Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                   February 5, 2008

Board of Review and Equalization

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Brad Unger, Tamera Edgar, Bob Crawford, Steve Christian, Jim Whelton, Bill Kearns, Dr. Diana Gaviria, Vickey Wilcher, Todd Jack, Lynn Walker, Rodney Woods, Shari Bartgis, Steve Bartgis

County Administrator Deborah Hammond was ill and unable to attend today’s meeting.

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:

Approval of Agenda

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Since Ms. Hammond was not present, the Administrative Issues will be heard at a later date.  Sherry Cain, Secretary to the County Commission, stated that she received a call from Vincent Groh earlier today.  Mr. Groh was scheduled to come before the Commission under Board of Review and Equalization at 2:15 p.m. today.  She stated that Mr. Groh had spoken with the Assessor and he is satisfied with the results of the conversation.  With the aforementioned deletions, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Presentation of Review and Equalization Applications

Brad Unger from the Assessor’s Office approached the bench and stated that they are currently working on the applications that were received on Friday, February 1, 2008 from Ron Porterfield and Roger Place.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Unger if the Assessor’s Office could factor in loss of business on the assessment.  Mr. Unger stated that it could be done as an income approach but it would require a lot of personal information from the taxpayer; some individuals just do not like to divulge such personal information.

President Teufel stated that he would like to receive a final report of what took place throughout the Board of Review and Equalization from the Assessor.

Re:

A. Stephen Cox, President



Steve Christian, Executive Director



Berkeley County Development Authority



Presentation of 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Executive Director Steve Christian of the Berkeley County Development Authority, along with Bob Crawford and Jim Whelton, came before the Commission to present their budget for fiscal year 2008-09.

Mr. Christian approached the bench and stated that he is still in the “learning” stages of his position.  He said that this was just the third week that he has been on board.  Mr. Christian stated that they have big plans to relocate their present office.  He said that their main initiative is on the Tabler Station Business Park.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there has been a lot of support given by the Commission over the years but we will have a very tight budget next fiscal year.  He said that the Commission will try very hard but at this point can’t promise anything until we get a sense of the revenue stream.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that support level would be close to what was given in the past but no promises can be made at this time.  Mr. Christian stated that from a revenue standpoint he is hopeful that future activities will help in their revenue stream.  Mr. Whelton stated that he felt with the sale to 84 Lumber they will have the means of support.

The Development Authority is requesting $100,000.00 in funding from the Commission for fiscal year 2008-09.  A copy of the Authority budget request is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Dr. Diana Gaviria, Berkeley County Health Department



Bill Kearns, Administrator



Berkeley County Health Department



FY 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Dr. Diana Gaviria and Bill Kearns of the Berkeley County Health Department came before the Commission to present their budget request for fiscal year 2008-09.  Dr. Gaviria approached the bench and stated that the Health Department is currently working with Lisa Dunn on a mobile dental clinic.  She said that they are also working with projects such as West Virginia Kids in Action, Body Works (working with teens and pre-teens and their mothers to promote a healthier life style) and with Shepherd College and Mountain State University regarding their nursing programs.

Mr. Kearns stated that they have expanded their health inspections program to include motels and hotels.  He said that the Health Department is hold their own at this time and their request of $10,000.00 would go toward reclaiming the loss of funds for the Threat Preparedness Program.

A copy of the Health Department’s budget is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Board of Review and Equalization Presentation



Todd Jack

Todd Jack came before the County Commission as they sat as a Board of Review and Equalization to discuss the assessment on his property located at Crescent Orchards Subdivision.  Mr. Jack stated that he felt that the assessment was too high since the house, that he is constructing on his own, is not completed.  He also had a concern on the Class his property was put into and the time of the year that the Appraiser assessed his property. 

Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office stated that the Appraisers have found it difficult to obtain entry into the structure.  On November 2, 2007, Mr. Unger stated that Dave Linton, County Appraiser forwarded a letter to Mr. Jack explaining to him that he needed to gain entry but it wasn’t until January, 2008 before they were able to enter the structure.  Mr. Unger stated that he met with Mr. Jack last week and after careful consideration the value of the land and the house was reduced.  He said that the assessment is now $128,000.00 on the land (consisting of 9.33 acres and bordering on Sleepy Creek Mountain) and $100,000.00 on the improvements.  President Teufel requested that Mr. Unger double check the figures given and report back to the Commission regarding what was determined.

Re:

Early Departure    


Commissioner Stubblefield had to leave today’s meeting early to fulfill a doctor’s appointment.

Re:

Vicki Wilcher, CASA



FY 2008-09 Budget Request – Discussion

Vicki Wilcher, Executive Director of CASA, came before the County Commissioners to present her budget for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Wilcher stated that CASA saw a 62% increase of abused children over last year’s totals because of the growth in the area.  She said that Berkeley County has the highest number of abuse cases in the State.  Ms. Wilcher stated that they have 44 active volunteers and they served 128 children last year.

Ms. Wilcher stated that CASA is asking for $5,000.00 in funding to support the increased number of cases they are receiving.  President Teufel explained that the Commission is looking at a tight budget but they do have the information and will take a serious look.  A copy of CASA’s budget request is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Lynn Walker, Pan Tran



FY 2008-09

Lynn Walker, Director of the Eastern Panhandle Transit Authority (Pan Tran), along with Shari Bartgis and Rodney Woods, came before the County Commission to present her budget request for fiscal year 2008-09.  Ms. Walker stated that Pan Tran is asking for $56,238.00 this year to assist them in their operation.  She said that they will not be receiving any operating money from the State; they will continue to receive buses and capital operation support from them.

Ms. Walker stated that the ridership numbers are up 13%.  She said they received a grant to work on the coordination of transportation and currently they are coordinated with the Senior Center and St. Joseph School.  

Mr. Walker stated that the Board has a meeting on Friday with two businesses located at Spring Mills.  She said that she is hoping that they can receive support from them and be able to provide bus service in that area.  Ms. Walker stated that they did not have any luck with DHHR for non-medical transportation.

President Teufel explained that the County has a very tight budget and that the Commission can not make any promises at this time but the information that has been provided to them will be taken under consideration.  He said that the Commission is looking at alternative ways to fill the gap and they will try to fund Pan Tran at the level they are now.  Commissioner Collins stated that Wal-Mart will be giving out some grants but he said that he didn’t know just how much money will be available through them but Wal-Mart is a very community minded corporation.  

A copy of Pan Tran’s budget is attached to this set of minutes. 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Approved:__________________________________-



Steven C. Teufel, President

