Berkeley County Commission Meeting                           February 15, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Robert Heavner, Brad Unger, Tammy Edgar, Steve Secrist, Richard Buracker, Preston Gooden, Barbara Frankenberry, Ed Wilson, Bradley Askin, Vic McFillan, Steve Rhoton, Fred Gantt, Steve Rankin, Cindy Bonfili, Eric Gantt, Charles Eckstine, Edgar Mason, Buzz Poland, Clint Hogbin

Due to a previous engagement, Commissioner Stubblefield will be a little late for today’s meeting.

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:

Approval of Agenda – Discussion/Action

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  County Administrator Deborah Hammond stated that John Wagoner of Potomac Headwaters RC&D, scheduled on today’s agenda at 2:45 p.m. and Potomac Highlands Support, scheduled at 3:20 p.m. will not be able to attend.  With those changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Presentation of Review and Equalization Applications

Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office approached the bench and stated that he was waiting for today’s appeals and would provide information on those properties being discussed today.

Re:

Review and Equalization Applicant Presentation



Review and Equalization Applications



Oak Tree Estates – Board of Review and Equalization Applicant



Bradley Askin – Board of Review and Equalization Applicant

Richard Buracker represented Oak Tree Estates.  He stated that his assessment had increased 100% and he felt that it was crazy to increase mobile home parks in one year instead of spreading out the increase over a period of time.  Tammy Edgar of the Assessor’s Office explained that the State has forced them to bring commercial appraisals up to date.  She said that most of the commercial properties in the area have not experienced an increase for six or seven years.

Commissioner Stubblefield arrived at today’s meeting during the discussion with Mr. Buracker and asked County Assessor Preston Gooden if there was any flexibility in the Code to do the increases over a period of two years.  Mr. Gooden stated that he is under orders from the State to correct the assessments on commercial property and has no flexibility in spreading the process over multiple years.

The next applicant was Bradley Askin.  Mr. Askin has two properties in Berkeley County for consideration..  Mr. Askin stated that the Assessor Office has settled his concerns and he wanted to thank Ms. Edgar and Mr. Unger for all of the work.

Properties belonging to Steve Secrist were the next issue that was discussed.  Mr. Unger stated that Mr. Secrist owns apartments on East Martin Street; the bottom of the building is commercial and the top contains apartments.  Mr. Secrist also owns property at Jackson Place.  Mr. Unger stated that the East Martin Street property was looked at from an income approach along with the property at Jackson Place.  He said that the State law looks at market value and the properties were not up to that value.  President Teufel asked Mr. Unger to take another look at both properties.

The following individuals came before the County Commission as a group representing the areas mobile home parks.  They approached the Commission regarding their sudden increase in assessments:

1. Vic McFillan – Rocky Glen Mobile Home Park

2. Charles Eckstine – Midway Mobile Home Park

3. Fred Gantt – Gantt’s Mobile Home Park

4. Steve Rhoton – Broad Lane Mobile Home Park

5. Cindy Bonfili – Representing her father and Whitacre Mobile Home Park

6. Steve Rankin – Spur Cap Mobile Home Park

7. Doug Stolipher – Eastwood Mobile Home Park

8. Eric Gantt – Austin Mobile Home Park and Judy Lynn Mobile Home Park

The County Commission requested that the Assessor forward a letter to the State Tax Commissioner to see if the increases in assessments on commercial businesses be applied gradually instead of all at once.  The Commission will be forwarding a letter and they asked the mobile home park owners to do likewise.

Buzz Poland approached the bench and stated that he is working with the Assessor to consolidate his properties.  He said that he wanted a his actions to be part of the official record.  Commerce Street runs through his properties and Mr. Poland stated that the Assessor is waiting for a response from the State Tax Commissioner.

Copies of applications and letters to the State Tax Commissioner are attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Budget Presentations



Ed Wilson, Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival



Presentation of 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Ed Wilson came before the Commission to present the Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival’s budget request for fiscal year 2008-09.  The Apple Harvest Festival is asking for $2,000.00 to assist them with the Festival in October.  Barb Frankenberry of the Festival Committee was also present and spoke to the Commission.

A copy of the Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival’s budget request is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Clint Hogbin, Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority



FY 2008-09 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Clint Hogbin, Chairman of the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority, and Edgar Mason, also of the Solid Waste Authority, came before the Commissioners to present their budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  The Solid Waste Authority is asking for $106,112.00.  Mr. Hogbin stated that this amount, coupled with $56,000.00 from the Solid Waste Authority’s general operating account and a projected $40,840.00 in commodity income will allow for the continued operation of the Berkeley County Recycling Drop Office Program.

Information was provided to the Commission by Mr. Hogbin that showed the increased usage of the recycling program along with the annual tonnage increase over the past nine year.

President Teufel explained to Mr. Hogbin that the County’s budget is very tight and this will be a very tough year for funding.  He stated that the Commission would be taking a hard look at their funding mechanism and see what can be done.  Edgar Mason approached the bench and stated that the Solid Waste Authority is aware of the County’s budget situation and has trimmed two items from their budget; one item was the dissolving of their grant writer position.

A copy of the Solid Waste Authority’s budget, along with their report, is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Board of Review and Equalization



Review and Equalization Applicant



Polo Green Apartments

A conference call was set up to hear Carlin Power of Polo Green Apartments.  Mr. Power stated that Polo Green is a tax credit property and there are restrictions on the property’s cap rate.  Mr. Power stated that he felt the property was over valued.  President Teufel stated that he would refer the issue to the Assessor and get additional information on the property.

Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to recess the Board of Review and Equalization until Tuesday, February 19, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Budget Session Schedule – FY 2008-09 Preparation



Leadership Academy – 2008 – Discussion/Action

Order Establishing Grant Fund – Division of Motor Vehicles – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Budget Worksession – Ms. Hammond asked the Commissioners to look at the month of March to schedule budget worksessions.

2. Leadership Academy – The Leadership Academy will be held in Morgantown and Ms. Hammond needed to find out who would be attending.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would not be attending.  President Teufel stated that the Commission still has to maintain a voice in Charleston.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the Commission wait a few weeks to decide if they would be attending the Academy.

3. Crystal Feiser-Engineering Office – Ms. Hammond stated that Crystal Feiser has requested to be allowed to travel to California as a representative for the West Virginia Code Association.  Travel and expenses will be covered by the WV Code Association.  The Commission discussed the issue and granted the request.

4. Order Establishing Grant Fund-Division of Motor Vehicles – Ms. Hammond stated that she would place this issue on next week’s Commission agenda for discussion and/or action.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Approved:_______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President
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