Berkeley County Commission Meeting                          October 25, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Walter Bowers, Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Gail Remenick, Renee Hudson, Jay Russell, John W. Small, Jr., Creighton Propps, Don Wood, Clint Hogbin, Lavonne Paden, Bill Weis, Steve Aberegg, Debbie Nichols, Gary Wine, W. Randy Smith, Alan Davis

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Walter Bowers, Retired, of the Bedington United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes or additions, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of October 23, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 1 to Chad Jones in the amount of $501.69.  Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, stated that when an employee is on Workers’ Compensation they can purchase sick leave or vacation leave.  She said that Mr. Jones provided  the County with two of his Workers’ Compensation checks and the $501.69 is the overage of those two checks that is due Mr. Jones.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 1 to HSBC Business Solutions in the amount of $456.90.  Gwen Campbell stated that the Facilities Department purchased heavy duty forks for their fork lift.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 2 to Miller Electric Company, Inc. in the amount of $3,135.41.  He stated that the description said that this was for an air conditioning unit in the Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County will have the new chiller system in by spring plus we are out of the summer season at this time.  He asked why this repair was made.  Ms. Hammond explained that the Facilities Department works on complaints when they are received.  She said that she would discuss the matter with Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 12 to the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District in the amount of $5,000.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that that is the County Commission’s annual share that they make to the Conservation District.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 16 to Glass America, Inc. in the amount of $254.36 for a windshield.  He asked how the windshield was broken.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was due to vandalism in the Church Street parking lot.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated “all the more to get the fence installed”.  



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 3 to Aristatek, Inc. in the amount of $500.00.  He asked if it was an encumbrance for tech support.  Ms. Hammond stated that the explanation and back up information was attached to the purchase order.  President Teufel requested that the purchase order be held until further information is obtained.  



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 5 to BB&T Bankcard Corporation in the amount of $2,608.51, all of which is being charged to the County Commission.  Ms. Hammond stated that she also questioned the purchase order and found that the County Commission is being asked to purchase items for other offices.  She said that she wants to check the purchases so the Commission is not charged for something that they did not order.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he has seen, in the past, where the County credit cards are being used for personal business and then the County is being reimbursed for those purchases.  He said that his personal preference is that the County credit cards be used for official business only and he would like to see a memorandum to that effect forwarded to the various offices.  President Teufel stated that he agreed with Commissioner Stubblefield.  



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the purchase order to Aristatek, Inc. and Bankcard Corporation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



A brief discussion took place regarding the budget.  It was agreed that some of the budget lines are currently at 25% while a few are over-budget at this time.  President Teufel stated that he would be meeting with County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. today regarding the issue.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the October 11, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  Commissioner Collins was not in attendance at that meeting.  



Hearing no requests for corrections or changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  Commissioner Collins abstained.  

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the Commission for their approval:

1. Hendricks, Larry – District 03 – Ticket #03000000835 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $61.02.  Keyed wrong.

2. Hoyt, Daryl – District 03 – Ticket #03000004865 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $16.12.  Office error.

3. Hoyt, Daryl – District 03 – Ticket #03000007085 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $26.60.  Office error.

4. Hockenberry, Ricky – District 01 – Ticket #08000017815 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $77.92.  Should not have been a penalty.

5. Harrison, Dennis – District 01 – Ticket #01000003235 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $621.02.  Wrong year.

6. Forsyth, Ward – District 02 – Ticket #306510 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $129.22.  Camper was put on real estate bill.

7. King, Steven – District 01 – Ticket #01000020825 – Tax Year 2007 -   Amount to be Exonerated $323.83.  Wrong key.

8. Marzano, Luis – District 06 – Ticket #0600000125 – Tax Year 2007 -   Amount to be Exonerated $133.52.  Office error.

9. Parker, Benjamin – District 02 – Ticket #13251 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Need to remove State back tax records.

10. Wright, Douglas – District 02 – Ticket #16791 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $41.32.  Back tax needs deleted.  

11. Wilson, Galen (Church of New Beginnings) – District 08 – Ticket #46756 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $577.20.  Church should be exempt.

12. Hess, Margaret – District 08 – Ticket #45252 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $57.00.  Homestead Exemption.

13. Coats, Mark – District 02 – Ticket #8748 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $29.00.  Back tax needs deleted.

14. Gillis, Joseph – District 02 – Ticket #10257 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

15. Gillis, Joseph – District 02 – Ticket #10255 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

16. Reeves, Richard – District 02 – Ticket #13684 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

17. May, Charles – District 08 – Ticket #46120 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $153.90.  Homestead Exemption.

18. Morningside, Estelle – District 01 – Ticket #4323 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $708.50.  Duplicate assessment.

19. Bowman, Paul – District 01 – Ticket #846 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,961.01.

20. Miller, Tammy – District 08 – Ticket #44621 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,068.22.  Wrong Class.

21. Burke, John, S. – District 02 – Ticket #8447 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $47.84.  Back tax needs deleted.

22. Miller, Tammy – District 08 – Ticket #46331 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,229.21.  Wrong Class.

23. Lind, Edward – District 02 – Ticket #11984 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

24. Muller, James – District 02 – Ticket #12738 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $43.50.  Back tax needs deleted.

25. Thompson, Larry – District 02 – Ticket #16185 – Tax Year 2007 –Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

26. Warner, Albert – District 02 – Ticket #16468 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

27. Smalls, Joe – District 02 – Ticket #15643 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Back tax needs deleted.

28. Rider, Ellis – District 02 – Ticket #13802 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $14.50.  Back tax needs deleted.

29. Heavner, Ronald – District 02 – Ticket #10848 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $14.50.  Back tax needs to be deleted.

30. Anders, Robert – District 02 – Ticket #7697 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $55.10.  Back tax needs to be deleted.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden then presented the following applications for consolidation of property to the Commission for approval:

1. Miller, Milton/Barbara – Gerrardstown District – Consolidating .7 acre, Lot 8, Section 2, Valley View, Map 25, Parcel 64 and 2.24 acres, Lot 9, Section 2, Valley View, Map 25, Parcel 65 (Homestead).  Total assessed value $121,740.00.

2. Busey, Gladys – Martinsburg District – Consolidating Lot 111, R & L Addition, Map 6, Parcel 40 and Lot 112, R & L Addition, Map 6, Parcel 41.  Total assessed value $65,700.00.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the consolidations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Gail Remenick of the State Tax Department approached the bench and stated that Arcadia (Quebecor) made an error in the amount of $600,000.00 on their machinery and equipment two years in a row.  She said that the amount should have been declared as $120,000.00, not $720,000.00.  

Mr. Bentley stated that the incorrect amount was built into the budget and reported to the School Board.  

Ms. Hammond asked Ms. Remenick if they would just be given a credit.  Ms. Remenick responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would not take any action on the issue today since the Commission did not have the opportunity to research the issue.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Mr. Bentley asked Ms. Remenick if there was any reason why it took them until now to find the error.  Ms. Remenick stated that the office is located in Canada and they just did not look at the return.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Government relies on what they give us and we set our budget by that amount.  He said that this would be a policy question for the Commission. 

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that they received an unqualified audit and they currently have one hundred million dollars in assets.  He stated that they are doing an excellent job running the District.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that last week they put in voluntary water restrictions.  He said that LeFeaver and Ben Speck Springs are operating at below normal capacity and east of North Mountain they are suffering a moderate drought and Jefferson County is experiencing severe drought conditions.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) on Wednesday and reported that they signed off on the Transportation Improvement Plan.  He stated that they are concerned about the Tabler Station Connector Road and our letters had a real impact.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that long time MPO member Don Bailey has taken ill and will be resigning.  He said that he asked Bob Gordon of the HEPMPO to write a letter for the Commission to sign and forward to Mr. Bailey wishing him well in his retirement and thanking him for his dedication and hard work.

Commissioner Collins stated that he has been out of town and had nothing to report today.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority last Thursday and reported that they discussed the recent outbreak of staph infections and they want to make sure that their staff is immunized against that disease.  He stated that Charles Hall was re-elected President, Jim Whitacre as Vice President and Carla Robinson as Secretary

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the Commissioners’ packet contained a letter from Harry Siegel expressing his interest in serving on the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.  He said that Charles Hall recommended his appointment to that Board.  President Teufel stated that he would be supportive of the appointment and Mr. Siegel has already been interviewed by the Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he knows of a few other individuals who would serve well on that Board.  He said that Ross Curtis would be a good member but now he does not have the time to serve on another Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would recommend Mr. Siegel.  He then made a motion to appoint Harry Siegel to the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Commission forward a letter to Mr. Curtis, Ryan Frankenberry and Ted Bostic regarding the appointment. 

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of October and November

The updated Commission calendars for the months of October and November were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. October 30, 2007 – The Berkeley County Commission Retreat will be held at the Woods Resort beginning at 9:00 a.m.

2. October 31, 2007 – Trick or Treat will be held between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

3. November 1st, 8th, 15th, 29, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

4. November 2, 2007 – The Rain Garden Dedication will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Berkeley County Judicial Center.

5. November 9, 2007 – The CCA Regional Legislative Meeting originally scheduled for this date has been rescheduled until November 16, 2007.

6. November 12, 2007 – Veteran’s Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

7. November 22nd and 23rd, 2007 – Thanksgiving Holiday.  The County Offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of October and November

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of October and November were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. October 25, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

2. October 30, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet. 

Re:

The Honorable John W. Small, Jr., County Clerk



Marsha Kelley, Director, Finance and Purchasing



IRS Settlement Issue – Report and Final Action – Discussion/Action



GMS Module Grant Reporting – Discussion/Action

County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. and Finance and Purchasing Director Marsha Kelley were invited to come before the Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the IRS Settlement issue.  Ms. Kelley approached the bench and stated that the check to pay the settlement amount was mailed via Federal Express.  She said that she will be calling Mr. Nelms with the IRS in a couple of days to see if the check was received and processed.

President Teufel stated that this issue goes back to 2002.  Ms. Kelley stated that the County is now doing electronic deposits and this should not happen again.

The next issue that was brought before the Commission was in regard to GMS Module grant reporting.  Ms. Kelley stated that this pertains to the recording portion of grants and she said that she wanted to know if she still had the authority to file the reports for the Sheriff’s Department.  She said that the Sheriff’s Office received a Justice Grant in the amount of $4,021.37 for 15 vests.  Ms. Kelley stated that the Grant has a 15% match.  

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the request of Ms. Kelley regarding her authority to file grant reports on behalf of the Sheriff’s Department.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Creighton Propps



Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Request for Placement of Fence on County Property – Paynes Ford Road and Talbott Road – Discussion/Action


Creighton Propps came before the Commission today with a request for the placement of a fence on the County’s property located at Paynes Ford Road and Talbott Road.  


Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor, approached the bench and stated that he met with Mr. Propps on Wednesday.  Mr. Russell said that Mr. Propps would like to install a white vinyl fence on Lot 514 that belongs to the County.  He said that the fence would be 10’ and 60’ from the ravine.  Mr. Russell stated that his main concern was access to the Pikeside Waterway.


Mr. Propps approached the bench and stated that he has been maintaining the County property in question for 22 years.  He said that he has been mowing and weeding the property and would like to continue.  Mr. Propps stated that he is planning on installing a two-rail fence and he has had the property surveyed and the County’s lot has been marked.  He said that he visited the Planning Commission Office and he said that he didn’t need a permit and no setbacks are required.


Mr. Bentley stated that anytime you have County property and someone gets hurt you can get sued whether there is a fence there or not.  He said that it seemed to him that Mr. Propps has taken care of the property very well.  Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Propps how the County would gain access to the Waterway.  Mr. Propps stated that he planned on having that area gated.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with Mr. Bentley in the way that Mr. Propps has taken care of the property.  He said that a gate is intimidating; how would anyone working for the County know that they can gain access.  Mr. Propps stated that he could put up a sign.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Propps, if the Commission approves his request, if he would notify the Water District, the Sewer District and the Caretakers that they can access the property through the gate.  Mr. Propps responded by saying yes.


President Teufel asked Mr. Bentley to present something in writing, such as an agreement, between the Commission and Mr. Propps next week for signatures.


Earlier during today’s meeting, the Commission was presented with a purchase order to Miller Electric for repair on an air conditioning unit in the Assessor’s office.  President Teufel asked Mr. Russell to come before the Commission and detail any projects such as this in the future.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to receive “read ahead” material prior to Commission action on issues such as this air conditioning repair.

Re:

Don Wood, Berkeley County Historic Landmarks



Request for Authorization – Deed Change – Discussion/Action

Request for Approval – Submittal of Historic Survey Grant Application – Discussion/Action


Don Wood of the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission came before the County Commission regarding two issues.  The first issue was a request for approval for the submittal of a Historic Survey Grant application.  Mr. Wood stated that he was before the Commission two weeks ago regarding this issue and Commissioner Stubblefield requested that he approach Matthew Mullenax of the Planning Commission for assistance in obtaining the date for the survey.  He said that he did contact Mr. Mullenax and was told that all of the pictures of the area have not been received and those photos only go back to 2003.  Mr. Wood stated that the grant has a $2,000.00 match and they need assistance in obtaining these necessary funds.  


President Teufel stated that the Commission has been supportive of this request over the years and previously the matching funds are dedicated in the next fiscal year’s budget.  Ms. Hammond stated that the reason for this is because of the deadline on the grant.  President Teufel stated that a lot of good things come out of this grant.  


Commissioner Collins then made a motion to support the Historic Survey Grant’s matching funds based on the availability of the funds in the 2008-2009 budget.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.


The next issue that Mr. Wood brought before the Commission was regarding a request for the authorization to do a deed change.  Mr. Wood stated that the Commission changed their insurance company and previously they had all of the properties of the Historical Landmarks Commission covered under the old insurance.  He said that since the Commission has changed to the new insurance coverage they do not have any insurance at all.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission continued your coverage until the issue can be resolved.


Ms. Hammond stated that this is the same issue that was discussed by the Commission regarding insurable interest.  She said that if you do not own the property the insurance company can choose not to pay claims.


Mr. Wood stated that the Historical Landmarks Commission would like to have their deeds changed to where the Commission is part owner so the properties can be properly insured.  President Teufel stated that that puts a greater risk on the Commission.  He said that the Commission would need a lot more say and control over the property.  President Teufel stated that he felt that the Commission needs to look at the property because we have to look out for the community’s tax dollars and we do not want to blow the premium out the roof.  He said that the Commission will have to look over the big picture.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt that the Commission needs to find out just how much money is involved.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on the December 6, 2007 agenda.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would also like to discuss other options as well at that time.


Todd Funkhouser, Chair of the Morgan Cabin Committee, approached the bench and read a statement regarding the insurance coverage and the transfer of ownership of the Historical Landmarks Commission properties; a copy of which was provided to the Commission.  In his statement, he stated that the simple transfer of ownership is not only for the purpose of insurance but it is also about the responsible stewardship of the properties guaranteeing they will be available in all their potential for future generations.


Sherry Smith approached the bench and stated that the only comment she would make regarding the increased control by the Commission, if the properties were transferred to them, would be that the Commission continue to maintain the properties just like they are being maintained at this time.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we can speak for this Commission but not for future Commissions.

Re:

Clint Hogbin, Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board



Presentation of Easements for Approval – Discussion/Action



The Progress Fund Correspondence – Discussion/Action

Clint Hogbin, Chair of the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board, came before the County Commission with a presentation of easements for approval and to discuss the Progress Fund correspondence.  Mr. Hogbin stated that he had four properties to present today for approval that included the following:




1.  Dr. Clarissa Matthews
35 acres
$227,500.00




2.  LaRue Stanley

92 acres
$       -0-




3.  Tom Phillips

50 acres
$175.000.00




4.  David McCormick

20 acres
$       -0-

Mr. Hogbin stated that the Board has closed on a total of 18 properties that included 2,068 acres and they anticipate more by the end of December.  He said that this fiscal year they have 18 applications in hand which will include 2,322 acres.  A map prepared by the Conservation District was displayed on an easel to show the Commission and those in attendance where the properties are located.

President Teufel stated that last year there was a property listed at 1.5 million dollars.  He asked Mr. Hogbin if the sale of that property was ever implemented.  Mr. Hogbin stated that he didn’t remember a property listed for that much.  He said that there may have been one in line for approval but never approved.  

Mr. Hogbin stated that the property owned by Dr. Clarissa Matthews is located in the Arden area, the LaRue Stanley property is a donation and located near the Youth Fairgrounds, the property owned by Tom Phillips is located in Glengary and the property owned by David McCormick, also a donation, is located on the county line of Berkeley and Jefferson Counties on Route 45.  Mr. Hogbin stated that Jefferson County is paying all of the fees on the McCormick property.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he wanted to applaud Mr. Hogbin and the Board for taking the advice of the Commission seriously.  He said that they are doing a very good job.  He then made a motion to approve the recommendations of the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board for the applications for fiscal year 2006-2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

The next issue was the correspondence regarding the Progress Fund.  The information found in the correspondence is for informational purposes and no action was needed to be taken by the Commission.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Spring Hill, Section 7 – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office came before the Commission with an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Spring Hill, Section 7.  


Mr. Bentley reviewed the Agreement and found everything in order.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Gary Wine, Berkeley County IT Specialist



Requisitions – IT Purchases – Discussion-Action

Berkeley County IT Specialist Gary Wine came before the Commission regarding requisitions for IT purchases.

President Teufel stated that scanners were included in the requisition for County Clerk John W. Small’s office.  He said that he is aware they are doing a major scanning project but the question is whether the scanner is for that project or something else.  Mr. Wine stated Mr. Small is realigning some of his staff and they have one scanner in the front office.  He said that Mr. Small also wants to pay for this out of his budget.  Ms. Hammond informed the Commission that Mr. Small does have the funds within his budget in the Supplies and Materials line.

President Teufel asked Mr. Wine if this would increase and enhance the Virtual Courthouse.  Mr. Wine stated that as per Mr. Small just moving two staff members, the scanning should speed up once they move.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the request of Mr. Small.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Collins stated that in the past the Commission has paid for warrantees that were not needed.  He asked Mr. Wine, since he is the County’s IT Director, if he would respond to the things that we do not need.  Mr. Wine stated that the County is paying for a contract to IBM on equipment that was retired three years ago.  He said that a single point of contact will keep the costs down.  President Teufel stated that he would be in favor of that.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission will also need to address how Mr. Wine’s support will be charged.

Re:

Deborah Nichols, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority



Ambulance Authority Exonerations – Discussion/Action

Deborah Nichols of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority presented the following exonerations to the Commission for their approval:

1. Catron, Delter – District 02 – Account #28223-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

2. Myers, Anna – District 02 – Account #44111-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

3. King, Mark – District 02 – Account #4162-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

4. Bowers, Elwood – District 03 – Account #43514-002 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

5. Malmstad, Beverly – District 04 – Account #8607-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

6. Pasta, Peter – District 02 – Account #28193-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

7. Powers, William – District 02 – Account #26525-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

8. Gray, Joseph – District 01 – Account #28978-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

9. Aikens, William – District 02 – Account #4290-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

10. Monninger, Chris – District 01 – Account #20854-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

11. Frazier, Temple – District 02 – Account #28313-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

12. Frazier, David – District 02 – Account #29367-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

13. Perrell, Adolph – District 03 – Account #6124-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

14. Roberts, Charles – District 03 – Account #33942-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

15. Mcvey, Leonard – District 02 – Account #28249-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

16. Cole, Patricia – District 08 – Account #22024-003 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

17. Minghini, Stanley – District 03 – Account #5341-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

18. Woodby, Jean – District 01 – Account #18136-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage building.

19. Windy Hill Properties – District 04 – Account #7623-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

20. Young, Wendall – District 02 – Account #28441-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

21. Cloud, James – District 02 – Account #4258-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

22. Powell, Robert – District 02 – Account #49106-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

23. Spates, John – District 02 – Account #46548-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

24. Busey, Rosealie – District 07 – Account #13146-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

25. Thorckmorton, Greg – District 07 – Account #14018-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

26. Rude, Priscilla – District 02 – Account #4108-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

27. Dugan, Glen – District 03 – Account #5789-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

28. Winstead, Scott – District 07 – Account #48679-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage building.

29. Frye, Martin – District 03 – Account #45839-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

30. Skidmore, Lucille – District 08 – Account #15714-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

31. Canby, Calvin – District 03 – Account #43513-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

32. Canby, Calvin – District 03 – Account #5225-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

33. Rude, George – District 04 – Account #28972-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.  

34. Joy, Lester – District 02 – Account #41485-01 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

35. Rhoe, George – District 04 – Account #7237-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

36. Hannah, Patricia – District 04 – Account #31010-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

37. Fink, Charles – District 02 – Account #49087-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

38. Deeds, Robert – District 02 – Account #20141-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

39. Caskey, Jennifer – District 08 – Account #19665-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

40. Mitchell, William – District 04 – Account #6618-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

41. Miller, Milton – District 03 – Account #5549-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

42. Noll, Kenneth – District 04 – Account #20648-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

43. Combs, Mark – District 07 – Account #13905-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

44. Wilson, Betty – District 01 – Account #22110-003 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

45. Massie, James – District 07 – Account #2183-003 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.  

46. Batton, Pree – District 04 – Account #7327-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

47. Hiett, Shull – District 01 – Account #2677-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

48. Webber, Edgar – District 02 – Account #46542-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

49. Panhandle Homes – District 02 – Account #4243-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Not livable.

50. Panhandle Homes – District 08 – Account #14991-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

51. McKinney, Michael – District 04 – Account #7662-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

52. Small, Doris – District 04 – Account #8109-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

53. Walker, Chad – District 01 – Account #32862-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

54. Myers, Robert – District 01 – Account #3734-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

55. Shores, Karen – District 02 – Account #49069-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

56. Hardy, William – District 01 – Account #2612-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

57. Dunahugh, Paula – District 02 – Account #27807-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

58. Staubs, James – District 02 – Account #21390-002 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

59. Utterback, Steve – District 02 – Account #28058-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

60. Utterback, Steve – District 02 – Account #46002-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

61. Miller, John – District 04 – Account #42838-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

62. Dove, Richard – District 01 – Account #22170-003 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

63. Butler, James – District 07 – Account #40779-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

64. Bedington Methodist Church – District 02 – Account #29056-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

65. Wood, John – District 04 – Account #23165-002 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

66. Kilmer, Robert – District 04 – Account #7329-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

67. Canby, Garnett – District 04 – Account #8647-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

68. Canby, Garnett – District 01 – Account #3139-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

69. Crabtree, Linda – District 07 – Account #14297-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

70. Emswiler, Gregory – District 07 – Account #13977-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

71. Connell, Marjorie – District 01 – Account #3259-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

72. Boontz, Timothy – District 02 – Account #49143-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

73. Lissefeld, Marie – District 02 – Account #29385-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

74. Ressler, Thomas – District 02 – Account #35859-002 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

75. Dawson, Galen – District 02 – Account #29420-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

76. Wiley, Frank – District 02 – Account #28242-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

77. Simpson, Richard – District 01 – Account #2312-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

78. Davis, Carol – District 07 – Account #13656-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

79. Weaver, Michael – District 02 – Account #49078-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

80. Weaver, Michael – District 02 – Account #27781-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

81. Vance, Gregory – District 01 – Account #2249-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

82. Szanca, Mark – District 02 – Account #28422-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

83. Payne, Michael – District 02 – Account #46343-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

84. Combs, Benjamin – District 08 – Account #21316-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

85. Phillips, Alvin – District 07 – Account #22687-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

86. Costas, Lisa – District 02 – Account #46521-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

87. Musgrove, James – District 08 – Account #46230-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

88. Georgetown Square, Inc. – District 07 – Account #47517-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home.

89. Georgetown Square, Inc. – District 07 – Account #47517-001 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home.

90. Georgetown Square, Inc – District 07 – Account #47519-001 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home.

91. Georgetown Square, Inc. – District 07 – Account #47519-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home. 

92. Georgetown Square, Inc. – District 07 – Account #47518-001 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home.

93. Georgetown Square, Inc – District 07 – Account #47518-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Model home.

94. City Hospital – District 04 – Account #8012-004 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

95. Heuer, Allan – District 02 – Account #46530-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

96. Wiley, Frank – District 02 – Account #28100-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

97. Wiley, Frank – District 02 – Account #28242-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

98. Robertson, Charles – District 02 – Account #29386-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

99. Wiley, Frank – District 02 – Account #31524-001 – Tax Year 2007-2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second residence.

                                  100. Stevens, Roy – District 02 – Account #22268-004 – Tax Year       

      2007-2008 - Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant 

      Property.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith

Report – Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety Vehicle Request – Discussion/Action

Federal Annual Certification Report – Discussion/Action

Nationwide Insurance Reimbursement Check – Discussion/Action

City of Martinsburg Reserve Vehicle – Discussion/Action


Sheriff W. Randy Smith presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Public Safety Vehicle – Sheriff Smith stated that he had submitted a letter for a public safety truck but found that it was no longer available.  He said that they would be placed on a waiting list for the next available vehicle.  Sheriff Smith stated that the vehicle will not cost the County any money; it is totally free.

2. Federal Annual Certification Report – Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission discussed the amount that was reflected on this Report.  President Teufel stated that there is a meeting scheduled today at 2:00 p.m. with the Director of Finance and if the Sheriff is available at that time he is welcome to attend and discuss this issue.  He requested that the Commission not take any action on the Report at this time.

3. Nationwide Insurance Reimbursement Check – Sheriff Smith stated that he had a claims check from Nationwide Insurance for equipment that was destroyed in an accident.  He said that he wanted to personally present the check, in the amount of $5,489.38, to the Commission.

4. City of Martinsburg Reserve Vehicle – Sheriff Smith stated that the City of Martinsburg would like to donate a vehicle to the County for use by the Police Reserve.  He said that all he needed was the Commission’s signature so the paperwork can be forwarded to the City of Martinsburg.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the vehicle from the City of Martinsburg and to authorize the President to sign the paperwork.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he really didn’t like not having “read ahead” information and he would be apprehensive to take any action at this time.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

5. Update-Local Schools – Sheriff Smith stated that, since the incident that occurred at the Musselman High School, there have been two other incidents.  He said that they toured Hedgesville High School and Musselman High School with the Principal and the deputies that have been assigned to those locations.  Sheriff Smith stated that he had the deputies take a tour of the inside and the outside of each school to become familiar with their surroundings.  Sheriff Smith stated that over 300 parents showed up at the Musselman High School incidents and only 6 were out of control.  He said that Musselman High School has a public library at that location which makes it very easy for intruders to access the school.  Sheriff Smith stated that he will be discussing the situation with the Board of Education.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director

Public Employees Assistance Program – Berkeley County Commission – Final Application Review – Discussion/Action


Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission regarding the Public Employees Assistance Program’s final application review.  Mr. Davis stated that three to four years ago President Teufel initiated a Public Employees Assistance Program and in 2006 the Eastern Panhandle Home Consortium was formed with Martinsburg being the lead agency.  Through the work with local contributors the Consortium has acquired $758,502.00 with Berkeley County’s share being $260,624.00 that is available.  Mr. Davis stated that, currently, the City of Martinsburg has initiated their program effective September 1.  He said that, working with Pat McMillan, the guidelines for the Public Employees Homebuyers were approved by HUD.  Mr. Davis stated that he was here today to let the County Commission know that the funding is now available.  He said that he and Ms. Hammond will be doing a presentation in the area to make the employees aware of the program.  Mr. Davis stated that he was already contacted by 2 teachers interested in the program.


President Teufel stated that plans are on going before the Board of Education and the State Police for presentations.  He said that we need to do something here on the County level.  Mr. Davis stated that he would be sending out a letter to each Elected Official and Department Head about the program.  President Teufel asked Mr. Davis if the information was available on the County’s website.  Mr. Davis stated that he will provide the documents and the information to our Webmaster for placement on the County’s website.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Project – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Proposed Berkeley County Commission Retreat – Report – Discussion/Action

ATV Ordinance – Attachment A Amendment Request – McCauley Crossing Subdivision, Trout Run Subdivision and Riverside Subdivision – Discussion/Action

Community Participation Program – Litter Control Vehicle – Information Sheet and Resolution – Discussion/Action

Resolution of Support – West Virginia County Records Management and Preservation Grant Program – Discussion/Action

Proposed Revenue Sources – DEP Stormwater Management Funds and Proposed Grading Permit Fee – Discussion/Action  


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendations – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any hiring recommendations for consideration this week.

2. Proposed Berkeley County Commission Retreat-Report – Ms. Hammond stated that the final draft of the agenda for the County Commission’s Retreat has been completed.  The Commissioners, along with Legal Counsel and the County Administrator, will focus on strategic planning during the morning hours of the Retreat.  The afternoon hours will be devoted to discussions regarding goals and objectives.  The Department Heads, County Commission, County Administrator, Human Resources Director and Legal Counsel will be participating in these discussions.

3. ATV Ordinance-Attachment A Amendment Request – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission received petitions from McCauley Crossing Subdivision, Trout Run Subdivision and Riverside Subdivision requesting to be included on the Attachment A Amendment to the ATV Ordinance.  She said that, with these three additions, the total number of subdivisions on Attachment A will be 21.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to grant all three petitions to be attached to the ATV Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the information will be forwarded to the Sheriff’s Office.

4. Community Participation Program-Litter Control Vehicle-Information Sheet and Resolution – A information sheet, along with a resolution, was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The information sheet is part of a Community Participation Grant Program and, if approved, will provide funding to purchase a vehicle for Litter Control.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission discussed the addition of a Litter Control Officer but was unable to do so this fiscal year.  She said that this grant would provide the vehicle since the Commission is looking at the Permit Inspector to “double hat”.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that whoever takes this role has to have the interest.  He said that it is a good point to utilize the Inspection Department.  President Teufel stated that some of our Engineers are confronted with problems that deal with this very thing so they would quality for the position.  He said that he would like to schedule the County Engineer, William Teach, to discuss the issue.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to authorize the President to sign the paperwork and to approve the resolution that will accompany the document to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

5. WV County Records Management and Preservation Grant Program – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission has a room full of records and if we had a way to scan those records we would save a huge amount of time.  She said that the Grant has a November 1 deadline and is through Culture and History.  Ms. Hammond stated that we would have the ability to back scan and microfiche.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he thought that it was a marvelous idea.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to move forward with the grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

6. DEP Stormwater Management Funds – Ms. Hammond stated that the County has been paying for stormwater management for years and the DEP said that they had funds for this that they would be releasing.  She said that she would like to forward another letter asking for the immediate release of these funds.  President Teufel stated that he whole-heartedly agreed.  He said that the Stormwater Program was started in 2003 and the County has been paying the bulk of the expense.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed that a letter should be forwarded.  

7. Grading Permit Fee – Ms. Hammond stated that this issue can be discussed next week at the County Commission Retreat.

8. Library Budget – Mr. Bentley stated that he didn’t believe that the Commission received a detailed budget from the Library.  He said that there are a number of reasons why this information should be submitted to the Commissioners.  

9. Sale of County Surplus Buildings – Ms. Hammond stated that she, Commissioner Collins and Mr. Bentley met with the Berkeley County Building Commission and they have agreed to allow us to go forward with the sale of the County’s surplus buildings.  The Spring Street building required their approval as bond funds are still outstanding.  

10. Joint Meeting – An e-mail was received from the City of Martinsburg that the City Council is in agreement to schedule a joint meeting between the Council and the Commission.  President Teufel stated that a neutral location needs to be considered.  The suggestion was to hold the meeting at the Law firm of Bowles Rice.

Re:

Items from the Public

Bill Weis came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Mr. Weis suggested that the various Boards and Commissions post their meeting dates on the County’s webpage.  President Teufel agreed and said that he thought that was a very good idea. 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Approved:________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President
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