Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                  January 31, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Gwen Campbell, Rev. Doug Knupp, Marsha Kelley, Jay Russell, Gary Wine, Jim Lawrence, Lynn Walker, Andrea Ball, Gary Collis, Alan Davis

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Doug Knupp of Hospice followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Purchase Order Log – Week of January 29, 2008 – A purchase order on page 2 to Bowles Rice in the amount of $2,962.46 was questioned.  The charges should have been taken from the Sheriff’s Forfeiture Account and not Law Enforcement Professional Services.  Another purchase order on page 17 to Judith Larkin in the amount of $50.00 should have been taken from the Dog and Kennel Fund and not from Refunds and Reimbursements.  

3. Approval of Minutes – January 17, 2008

4. Commission Calendars – Months of January and February

5. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of January and February

6. Petition to Include Subdivision Streets as Attachment A – ATV Ordinance – Tomahawk Run Subdivision

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the aforementioned purchase order corrections and the supplementary attachment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

The County Commissioners attended the following meetings over the past week:

1. Berkeley County Farmland Protection – Commissioner Stubblefield

2. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Commissioner Stubblefield.

3. Berkeley County Planning Commission – Commissioner Collins

4. Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority – President Teufel.

5. Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority – President Teufel.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

An application was received from Chad Criswell expressing his interest in serving another term on the Berkeley County Senior Services Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to reappoint Mr. Criswell to another term.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

An application was received from Karen Callen expressing her interest in serving on the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  President Teufel requested that Ms. Callen be invited to come before the Commission for a brief interview.

The County Commission received a letter from Jim Smith informing them of his resignation from the Roundhouse Authority effective immediately.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Smith and a letter of appreciation for his service be sent to him.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor



Lynn Walker, Pan Tran



Request for Assistance – New Bus Shelters – Discussion/Action



CTC Request – Dunn Building – Discussion/Action

Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell, along with Lynn Walker of Pan Tran, came before the County Commission regarding a request for assistance to install new bus shelters near the Judicial Center and Dunn Building.  Mr. Russell stated that he and Tommy Puffenburger of his staff visited Ranson, WV to see the shelters that have been erected in that area.  He said that the shelters are very attractive and would go along with our scheme.  Mr. Russell stated that the shelters are easily erected with very little effort and can be done within a few hours.  There are a total of two shelters but there is a possibility of obtaining a third.  Mr. Russell stated that he and Ms. Walker looked at several locations; one located on the east side of Stephen Street between the Dunn Building and the Judicial Center.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Mr. Russell and Ms. Walker look at other locations as well.  President Teufel requested that Mr. Russell also contact the Sheriff and discuss the matter with him.

The next issue was a request from CTC.  Mr. Russell stated that circuits are needed in the DVR room at CTC.  He said that it will consume more electricity but the DVR room is getting too warm for the equipment that is housed in that room.  Mr. Russell stated that he looked at a split unit by Sanyo and that unit may not run the electric bill up too much.  He then recommended that the Commission approve the request and stated that CTC will be paying for the expense of the unit.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to provide the service to CTC.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jim Lawrence, Watershed Coordinator



Report – Opequon Targeted Watershed Project – Discussion/Action

Jim Lawrence, Watershed Coordinator of the Opequon Targeted Watershed Project came before the Commissioners to provide a report on the Project.  Mr. Lawrence stated that he works for Virginia Tech and is currently working with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection.  He said that they received a Federal Fishing and Wildlife Grant to support the project that will center on the Opequon Creek in Virginia and in West Virginia.  Mr. Lawrence stated that he was not before the Commission today to ask for funding but for a letter of support on the concept.  He said that they will be putting together a model for the entire watershed and provide that to the Commissioners.  A copy of Mr. Lawrence’s report is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Andrea Ball, Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention and Visitors’ Bureau 


Report on Current Activities and Upcoming Events



Andrea Ball, Executive Director of the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention and Visitors’ Bureau, came before the Commissioners to provide a report on the Bureau’s current activities and upcoming events.  Ms. Ball stated that they recently moved to their new location on Queen Street in downtown Martinsburg.  She said that during 2007 they had over 5,000 inquiries and sold $4,500.00 in souvenirs.  Ms. Ball stated that they participated in travel shows around the country and is a major sponsor of the Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival.  She said that their West Virginia Book Fair had 40 authors in town to meet members of the community and visitors alike.  Ms. Ball stated that “Pickin in the Panhandle” was a major success and this year it will be an officially sanctioned festival.  She said that the winners of the Bar-B-Que Cook-off will advance to the National finals.  Ms. Hall stated that the Bureau received State Visitors’ Bureau accreditation and they scored the highest in the State.  This summer they will be doing a full-page editorial in the Washington Post.  A copy of their 2007 Annual Update is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Gary Wine, IT Director


Norwood Bentley, In-House Legal Counsel


Terms and Conditions and Fee Schedule Language – Virtual Courthouse – Discussion/Action



IT Director Gary Wine and In-House Legal Counsel Norwood Bentley came before the County Commission to discuss the terms and conditions and fee schedule language for the Virtual Courthouse.  Mr. Bentley stated that Commissioner Stubblefield said that he would like to see more explanation of the fees worked into the terms of service.  Mr. Bentley stated that he and Mr. Wine decided to build specific fees into the document.  He said that we need to sit down during the next week or two to discuss the issue so everyone will know up front.  



President Teufel stated that he would be visiting with the County Clerk about the bank account that he has at Susquehanna Bank.

Re:
Norwood Bentley, In-House Legal Counsel


Comprehensive Plan Housing Choice Committee Membership Recommendations – Discussion/Action


Estate of Nancy R. Ropp Accounting – Discussion/Action



In-House Legal Counsel Norwood Bentley came before the Commissioners to present recommendations for the Comprehensive Plan Housing Choice Committee Membership and to discuss the accounting on the estate of Nancy R. Ropp.



The first issue was the membership recommendations for the Comprehensive Plan Housing Choice Committee.  Mr. Bentley provided a list of the proposed members to each of the Commissioners.  The proposed members included Tom Conlan, Gary Matthew, Beth Ann Boyd, Fred Blackmer, Pat McMillan, Nan Stevens and a representative from the banking industry.  Mr. Bentley stated that the people are interested and he said that he knows they will do a good job.



The next issue was regarding the accounting on the estate of Nancy R. Ropp.  The Commission held a hearing last week on this estate and the accounting was presented to them at that time.  Wanting to wait until they had the opportunity to review the accounting, the Commission requested that the issue be place on today’s agenda.  Mr. Bentley stated that the accounting and preliminary disbursements appear to be in order.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to adopt the Order as presented and sign the documents.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Deborah Hammond, County Administrator


Meeting Report


Finance Committee Recommendations – Discussion/Action


Housing Consortium Revenue Numbers – 2008 – Discussion/Action


Community Visioning Project Survey – Discussion/Action



County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Meeting Report-Week beginning January 25, 2008 – A copy of Ms. Hammond’s Meeting Report is attached to this set of minutes along with back up information from those meetings.

2. Finance Committee Recommendations – Ms. Hammond stated that IT Director Gary Wine has created a program for request forms and those forms will have a line that states what is being requested.  She said that there will be no internal budget revisions needed and we will fall within the 20%.  Ms. Hammond stated that she factored in additional deductions received from the Clerk’s office and they will meet again next week to discuss cost reductions further.  She said that those cost saving measures will be presented to the Commissioners.

3. Housing Consortium Revenue Numbers-2008 – Ms. Hammond stated that the numbers have been released for 2008 and she said that they received their first application from one of our employees.  Ms. Hammond stated that she received very good news regarding the cash match; there will be no cash match required this year.  Ms. Hammond stated that a resolution will be provided to the Commission next week for the 2nd year program.

4. Community Visioning Project Survey – Ms. Hammond stated that she participated in the Community Visioning Project Survey and a final draft of the survey that will be sent out to the public was given to the Commissioners for their information.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel and Real Estate

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for personnel and real estate at 11:38 a.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session at 12:16 a.m.

During the executive session for personnel and real estate, no decisions were made and no action was taken.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m. when an informational session will take place on the Zoning Ordinance and Transfer Development Rights (TDR) Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

