Berkeley County Commission Meeting                            January 10, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Nathaniel Wright, Gwen Campbell, Marsha Kelley, Pamela Coyle, Gary Collis, Gary Wine, Mike Folk, Alan Davis, Matthew Mullenax, Stefanie Morton, Preston Gooden, Mike Caryl, Ron Gunderson, Ian Fox, Gary Matthews

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Nathaniel Wright of the Lily of the Valley Evangel Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Collis of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda – President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Purchase Order Log–Week of January 2, 2008 and January 8, 2008 – After briefly discussing a purchase order on page 14 of the January 8, 2008 log to Boland Trane Service, Inc. in the amount of $3,833.33, President Teufel requested that the Commission hold off taking action on that purchase order.  The issue of releasing the money to the Library was discussed and President Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to the Library stating that the Commission took action today to release their funds but are requesting a copy of their audit.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the release of the Library funds and to request a copy of their audit.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the purchase order on page 13 of the January 8, 2008 log, for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Water Strategic Plan, is in the amount of $11,207.00.  He said that he was not sure if the Commission can continue to support this project at 100%; perhaps 50%.  President Teufel stated that this the Commission typically fund at the level committed.  He said that the purchase order can be held another week.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he applauds what they are doing but he said that he didn’t’ feel the Commission should cut local funding to support an out of state project.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the purchase orders for Boland and for Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Water Strategic Plan.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Approval of Minutes – December 20, 2007

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions 

a. Termination – Brenda Blubaugh-Sheriff’s Tax Office.

b. One-half step increase – Terry Feiser-Engineering Office.

c. Sensitivity Training Increase – Greg Noll, Albert Brown, Scott Biller, Trevor Lewis, Jason Light, Robert Jones.

5. Commission Calendars – Months of January and February.

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of January and February.

Copies of the aforementioned issues listed on the consent agenda are attached to this set of minutes.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

The following list reflects the meetings that were attended by the Commissioners over the past week;

1. The Berkeley County Development Authority – Commissioner Stubblefield.

2. Region 9 – Commissioner Stubblefield.

3. Department of Environmental Protection Water Quality Workshop – Commissioner Stubblefield.

4. Berkeley County Planning Commission – Commissioner Collins.

5. Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District – Commissioner Collins.

6. Inwood Stormwater Management Project – President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on the Commission agenda.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

A response was received from Phil Martin expressing his desire to be reappointed to the Building Code Appeals Board for another 5-year term.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Mr. Martin to that Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Board and Commission Assignments – Calendar Year 2008 – Discussion/Action



Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the assignments for the Berkeley County Commissioners for the calendar year of 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the Board and Commission Assignments is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Gary Wine, IT Director


Terms and Conditions and Fee Structure – Virtual Courthouse – Discussion/Action



IT Director Gary Wine came before the County Commission to discuss the terms, conditions and fee structure for the Virtual Courthouse.  Mr. Wine stated that he met with Renee Davis of Centra Bank and we have the ability to use credit cards.  He said that the County will need to meet several standards before we can make this available to the taxpayers.  



A copy of the terms of service for subscription to the Virtual Courthouse and the Privacy Policy is attached to this set of minutes.



Mr. Wine stated that he has an emergency issue to present to the Commission today.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to declare Mr. Wine’s issue an emergency.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



Mr. Wine stated that the server is failing to provide imaging to the Circuit Clerk’s Office and to provide virus protection.  He said that it can not be fixed due to its age.  Mr. Wine stated that it will cost approximately $4,700.00 to replace and the funds would come from the Data Processing line.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve Mr. Wine’s request.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing


Draft Grant Accounting Procedures for Federal Grants – Discussion/Action



Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing came before the County Commission to discuss a draft grant accounting procedure for Federal grants.  Ms. Kelley presented each Commissioner with a copy of the draft procedures.



Ms. Hammond stated that if a grant has matching funds, if we follow these procedures then the County may not have the monies budgeted.  Ms. Kelley stated that she could get a draft provided to the Commission with a draft copy that contains that addition today.

Re:
Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission


Stefanie Morton, Planning Director


Comprehensive Plan Implementation – Housing Section – Discussion/Action


2nd Floor Training Room – Dunn Building



The County Commission scheduled a meeting with Berkeley County Planner Stefanie Morton, Matthew Mullenax of the Planning Commission and a number of individuals from the housing market to discuss the Housing Section of the Comprehensive Plan.  



Each of the strategies under the Housing Section of the Plan was discussed and it was decided to convene a Housing Choices Committee to oversee the implementation of the Housing Plan’s recommendations.  Norwood Bentley, In-House Legal Counsel, was appointed as Chair to the Committee by President Teufel that will consist of seven members.  Mr. Bentley suggested that the Commission appoint two to three members in the beginning and they can come back with some recommendations that will meet the needs of the Committee.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Committee selection should be an issue on the Planning Commission’s agenda.  This Committee will address all six issues of the Housing Section strategies.  A copy of the strategies is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:
Mike Folk


The Honorable Preston Gooden, Assessor


Property Tax Inquiry – Aircraft – Discussion/Action



Mike Folk, along with County Assessor Preston Gooden, came before the County Commission regarding a property tax inquiry concerning aircraft.  Mr. Folk presented the Commissioners with several packets of information reflecting the last time JSW Investments, Inc. paid their taxes.  Also a document was provided from the Secretary of State showing the ownership history.  Mr. Folk stated that JSW Investments, Inc. should be made to pay taxes in Berkeley County.  The question presented was if the aircraft was home based in Berkeley County.  According to Mr. Folk the aircraft was based out of Berkeley County.  



Mike Caryl of Bowles Rice McDavid Graff and Love law firm was present and stated that personal property is taxed in the place where the owner resides but if the property is used someplace else it can be taxed at that other location.  He said that reasonable use is based on air miles.  Mr. Caryl stating that he has a letter from the West Virginia State Tax Office stated that if an aircraft is working out of state it is taxed out of state.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to forward the information to Mr. Gooden to determine if the aircraft is taxable in Berkeley County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Items from the Public



Mike Folk again approached the bench regarding his earlier inquiry concerning taxable aircraft under “Items from the Public”.  Again, the Commission stated that the issue will be turned over to the Assessor for determination.  

Re:
Recess



Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting until 7:00 p.m. this evening.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

PM Meeting

7:00 p.m. January 10, 2008

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President


Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner


Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel


Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator


Alan Davis, Carol Crabtree, Nan Stephens, Pat McMillan 


Commissioner William Stubblefield was unable to attend this evening’s meeting.


The Evening Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:
Public Hearing


Housing Consortium – 2008 Housing Plan



The County Commission scheduled a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. this evening to hear comments regarding the 2008 Housing Plan of the Housing Consortium.  President Teufel stated that a sign-in sheet was on the podium for anyone who wished to approach the bench and provide comments.



Pat McMillan, Community Development Director with the City of Martinsburg, was the only individual to approach the bench on the Housing Consortium issue.  She stated that the City of Martinsburg held their public hearing on January 1, 2008.  She said that this is the second year for the program and we still don’t know the funding amount.  Ms. McMillan stated that she is assuming that it is at the same level of $533,000.00; $170,000.00 of that will be the funding for Berkeley County.  She said that the Consortium will meet on February 6, 2008 and she said that she feels she will have a good idea of the amount that each government will anticipate spending.  Submissions will be made to HUD in May.



Hearing no one else wishing to speak, Commissioner Collins made a motion to close the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:
Deborah Hammond, County Administrator


Meeting Report


Finance Committee Recommendations – Discussion/Action


Draft Goals and Objectives – 2008 Calendar Year – Discussion/Action


Draft Accomplishments – 2007 Calendar Year – Discussion/Action


Resolution of Appreciation – Robert Crawford – Discussion/Action



County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith informing the Commission of the resignation of Kevin Hose effective January 8, 2008.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Kevin Hose.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

2. Meeting Report – Reschedule on next week’s agenda.

3. Finance Committee Recommendations – Reschedule on next week’s agenda.

4. Draft Goals and Objectives-2008 Calendar Year – Reschedule on next week’s agenda.

5. Draft Accomplishments-2007 Calendar Year – Reschedule on next week’s agenda.

6. Resolution of Appreciation-Robert Crawford – A resolution in appreciation for all of the work that was done by Robert Crawford while he served as Executive Director of the Berkeley County Development Authority was presented to the Commission for their approval.  President Teufel stated that Mr. Crawford will act as a consultant for the next thirty days or longer dependant upon the newly hired Executive Director.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Approved:_______________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

