Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                 February 28, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Marsha Kelley, Jenni Vincent, Rev. Jim Embrey, Gwen Campbell, Mike Folk, Jay Russell, Dave DeJarnett, Edgar Mason, Judy Mason, Robert Heavner, Bill Weis, Priscilla Newcomer, Mathew Mullenax, Stefani Morton, John W. Small, Jr., Mary Kackley, Virginia Sine, Pamela Games-Neely, Alan Davis, Judge David H. Sanders, Gary Wine

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Jim Embrey, Retired followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Purchase Order Log – President Teufel requested that the payment on the Jail Bill be held another week or two.  A copy of the purchase order is attached to this set of minutes. 

3. Approval of Minutes – February 11, 2008.  A copy of the minutes for the February 11, 2008 Commission meeting is attached to this set of minutes.

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Nothing to present this week.

5. Commissioner Calendars – Months of February and March – No discussion today.

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of February and March – No discussion today.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda with the aforementioned request from President Teufel to hold the payment of the Jail Bill.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



Assessor Preston Gooden did not have any applications or exonerations to present to the Commission today.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



The members of the Berkeley County Commission attended the following meetings over the last week:

1. Region 9 – Commissioner Stubblefield

2. Berkeley Senior Services – Commissioner Stubblefield

3. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Commissioner Stubblefield

4. West Virginia Extension Service – Commissioner Stubblefield

5. Berkeley County Planning Commission – Commissioner Collins

6. Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission – Commissioner Collins

7. WVCORP Risk Pool – Commissioner Collins

8. Finance Committee Meeting – Commissioner Collins

9. Home Consortium – President Teufel

10. Zoning & TDR Meeting scheduled for Friday, February 29, 2008

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

The issue of the vacancies on the Board of Senior Services was discussed.  Ms. Hammond stated that there are two full terms and one partial term on that Board.  President Teufel stated that the Commission interviewed Annie Otto last week and would be in favor of appointing her to the Senior Services Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to appoint Annie Otto to a full term on the Senior Services Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Legislative Issues Report and Responses – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that HB614, that addresses 8A, never left Committee.  He said that the Library Cap did not leave the Committee either; it was dead before it got there.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there are no Regional Jail subsequent bills for containment.  He said that the Homestead issue is not out of Committee at this point in time.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor



Request for Restricted Parking – Stephen Street – Discussion/Action

Surplus Designation – Cafeteria and Kitchen/Dunn Building – Discussion/Action


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission regarding a request for restricted parking on Stephen Street and a surplus designation concerning the cafeteria and kitchen in the Dunn Building.


The first issue was regarding restricted parking on Stephen Street.  Mr. Russell stated that he sent a letter to City Police Chief Ted Anderson requesting that the City of Martinsburg put up limited time parking signs on Stephen Street.  He said that Chief Anderson informed him that due to a decrease in revenues, the City wants the County to purchase the signs.  President Teufel asked Mr. Russell if he had a cost.  Mr. Russell stated that the signs would cost the County $300.00.  Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Russell if the signs could be erected in-house.  Mr. Russell replied by saying yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt it was a reasonable request.  He said that he would, however, request that a letter be forwarded to the Mayor regarding handicapped spaces.  President Teufel agreed.  Mr. Russell stated that he met with Teresa Noll of CTC and she will be forwarding letters to the students stating that they must park in the lower parking lots.  He said that he is hopeful that the students will heed the direction.


The next issue was regarding surplus equipment.  Mr. Russell stated that he met with Commissioner Collins and DMJM regarding the cafeteria and kitchen area of the Dunn Building.  DMJM will be putting temporary cubicles in the cafeteria when the roofing work commences.  Mr. Russell stated that he met with a company regarding the cleaning of the kitchen and they showed interest in purchasing the equipment.  He said that another person was contacted and there are two individuals who are interested.  Mr. Russell stated that he would like to put out an RFP.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to declare the kitchen and bar equipment as surplus and to put out an RFP.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Mike Keller, Bowles Rice McDavid Graff and Love



Annexation Petitions – City of Martinsburg – Discussion/Action

Dave DeJarnett represented Mike Keller today regarding 7 annexation petitions from the City of Martinsburg.  Original petitions for each property were given to the Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the documents and everything seems to be in order for the Commission to take action.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the petitions for the 7 properties for annexation within the limits of the City of Martinsburg.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of all seven petitions is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Priscilla Newcomer



Edgar Mason, Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority



Waste Removal Costs for Single Resident – Discussion/Action



Noise Complaint – Route 9 – Discussion/Action

Pricilla Newcomer came before the Commission regarding the waste removal cost for single residents in the County.  She explained that, on most occasions, she usually has one bag of trash to put out for pickup.  Ms. Newcomer stated that she felt that something should be done to change the rates from one set rate for everyone to a “per bag” cost.  Edgar Mason of the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority approached the bench and stated that he didn’t disagree with Ms. Newcomer.  He said that the Solid Waste Authority has been working with the public for sometime now to encourage recycling and the Public Service Commission is working on a per bag rate.  Mr. Mason stated that, hopefully, in three to four months the State should provide an answer on the issue.  President Teufel informed Ms. Newcomer that he serves on the Solid Waste Authority and that he would present the issue to them next week.

Another issue that was discussed was the noise that Ms. Newcomer is experiencing.  Ms. Newcomer stated that she lives at Stonebridge Subdivision and the noise, that has been noticeable for about 2.5 years, is coming from Variform on Route 9.  Mr. Bentley explained that the County does not have a Noise Ordinance in place but if zoning is passed then the Ordinance can be enacted upon.  He said that the County does have a “limited” Ordinance and that he would look at it to see if it would apply in this situation.  President Teufel suggested that a letter be forwarded to Variform with a copy of the letter sent to Ms. Newcomer.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Discussion of Zoning Ordinance and TDR Ordinance Comments – Public Hearing Comments – Discussion


Matthew Mullenax of the Planning Commission came before the Commission regarding the Zoning Ordinance and TDR Ordinance comments that were received during the public hearing and those that were received following that hearing.  Mr. Mullenax stated that they received two comments which he immediately provided to the Commission.  


A written listing of responses to all of the comments received on the Zoning Ordinance and TDR Ordinance was provided to the Commission and were discussed during today’s meeting.  Following the discussions, President Teufel requested that the issue be deferred to February 29, 2008.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Mullenax to prepare an upcoming time schedule.  Mr. Mullenax stated that he would prepare the schedule as requested.


A copy of all of the information on the public hearing comments and the responses to those comments is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Elected Officials

Sheriff

County Clerk – Polling Places – 2008 Primary Election – Discussion/Action

Circuit Clerk

Assessor

Prosecutor



County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. came before the County Commission regarding the polling places for the primary election for 2008.  Mr. Small provided each of the County Commissioners a listing of those polling places.  


President Teufel thanked Mr. Small for all of his hard work on the issues of the budget.  He then requested that Mr. Small place the list of polling places on the County’s web page.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the primary election polling places.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m. this afternoon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Mary Kackley, 911 Director



Presentation of Central Dispatch Budget Request – Fiscal Year 2008-09

911 Director Mary Kackley came before the County Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Kackley stated that effective March 1, 2008 Verizon will increase the tariff on the trunk lines.  She said that the cost will increase from $2,845.00 to $5,000.00 per month.

Ms. Kackley briefly reviewed her budget and explained to the Commissioners why certain lines reflected an increase.  President Teufel stated that salaries, if any adjustments are made, will not take place until later in the year.

Ms. Kackley finished her presentation by providing the Commissioners with graphics that reflected the increase in calls that were taken by the 911 center over the past year.  Ms. Kackley also explained changes in procedures that were put in place by the Sheriff’s Office.

A copy of Ms. Kackley’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Pamela Jean Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney



Presentation of Prosecuting Attorney Budget – Fiscal Year 2008-09

Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely came before the County Commissioners to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  President Teufel stated that last year Ms. Games-Neely purchased items and paid for them out of her forfeiture account.  He said that he would ask Ms. Games-Neely to continue doing so.  

Ms. Games-Neely stated that a letter will be coming to the Commission regarding the VOCA Program.  She said that the grant keeps declining and the likelihood of receiving the grant again next year is rare.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she will be asking to return the grant.

A copy of the Prosecuting Attorney’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Virginia Sine, Circuit Clerk



Presentation of Circuit Clerk Budget Request – Fiscal Year 2008-09

Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine came before the Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Sine stated that she cut each line item by 10%.  She said that she is down one person on staff.  Ms. Hammond stated that she discussed job sharing with the Worthless Check Clerk.  She said that the Clerk is currently doing State work.  She would suggest that the Commission move the Clerk to work on the Child Advocacy cases.  President Teufel agreed.

Ms. Sine informed the Commission that she has two bad printers, two computers not functioning and one scanner down.

A copy of the Circuit Clerk’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

John W. Small, Jr., County Clerk



Presentation of County Clerk Budget Requests – Fiscal Year 2008-09

County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. came before the County Commission to present his budgets for fiscal year 2008-09.  Mr. Small discussed accounts 402, 413, 421, 805, 975, and 983.  He stated that his budgets are the same as last year but he did try to keep the amounts at a minimum. 

A discussion took place regarding the replacement of several computers in Mr. Small’s office.  President Teufel requested that the County Clerk look at the election fund and if there is money available for the purchase of the computers he would recommend that it be done.

A copy of Mr. Small’s budgets is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Gary Wine, IT Director



Requisitions – IT Equipment – Discussion/Action



Phone System – Downtown Campus – Discussion/Action



Security Equipment – 802 Emmet Rousch Drive – Discussion/Action

IT Director Gary Wine came before the County Commission to present the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action: 

1. Peer Software Support Contract – Mr. Wine stated that this is a one year renewal maintenance contract to have one back-up devise.  He stated that the cost of the renewal is $1,371.25.

2. Optical Disk Platters – Mr. Wine stated that this is for optical disks that will enable the County to move their images onto.  The cost of the platters is $2,512.99.

3. Infax Support Contract – Mr. Wine stated that this is regarding the court displays at the Judicial Center.  The cost for the one-year contract is $3,000.00.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve all three requests as presented by Mr. Wine.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Wine stated that the phone system at the County’s downtown campus is through Executone and is 20+ years old.  He said that he received a quote from Verizon to update the system in the amount of $31,565.00.  A brief discussion took place regarding the ability to move the new system when the offices relocate off of that campus.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the recommendation to go with a new system through Verizon and have it put in place.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Mr. Wine stated that the installation of cameras with recording devices and card readers for access to the building was approved in August under the 911 Center Project.  He said that it was redesigned and the County received 10 times more than what was originally thought to be received.  He said that the Sheriff would like security cameras on his side of the building also.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Mr. Wine obtain a cost.  Mr. Wine stated that it will cost $33,300.00, all inclusive, to finish the entire building.  Ms. Hammond stated that her concern is the 007 account.  She said that the County is not currently collecting funds for monitoring at this time so it won’t be replenished.  Commissioner Collins requested that the issue be placed on hold until July 1, 2008.  Commissioner Stubblefield agreed.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Report 



WVCORP Insurance Renewal – Discussion/Action



Order – Fund Account – DMV Grant – Discussion/Action



Resolution – WV Court Security Fund Grant Application – 




Discussion/Action

County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Meeting Report - Ms. Hammond attended the following meetings over the course of one week:

a. February 22, 2008 – Meeting with Steve Rawlings and Mr. Collins regarding the WV Risk Pool concerning assessments on County properties.

b. February 22, 2008 – Meeting with Chief LeMaster regarding questions concerning the Sheriff’s budget.

c. Goals and Objectives meetings on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

d. February 27, 2008 – Meeting with consultant Paul Shroyer regarding further reductions in overall budget for 07-08.

e. Preparation of Court Security Grant for 08-09 that is due in Charleston on March 4, 2008.

2. Finance Committee Report – Ms. Hammond stated that there is a party interested in 126 West King Street.  She said that the Commission may need to take steps for appraisals.  The records stored in that building can be moved to the second and third floor of the Courthouse, the basement of 110 West King Street or to Records Management.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that Facilities Director Jay Russell take a look at the storage issue.

3. Order-Fund Account-DMV Grant – An Order was presented to the Commission for approval to establish the WV Department of Transportation DMV/COPS Technology Grant – Fund 116.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Resolution-WV Court Security Fund Grant Application – A Resolution was presented to the Commission for approval in support of the Court Security Grant for 2008.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

5. Budget Workshop – A brief discussion took place regarding the upcoming budget.  The Commission unanimously agreed to schedule a budget workshop at 8:30 a.m. on March 4, 2008.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:______________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

