Berkeley County Commission Meeting                     January 17, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Al Clipp, Gwen Campbell, Pamela Games-Neely, Gary Collis, Stefanie Morton, Matthew Mullenax, John W. Small, Jr., Bonnie Woodfall, Steve Allen, Mike Folk, Alan Davis, Jay Russell, Curtis Keller, W. Randy Smith, Mike Ball

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Al Clipp of the Calvary United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.

2. Purchase Order Log – Week of January 15, 2008

3. Approval of Minutes – January 3, 2008

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Resignation of Deputy David Kilmer effective January 25, 2008 and the hiring of Timothy D. Helman as a new Assistant Prosecuting Attorney effective February 4, 2008.  

5. Commission Calendars – Months of January and February

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of January and February

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the consent agenda along with the supplemental purchase order log.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

A copy of all of the information pertaining to the consent agenda is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Correction of Assessment Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden did not have anything to present to the Commission this week.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



The following is a list of Board and Commission meetings that were attended by the County Commission:

1. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Commissioner Stubblefield.

2. Berkeley County Board of Education – President Teufel regarding Home Consortium.  

3. Berkeley County Fire Board – President Teufel

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

An application was received from Mike Folk expressing his interest in serving on the Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport Authority.  Since there are no vacancies on that Authority at this time, Mr. Folk’s application will be placed on file.

Bill Barney, Gary Phalen and Richard Talbott submitted applications expressing their interest in serving on the Berkeley County Planning Commission.  The Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association endorsed Mr. Phalen.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to appoint Gary Phalen to fill an existing term that will expire on December 31, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Presentation of Study on Zoning, Draft Zoning Report and Draft TDR Ordinance to County Commission

The Honorable John W. Small, Jr., County Clerk

Bonnie Woodfall, Voters’ Registration

Dates for Ballot Initiatives – 2008 Primary Election Calendar – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Commission, along with County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. and Bonnie Woodfall of Voters’ Registration, came before the Commission regarding the study on Zoning, the draft Zoning report and the draft TDR Ordinance.  Mr. Mullenax presented the Commissioners with a schedule of dates and requirements to enable the issues to be placed on the ballot.  


Ms. Woodfall stated that she must receive everything by February 19, 2008 in order for the issues to be placed on the upcoming ballot.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to have Mr. Small place the Zoning and TDR Ordinances on the ballot.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Mr. Mullenax go back and condense the proposed schedule and to get the documents out to the public as soon as possible.


Following a brief discussion regarding time lines, Commissioner Collins made a motion to hold two public hearings on February 7, 2008; one at 10:00 a.m. and one at 6:30 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

A copy of the draft Zoning and TDR Ordinances are included in this set of minutes.  The schedule is also attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director

Presentation – Draft Business Expense and Travel Management Policies – Discussion/Action

Berkeley County Section 125 Plan Documents – Discussion/Action


Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission to present the Commissioners with a draft Business Expense and Travel Management Policy and Section 125 Plan documents for the County.  Mr. Davis stated that the draft Business Expense and Travel Management Policies will promote conservatism with taxpayers’ money.


President Teufel stated that he would be scheduling a meeting with the Elected Officials next week to discuss the issue.


Mr. Davis stated that the Section 125 Plan documents will allow deductions to be taken on a pre-tax basis and it will save Federal Income Tax and FICA.  The document has been received by Leslie Russo of Bowles Rice McDavid Graff and Love law firm and it is compliant.  


Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Section 125 Plan as presented with an effective date of February 1, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approve.


A copy of the policies and documents is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Director



Snow Removal Bid Recommendation – Discussion/Action



Fire Extinguisher Inspections – In-house – Discussion/Action



Sidewalk Issue – College Street – Discussion/Action

Facilities Director Jay Russell came before the County Commission with a snow removal bid, inspections on fire extinguishers and an issue regarding a sidewalk located on College Street. 

The first issue was regarding the snow removal bids.  Two bids were received; one from Picture Perfect and on from Custom Contracting.  After reviewing the bids, Mr. Russell recommended that the bid be awarded to Custom Contracting.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to award the snow removal bid to Custom Contracting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Copies of the bids are included in this set of minutes.

The next issue was regarding a sidewalk located on College Street.  Mr. Russell stated that the County received a letter from the City of Martinsburg stating that the sidewalk needed to be repaired within a certain amount of time.  He said that there is about 160 feet of sidewalk that is damaged and that he received a quote from Minghini in the amount of $9,900.00 for the repairs.  Mr. Russell stated that he also received another written estimate in the amount of $11,500.00 and two verbal estimates without hard copies.  Mr. Bentley stated that it would be nice if the City of Martinsburg would allow us to wait until warmer weather arrives but if someone gets hurt then the County can be sued.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the estimate from Minghini in the amount of $9,900.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Mr. Russell to check with the City of Martinsburg to see if we can wait until warmer weather to make the repairs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

The next issue was regarding the inspections of the fire extinguishers.  Mr. Russell stated that he has been working with OES Director Steve Allen and Mr. Allen would like to use his personnel to test the extinguishers.  He said that this would be a cost savings to the County.

President Teufel stated that he would like to discuss the break down on the cleaning contract with LeScrub i.e. bathroom cleaning and garbage, next week during the Commission meeting.  Mr. Russell will provide the information to the Commissioners at that time.

Re:

Curtis Keller, Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District



Carol Crabtree, Executive Director, Region 9



Report on Inwood Stormwater Management Project

Curtis Keller of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and Carol Crabtree, Executive Director of Region 9, came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the Inwood Stormwater Management Project.  Ms. Crabtree was unable to attend today’s meeting so Mike Ball, Clean Air Taskforce Coordinator of Region 9, represented Ms. Crabtree.

Mr. Keller approached the bench and stated that Ms. Crabtree contacted Senator Byrd to see of the Corps of Engineers would help with the Inwood Stormwater Project.  The Corps will commit only 7 million dollars to the project, which is approximately one-fourth of the total money needed.  Mr. Keller stated that they have 1.2 million dollars in grant money and they can look at the first phase as being approachable.  

Mr. Keller stated that they are currently working on a transfer agreement and they have worked with the PSC to get a Stormwater District.

A copy of the correspondence between Ms. Crabtree and Senator Byrd is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Recommendations – Discussion/Action



Draft 2007 Accomplishments – Discussion/Action



Draft 2008 Goals and Objectives – Discussion/Action

County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Zoning Work Session – Ms. Hammond stated that a Zoning Work Session is scheduled on January 31, 2008.

2. Home Consortium – Ms. Hammond stated that the Home Consortium will be working on goals and objectives for the 2008 program.  She said that Berkeley County will be working on the same funding as last year and funding objectives if agreeable.  

3. 2007 Accomplishments – The 2007 accomplishments were presented to the Commissioners for their review.

4. 2008 Goals and Objectives – The 2008 goals and objectives were presented to the Commissioners for their review.

Re:

Executive Session – Real Estate

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for real estate purposes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session.

During the executive session regarding real estate, no decisions were made and no action was taken.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting until 1:30 p.m. when an Ethics Commission Training is scheduled.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:_________________________________________


             Steven C. Teufel, President
    





