Berkeley County Commission Meeting                        December 6, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Gwen Campbell, Marsha Kelley, Gary Collis, Maria Childers, Preston Gooden, Capt. Melvin Welsh, Mike Keller, Lynn Walker, William Teach, Don Wood, W. Randy Smith, Kenneth LeMaster

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Ed Grove of the Trinity United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Marsha Kelley.

Re:
The agenda for today was read aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda

2. Purchase Order Log – Week of December 4, 2007

3. Approval of Minutes – November 15, 2007

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Resignations of Xavier Morales and Brent Leake 

5. Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

6. Board and Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

7. ATV Ordinance Attachment A Petition – Crown Pointe North

8. Resolution Endorsing Community Participation Grant Contract – Morgan Cabin

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order for LeScrub in the amount of $1,179.00 for water extraction on the 3rd and 4th floor of the Judicial Center.  He stated that he did not think that there was any flooding.  Mr. Bentley stated that he felt the charges were for the carpet cleaning in the courtrooms.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested additional information on the matter. 

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the exception of the purchase order for LeScrub.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden did not have anything to present to the Commissioners for approval this week.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



The County Commissioners provided reports on the following Boards and/or Commissions:

1. Farmland Protection Board – Commissioner Stubblefield

2. Berkeley County Planning Commission – Norwood Bentley (Commissioner Collins was out of town and unable to attend that meeting).

3. Lewisburg Meeting (Risk Pool) – Commissioner Collins

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Ms. Hammond stated that letters have been forwarded to all other Board and Commission members whose term will expire on December 31, 2007.  She said that verbal responses have been received from Robert Miller, who serves on the Building Code Appeals Board, expressing interest in serving another term and from John Reisenweber, who serves on the Berkeley Senior Services Board, stating that he would not be interested in serving another term.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Reisenweber and requested that the Commission forward a letter of appreciation to him.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to reappoint Robert Miller to another 5 year term on the Building Code Appeals Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of December – Discussion/Action



Estate Hearing Scheduling – Month of December – Discussion/Action



Proposed Rate Increase for Fiduciary Commissioners – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers came before the County Commission to present a listing of the estate accounts for the month of December.  A total of 49 accounts were presented and read aloud at today’s meeting.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the estate accounts as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the listing can be found attached to this set of official minutes.

Ms. Childers stated that 2 estate hearings will have to be scheduled.  The first estate hearing that needs to be scheduled is for the estate of Jack Harold Novie Harman.  Legal Counsel for this estate has had for a continuance.  The second estate hearing that needs to be scheduled is for the estate of Nancy Rebecca Ropp.  Legal Counsel for this estate would like to apprise the Commission of some new developments.  Following a brief discussion regarding dates and times, it was unanimously decided to schedule both estate hearing on January 24, 2008 at 11:40 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. respectively.  

The last issue that was brought before the Commission today by Ms. Childers was the Fiduciary Commissioner rate increase.  Since the information was just received prior to today’s meeting the Commission requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Moment of Silence

The County Commission requested a moment of silence in remembrance of all of the miners that were lost 100 years ago today in the worst mining accident in history.  

Re:

The Honorable Preston Gooden, Assessor

Draft Schedule – Board of Review and Equalization – 2008 – Discussion/Action


County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the County Commission to discuss a draft schedule for the 2008 Board of Review and Equalization.  Following a brief discussion regarding the proper procedures, the Commission unanimously decided to hold the 2008 Board of Review and Equalization on the following dates:

1. February 1, 2008 (Friday) – 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

2. February 5, 2008 (Tuesday) – 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

3. February 7, 2008 (Thursday) – 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

4. February 11, 2008 (Monday) – 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

5. February 15, 2008 (Friday) – 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator



Meeting Report

Berkeley County Administrator Deborah Hammond provided the Commissioner with a report on the meetings that she attended over the last week.  A copy of that report is attached to these official minutes.

Re:

Capt. Melvin Welch



Report on Holiday Activities of the Salvation Army

Capt. Melvin Welch of the Salvation Army came before the County Commission to provide them with a report on the Salvation Army’s holiday activities.  Capt. Welch stated that they are providing holiday gifts to 1,200 children and are assisting 800 families this year through their Red Kettle and Angel Tree drives.  He said that all donations stay in the areas of Berkeley, Jefferson and Morgan Counties.  Capt. Welch stated that the Salvation Army is struggling this year because the donations are not coming in as expected.  He said that they will conduct their distributions on December 18th, 19th, and 20th, 2007.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Capt. Welch does an excellent job screening kettle bell ringers and doing background checks on each.  He said that a few local banks have stepped in to assist.  

Ms. Hammond stated that Patti Mills of the Prosecuting Attorney’s office is heading up the stocking drive this year.  

Capt. Welch stated that “dress a teddy and dress a doll” are other programs that the Salvation Army has where individuals can obtain a teddy bear and/or a doll and dress them up to give to a needy child.  

Re:

Lynn Walker, Director, Pan Tran



Report on Current Activities of Pan Tran

Lynn Walker, Director of Pan Tran, came before the Commission to provide them with a report on their current activities.  Ms. Walker stated that their ridership, thus far for their year, is 115,148 versus 96,506 from one year ago.  A chart, reflecting 2003 to 2007 was provided to the Commissioners to show them just how far Pan Tran has gone over the years.  

Ms. Walker stated that they are currently working on several projects that included non-emergency medical transportation.  She said that they are also trying to establish “Park and Ride” areas.  Ms. Walker stated that there are only two in the county at this time.  She said that Pan Tran is trying to get the congestion off of the road and she said that they need to get some signs up regarding the “Park and Ride”.  Ms. Walker stated that they will be doing surveys on data at the train station and the college.  

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Walker if Pan Tran receives any contributions from Shepherd College.  Ms. Walker stated that they do not receive any contributions from Shepherd College and Pan Tran will not be traveling to that location until they start funding them.

Ms. Walker stated that they have 3 bus shelters for Berkeley County and she said that they would like to place one at the DHHR and one at the Judicial Center.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Pan Tran give the Commission something in writing and they will respond.

Re:

Request for Public Hearing – Home Consortium

Ms. Hammond stated that she received a call from Pat McMillan with the Home Consortium informing her that last December they completed the first public hearing for that program.  She said that it is required that a public hearing be held on a yearly basis then asked the Commission if they were agreeable with scheduling another.  Following a brief discussion, the Commission unanimously agreed to hold the public hearing for the Home Consortium on January 10, 2008.

Re:

Donald Alburger



William Teach, County Engineer



Request to Expedite Building Permit – Wooden Deck – Discussion/Action

Donald Alburger requested to come before the Commission to expedite a building permit on a wooden deck.  Mr. Alburger was not present at today’s meeting.  County Engineer William Teach approached the bench and stated that the plans for the deck called for 2’x6’ and 2’x8’ which conflicts.  He said that he forwarded a letter to Mr. Alburger on November 27, 2007 regarding the contradiction and also requested the license number of the contractor doing the work.  Mr. Teach stated that he has not received any response.  President Teufel stated that he sees no issue regarding the permit. 

Re:

Don Wood, Berkeley County Historical Society

Community Participation Program Grant Application and New Building Purchase – Berkeley County Historical Society – Discussion/Action

Insurance Coverage – Historical Society and Historic Landmarks Property – Continued – Discussion/Action 


Don Wood of the Berkeley County Historical Society came before the Commission regarding the Community Participation Program grant and the purchase of a new building.  He also wanted to discuss insurance coverage on the properties that fall under the Historical Society and the Historic Landmarks Commission.  


The first issue was regarding the grant and Mr. Wood asked the Commission for their blessing for the grant and the purchase of a new building and parking lot.


The next issue was regarding insurance coverage.  Commissioner Collins stated that they are preparing information that the Risk Pool is asking for regarding the historical properties and perhaps insurance can be provided directly through the Risk Pool.  He said that it would be a lot cheaper if the coverage can be done that way.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Sheriff’s Item Report

Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the County Commission to make a presentation of a photography collage that contained the pictures of Berkeley County Sheriffs from the late 1800’s to the present day.  Sheriff Smith stated that the pictures were lost at one time and then found in a trash can by Sgt. Wilson.  Sgt. Wilson then had the pictures framed and matted.  He said that he would give the pictures back as long as they stay in the Judicial Center. 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting until 7:00 p.m. this evening.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

PM MEETING

7:00 p.m.

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel

Pamela Swartwood, William Teach, Bruce Dorsey, Edgar Mason, Clint Hogbin, Paul Fisher, Wayne Dunham, Tim Feltner, Curtis Keller, Howard Collins, Bill Butler, Greg Rhoe, Chris Diehl, Robert Heavner

The Evening Prayer was led by Bruce Dorsey followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Tim Feltner.

Commissioner Stubblefield was unable to attend this evening’s meeting.

Re:

PUBLIC HEARING



PROPOSED GRADING PERMIT FEE



William Teach, County Engineer

The County Commission scheduled a public hearing this evening at 7:05 p.m. to receive comments regarding a proposed grading permit fee.  If approved, the grading permit fee for residential would be $50.00 and $500.00 for commercial and blanket subdivisions.  A $50.00 re-inspection fee will also apply to the grading inspection.

Robert Heavner was the only member of the public that addressed the Commission regarding his opposition.  A copy of his statement is included in this set of minutes.

Hearing no other comments, Commissioner Collins made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  

Mr. Bentley requested that the Commission place the issue on next week’s agenda for action and to take any written comments until that time.

Re:

Paul Fisher, Berkeley County Public Service Water District



Report on Current Water District Activities

Paul Fisher, Executive Director of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District, approached the bench and stated that he and his Board, along with members of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District, were here tonight to address the Commission’s letter in June to consider the two Districts merging into one body.  He then introduced Grey Rhoe to provide a presentation to the Commission.

Mr. Rhoe approached the bench and gave the Commissioners the reasons why the two Districts should not become one body at this time.  

Following a discussion regarding the two Districts’ obligations, Mr. Rhoe stated that he didn’t feel it would be a wise move at this time.  Commissioner Collins then recommended that the two bodies cease any further effort on the issue.  

President Teufel stated that the Commission does not have to take any action on this issue tonight but perhaps it can be revisited in about two years.

Re:

Clint Hogbin, Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority



Solid Waste Authority Recycling Report

Clint Hogbin, Chair of the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority, came before the County Commission to provide them with an update on the Solid Waste Authority’s recycling program.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the Solid Waste Authority had three major events that included a Freon Unit Recycling event in May, and Electronic Recycling event in June and a Tire Collection event in September. 

Mr. Hogbin provided the Commissioners with detailed information regarding their activities along with information on curbside recycling and lessons that have been learned over the past year.  A copy of the detailed information is attached to this set of minutes.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess this evening’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.

Approved:______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

