Berkeley County Commission Meeting                          September 20, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Preston Gooden, Rev. Carl Hickerson, Gwen Campbell, Patrick Kirby, Carol Crabtree, Gary Collis, Jeff Sager, William Teach, Roger Williams

The Morning Prayer was led by Dr. Carl Hickerson of the Destiny Baptist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Preston Gooden.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of September 18, 2007 was presented to the Commission for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 5 to Gannett Fleming, Inc. in the amount of $8,593.71.  He stated that the description says that the charges were for the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Comprehensive Plan was done a year ago then asked if the charges could be for TDRs or zoning.  Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office stated that the charges on the invoice were for the Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Finance Office check into the issue.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 11 to U.S. Cellular in the amount of $145.24 for investigators cell usage.  Mc. Campbell stated that the Law Enforcement Office has investigators and the charges are for their cell phones and paid out of the Forfeiture Account.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 13 to MCI in the amount of $676.56.  He said that there was no description regarding the charges.  Ms. Hammond stated that the charges are for the T1 line for the Dunn Building.  She said that the T1 Line serves the entire network.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 17 to Franklin Interiors, Inc. in the amount of $836.46 for the replacement of a desk in the Prosecutor’s Office.  He asked if the Prosecutor looked at the furniture that the Commission has in storage.  Ms. Hammond stated that the idea was proposed to the Prosecutor.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 18 to FedEx in the amount of $137.35 to overnight envelopes.  He asked what office did the overnight mailing and what was mailed.  Ms. Hammond stated that the purchase order appears to be covering a variety of offices.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the County needs to do overnight mailings.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is necessary when timing is of the essence.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 20 to the WV Regional Jail and Corrections in the amount of $270,733.01.  He asked why some of the descriptions were broken out individually listing the names of the inmates while others were grouped in a single entry..  Ms. Campbell stated that those listed individually was part of a supplemental from the WV Regional Jail and Corrections.



President Teufel stated that he noticed that the offices are encumbering funds.  Ms. Hammond stated that if the Commissioners are in agreement those encumbrances would be acted on with the purchase order log.



President Teufel stated that there is one purchase order on page 14 that the Commission needs to discuss.  He said that it is to the Public Employees Insurance Association in the amount of $4,598.00 for one retiree’s insurance coverage.  Ms. Campbell stated that the amount on that purchase order is for several retirees.  President Teufel stated that the description stated that it was for one person and that he would like to hold off on any action on this purchase order until the Commission has had the opportunity to look the invoice over.  He asked that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.



President Teufel stated that on page 22 of the purchase order log there are two purchase orders for two outside agencies.  He said that he would ask the Commission to hold those purchase orders at this time since they are not due until October.  



President Teufel stated that the supplemental will be cleared out today with the exception of the Jail Bill and the Solid Waste Authority.



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the aforementioned purchase orders.  He included the approval of payment on the supplemental in his motion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the September 9, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Mr. Bentley stated that on page 1 of the minutes, when the Commission was discussing the invoices from Bowles Rice, he had stated at the time that the Commission should only pay half of the amount on Invoice #315651 in the amount of $4,561.20 and Invoice #315652 in the amount of $3,189.58.  Mr. Bentley stated that the minutes included Invoice 315654 in the amount of $8,206.13 in those reductions and it should not have been included.



Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2007 Commission meeting with aforementioned correction.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Kleiss, Jack – District 06 – Ticket #0318949 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $34.55.  Keyed wrong.

2. Couchman, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #07000001765 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $133.00.  Billed to wrong year, should have been 2006.

3. Nealis, Cathryn – District 06 – Ticket #0600001650 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $118.92.  Wrong vehicle in system.

4. Miller, Joel – District 07 – Ticket #220567 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $29.06.  Keyed wrong.

5. Johnson, Eldridge – District 07 – Ticket #01021291 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $11.61.  Paid on another account.

6. Green, James – District 06 – Ticket #0600000005 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $151.94.  Keyed wrong,

7. Schwartz, Andrew – District 02 – Ticket #0200000133 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $308.12.  Duplicate assessment.

8. Massey, Floyd – District 08 – Ticket #328286 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $52.41.  Keyed wrong.

9. Barbo, Craig – District 07 – Ticket #321558 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $213.21.  Taxpayer error.

10. Pittsnogle, Marsha – District 04 – Ticket #314901 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $298.18.  Wrong vehicle assessed.

11. Routzahn, Carroll – District 02 – Ticket #15137 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $25.20.  Square footage was wrong.

12. Gordon, Ronald – District 02 – Ticket #10338 – Tax Year 2007 - Amount to be Exonerated $442.46.  Wrong Class.

13. Huffman, Donna – District 03 – Ticket #18910 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $131.35.  Incorrect neighbor figures applied to property.

14. Huffman, Donna – District 03 – Ticket #18908 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $384.75.  Incorrect assessment.

15. Huffman, Donna – District 03 – Ticket #18909 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $388.73.  Incorrect assessment.

16. Kave, Norman – District 04 – Ticket #25343 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $160.98.  Homestead Exemption.

17. Dyche, James – District 01 – Ticket #2057 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $939.32.  Wrong Class.

18. Bucher, Brian – District 08 – Ticket #43743 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $206.30.  Taxed as finished basement.

19. Ricketts, Sharon – District 06 – Ticket #34965 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $164.95.  Homestead Exemption.

20. Allen, Franklin – District 08 – Ticket #30039 – Tax Year 2007 - Amount to be Exonerated $118.40.  Homestead Exemption.

21. Hanlid, Joyce – District 06 – Ticket #32459 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $889.28.  Wrong Class.

22. Spring Hill, LLC – District 07 – Ticket #42210 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,346.62.  Map and parcel was appraised wrong.

23. Nicol, Charles – District 02 – Ticket #12904 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $441.13.  Homestead Exemption.

24. Trustee F.W. Presbyterian Church – District 02 – Ticket #12267 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $501.50.  Keyed without split.

25. Woods, Stanley – District 08 – Ticket #48581 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,526.39.  Wrong Class.

26. Poplawski, Chester – District 04 – Ticket #27231 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $100.17.  Homestead Exemption.

27. Panhandle Homes – District 08 – Ticket #46659 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $2,295.23.  Property assessed as developed but it is not.

28. Lilly, Earl – District 02 – Ticket #11979 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $76.94.  Wrong square footage.

29. Itkin, Gaysorn – District 02 – Ticket #11239 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $7.26.  Sold to State and was back taxed.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

Mr. Gooden then presented the following Apportionment of Assessment of Taxes per Final Divorce to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. David R/Brenda J. Wiley – District 04 – Account #1031016 – Ticket #316290 – Includes:  1993 Toyota Camry, 2005 Nissan Pathfinder, 1994 Honda VT11 and 2001 Ford Ranger – Total Assessed Value $19,206.00.  David Wiley – Account #02080483 – 2001 Ford Ranger, 1993 Toyota Camry and 1994 Honda VT11 – Total Assessed Value $7,050.00.  Brenda Wiley – Account #02080484 – 2005 Nissan Pathfinder – Total Assessed Value $12,150.00.

2. Timothy B/Trina R Folk – District 08 – Account #1450584 – Ticket #327104 – Includes 1997 Plymouth Neon, 2001 Ford F250, 2005 Ford Explorer, 2001 Flat Bed, Farm Machinery, Farm Animals – Total Assessed Value $20,790.00.  Timothy Folk 0 Account #02080432 – 1997 Plymouth Neon, 2001 Ford F250, 2001 Flat Bed, Farm Machinery and Farm Animals – Total Assessed Value $11,325.00.  Trina Folk – Account #02080481 – 2005 Ford Explorer – Total Assessed Value $9,225.00.  

3. David R/Denise M Shawyer – District 01 – Account #1174179 – Ticket #304321 – Includes 2000 Mercury Cougar, 2005 Chev. Trailblazer and 2002 Chev. Avalanche – Total Assessed Value $20,790.00.  David Shawyer – Account 02080431 – 2000 Mercury Cougar and 2002 Chev. Avalanche – Total Assessed Value $11,805.00.  Denise Shawyer – Account #02080431 – 2005 Chev. Trailblazer – Total Assessed Value $8,985.00. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Apportionment of Assessment Applications as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports 

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a Zoning Meeting as a tool for local management, which was presented by some local lawyers and reported that it was a good meeting.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a combined meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District on Monday and reported that they discussed the feasibility of the two entities merging.  He stated that they went through extensive discussions regarding the financial aspect of merging and that four of the five scenarios were not doable.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that they would have to contact every bond holder on the retail bonds to obtain an agreement.  He said that one option is very doable; the Water District could merge into the Sewer District and only the Water District’s Bond Anticipatory Note would be addressed.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the meeting created a lot of good discussion.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the MPO on Wednesday.  He reported that the MPO found that the Tabler Station road project has slipped from 2010 to 2011 for completion by the Department of Highways.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the DOH is saying that there is no money to do the project any earlier but they did add new projects.  He said that if the project is allowed to be delayed until 2011 then the County will have to do a Conformity Air Quality Study for 2011-20020 which would be costly.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that another issue is that the Tabler Station Access Road and the Connector Road are not the same.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the MPO will be sending a letter to the DOH asking them not to delay the project.  He said that Bob Crawford of the Berkeley County Development Authority will also be forwarded a letter to the DOH.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt that the Commission should forward a letter to the DOH as well.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Air Quality Taskforce on Wednesday and reported that Executive Director Mike Ball has done an excellent job.  He said that according to Fred Dunham of the State DEP, Berkeley County is in compliance.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that ozone problems are mostly driven by large stack industries to the west of us.  He said that Mr. Dunham stated that this area did a stellar movement to stay in compliance.

Commissioner Collins stated that he and Ms. Hammond attended a Risk Pool meeting in Roanoke, Virginia Monday and Tuesday.  He said that he was very impressed with the management being very sharp and knowledgeable.  Commissioner Collins stated that it is hard to understand by some counties in West Virginia do not see the large savings that can be had.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting on the Subdivision Regulations last night and he reported that everything should be wrapped up tonight.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board on Tuesday and reported that they are getting policies in place and all five volunteer companies are working together.  

President Teufel stated that he participated in the 25th anniversary of CCAP.  A resolution was approved by the County Commission last week and President Teufel read that resolution at the event.  He stated that the event was well attended.

Re:

Carol Crabtree, Director, Region IX Planning and Development Council



Report – Proposed I-81 Corridor Coalition Meeting – Discussion/Action

Carol Crabtree, Director of Region 9, came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the proposed I-81 Corridor Coalition meeting that was held in Carlyle, PA last week.  Ms. Crabtree stated that she was only able to attend the first day of the meeting but reported that 70 participants from six states from New York to Tennessee were in attendance.  She said that representation included state officials and county officials.  Ms. Crabtree stated that each of the six states provided a presentation on issues in their area that included traffic safety and air quality.

Ms. Crabtree stated that the Executive Director of the I-95 Coalition was present and stated that their Coalition has been in existence since 1992 that they have managed to pull in over seven million dollars from funding sources for Interstate 95.  She said that we intend, if we set up a Coalition, to model it after the I-95 Coalition.

Ms. Crabtree stated that on the second day of the meeting they chose to form a Planning Committee to see if they want to proceed.  She said that Bob Gordon was selected to represent Jefferson and Berkeley County, West Virginia and Washington County Maryland.  Ms. Crabtree stated that they feel that within a year the Committee will come together.

Commissioner Collins stated at the meeting that a consultant had determined what were the most important issues.  He said that the top two issues were capacity and safety.  Commissioner Collins stated that he was impressed to see the railroad and trucking agency at the same table.  He said that they know the truck capacity on I-81 is full and they are looking at the railroad to relieve some of that traffic.  Commissioner Collins stated that representatives from the Southern Norfolk Railroad were present and they have an idea to come up the corridor and revamp the tunnels to handle double capacity.  He said that the trucking agencies would still be involved once the trains reach the terminals.  Commissioner Collins stated that this would take a lot of truck traffic off the road.  He said that the railroad is looking at this area for a terminal.

President Teufel asked if there were any dates for the expansion of three lanes on I-81.  Commissioner Collins stated that Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito serves on the Transportation Committee and could possibly help get support for that project.

Re:

Patrick Kirby, Northern WV Brownfields Assessment Center

Request for Support – US EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant – Discussion/Action          


Patrick Kirby of the Northern WV Brownfields Assessment Center came before the Commission to request support for a US EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant.  Mr. Kirby stated that he was before the Commissioners in July and after that he met with Carol Crabtree of Region 9 and other counties in the State and felt that the best way to approach this would be through a regional standpoint.  He said that the grant award amount is $200,000.00 for hazardous materials site assessments and $200,000.00 for petroleum site assessments.  Mr. Kirby stated that the grant is due October 12, 2007.  He said that the timeline on the award could be in March of 2008.  Mr. Kirby stated that they would receive a pre-award notification and look to be awarded the monies by next summer.  He said that the award runs for three years and there is funding for software and to assess the sites.  Mr. Kirby stated that Phase I and II has been done by environmental professionals.  He said that $20,000.00 can be set aside for health monitoring and for research to add Brownfields as an inclusion in the Comprehensive Plan.  


Mr. Kirby stated that he is here today to ask the Commissioners for a resolution of support.  President Teufel stated that he is supportive of the grant and in working in cooperation with the Assessment Center.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to move forward with support.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  President Teufel stated that Region 9 represents three counties and this is another area where things are getting done.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Draft Order – Walter H. King, Jr. Estate – Discussion/Action

Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel stated that the Commission has had a week to consider the Order for the Walter H. King, Jr. estate.  He said that he drafted an Order for the Commissioners consideration and that he would be glad to respond to any questions. 

Mr. Bentley stated that the conclusion largely follows the Fiduciary Commission or that Deborah Northcraft had no standing.  He said that the evidence was done in a timely way and reimbursements for the payments that Mr. Northcraft made in addition to the debts are of the estate are the responsibility of the estate.  Mr. Bentley stated that, with probable cause, both sides can appeal to the Circuit Court.  He said that the will stated that the deceased wanted all of his debts paid by the estate.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Order presented by Mr. Bentley.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Mr. Bentley stated that he wanted to approach the Commission with the court case of Daniel Lyons.  He stated that a trial was held in Morgantown, WV and the case is pending before the Human Rights Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that all parties agreed to recommend that the Commission settle the case by offering a monetary amount of $4,000.00 plus the agreement that the County Commission and those persons who affect the hiring and firing of employees attend a session on issues related to handicapped persons.  Mr. Bentley stated that this would be less costly than pursuing the case any further.  Mr. Bentley stated that we had a good case but had obstacles to over come.  He said that he is asking the Commission to direct him to go forward with the settlement and he would ask that the matter be put to a vote next week since the issue is not on the agenda today.

President Teufel stated that he feels that all three Commissioners need to think about the issue and to place it on next week’s agenda.  He said that he would like a resolution even though he doesn’t agree.  President Teufel, following a brief discussion on the issue with his fellow constituents, he directed Mr. Bentley to proceed.  

Re:

Jeff Sager, Instructor, Emergency Services



James Rumsey Technical Institute



Fire Sciences/EMS Program Report – Discussion/Action

Jeff Sager, Instructor of Emergency Services at the Janes Rumsey Technical Institute, came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the Fire Sciences/EMS Program.  Mr. Sager stated that the 2006-07 students accomplished quite a lot.  He said that Chief Paul Bragg of the Martinsburg Fire Company provided assistance and the Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Company supplied equipment when it was needed.  Mr. Sager stated that there were 12 students and all 12 students graduated.  He said that local fire departments responded to their needs and the Berkeley County Fire Board donated a fire engine and a 1990 ambulance.  Mr. Sager stated that Shepherdstown Fire Department also donated an ambulance.  He said that out of the 12 students 4 are already serving as volunteers and 1 student has begun her schooling to become a full time firefighter.  

President Teufel thanked Mr. Sager for providing the Commissioners with his presentation.  He told Mr. Sager that he felt that the Berkeley County Fire Board and the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority would welcome his presentation as well.  

Re:

William Teach, County Engineer

Stormwater Management and Sediment and Erosion Control Ordinance – Discussion/Action


County Engineer William Teach came before the County Commission regarding the Stormwater Management and Sediment and Erosion Control Ordinance.  Mr. Teach stated that after last week’s public hearing he worked on Section 7.2 and changed that footage to reflect 100 feet from the unmediated sink hole as the maximum footage.  He said that the revisions were sent out to everyone that was in attendance at the last meeting and he said that he received no negative comments.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Bentley if the Commission needed to hold another public hearing on the issue.  Mr. Bentley responded by saying no.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Teach worked very hard on this and he should be commended.  


President Teufel stated that in 2003 Berkeley County created the first Ordinance on Stormwater Management and Sediment and Erosion Control.  He said that the State followed our lead and a lot of counties have improved their stormwater management.  President Teufel stated that the building community has worked hard trying to make it better.  He asked his fellow Commissioners to endorse the Ordinance.  


Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Stormwater Management and Sediment and Erosion Control Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

The Commissioners received a response from Kelley Kisner expressing her desire to be reappointed to the Berkeley County Building Commission for another term.  President Teufel stated that Ms. Kisner has been very accommodating working with the County Commission and he would be supportive of her reappointment.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Kelley Kisner to another term on the Berkeley County Building Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked President Teufel if the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority was still looking for a nurse to fill that vacancy.  Gary Collins, Program Director of the Ambulance Authority was present at today’s meeting and President Teufel asked him if they were able to find anyone to fill the vacancy.  Mr. Collins responded by saying “not yet”.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of September and October

The updated Commission calendars for the months of September and October were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. September 27, 2007 – The County Commissioners will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. October 4, 2007 – The County Commission unanimously decided to cancel their regularly scheduled meeting on October 4, 2007.

3. October 8, 2007 – Columbus Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

4. October 11th, 18th, and 25th, 2007 – The County Commissioners will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of September and October

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of September and October were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. September 24, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

2. September 24, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

3. September 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

4. September 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Resolution – Courthouse Facilities Grant Application – Discussion/Action

ATV Ordinance and Attachment A Petition Request – Mills Farm, Apple Knolls Estates, Bunker Hill Townhouses and Morningside Estate – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from the Planning Commission Office informing the Commission of the resignation of Holly Hartman effective September 13, 2007.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Hartman.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

2. Deputy Promotions – Information was received from the Sheriff on promotions for nine of his deputies.  Ms. Hammond stated that there are three issues; (1) the memorandums received from the Sheriff referenced an effective date of September 17, 2007 but if the Commission recalls, the original memorandum referenced an effective date of June 13, 2007.  She said that the effective date may be questioned and; (2) a telephone call was received from the Finance Office asking why no action was taken by the Commission last week; (3) there is a need for an allocation since those funds were not previously budgeted.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Civil Service Commission delayed the promotions for several months.  Commissioner Collins stated that he felt that the promotion should be retroactive because if was not the deputies’ fault that the issue was tied up in the Civil Service Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Hammond if Human Resources Director Alan Davis recommended approval of the promotions.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.  President Teufel stated that he is supportive of making the promotions retroactive and would entertain a motion to support the promotions effective June 13, 2007.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the promotions of the nine deputies effective June 13, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Resolution-Courthouse Facilities Grant Application – Ms. Hammond stated that the funds from the Courthouse Facilities Grant are being utilized for window replacement.  She said that within thirty days a final report will be prepared.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Courthouse Facilities Grant used to have a January deadline but that has been changed to October.  She said that the project is currently at 90% completion.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the resolution for the Courthouse Facilities Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

4. ATV Ordinance and Attachment A Petition Request – Ms. Hammond stated that Attachment A petitions for Mills Farms, Apple Knolls Estates, Bunker Hill Townhouses and Morningside Estates were presented to the Commissioners for approval last week.  She said that the original concern was that the management firm had signed the petitions and there was a question if the firm had the authority.  Ms. Hammond stated that individual petitions were received.  President Teufel asked Ms. Hammond if all four petitions were listed separately.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying “yes sir”.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to grant the petition to Mills Farms, Apple Knolls Estates, Bunker Hill Townhouses and Morningside Estates.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

5. New Cruisers – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission received information on two new cruisers which are assumed to be for the deputies assigned to the schools.  She said that the cruisers were not budgeted and thus far the Commission has received one check from the Board of Education which is not enough for an out right purchase of the vehicles.  Ms. Hammond stated that she needed direction from the Commission on how they wish to proceed.  President Teufel stated that he would like to place the Sheriff on the agenda next week.

6. Retreat – The County discussed having a Retreat to discuss issues related to goals and objectives.  President Teufel suggested that the Retreat be held the last week of October.  Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Bentley how to handle the Retreat; should it be an open meeting?  Mr. Bentley stated that there will be three Commissioners in attendance and discussing matters likely on the Commission agenda.  He said that the Retreat needs to be an open meeting but there is no need to go forward with a full tracking i.e. the Sunshine Law, etc.  Mr. Bentley stated that it would be just a work session for brainstorming and there won’t be any action taken.  Following a brief discussion regarding a scheduled time, the Commission unanimously decided to hold the Retreat in November at the Woods Resort.

7. Meeting with City Council – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission expressed interest in meeting with the City Council of Martinsburg.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the meeting with the City Council be scheduled after the Retreat.  After further discussions regarding the scheduling of the Retreat, the Commission unanimously agreed to hold the Retreat the last week of October and then schedule the meeting with the City Council the first week of November.

8. Risk Pool – Ms Hammond stated that the services being offered to the member counties in the Risk Pool are astounding.  She said that they will be doing an assessment of each building for every county regarding replacement costs or historical cost.  Ms. Hammond stated that they do a web-based risk management evaluation at no cost to the county and employees do not have to travel.  She said that the savings are astounding and the more that we work with their staff people the more options are being given.

Re:

Roger Williams, Berkeley County Fire Board



Request for Asphalt Repair – Discussion/Action

Roger Williams, President of the Berkeley County Fire Board, came before the Commission with a request for asphalt repair at their station on Route 11 at Pikeside.  Mr. Williams stated that, according to the estimate, it will cost $14,194.00 to repair the lot with asphalt and $11,800.00 if concrete is used.  He said that the Office of Emergency Services has a unit that is stored at that location and by spring there won’t be anything but gravel.  Mr. Williams stated that their super tanker sunk in the ground.

Mr. Williams stated that the land is leased from the Airport Authority and the building is owned by the Fire Board.  He said that the Commission housed equipment there and would like help in defraying the costs.

President Teufel stated that he talked with OES Director Steve Allen to see about several different locations and there is something in the work now but he has had no feedback from Mr. Allen.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the County equipment is moved in and out.  Mr. Williams stated that the equipment is moved once a week.

President Teufel stated that the Fire Board worked with us on other things that were done.  He said that there is no extra funding in the County’s budget and he would like to wait to see what Mr. Allen comes up with.  President Teufel stated that he would like to keep an open door policy with the Fire Board and if Mr. Allen has extra funds in his budget perhaps the issue could be addressed.  He said that if the equipment needs to remain at that location another winter then we will try to find some funding to help.  Mr. Williams stated that they can’t go into winter without the repairs.  President Teufel stated that the Commission will see what Mr. Allen can do and also, the Fire Board needs to look at their own funding. 

Mr. Bentley stated that Ms. Hammond pointed out that the material may have to meet the DOH standards.  He suggested that it be checked out.

President Teufel stated that South Berkeley Volunteer Fire Department needs to be brought in on this.  He said that the Fire Board needs to look at the issue and place it on their agenda before it is brought to the County Commission.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:_____________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

