Berkeley County Commission Meeting                          December 13, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Barbara Gano, Marsha Kelley, Gary Collis, Maxine Ashton, Glen Gainer, III, Jack Berry, Mary Kackley, William Teach, W. Randy Smith, Jay Russell, Bill Kirby, Steve Aberegg, Ryan Frankenberry, Charles Hall, Maria Childers

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Ronald K. Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Maxine Ashton of the Finance Office.

Re:

Agenda – Discussion/Action

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda

2. Purchase Order Log  - Week of December 11, 2007

3. Approval of Minutes – November 29, 2007

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Resignation of Anthony Hutzler

5. Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

7. Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – R.M. Roach and Sons

8. Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office

9. Resolution – Girl’s Scouts and Berkeley 2000 Recreation Center Grant Contracts

10. Letter of Support – WV Aeronautics Commission

11. Correspondence – Blue Ridge CTC

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of the encumbrances found on the purchase order log on pages 4 and 5 for Mason-Dixon Fire Equipment and Emergency Vehicle Special, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Copies of the information listed under “Consent Agenda” can be found attached to this official set of minutes.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Each of the three Commissioners discussed the Board and Commission meetings that that attended over the past week.  The following Board meetings were discussed:

1. Berkeley County Public Service Water District – Report given by Commissioner Stubblefield.

2. Region 9 – Report given by Commissioner Stubblefield.

3. Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District – Report given by Commissioner Collins.

4. Meeting with Elected Officials – Report given by President Teufel.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

The Berkeley County Commission took action to re-appoint William Wenitsky to another three year term on the Emergency Services Advisory Council.  Commissioner Collins made the motion to re-appoint and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield.  Unanimous approval on the motion was received.

Following a brief discussion, the Commission unanimously agreed to extend invitations to Hoy Shingleton and Kathy Mason to come before them for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley County Development Authority.

Re:

The Honorable Glen B. Gainer, State Auditor



Jack Berry, Director, Local Government Purchasing Card Program



Presentation of Thelma Stone Memorial Award



Presentation – Purchasing Card Program

State Auditor Glen B. Gainer, III and Jack Berry, Director of the Local Government Purchasing Card Program, came before the County Commission today to present the Thelma Stone Memorial Award and to provide the Commissioners with a presentation on the Purchasing Card Program.

State Auditor Gainer approached the bench and stated that this is the fourth time that Berkeley County has been presented this award.  Award considerations include compliance with laws governing actions and conduct of County Commissions, effective collective leadership exhibited by harmonious relations by members of the County Commission, innovation in office procedures, administration, responsible fiscal conduct, cooperation with the various departments of county government, effective communications with taxpayers in the county, effective communications with state, federal and city governments, progressive personnel management policies and demonstrating achievement in county government through effective means.

A copy of the considerations, along with a brief history of the Award is attached to this set of official minutes.  Pictures were taken during the presentation and copies of those pictures are also attached to these minutes.  

Mr. Gain then approached the bench to explain the Purchasing Card Program.  This program enables the county purchases to be made by using a purchasing card.  Mr. Gainer stated that there is a lesser chance of fraud and the counties have a better system of tracking their spending.  This Program is being presented to the legislature for action and rebate program.

Re:

Gary Wine, IT Director



Report on Virtual Courthouse Project

Requisition Request – Engineering/Building Inspections Department – Discussion/Action 


IT Director Gary Wine came before the County Commission to provide them with a report on the Virtual Courthouse Project and to request a requisition for the Engineering/Building Inspections Department.


Mr. Wine stated that the County is just days away from introducing the Project live.  He said that there is a need to address the storage portion of the Project but he would be happy to wait until next week to discuss that segment.  Mr. Wine stated that he is still working with Centra Bank for the use of credit cards.  He said that there is a 2.75% transaction cost but the legislation allows counties to pass that cost on to the user.


The requisition request was for a runtime license in the amount of $2,995.00 and an annual maintenance agreement in the amount of $658.90 through Profound Logic Software.  Mr. Wine stated that this is part of the original estimate for the Engineering/Building Inspections Office Project.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the requisition as presented by Mr. Wine.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Mary Kackley, 911 Director



Maintenance Agreement – Radio System – Discussion/Action



Proposed Vehicle Purchase – Discussion/Action



Vesta Maintenance Agreement – Discussion/Action

911 Director Mary Kackley came before the County Commission to present the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1.  Vista Maintenance Agreement – Ms. Kackley stated that this is a maintenance agreement for the 911 telephone equipment/lease purchase.  She said that this is the third year of the lease purchase contract.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the paperwork.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the Agreement is attached to this set of minutes.

2.  Maintenance – Radio System – Ms. Kackley stated that the warranty on the radio system has expired.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Kackley is she had provided the Commission Office with any read ahead material on the maintenance agreement.  Ms. Kackley stated that she was not here today to ask for any action on the issue; just direction.  She stated that the agreement expired in August and Motorola was not aware of the expiration.  She said that the cost is $34,000.00 per year and she just needed direction from the Commission on how to handle the issue out in the field.  Following a brief discussion, President Teufel agreed that the issue needed to be discussed with the City of Martinsburg, the Fire Board and the Ambulance Authority and requested that Ms. Kackley return to the Commission after those within the loop are contacted.

3.  Proposed Vehicle Purchase – Ms. Kackley stated that she would like to purchase a Jeep Liberty for the GIS work and a Dodge Durango through a state contract.  She said that she recently checked and the Jeep Liberty is no longer available but it has been replaced with a Grand Cherokee.  Ms. Kackley stated that the vehicle will be paid for out of the 911 fees.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he wanted to be sure in his mind that two vehicles are needed.  He then said that the Commission vehicle could be used unless it can be documented that there is a real need for the second vehicle.  

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Simplex/Grinnell Duct Detector Addition – 802 Emmet Rousch Drive – Discussion/Action


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the Commission to request approval for the removal of 8 existing duct detectors that were physically installed but never connected to the FA system when there were originally installed at the 911 Center.  He said that for $6,850.00 Simplex Grinnell will remove the detectors and install 8 addressable duct smoke detectors and test for proper operation.  This equipment was installed at the Center 18 years ago.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that since it has been that length of time he would suggest that 911 funds be used or just leave it totally alone.  President Teufel suggested that Mr. Russell look to see just how much is tied into that system.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Grading Permit Bond Renewal – Towns of Topaz and Leisure Living Estates – Section 3 – Discussion/Action

William Teach, County Engineer

Proposed Grading Permit Fee – Discussion/Action

Steve Aberegg came before the Commission regarding a grading permit bonds for the Towns of Topaz and Leisure Living Estates, Section 3.  He is that the bonds are due to expire next week and the County has not received a renewal.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize Mr. Bentley to notify the bonding institution prior to the expiration date and explain that if the bonds are not renewed then the County will be forced to pull the bonds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

The next issue was the Grading Permit Fee.  County Engineer William Teach approached the bench and stated that a public hearing was held last week and only one person spoke.  He said that he had not received any written comments and recommended that the Commission take action to approve the Grading Permit Fee.  For residential, the fee will be $50.00.  For commerical and subdivisions the fee will be $500.00.  A $50.00 re-inspection fee will also apply.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Grading Permit Fee Order effective January 1, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Charles Hall, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority

Report on Current Activities – Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority


Charles Hall and Gary Collis of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority came before the Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on their current activities.  A copy of that presentation is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Proposed Fiduciary Commissioner Rate Increase – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers came before the Commission with a proposed Fiduciary Commissioner rate increase.  Ms. Childers stated that there are a very small percentage of estates that are referred to the Fiduciary Commissioners.  Commissioner Collins stated that he looked over the rates and found them to be acceptable.  He then made a motion to approve the rate increase effective January 2, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the new Fiduciary Commissioner rates is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Spring Street Property Sale



Vesta Maintenance Agreement

Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel, came before the Commission to present the following issues:

1. Spring Street Property Sale – Mr. Bentley stated that the Berkeley County Board of Education has offered $750,000.00 for the Spring Street Property.  He said that the Board has looked at the building and there is a need for acceptance of the offer and to give the President the authority to sign all documents regarding the sale.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Board would be paying part of the amount now and the part on June 30, 2008.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is imperative to have the rest of the payment in hand no later than May 1, 2008.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Board has the flexibility.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the offer from the Berkeley County Board of Education and to authorize the President to sign the paperwork.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Vesta Maintenance Agreement – Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the Vesta Maintenance Agreement. 

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Meeting Report



Finance Committee Report

County Administrator Deborah Hammond came before the Commission to present a report on the various meetings that she attended over the last week along with a Finance Committee report.  Ms. Hammond began with the Finance Committee report and stated that the County saved $250,000.00 by going to a “tier system” regarding the employee insurance benefits.  She said that another large savings to the County was the move to the WV Risk Pool.  Ms. Hammond stated that there was a duplicate bond in the Courthouse Account in the amount of $8,000.00 and that was eliminated and an initial savings of $225,725.00.  She said that the County closed on the John Street building and will be proceeding to the other closings on the other properties from the surplus auction.  Ms. Hammond stated that, by selling the properties, the County will reflect a savings in insurance, utilities, fire fees water and garbage.  She stated that the County also saved money through a lease purchase of three vehicles purchased thus far and by delaying the hiring of a Traffic Planner.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Engineering Office has not filled the vacancy in that office, thus, saving additional funds.  The County recently hired an IT Professional that saved a lot of money in relation to the computer network.  She said that the County will be looking at revisions to the LeScrub contract to try to curb expenses in that field.

The next issue that was presented by Ms. Hammond was a report on the meetings that she attended over that last several days.  A copy of the detailed report is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

Approved:_________________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

