Berkeley County Commission Meeting                            February 14, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald R. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Jim Embrey, Gwen Campbell, Marsha Kelley, Mary Kackley, Gary Collis, Susie Callen, Nancy Triggs, Maria Childers, Jim Steptoe, Lane Macintosh, Ruth Ann LeMaster Dean, William Teach, Alan Davis, Fred Blackmer, Robert Heavner, Lester Stein. 

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Jim Embrey, Retired, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. P. O. Log – Week of February 12, 2008.  President Teufel stated that on page 14 there is a purchase order for the WV Regional Jail and Corrections in the amount of $308,799.50; $108,009.11 were charges by other governmental agencies.  He requested that the County only release the amount for the other governmental agencies ($108,009.11).

3. Approval of Minutes – January 11, 2008, February 1, 2008 and February 5, 2008. 

4. Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

5. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

6. Waiver of Fees Request – Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District – Planning and Engineering Fees – The Commission requested that no action be taken on this request at this time until they verify if they have the authority to grant the waiver.

7. Inspection and Management Facilities – R.M. Roach & Sons – Lot A at Spring Mills Towne Center.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the exception of the aforementioned issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

The County Commissioners attended the following meetings during the last week and presented updates on each of those meetings:

1. 911 Advisory Board – This meeting was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later time.

2. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Commissioner Stubblefield.

3. Pan Tran – Commissioner Collins.

4. Berkeley County Planning Commission – Commissioner Collins.

5. Berkeley County Fire Board – This meeting was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later time.

Re:

Board and Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Collins recommended the appointment of Gary Phalen to replace Gary Poland on the Berkeley County Planning Commission.  He also recommended the appointment of Ted Bostic to that Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to un-table the nomination of Gary Phalen and appoint him and Mr. Bostic to the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Collins then made a motion to appoint Tom Bowers and Roger Williams to another term on the Berkeley County Fire Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel requested that the Commission invite Annie Otto to come before them for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley Senior Services Board

Re:

Legislative Issues Report and Responses – Discussion/Action

A brief discussion took place regarding SB 614 and letters of support for that Bill.  The Commission also discussed the cap on library fees; Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it is currently on the House side.

Re:

Spring Street Property Sale – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Collins stated that the Spring Street property sold yesterday for $500,000.00.

Re:

Mary Kackley, 911 Director



Simplex Monitoring Equipment Installation Report – Discussion/Action



Motorola Audio Maintenance Contract

911 Director Mary Kackley came before the County Commission today to discuss the following issues:

1.  Simplex Monitoring Equipment Installation Report – Ms. Kackley stated that as of January 28, 2008 the Center is accepting all County building alarms with the exception of the Senior Center and the Health Department.  She said that those two buildings are not monitored by Simplex but they will be transitioning over soon.  Ms. Hammond stated that this is another cost saving example that stemmed from the County Commission’s Retreat in October.

2.  Motorola Audio Maintenance Contract – Ms. Kackley stated that we have been out of warranty with Motorola since early August of last year.  She said that Motorola did not discover this until November.  The cost of the contract is $73,904.52 that will cover August 2007 through July 2008.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to move forward on the contract with Motorola.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Interviews for Board and Commission Vacancies

Karen (Susie) Callen – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services Board – Discussion/Action

Dorothy LeFeaver – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services Board – Discussion/Action

Nancy Triggs – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services Board – Discussion/Action


A telephone call was received from Dorothy LeFeaver stating that due to the ice she would not be able to come before the Commissioners today for an interview.  Ms. LeFeaver will be rescheduled at a later date.


The County Commissioners then interviewed Karen (Susie) Callen and Nancy Triggs for a possible appointment to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.


Following the interviews, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to appoint Ms. Callen and Ms. Triggs to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Hearing – Granville Price Estate – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers came before the County Commission for a hearing on the estate of Granville Price.  The purpose of the hearing was to receive approval from the Commission on an agreement that resulted from a petition that was filed for an elective share by Geraldine Price.  Ms. Childers stated that Glenville Price died without a will and there are a number of non-probate assets under the name of Gary Price.  She stated that all parties have signed off with the exception of Gary Price.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would review the agreement and perhaps the Commission could take action on the issue this afternoon. 

Re:

James Steptoe, Attorney at Law



Estate of Gray Silver, Jr.



Appointment of Substitute Trustee

Attorney James Steptoe came before the County Commission regarding the estate of Gray Silver, Jr.  Mr. Steptoe stated that the will requires the establishment of a trust for Kat Bishop Silver, daughter of Gray Silver, Jr.  He said that Gray Silver, III and David Silver feel that it would be best for a banking institution to handle the trust.  Mr. Steptoe stated that the trust has yet to be funded and First United Bank has agreed to qualify and act as Successor Trustee of the Trust.

Since “read ahead” information was not provided to the Commissioners prior to today’s meeting, Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Randy Lewis, Executive Director 



Main Street Martinsburg



Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Randy Lewis was scheduled to come before the County Commission to present his budget for Main Street Martinsburg.  Due to illness, Lane McIntosh represented Mr. Lewis at today’s meeting.  Main Street Martinsburg is asking for $15,000.00 for fiscal year 2008-2009.  Mr. McIntosh stated that the appropriation will go directly to the support and expansion of Main Street Martinsburg’s efforts to rejuvenate the historic business district.  

A copy of Main Street Martinsburg’s budget request is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Ruth Ann LeMaster Dean, Vice President



Poor House Farm Arena Committee, Inc.



Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Ruth Ann LeMaster Dean came before the Commissioners to present her budget request for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Dean stated that the Poor House Farm Arena Committee is asking for $8,300.00 in funding to acquire bleachers, safety helmets for the handicapped and mounting steps for the handicapped.  

A copy of the Poor House Farm Arena Committee’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel Issues

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session at 11:27 a.m. for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session for personnel issues at 11:42 a.m.

During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no actions were taken.

Re:

PUBLIC HEARING



Transfer Development Rights Request – Discussion

A public hearing was scheduled today at 2:00 p.m. to receive comments regarding the Transfer Development Rights Ordinance.  The following individual came before the Commission to express his comments:

1.  Fred Blackmer – Mr. Blackmer stated that he would like to be assured that the County Commission has the time to thoroughly understand the Ordinance before they go any further.

No other individuals approached to bench to speak on the issue. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to close the public hearing at approximately 2:10 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Report



WVCoRP Insurance Renewal – Discussion/Action



Addendum – LeScrub Contract – Discussion/Action

Grant Acceptance – Records Management and Wal-Mart – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Granville Price Estate Hearing – Ms. Hammond stated that Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor, responded on the Granville Price Estate.  She said that Gary Price is refusing to sign the agreement but is honoring its terms.  President Teufel stated that we will need Mr. Bentley to sign off on the agreement.  Ms. Hammond stated that this issue can be placed on the agenda along with the Silver Estate that was presented by Attorney James Steptoe earlier today.

2. State Supreme Count – Ms. Hammond stated that she was happy to report that the State Supreme Court released $169,066.92 to the County for the rental of the Family Court Suite.

3. Meeting Report – Ms. Hammond presented her meeting report to the County Commissioners.  A copy of the meeting report is attached to this set of minutes

4. Risk Pool Insurance Renewal – A copy of the Risk Pool Insurance renewal was presented to the Commissioners.  Ms. Hammond stated that she is not asking for an answer today.  She said that a letter has been forwarded to Boydville and the Roundhouse requesting that they provide the Commission with a copy of their insurance coverage.  Ms. Hammond stated that the County may be able to return to quarterly payments next fiscal year.

5. LeScrub Contact Addendum – Ms. Hammond presented an amended contract for LeScrub to the Commissioners.  She stated that the issues of multi-use bathrooms at the Judicial Center have been discussed and LeScrub provided an amended contract showing the cost for them to clean those bathrooms.  The amount is $585.00 for 8 bathrooms that will be cleaned once a week.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt the amount was a little high.  Ms. Hammond stated that we can schedule them to come before the Commission or go back to the negotiating table.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we need to check to see if those bathrooms are private or public.

6. Grant Acceptance – Records Management and Wal-Mart – Discussion/Action – Ms. Hammond stated that she had two grants to present to the Commission today.  The first is a competitive grant and the other is involving the new Wal-Mart.  She said that the first grant is a Records Management Grant in the amount of $5,000.00 and will be used for back scanning records.  Ms. Hammond stated that the only thing that the Commission will need to do is provide a confirmation letter stating that we are accepting the grant.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the Records Management Grant in the amount of $5,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Ms. Hammond stated that the second grant is through Wal-Mart and she explained that Wal-Mart has a practice of giving grants to the communities that they move into.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the grant from Wal-Mart and to establish a fund for the grant monies.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.    

Re:

James Steptoe, Attorney at Law



Estate of Gray Silver, Jr.



Appointment of Substitute Trustee

Earlier today, Attorney James Steptoe presented an Order to the Commissioners for approval to appoint a substitute Trustee to the estate of Gray Silver, Jr.  After reviewing the document, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Lester Stein



CCAP Loaves and Fishes



Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Lester Stein of CCAP Loaves and Fishes came before the Commissioners to present his budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  CCAP Loaves and Fishes is requesting $10,000.00 to supplement the grants that they give for rental assistance and medical prescriptions to residents in Berkeley County.  President Teufel stated that the Commission tries to help out as much as we can.  He said that the Commissioners will take a close look at the request.

A copy of their budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Stefani A. Pierson, Executive Director



Boys and Girls Club of the Eastern Panhandle



Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request

Executive Director Stefani Pierson of the Boys and Girls Club of the Eastern Panhandle came before the Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  The Boys and Girls Club is asking for $1,000.00 to help fund the purchase of a new computer for the staff at the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Unit.  Commissioner Collins asked Ms. Pierson if they were looking to purchase a lap top or a desk type computer.  Ms. Pierson stated that any type would be fine.  Commissioner Collins then asked Ms. Pierson if they would consider an in-kind gift.  Ms. Pierson responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Collins stated that there is no guarantee at this time because of the tight budget that the Commission is working with but the request would be considered.

A copy of the Boys and Girls Club budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Deb Barthlow, Director, Region III



Safe Haven Child Advocacy Center/Children’s Home Society of WV



Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Deb Barthlow of the Safe Haven Child Advocacy Center came before the County Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  The Safe Haven Child Advocacy is asking for $5,000.00 to assist them in their programs.  President Teufel stated that the Commission would be making decisions within the next three to four weeks and hopefully we will be able to help.

A copy of the Safe Haven Child Advocacy Center/Children’s Home Society of WV is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Elected Officials



Sheriff



County Clerk



Circuit Clerk



Assessor



Prosecutor

Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the County Commission to inform them of the vacancies in his department.  Sheriff Smith stated that he has 6 vacancies and three deputies in the academy.  He said that he would like to fill the vacancies he has in Court House Security.  Commissioner Collins gave the Sheriff direction to fill the vacancies in Court House Security but to hold off on the hiring of any deputies at this time.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



Approved:________________________________________





Steven C. Teufel, President

