhere.  Mr. Bentley stated that we have received little help from our delegation.  He said that we didn’t get anything regarding the Library fees and the County will have to cut some thing in the budget to meet that funding.  Mr. Bentley stated that the County didn’t get any help on the regional jail bills either.

Re:

Charles Hall, President, BCEAA



Gary Collis, Program Manager, BCEAA

Presentation of Annual Budget for Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority – Discussion/Action


Charles Hall and Gary Collis of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority came before the County Commission with a power point presentation of the annual budget.  Mr. Hall presented the information that included the Authority’s mission, accomplishments and improvement program.


Mr. Hall stated that the Authority collected more fees during the past year then were estimated.  He said that they now have three crews around the clock and an additional crew that works a twelve hour shift during the daytime hours from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  Their Plan for fiscal year 2008-09 was also presented.  A copy of the entire power point presentation is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor



Presentation of 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Mr. Russell presented the Commissioners with two options, one that exceeded last year’s funding amount.  He stated that he did make cuts in training and travel.  Mr. Russell stated that there are a number of companies that have been coming to our site to provide training at no cost to us.  A brief discussion took place regarding a new employee since there has been some talk of an upcoming resignation.  Mr. Russell stated that he would like the new person to be experienced in HVAC.  Commissioner Collins stated that he agreed with Mr. Russell that the County needs skilled personnel.  President Teufel also agreed and stated that it could pay long term dividends when the new HVAC is installed.  A copy of Mr. Russell’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Gary Wine, IT Director



Presentation of 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

IT Director Gary Wine came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Mr. Wine stated that he is trying to be very conservative.  He said that the funds allocated for vendors has decreased and he will be able to pull that money out and apply it somewhere else.  

Following a brief discussion, President Teufel stated that the Commission needs to make the Elected Officials and the Department Heads aware that there will be a reduction in their computer equipment lines.  That funding will be moved over to Mr. Wine’s budget to maintain.  A copy of Mr. Wine’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Rebecca McCloud – Potomac Headwaters RC&D



2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Rebecca McCloud of Potomac Headwaters RC&D came before the County Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. McCloud stated that she is requesting $1,200.00 for general administrative support.

A brief discussion took place regarding the group’s accomplishments in 2007, their fund raising activities and what they hope to accomplish in fiscal year 2008-09.

A copy of the Potomac Headwaters RC&D budget and their annual report is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Thomas McSwain, Jr., East Ridge Health Systems



2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Thomas McSwain, Jr. of East Ridge Health Systems came before the County Commissioners to present his budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Mr. McSwain stated that Berkeley County is one of thirteen Centers in West Virginia.  He said that they are experiencing funding shortages from the State and he is asking local governments and municipalities to help them fund $1,000,000.00 to maintain or make essential improvements to their facilities and equipment.  Mr. McSwain stated that if the County Commission could fund a vehicle it would be great. 

President Teufel stated that this is the first time that the East Ridge Health Systems has approached the County Commission.  He said that funding is very tight in the Commission.  He then asked Mr. McSwain if he had gotten any commitments from Morgan and/or Jefferson Counties.  Mr. McSwain responded by saying no.  President Teufel stated that the Commission’s pockets are very tight but if we can find the resources to help then we will do our best.  A copy of the East Ridge Health Systems’ budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

 Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of March – Discussion/Action



Scheduling of Estate Accounts – Month of March – Discussion/Action



Estate Hearing



Estate of Melvin L. “Sonny” Brown – Discussion/Action

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor, came before the Commission to present the estate accounts for the month of March.  Ms. Childers stated that there are 24 accounts.  President Teufel read the listing aloud.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the estate accounts for the month of March as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  A copy of the estate accounts listing is attached to this set of minutes.

A hearing on the estate of Melvin L. “Sonny” Brown was scheduled today at 11:40 a.m.  Ms. Childers stated that she would like to reschedule the hearing to another date since Jim Steptoe, Attorney at Law, was unable to attend today’s hearing.  Following a brief discussion regarding scheduling, the Commission agreed to reschedule the estate hearing to April 3, 2008 at 11:40 a.m.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m. today.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Presentation of Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Requests

Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the Commission to present his budgets for fiscal year 2008-09.  Sheriff Smith stated that his overall budgets have been cut by 10% with the exception of salary increases and publications in the Tax Office.  He said that he will not be requesting any new vehicles this coming fiscal year and what the Commission is looking at today can be cut even more.  A copy of each of the Sheriff’s budgets is attached to this set of minutes.

President Teufel stated that he has been looking at cross training employees in the Assessor’s Office and in the Tax Office so when the Assessor’s Office is not busy some of it’s personnel can go to the Tax Office and open envelopes.

Commissioner Collins stated that he wanted to commend the Sheriff on his assistance during the budget crunch.  He said that the Sheriff stepped up to the plate on day one.

Re:

Patti Bennett, Potomac Highlands Support Services



Presentation of Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request

Pattie Bennett, Program Director of Potomac Highlands Support Services, came before the Commissioners to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Bennett stated that she is requesting $3,000.00 to assist the Retired Senior Volunteer Program meet the requited in-kind match for its federal grant.  President Teufel asked Ms. Bennett if she will be approaching the City of Martinsburg for funding.  Ms. Bennett responded by saying yes.  President Teufel explained that the County’s budget is very tight this year but the Commission will try to help as much as possible.  A copy of the Potomac Highlands Support Services’ budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Interviews for Board and Commission Vacancies



Dorothy LeFevre – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services

Dorothy LeFevre was invited by the Commission to come in today for a brief interview.  Ms. LeFevre stated that she was born in Jefferson County and raised in Berkeley County.  She is a teacher with four children and eight grandchildren.  Ms. LeFevre stated that she is involved in 4-H and is currently the President of the CEOS.

President Teufel stated that the Berkeley Senior Services Board is a pretty good Board.  He said that the County owns the building and the City of Martinsburg helps.  President Teufel stated that the Board has 12 members and three-year terms.  Commissioner Collins stated that he has known Ms. LeFevre for years and he would go ahead and made a motion to appoint her to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:

Thomas Ressler

Citizen’s Complaint – Williamsport Pike Construction – Discussion/Action


Thomas Ressler came before the County Commissioners with a complaint regarding construction of a pole barn on property limited by deed restrictions to residential purposes only.  He said that the location of this construction is across the road from 6540 Williamsport Pike in Falling Waters, WV.  Mr. Ressler stated that the structure is bigger than a pole barn and it looks more like a commercial building.  He stated that he would like the permit, issued by the Berkeley County Engineering Office to be rescinded.


President Teufel stated that the Commission can not take any actions on subdivision restrictions.  Mr. Bentley agreed with President Teufel.  He said that if the resident uses the pole barn for commercial purposes then it would be up to the subdivision’s Homeowners Association to deal with the issue through civil litigation.

Re:

Interview for Board and Commission Vacancies



Robert Abruzzino – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services

The County Commissioners invited Robert Abruzzino to come in today for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  Mr. Abruzzino stated that he moved to Berkeley County in 1998 from Morgantown, WV.  He said that he has been in banking for 15 years; 10 years in Berkeley County.

President Teufel stated that the County Commission gives the Senior Services Board 100% support and the City of Martinsburg also helps out.  He said that there are a lot of Federal programs out there to make it possible to get a lot of things done.  

Ms. Hammond stated that there is one vacancy still on that Board.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to appoint Mr. Abruzzino to the Berkeley Senior Services Board effective March 24, 2008 for a full three-year term.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Report

Family Court Lease Agreement – Supreme Court of Appeals – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Family Court Lease Agreement – A lease agreement for the Family Court space at the Judicial Center was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  If approved, the lease payments would be in the amount of $6,800.00 per month and will be between the Berkeley County Commission and the West Virginia State Supreme Court.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to enter into the Agreement.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

2. Meeting Report – Ms. Hammond presented the Commissioners with a Meeting Report for the last week.  On Friday, February 29, 2008 the Court Security Grant for 2008 was packaged and forwarded to the State.  Ms. Hammond stated that also on Friday, February 29, 2008 the Certification of Valuation was received and work on the budget revenue numbers commenced for the 08-09 budget document.  A copy of the aforementioned information is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for personnel issues at 3:18 p.m.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  


President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session for personnel issues at 4:25 p.m.  


During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no actions were taken.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Approved:_______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

