Berkeley County Commission Meeting                            February 11, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Brad Unger, Tammy Edgar, Mike Ball, Don Wood, Doug Copenhaver, Joe Mitchell, Jim Moore, Floyd Kersey, Tom Mouser

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Sherry Cain, Commission Secretary.

Re:

Approval of Agenda – Discussion/Action 

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Presentation of Review and Equalization Applications

Brad Unger of the County Assessor’s Office approached the bench to present the Commission with an update of applications that were received previously regarding tax assessments.  The following applications were discussed:

1. Roger Place

2. Todd Jack

3. Rodney Moore

4. Rodney Moore (Pepper Ridge)

5. Ron Porterfield

6. Ruth Kercheval

7. Vincent Groh (06-10-369.2)

8. Vincent Groh (06-6-126)

9. David Bedwell 

A copy of each application, along with the Assessor’s remarks is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Mike Ball, Air Quality Program

Clean Air Task Force – Presentation of 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion


Mike Ball of the Air Quality Program came before the County Commission to present them with his budget for fiscal year 2008-2009.  Mr. Ball stated that the Air Quality Program is asking for $18,968.00 in funding.  He stated that additional funds for the Program are provided by the Jefferson County Commission, the City of Martinsburg and the Berkeley County Development Authority.  Mr. Ball stated that all funding sources for the Program will meet within the next 30 days and the amount requested may be decreased, but will not be increased.


A copy of the Clean Air Task Force’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Board of Review and Equalization Applicant 

Doug Copenhaver of Custom Contractors came before the Commissioners under Board of Review and Equalization regarding his assessment.  President Teufel requested that the request be forwarded to the Assessor and for that office to take another look at Mr. Copenhaver’s property.

Re:

Carolyn Thatcher, Berkeley County Meals on Wheels 



FY 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion 

Carolyn Thatcher of Berkeley County Meals on Wheels came before the County Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-2009.  Ms. Thatcher stated that they are requesting $2,500.00 to assist their clients who are residents of Berkeley County and who, because of very limited incomes, are unable to pay any, or but a portion, of their $2.95 per meal charge.

A copy of Berkeley County Meals on Wheels’ budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report

County Administrator Deborah Hammond approached the bench and stated that one of the issues that came out of the Finance Committee meeting was the utility bills for the Judicial Center and the Dunn Building.  She said that they found that the utilities went from being controlled by facilities to individuals.  Ms. Hammond stated that when the “on call” people enter the building they activate all the buttons instead of just the ones in their area.  She said that the Finance Committee has recommended that the control of the utilities go back to facilities.  The Commissioners were all in favor of the recommendations. 

President Teufel stated that he met with County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. regarding the Clerk’s account at Susquehanna Bank.  President Teufel stated that Mr. Small said that he should be able to choose what bank he wants to deal with.  President Teufel stated that a letter will be forwarded regarding the matter.

Following Ms. Hammond’s presentation, Commissioner Collins had to leave today’s meeting.

Re:

Don C. Wood, Chairman



Berkeley County Historical Society



Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission



2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Don Wood, Chairman of the Berkeley County Historical Society and the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission came before the Commissioners to present his budgets for fiscal year 2008-2009.  Mr. Wood stated that the Berkeley County Historical Society is asking for $10,000.00 to assist in the restoring of the property located at 233 North Spring Street that was recently purchased by the Society.  

Mr. Wood stated that the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission is requesting $2,240.00, $2,000.00 of which has already been approved by the Commission to match a State National Register Grant.

A copy of both budgets is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Joe D. Michael, Chairman



Eastern Panhandle Conservation District



FY 2008-09 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Joe Michael, Chairman of the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District, came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2008-2009.  Mr. Michael stated that the Conservation District is asking for $10,000.00.  He said that they hired an Outreach Educational Specialist who is working with the school systems in Berkeley County, Morgan County and Jefferson County.  The salary for this position is $38,000.00 per year and they need to justify her position.  Mr. Michael stated $5,000.00 of the requested $10,000.00 will go toward that expense.

A copy of the District’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Review and Equalization Session #4 Recess

Brad Unger from the Assessor’s Office approached the bench and stated that he reviewed the application from David Bedwell regarding his property located in Evergreen Run Subdivision.  Mr. Unger stated that he made adjustments to Mr. Bedwell’s property due to exterior forces that may affect the market value of the lot.

Mr. Unger stated that they also looked at the lots owned by Doug Copenhaver who was before the Commission earlier this afternoon.  Mr. Unger stated that those lots are assessed at $10,000.00 below what they sold for. 

Re:

Recess




Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess today’s 


meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.



Approved:__________________________________________





Steven C. Teufel, President

