Berkeley County Commission Meeting                             November 15, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Curtis Wheeler, Donna McMahan, Gwen Campbell, Brian Taylor, Gary Collis, Steve Allen, Roy Hall, Greg Noll, Pam Holstein Wallace, Carla Robinson, Stefanie Morton, Matthew Mullenax

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Curtis Wheeler of the Winchester Avenue Christian Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell of the County’s Finance Office.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Discussion/Action

1. Approval of Agenda

2. Purchase Order Log

3. Approval of Minutes

4. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions

5. Engagement Letter – Cox Holliday Price – Berkeley County Building Commission

6. Nuisance Appeal Board

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Ms. Hammond stated that Clarence Martin, III, scheduled for 10:40 a.m. regarding the Roundhouse Authority, was unable to attend today’s meeting.  President Teufel requested that the Administrative Issues scheduled for 12:00 p.m. be moved to the 10:40 a.m. time slot.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve today’s agenda with the aforementioned changes.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 13 to Bowles Rice in the amount of $1,800.82.  He requested information on what services were performed and what account the charges should be taken out of.  Ms. Hammond stated that each individual office will be billed for services; otherwise, the Courthouse Account will be in deficient.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the purchase order to Bowles Rice.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the issue regarding the Nuisance Appeal Board not be included in the consent agenda and also consider the calendars as part of the consent agenda.  Mr. Bentley stated that if the recommendation from the Nuisance Appeal Board is declaring the dog “non-vicious” and there are no other questions on the part of Animal Control then the Nuisance Appeal Board recommendations can be part of the consent agenda.  Commissioner Stubblefield agreed with Mr. Bentley but he said that by not including in the consent agenda the Board and Animal Control would have the opportunity to appear before the Commission.  President Teufel agreed with Commissioner Stubblefield.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden did not have anything to present to the Commission for approval today.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District on Tuesday and reported that he had the privilege of touring the Water District’s drilling operation regarding their intake drilling under the Potomac River.  He stated that it is a very sophisticated process using lasers to keep them on target.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the total project will cost approximately 30 million dollars and if coupled with the Berkeley County Public Sewer District at 30 million dollars there will be 60 million dollars for public services for Berkeley County.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that a chloroform violation was found and a public notice will be gong out prior to the District’s meeting with the County Commission next month.  He stated that he feels that there was a mistake in the laboratory because there were two negative results and one positive result.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there will be no appeal because of the need to go through publications. 



Commissioner Collins stated that he was out of town and had nothing to report today.  He said that he received a call from Steve Catlett of Parks and Recreation stated that the dedication for the Quad Graphics Gym is tentatively scheduled for December 5, 2007; he will let the Commission know when the date is confirmed.  



President Teufel stated that Shug Kisner is currently recuperating in the hospital.  He requested that a letter be forwarded to him and his family.



President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board on Tuesday and reported that they are in preparation of their annual audit.  He stated that the big issue is the cost of insurance.  President Teufel stated that they will be increasing the deductible amount to try to get this expense under control.  He said that they will be bidding out the insurance the first of next year.  President Teufel stated that the Fire Board will be able, in the near future, to accept credit cards for fee payments. 

Re:
Pamela Holstein-Wallace


WV Homeland Security Regional III Planner


Region III Planning – Mass Migration – Discussion/Action


Steve Allen, Director – Emergency Services and Homeland Security



Regional III Planner Pamela Holstein-Wallace, along with Steve Allen, Director of Emergency Services and Homeland Security, came before the Commissioners to present them with the Region III planning for mass migration.  Ms. Holstein-Wallace stated that a tabletop exercise was held in August and a full tabletop exercise was held in October.  She said that information on an action plan will be forwarded to the County Commission.  Mr. Allen also provided input.    



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County is looking for funding for infrastructure.  He said that if we don’t have the roads we will not be able to accommodate the mass migration.



Information regarding the shelter of the large HAZMAT truck and trailer at the South Berkeley Station 29 locations was also provided to the Commission.

Re:
Carla Robinson, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority


Exoneration Report Correction – Discussion/Action



Carla Robinson of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority came before the Commission regarding a correction on the exoneration report that was acted upon by the Commission last week.  Frank Wiley was listed two times on the exoneration report and the Commission will need to take action to void the duplication.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to void the duplication of Frank Wiley regarding his ambulance fee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

Re:
Deborah Hammond, County Administrator


Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action


Joint Meeting – County Commission and City of Martinsburg – Discussion/Action



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator, presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from the Planning Office informing the Commission of the resignation of Megan Clark effective November 28, 2007.  Ms. Clark held the position of Planner II.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Clark and requested a letter of appreciation be forwarded to her.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that an exit interview be done on Ms. Clark.

2. Joint Meeting-County Commission and City of Martinsburg – Ms. Hammond stated that she e-mailed Mark Baldwin, City Manager, a copy of the draft agenda for the upcoming joint meeting between the County Commission and the City of Martinsburg.  He will be forwarded Ms. Hammond any changes or addition to the draft agenda.

3. Weekly Report – Ms. Hammond provided the Commissioner with a report on the meetings that she attended over the last week.  A copy of that report is attached to these official minutes.

Re:

Strategic Planning Session



Berkeley County Planning Commission



Comprehensive Plan Growth Management Implementation Schedule



Stefanie Morton, Berkeley County Planning Director



Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning and GIS



Room 200 – Dunn Building – Second Floor

A Strategic Planning Session was held in Room 200 of the Dunn Building to discuss the Comprehensive Plan Growth Management Implementation Schedule.  County Planner Stefanie Morton and Matthew Mullenax, both of the Planning Commission Office were in attendance.

Highlights of the meeting included carefully going over the following growth management plan strategies:

1. Plan future land uses based on water availability – this has been achieved by Berkeley County.

2. Future land use – all subdivisions will have to adhere to the regulations and sustainability needs to be considered to insure new customers.

3. Subdivision Regulations – currently working on and looking to add items to cover schools, water, etc.  Work is still being done on transportation setbacks and turn lanes to have the developer provide.  Once the work regarding schools has been completed we will go back to public hearing.  Berkeley County will be the first to initiate 8A for standards for subdivisions.  The Subdivision Regulations need to be correct and understandable; they will be ready to be implemented in early 2008.   

4. Zoning – Public hearings will be held in November by the Planning Commission.  They will receive comments that may or may not be incorporated into the document.  The County Commission will then need to hold two public hearings within 15 days of each other and have the opportunity to make changes.  Two informational meetings have been held and Zoning will be placed on the May 2008 Ballot.    If Zoning is not passed the TDRs will go down the tube.  If Zoning does pass it will become effective the next day.  It will take up to 90 days to implement.

5. TDR Ordinance – Comments on the TDR Ordinance will go to ZAC and then through a public hearing.  One comment has been received thus far.  The County’s website is providing educational programs.

6. Newsletter – Because of the limited personnel and the funding the Newsletter will be addressed during 2008.  Currently there are pamphlets and brochures available.

7. Revitalize Town Centers – The County is continuing to revitalize downtown i.e. Martins and CVS.  Mr. Bentley suggested that a sub-committee be formed for a more aggressive pursuit in encouraging downtown revitalization.  

Re:

Recess



Approved:____________________________________





Steven C. Teufel, President  

