Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                November 1, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary for the County Administrator

Pastor Carol Strickler, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Gayle Remenick, Jay Russell, Matthew Mullenax, Steve Allen, Bill Kearns, Steve Aberegg, Maria Childers, Larry Lamp, Bob Crawford

The Morning Prayer was led by Pastor Carol Strickler of the Fellowship Church of the Brethren followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of October 29, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond brought attention to a purchase order on page 6 to L. Robert Kimball Assoc., Incorporated for Orthophotos.  She stated that the Emergency Service Professional Services line is being charged $54,350.00 for this service and that budget will not be able to withstand that expense.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the funds could be taken out of the Planning Commission budget.  Ms. Hammond stated that that could be possible.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Planning Commission will have to find other revenue for the Emergency Services shortfall.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 12 to C-Cap in the amount of $2,500.00.  He asked if this was the County’s yearly allocation to them.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 15 to Bradley Benson in the amount of $200.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is a reimbursement for an examination fee.



Commissioner Collins asked if the total figure for expenses could be placed on the purchase order log on a weekly basis.  Ms. Hammond stated that she could provide the numbers that our office has compiled.  



President Teufel stated that he received an e-mail regarding an advertisement for the Journal.  He stated that we need to contact the Journal and try to get the best deal we can get for our advertising.



Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the purchase order for L. Robert Kimball Assoc., Inc.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Federal Certification Report – Discussion/Action



President Teufel stated that Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, provided all of the information.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Report is inclusive of all revenue funds.  



Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the paperwork.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the October 18, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.



Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.



Commissioner Stubblefield was out of state when the October 18, 2007 meeting took place.  He did not participate in any action on the approval of the minutes.

Re:
Correction of Assessment Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. King, Steven Todd – District 01 – Ticket #01000020785 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $85.82.  Office error.

2. King, Steven Todd – District 01 – Ticket #1000020815 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $323.83.  Office error.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Gayle Remenick of the West Virginia State Tax Department came before the County Commission regarding an exoneration for Quebecor World, Inc.  Ms. Remenick stated that the company made an error on last year’s tax return in the amount of $600,000.00 and they have requested to have the error corrected.  President Teufel asked Ms. Remenick how much tax dollars are in that error.  Ms. Remenick stated that the tax dollar amount is $7,714.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that those funds have been expended and the only way the error can be corrected is to provide a credit.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to give Quebecor World, Inc. credit on future taxes and have the record reflect that this was a mistake made by them and not the County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  President Teufel asked Ms. Remenick to provide the Commission with a copy of all of the paperwork regarding the issue.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Senior Services Board of Directors and reported that they will be holding a “Soup Bowl” on Sunday as part of their fundraising program.  He said that they will also be having a Christmas Tea later in the month.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District on Tuesday and reported that they had a professional evaluation done on their top management staff.  He stated that they are looking at using a performance based salary scale.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting that was scheduled by Human Resources Director Alan Davis.  He reported that it was a very good meeting and a lot of good questions were asked.  He stated that another similar meeting will be held next week.  President Teufel asked if all of the Elected Officials attended the meeting.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Circuit Clerk was not in attendance.  President Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to the Circuit Clerk regarding the issue.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County Commission held their Retreat on Tuesday at the Woods and reported that it was very successful.  He requested that a letter be forwarded to those individuals that attended the meeting and a letter of thanks to Ray and Madelyn Johnson for the use of the facility.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission should hold a Retreat at least two times each year.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Collins stated that Jim Whitacre’s term on the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority has expired.  He said that Mr. Whitacre has served very well on the Authority and he would move to re-appoint Mr. Whitacre to another three year term.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield’s term on the Water Resource Advisory Board expired on September 30, 2007.  He stated that he would be happy to serve another term.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to re-appoint Commissioner Stubblefield to the Water Resource Advisory Board for another one-year term.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield abstained from any action.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Farmland Protection Board is still actively looking for a farmer to serve on that Board.

President Teufel stated that the Commission received a letter from Gary Poling informing them of his resignation.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Poling and requested to forward a letter of thanks to him for all of his work.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

President Teufel stated that the Commission received a letter from Pan Tran informing them of the resignation of Sharon Bartgis.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept Ms. Bartgis’ resignation and to forward a letter of thanks to her.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of November and December

The updated Commission calendars for the months of November and December were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. November 2, 2007 – A Dedication regarding the Rain Garden at the Judicial Center will take place beginning at 1:00 p.m.

2. November 8th, 15th, 29th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

3. November 12, 2007 – Veteran’s Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

4. November 16, 2007 – The CCA Regional Legislative Roundtable Meeting will be held at the Old Charles Town Library in Charles Town, WV between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

5. November 22nd and 23rd, 2007 – Thanksgiving Day Holiday.  The County Offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of November and December

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of November and December were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. November 5, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. November 6, 2007 – The Berkeley County Roundhouse Authority will meet.

3. November 6, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

4. November 7, 2007 – The Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

5. November 8, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

6. November 13, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

7. November 14, 2007 – The Berkeley Senior Services Board will meet.

8. November 15, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

9. November 19, 2007 – The LEPC and OES will meet.

10. November 19, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

11. November 20, 2007 – Berkeley County Parks and Recreation will meet.

12. November 20, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

13. November 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet.

14. November 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

15. November 29, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Library Article 

Commissioner Collins stated that there was an article in the Journal regarding the local Library and their decision to use funds to lobby regarding a Bill that was passed concerning school funding.  He said that the Library in question is located in Kanawha County and he objects as Kanawha County does not assist us in any way.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with Commissioner Collins.   

Mr. Bentley stated that it is statutory to fund and he too agrees with the Commissioners.  He said that it is inappropriate of the local library to use the funds as proposed by the local library but there is nothing in the Code that prohibits doing so. 

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission should do a resolution.  He said that the Commission is responsible for how tax dollars are spent.  President Teufel stated that he agreed with Commissioners Collins and Stubblefield.  He said that we are getting pushed aside and we need to contact our delegation saying that we do not approve.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission, in addition to a resolution, can write a letter to the Library asking for a copy of their detailed budget to see how they are spending their money.  President Teufel requested that a resolution be presented to the Commission for all three Commissioners’ signatures.

Re:
Transfer of Vehicle to Deputy Reserve – City of Martinsburg – Discussion/Action



Commissioner Collins stated that the City of Martinsburg would like to donate a vehicle to the County for use by the Deputy Reserves.  He said that it is an old vehicle but it has a new engine.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the vehicle from the City of Martinsburg for the Deputy Reserves.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor


Requisitions – Roofing – 110 West King Street, Berkeley County Senior Center, Bird Control and Carpet Cleaning – Judicial Center – Discussion/Action


Berkeley County Judicial Center Service Elevator Maintenance Agreement – Continued Item – Discussion/Action



Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hot Water Heater-Senior Center – Mr. Russell stated that the Berkeley County Senior Center had Moreland’s Plumbing replace elements in a hot water heater.  He said that the total amount for the repair was $637.87 and they forwarded the bill to the Commission to pay.  Mr. Russell stated that he feels that the Senior Center should pay for the repairs.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Russell is raising a very critical point.  He said that the County owns that building and in the past we have assumed the responsibilities.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the County had anything in writing regarding the Center.  Mr. Bentley responded by saying yes.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission has the responsibility to respond but not to pay bills that we do not receive prior notification of needed work.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Russell if the Senior Center normally contacts him when repairs are needed.  Ms. Russell responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that they have the funding that they can spend and he requested that the invoice be forwarded back to the Senior Center asking them to pay for the repairs.  He said that perhaps the next time they will contact us before repairs are made.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that as tight as our budget is this year the Senior Center really needs to take care of this invoice themselves.  President Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to them regarding the issue.  He further stated that he would stop at the Center and let them know where the Commission stands.

2. Carpet Cleaning-Judicial Center – Mr. Russell stated that the carpet on the third and fourth floors of the Judicial Center needs to be cleaned.  He said that this type of cleaning is outside of our contract with LeScrub.  Mr. Russell stated that he received a proposal from LeScrub and it will cost us $.17 per square foot and will come to a total of $1,157.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that since this service is outside of our contract he suggested that Mr. Russell seek estimates from other companies since the time element is not critical.  Mr. Russell stated that he would obtain two or three quotes.

3. Bird Control for HVAC-Judicial Center – Mr. Russell stated that the HVAC units at the Judicial Center do not have screening underneath of them and bird and pigeons are roosting under them.  He said that he obtained quotes from various companies but feels that the Facilities Department can do the job cheaper.  President Teufel stated that we may have to put the request in next year’s budget.  Commissioner Collins suggested that Mr. Russell meet with his personnel to see if they can do the job at a cheaper rate.

4. Leaky Roof-Dunn Building-110 West King Street – Mr. Russell stated that they are trying to patch the Dunn Building roof to keep from experiencing any further damage.  He said that he brought in a new company and they would like to bring in a hot tar machine to correct the leaks.  Mr. Russell stated that he felt this will help tremendously and would recommend approval from the Commission.  He said that the total cost will be $2,890.00 which includes clean-up.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked about the leak at 110 West King Street.  Mr. Russell stated that there is a problem on the edge of the roof and the water is coming in around the flashing.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with Mr. Russell that it will cost the County more if these problems are not corrected.  He then made a motion to approve the recommendation of Mr. Russell and have Carson Roofing make the repairs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

5. Elevator Contract-Judicial Center – President Teufel stated that the Commission did not have the opportunity to discuss the elevator contract for the Judicial Center.  He asked to place the issue on next week’s agenda.  Mr. Russell stated that, just as a reminder, the current contract expires today.  Ms. Hammond stated that they are new elevators and she would suggest that the Commission approve the cheaper quote that was received from Kone.  Commissioner Collins stated that he didn’t see the need to discuss the matter with DMJM and that he agreed with Ms. Hammond to go with the cheaper quote.  Mr. Russell stated that he was contacted by Kone and they want to renegotiate and perhaps we can get an additional reduction.  Commissioner Collins requested that the issue be held until Mr. Russell has the opportunity to discuss the quote with Kone.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning

Report on Status of Proposed Zoning Ordinance and Public Hearing Dates – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Office came before the Commission to present a report on the status of the proposed Zoning Ordinance and the proposed public hearing dates.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the second draft of the proposed Zoning Ordinance has been released to the public and hard copies are available at the four County public libraries, the Planning Commission Office, the County Commission Office and on the County’s website.


Mr. Mullenax state that the Planning Commission public hearings, on the proposed Zoning Ordinance, have been advertised for Tuesday, November 27, 2007 and Wednesday, November 28, 2007; both starting at 7:00 p.m.


Mr. Mullenax stated that the first draft of the Transferable Development Rights (TDR) Ordinance has been released to the public with hard copies available at the four County public libraries, the Planning Commission Office, the County Commission Office and on the County’s website.  


He said that, as with the proposed Zoning Ordinance, there will be a series of public education meetings on the proposed TDR Ordinance.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the purpose of these meetings is to provide the basis of TDRs, present the draft Ordinance and provide an opportunity for public input.  He said that there will be three public education meetings on the proposed TDR Ordinance held on the following dates:

1. November 13, 2007 – Tuesday – 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. – Musselman High School.

2. November 14, 2007 – Wednesday – 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. – James Rumsey.

3. November 17, 2007 – Saturday – 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. – Dunn Building.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he spoke with Mr. Mullenax this morning and he is going to write an introduction on the proposed TDR Ordinance to make it more easily understood.  He then asked Mr. Mullenax if they were still on target to have everything completed for the May ballot.  Mr. Mullenax stated that it will be if the County Clerk has the documents from the County Commission by mid March.

Re:

Bill Kearns, Berkeley County Health Department



Report on Flu Shot Clinic and Projections for Flu Season



Report on Health Department Quarterly Activities

Bill Kearns of the Berkeley County Health Department came before the County Commission to provide them with an update on the recent flu shot clinic, the projections for the upcoming flu season and the Health Department’s quarterly activities.  Mr. Kearns stated that 25,000 people were vaccinated and the Health Department is providing vaccine to multiple agencies.  Mr. Kearns stated that everyone needs to get a flu shot.  He said that the Health Department provides the shots “at cost” to them.  Mr. Kearns stated that they anticipate 1,000 more inoculations will be given Friday.  He said that they have a clinic set up at the Martinsburg Mall and at James Rumsey.

Mr. Kearns stated that the Health Department is fully staffed at this time.  He said that they will receive approximately $120,000.00 less this coming year for threat preparedness and it falls down to the staffing.  Mr. Kearns stated that they have to get very creative with their monies and they will probably lose staffing because of the reduced funds.  He said that a Funding Study will be held on November 8, 2007 by the Association of Local Health Departments and he would be glad to provide the Commission with a list of their shortfalls.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested a copy of the statistics so it can be presented to the County Commission Association to be included on the legislative agenda.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to discuss the cases of MRSA (staph infection) that has been reported in the area.  He said that from the reports that he has received Berkeley County has been very lucky.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he has not seen much regarding the symptoms and he asked Mr. Kearns if we would serve our citizenry better if we placed the symptoms in the newspaper and on the radio.  Mr. Kearns stated that we have approximately 12 cases of MRSA in Berkeley County which is normal every year.  He said that the Health Department has provided public service announcements to the community and the information is also provided through the links on their website.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Iron Springs Road – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office presented an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Iron Springs Road to the Commission for their approval.  


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the Agreement and found everything in order.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel

Draft Agreement – Payne’s Ford Road and Talbott Avenue Fencing Request – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Counsel for the County Commission, presented a draft Agreement to the Commissioners regarding a request made by Creighton Propps.  Mr. Propps addressed the Commission last week and requested permission to place a fence across a portion of land that is owned by the County.  The Commission approved the request and asked Mr. Bentley to draw up an Agreement.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he mentioned notification of gaining access through the gate that will be installed for the purposes of maintenance.  Mr. Bentley stated that he could include that in the Agreement but if those parties that need to gain access are told they will know that they can.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he is not worried about current employees, etc.; but three years down the road how will anyone know.  President Teufel stated that he didn’t feel that Mr. Propps should place a sign on the gate.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Agreement looked fine.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Agreement and to authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of November – Discussion/Action



Scheduling of Estate Hearings – Month of November – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers presented the following estate accounts, for the month of November, to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Charles William Armbrester

2. Helen Patricia Ann Baker aka Patricia K.

3. John C. Barthlow, Jr.

4. Mark A. Benedict

5. Helen J. Buttorff

6. Oliver J. Cameron

7. H. Nelson Clarke

8. Gwendolyn K. Davis

9. Lillie May Faircloth

10. Max E. Foltz

11. Ruth Imogene Funkhouser

12. Leonard Gerhardt

13. Emroy M. Gustafson

14. Helen Theresa Haas

15. Wilma Lee Genevieve Hoover

16. Melvina Sarah Justus

17. Raymond C. LeFevre

18. Robert E. Lutz

19. Anna Margaret Linton

20. Joseph Mills, Sr.

21. Debra Kaye Murphy

22. Helen Celia McCarty

23. Charles J. Oldread

24. Myrtle L. Pryor

25. Goldie S. Palmer

26. Ruby Byers Shade

27. Bernard W. Sine

28. Alberte Tetreault

29. Mildred L. Wells

30. Charles A. Wroe

31. Charles E. Wyndham

32. Perry Elizabeth Wyndham

33. Douglas Michael Zirk

34. Nancy Armistead McMurray

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the estate accounts as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Estate Hearing – Estate of Carl H. Harman – Discussion/Action

A hearing was scheduled today at 11:40 a.m. on the estate of Carl H. Harman.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission will need to take action for one beneficiary to continue the Harman estate because of court dates.  He said that he spoke with some of the beneficiaries and they are fine with the decision.  Mr. Bentley recommended that the Commission grant a continuance and reschedule the hearing for a later date. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to allow one beneficiary to continue the estate and to grant a continuance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers stated that she would get in touch with the beneficiaries and arrange a date for the continuance.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Proposed Berkeley County Commission Retreat – Report – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – Berkeley County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Maintenance Agreement – Commlink Systems – Law Enforcement Phone System – Discussion/Action

Meeting Report


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Human Resources Director Alan Davis recommending the hiring of Tamera Patrice Reese to fill the Permits Technician vacancy in the Engineering Office.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission delayed filling this position but due to absences in the Engineering Office the position needs to be filled.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to hire Tamera Patrice Reese as a Permits Technician.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Stefanie Morton, County Planner, requesting approval to hire Heather Hamilton to fill the Scanner/Clerk vacancy in her office.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Heather Hamilton.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Dunn Building Roof – Ms. Hammond stated that she, Commissioner Collins and Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM met regarding the Dunn Building Roof.  Commissioner Collins asked for this project to be moved up for completion.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission did an RFP for Engineering Services and DMJM responded and now we can tap in on their resources when needed.  She said that the Commission will receive a revised schedule for design on the work in about two weeks.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it will cost three quarters of a million dollars for design.  Ms. Hammond stated that it would be for design and construction maintenance.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the costs would be paid for out of the bond monies.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.  President Teufel stated that he would like to know the expected “done” dates.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to go forward on the Dunn Building Roof project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

4. Cancelled Check Order – A Cancelled Check Order was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  If action is taken the Order will cancel check #0004513 in the amount of $30.25 to Arden Equipment and Repair and check #0004300 in the amount of $75.00 to the Department of Motor Vehicles.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collin and unanimously approved.

5. Maintenance Agreement-Commlink Systems – Ms. Hammond presented a copy of a maintenance agreement invoice to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action.  She stated that the invoice is in the amount of $2,654.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that the phone system was installed in 2002 with 60 phones.  She said that in October there were 10 service calls made at $150.00 each, $117.00 per hour was charged plus travel costs.  Ms. Hammond stated that that will be $1,500.00 without the agreement.  She said that she will be asking Commlink Systems for a yearly report to show the service performed and the amount of savings.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if there was much difference between Commlink and Verizon.  Ms. Hammond stated that if we went with Verizon we would have up front costs for the new equipment.

6. Meeting Report – A copy of each of the meetings, along with a brief synopsis on each meeting, which Ms. Hammond attended, is attached to this set of minutes.  Those meetings included a Chamber of Commerce Visioning Meeting, the Associated Builders and Construction Award Dinner, a meeting with DMJM, the County Commission Retreat, Performance Management Training and a Court Security Grant meeting.

Re:

Items from the Public

Bob Crawford, Executive Director of the Berkeley County Development Authority, came before the Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Mr. Crawford stated that he has been working with a prospect and needs to talk with the County Commission in an executive session.  President Teufel stated that an executive session is not scheduled on today’s agenda.  He informed Mr. Crawford that he is welcome to stay until after today’s meeting and speak, individually, with each Commissioner. 

Larry Lamb came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public” regarding Spring Mills Farm.  Mr. Lamb stated that there is no one in charge of the Sewer District anymore.  He said that the sewer project that is taking place at Spring Mills Farm is a complete disaster.  Mr. Lamb stated that he has made calls and the Engineer of the project passes the authority to the State and the State passes the authority back to the Sewer District.  Mr. Lamb said that no one returns his calls and something has to be done.  He said that they are destroying the development, throwing trash and urinating in the open.  

Commission Collins stated that the Sewer District is aware of the problems and trying to address them.  He said that it is only one firm and the Sewer District has asked the Superintendent to come before the Board.  Commissioner Collins stated that they are not getting the cooperation needed from the contractor.  He said that the company is Ground Breakers and the District has used them before with no problems.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:_____________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President    
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