Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                       August 16, 2007

Present:
Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In-House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Preston Gooden, Gwen Campbell, Steve Catlett, Scott McAboy, Matthew Hjermstad, Kristina Johnson, W. Randy Smith, Karen Young, Barb Burkhart, Bill Kearns, Dr. Dana Gaviria.

President Teufel was serving on jury duty and unable to attend today’s meeting.  Commissioner Collins was President Pro-tem at today’s meeting.

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Norwood Bentley.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



Commissioner Collins read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes or additions, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.



The purchase order log for the week of August 13, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 2 to Outdoor Express RVS in the amount of $3,000.00.  Commissioner Collins stated that it was for the painting of the motor home command center.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 6 to Miller Electric Company, Inc. in the amount of $1,383.29 for maintenance on the heating and cooling unit on the roof of the Dunn Building.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he didn’t think we were doing much on the roof of the Dunn Building.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is an effort to continue maintaining the condensers on the roof until the new chiller is installed at the Judicial Center.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 6 to Emergency Vehicle Special, Inc. in the amount of $2,494.93.  He said that he would like a follow-up done on the work that was completed.  Ms. Hammond stated that the expense was for Engine 90.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the fire truck could be taken to any mechanic for service or if it had to be taken to a specialist.  Ms. Hammond stated that she would check into the issue.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 8 to BJ’s Custom Creations, Inc. in the amount of $367.50 for custom t-shirts.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the t-shirts look nice but we really need to be more judicious in the expenditures of County funds.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 12 to Smith Nadenbousch Insurance, Inc. in the amount of $3,729.00 to renew fidelity bonds.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Hammond if this charge was a duplicate.  Ms. Hammond stated that during training on the Risk Pool we were asked to check with them regarding bonds.  She said that she contacted them as soon as possible and this would be a duplicate and the matter has been taken care of at this point.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 13 to Brickstreet Insurance in the amount of $14.00 to pay for a late fee.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked why the County was being charged a late fee.  Ms. Hammond stated that she would check to see when the payment went out.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 14 to RM Roach & Sons, Inc. in the amount of $23,923.94.  He said that the description stated that it was for gasoline.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if this amount was for just one month.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is for just one month and it covers all of the County owned vehicles such as Law Enforcement, Assessors, etc.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 15 to Boland Trane Service, Inc. in the amount of $3,833.33.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is for the month expenditures on the service contract for the Judicial Center.



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the exception of the purchase orders for Miller Electric, Smith Nadenbousch and Emergency Vehicle Special, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the August 2, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  Hearing no requests for corrections or changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following Correction of Assessment application to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Crawford, Catherine - District 07 – Tax Year 2007 – Account #07186877 – Corrected Tax Amount $512.56.  Property showed zero amounts on land book.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Correction of Assessment application for Catherine Crawford.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

County Assessor Gooden presented the following applications for Consolidation of Property to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Tonalli, Jr., Bernard – Opequon District – Tax Year 2007.  Consolidating 105x300, Lots 12 & 13, Map 15A, Parcel 10; P/L Lots 12 & 13, Map 15A, Parcel 10.1; 1.32 acres Kilmer Addition, Map 15A, Parcel 11.  Total assessed value $145,860.00.

2. Neal, Charles – Gerrardstown District – Tax Year 2007.  Consolidating 31.485 acres Glengary, Map 30, Parcel 44; .762 acre Glengary, Map 30, Parcel 44.1.  Total assessed value $219,480.00.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the applications for Consolidation of Property as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

County Assessor Gooden presented the following Exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Sowers, Hattie L. – District 07 – Ticket #42168 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $86.24.  Homestead Exemption.

2. Sperry, Lloyd F. – District 07 – Ticket #42187 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $275.29.  Homestead Exemption.

3. Sperry, Nancy – District 07 – Ticket #42188 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $200.23.  Homestead Exemption.

4. Spitzer, Isabel – District 07 – Ticket #42205 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $87.56.  Homestead Exemption.

5. Sponaugle, Doris – District 07 – Ticket #42207 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $130.02.  Homestead Exemption.

6. Sponaugle, Lewis – District 07 – Ticket # (same number as Doris Sponaugle) – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $73.83.  Homestead Exemption.

7. Smallwood, Donald – District 07 – Ticket #42072 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $135.33.  Homestead Exemption.

8. Smallwood, Thurman – District 07 – Ticket #42084 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $258.71.  Homestead Exemption.

9. Smith, James J. Jr. – District 07 – Ticket #42101 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $154.56.  Homestead Exemption.

10. Smith, Anna Belle – District 07 – Ticket #42091 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $121.39.  Homestead Exemption.

11. Odom, Ward – District 08 – Ticket #46585 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $225.10.  Homestead Exemption.

12. McDonald Floyd – District 04 – Ticket #26244 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $250.08.  Homestead Exemption.

13. McDonald, Stanley – District 08 – Ticket #46172 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $28.30.  Homestead Exemption.

14. Michael, Donald – District 04 – Ticket #26378 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $281.26.  Homestead Exemption.

15. Miller, Douglas – District 08 – Ticket #46279 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $223.55.  Homestead Exemption.

16. Miller, Helen – District 08 – Ticket #46285 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $28.52.  Homestead Exemption.

17. Miller, Robert – District 08 – Ticket #46310 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $78.28.  Homestead Exemption.

18. Mills, Delbert – District 08 – Ticket #46345 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $54.40.  Homestead Exemption.

19. Minnick, Ernest – District 06 – Ticket #34042 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $77.04.  Homestead Exemption.

20. Mauck, John – District 04 – Ticket #26538 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $342.29.  Homestead Exemption.

21. Shade, Curtis – District 07 – Ticket #41845 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $72.97.  Homestead Exemption.

22. Shade, Curtis – District 07 – Ticket #41486 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $282.59.  Homestead Exemption.

23. Rhodes, Kevin – District 07 – Ticket #41496 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $233.50.  Homestead Exemption.

24. Reynolds, Thomas – District 07 – Ticket #41489 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $260.70.  Homestead Exemption.

25. Ridenour, Thomas – District 07 – Ticket #41519 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.18.  Homestead Exemption.

26. Riggs, Clara – District 07 – Ticket #41534 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $104.15.  Homestead Exemption.

27. Riley, Eleanor – District 07 – Ticket #41537 – Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $101.49.  Homestead Exemption.

28. Riley, Irma – District 07 – Ticket #41541 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $311.12.  Homestead Exemption.

29. Riner, Daisy – District 07 – Ticket #41545 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $67.00.  Homestead Exemption.

30. Ripley, Stephen – District 07 – Ticket #41557 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $104.81.  Homestead Exemption.

31. Gernard, Murphy – District 04 – Ticket #26679 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $68.99.  Homestead Exemption.

32. Pierce, Charles – District 08 – Ticket #46811 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $198.34.  Homestead Exemption.

33. Payne, Richard – District 06 – Ticket #34567 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $334.80.  Homestead Exemption.

34. Psyne, Ineg – District 05 – Ticket #29882 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $252.17.  Homestead Exemption.

35. Paige, Eugene – District 04 – Ticket #26965 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $224.22.  Homestead Exemption.

36. Olsen, Floyd – District 04 – Ticket #26909 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $194.36.  Homestead Exemption.

37. Myers, Calvin – District 05 – Ticket #29876 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $194.53.  Homestead Exemption.

38. Myers, R. F. – District 08 – Ticket #46490 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $260.70.  Homestead Exemption.

39. Nicewarner, Donald – District 04 – Ticket #26799 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $250.75.  Homestead Exemption.

40. Noll, Frances – District 04 – Ticket #26824 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $80.26.  Homestead Exemption.

41. Hammersla, Harold – District 08 – Ticket #45087 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $212.94.  Homestead Exemption.

42. Handy, Maymie – District 08 – Ticket #45096 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $234.83.  Homestead Exemption.

43. Hanlin, Wilbert – District 08 – Ticket #45097 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $225.54.  Homestead Exemption.

44. Hawvermale, Donald – District 08 – Ticket #45170 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $152.57.  Homestead Exemption.

45. Hedges, Viola – District 08 – Ticket #45196 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $232.84.  Homestead Exemption.

46. Gregory, Paul, Sr. – District 08 – Ticket #45016 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $441.13.  Homestead Exemption.

47. Green, Ann – District 06 – Ticket #32273 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $289.08.  Homestead Exemption.

48. Griffith, Mannie – District 08 – Ticket #45037 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.17.  Homestead Exemption.

49. Fleshman, James – District 08 – Ticket #44670 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $266.67.  Homestead Exemption.

50. Forman, Ervin – District 08 – Ticket #44716 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $103.48.  Homestead Exemption.

51. Fix, Catherine – District 08 – Ticket #44665 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $428.86.  Homestead Exemption.

52. Fox, Chiyoku – District 08 – Ticket #44732 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.10.  Homestead Exemption.

53. Funk, Marie – District 08 – Ticket #44785 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $73.63.  Homestead Exemption.

54. Fuss, Walter – District 07 – Ticket #38934 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $241.46.  Homestead Exemption.

55. Galliher, Arley – District 06 – Ticket #32086 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $418.09.  Homestead Exemption.

56. Garrett, Robert – District 08 – Ticket #44825 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $234.83.  Homestead Exemption.

57. Gathwright, Carroll – District 07 – Ticket #38967 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $130.01.  Homestead Exemption.

58. Gomez, Timothy – District 08 – Ticket #44962 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $211.61.  Homestead Exemption.

59. Gesford, Amos – District 08 – Ticket #44916 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $181.76.  Homestead Exemption.

60. Quigley, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #41401 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $116.75.  Homestead Exemption.

61. Price, Lawrence – District 07 – Ticket #41362 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $207.63.  Homestead Exemption.

62. Price, James – District 07 – Ticket #41358 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $27.86.  Homestead Exemption.

63. Prather, Violet – District 07 – Ticket #41347 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $337.65.  Homestead Exemption.

64. Povlick, Virginia – District 07 – Ticket #41333 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $291.22.  Homestead Exemption.

65. Potts, Margaret – District 07 – Ticket #41331 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $133.34.  Homestead Exemption.

66. Potter, Joseph – District 07 – Ticket #41326 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $65.01.  Homestead Exemption.

67. Porter, James – District 07 – Ticket #41319 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $179.11.  Homestead Exemption.

68. Pitzer, Davis – District 07 – Ticket #41283 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $131.35.  Homestead Exemption.

69. Pittman, Doris – District 07 – Ticket #41280 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $104.81.  Homestead Exemption.

70. Starner, David – District 07 – Ticket #42273 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $278.61.  Homestead Exemption.

71. Staubs, Gerald – District 07 – Ticket #42280 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $158.54.  Homestead Exemption.

72. Stephens, Carolyn – District 07 – Ticket #42290 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $252.08.  Homestead Exemption.

73. Stephenson, Lawrence – District 07 – Ticket #42293 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $32.50.  Homestead Exemption.

74. Stewart, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #42303 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $271.98.  Homestead Exemption.

75. Strite, Ruhamah – District 07 – Ticket #42347 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $185.74.  Homestead Exemption.

76. Stuckey, Leewanna – District 07 – Ticket #42351 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $49.09.  Homestead Exemption.

77. Stultz, Carlton – District 07 – Ticket #42355 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $303.82.  Homestead Exemption.

78. Stump, Jack – District 07 – Ticket #42359 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $97.51.  Homestead Exemption.

79. Suits, Jeromelis – District 07 – Ticket #42364 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $237.48.  Homestead Exemption.

80. Pinkham, John – District 07 – Ticket #41276 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $37.15.  Homestead Exemption.

81. Pierce, Donald – District 07 – Ticket #41265 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $106.80.  Homestead Exemption.

82. Phipps, Lindsey – District 07 – Ticket #41258 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.18.  Homestead Exemption.

83. Phillips, Alvin – District 07 – Ticket #41246 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $94.20.  Homestead Exemption.

84. Painter, Carol – District 07 – Ticket #4111 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $134.66.  Homestead Exemption.

85. Owens, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #41105 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $90.22.  Homestead Exemption.

86. Owens, Homer – District 07 – Ticket #41099 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $314.43.  Homestead Exemption.

87. Zepp, Thelma – District 06 – Ticket #36517 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $89.83.  Homestead Exemption.

88. Palmer, Carolyn – District 07 – Ticket #41118 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $14.59.  Homestead Exemption.

89. Rinehart, Kenneth – District 07 – Ticket #41544 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $107.46.  Homestead Exemption.

90. Riner, George – District 07 – Ticket #41546 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $122.06.  Homestead Exemption.

91. Robinson, John – District 07 – Ticket #41587 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $25.21.  Homestead Exemption.

92. Rose, Mary – District 07 – Ticket #41625 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $32.50.  Homestead Exemption.

93. Ross, Robert – District 07 – Ticket #41635 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $76.29.  Homestead Exemption.

94. Rowe, Helen – District 07 – Ticket #41643 – Tax Year 2007 –Amount to be Exonerated $230.85.  Homestead Exemption.

95. Ruble, Dollie – District 07 – Ticket #41653 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $94.86.  Homestead Exemption.

96. Ruppenthal, Ercel – District 07 – Ticket #41671 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $118.74.  Homestead Exemption.

97. Russell, George – District 07 – Ticket #41679 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $113.43.  Homestead Exemption.

98. Russell, Karl – District 07 – Ticket #41701 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $224.22.  Homestead Exemption.

99. Rutherford, Clifford – District 07 – Ticket #41715 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $52.41.  Homestead Exemption.

100. Squires, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #42258 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $90.22.  Homestead Exemption.

101. Stabler, Hugh – District 07 – Ticket #42260 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $89.55.  Homestead Exemption.

102. Stanley, Willard – District 07 – Ticket #42271 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $70.95.  Homestead Exemption.

103. Smith, James – District 07 – Ticket #42100 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $41.13.  Homestead Exemption

104. Smith, John W. – District 07 – Ticket #42108 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $171.15.  Homestead Exemption.

105. Smith, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #42126 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $520.07.  Homestead Exemption.

106. Smith, Wanda – District 07 – Ticket $42138 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $235.49.  Homestead Exemption.

107. Snapp, Bobby – District 07 – Ticket #42146 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $131.34.  Homestead Exemption.

108. Sneathen, Dennis – District 07 – Ticket #42147 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $141.30.  Homestead Exemption.

109. Snyder, Joanna – District 07 – Ticket #41257 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $78.25.  Homestead Exemption.

110. Henry, Everett – District 08 – Ticket #45218 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $201.66.  Homestead Exemption.

111. Hess, Dorothy – District 08 – Ticket #45246 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $276.62.  Homestead Exemption.

112. Hess, Virginia Lee – District 08 – Ticket #45255 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $151.25.  Homestead Exemption.

113. Horner, Mildred – District 08 – Ticket #45354 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $301.49.  Homestead Exemption.

114. Reynolds, Lloyd – District 07 – Ticket #41487 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $57.06.  Homestead Exemption.

115. Wray, Henry, Jr. – District 07 – Ticket #43037 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $295.86.  Homestead Exemption.

116. Reynolds, Robin – District 07 – Ticket #41488 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $134.66.  Homestead Exemption.

117. Reed, Melvin – District 07 – Ticket #41463 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $139.31.  Homestead Exemption.

118. Ramsey, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #41413 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $170.48.  Homestead Exemption.

119. Ransom, Harold – District 07 – Ticket #41420 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $82.26.  Homestead Exemption.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations presented today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that last week the Commission was presented with an exoneration in the amount of $78,000.00.  He asked Assessor Gooden if he would explain that exoneration.  Assessor Gooden stated that it was for a boat that was valued at $78,000.00 and it was put in the system showing that amount.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that the District decided not to put into effect mandatory restrictions on water.  He said that they are monitoring the wells in the area and asking for volunteer restrictions.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the District maybe asked to take over private water services which are failing.



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the 911 Advisory Committee and reported that they discussed radio training on the new radios.



Commissioner Stubblefield attended an Emergency Training Session and he reported that this is the second exercise and it was very thorough and well done.



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of Region 9 and reported that he is impressed with what Carol Crabtree is doing and it seems that Region 9 is back on track.



Commissioner Stubblefield met with the legislators and reported that they are planning on the interims that will be held in Berkeley County in September.  He stated that there were plans for several tours in the County but they decided not to tour the Judicial Center and the Senior Center.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he should have additional information in another week.



Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Planning Commission and reported that they made one change on their agenda.  He stated that they had been putting bond releases and extensions at the end of their agenda and people were waiting, sometimes, two hours for the issue to appear on the agenda.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Planning Commission decided to place those issues at the beginning of their agendas.



Commissioner Stubblefield asked Commissioner Collins if he could tell him where the Planning Commission is with the Subdivision Regulations.  Commissioner Collins stated that he will have Matthew Mullenax of the Planning Office get with Gannet Fleming to speed up with their remarks.

Re:
Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action



Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission will be holding interviews for Boards and Commissions today.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission has not received the resignation of Joyce Kees from the Berkeley County Development Authority.  He said that he spoke with Mr. Crawford and he would be forwarding a note if the Commission doesn’t receive something soon from the Development Authority. 

Re:
Commission Calendars – Months of August and September



The updated Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 20, 2007 – The WV Counties Risk Pool Meeting will be held in Charleston, West Virginia at the Holiday Inn.

2. August 23rd and 30th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of August and September

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 20, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. August 21, 2007 – Parks and Recreation will meet.

3. August 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

4. August 22, 2007 – The Berkeley Senior Services Board will meet between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

5. August 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

6. August 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

7. August 27 2007 – The Berkeley County Landmarks Commission will meet.

8. August 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

9. August 30, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will hold a special meeting.

Re:

Steve Catlett, Martinsburg-Berkeley County Parks and Recreation

Community Participation Program Application and Resolution Request – Back Creek Valley Road – Rooney Park, 2000 Recreation Center Expansion Project – Discussion/Action



Steve Catlett, Executive Director of Martinsburg-Berkeley County Parks and Recreation came before the County Commission to present and discuss a Community Participation Program application and resolution for Rooney Park on Back Creek Valley Road and for the expansion project on the 2000 Recreation Center.  Mr. Catlett stated that the grant for Rooney Park is in the amount of $36,000.00 and will be used for the construction of a 300 ft. ball field.  He said that over $100,000.00 of excavating work was done free gratis.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Catlett is there were matching funds with the grant.  Mr. Catlett responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked if the matching funds would be coming out of Parks and Recreation’s budget.  Ms. Catlett responded by saying yes.


The next grant is for the expansion project at the 2000 Recreation Center.  Mr. Catlett stated that the grant is in the amount of $20,000.00 and will be used for equipment necessary to furnish the North and West wings of the Center’s expansion project.  He said that they are hopeful that they will be able to use the new wings of the building this fall.


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Community Participation Program applications for Rooney Park in the amount of $36,000.00 and for the 2000 Recreation Center project in the amount of $20,000.00 through the West Virginia Development Office and to approve the resolutions that will accompany the documents to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.


Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Cedar Heights, Brookfield Townhouse Phase I, Shenandoah Bible Baptist Church – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office presented Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Cedar Heights, Brookfield Townhouse Phase I and the Shenandoah Bible Baptist Church to the Commissioners for their approval.


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed all three and they are fine with the exception of Shenandoah Bible Baptist Church.  He said that the President and the Trustees must sign the agreement.  Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Aberegg to send the agreement back to Shenandoah Bible Baptist Church and request that they obtain the proper signatures.


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agreements for Cedar Heights and Brookfield Townhouse Phase I.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Interviews for Board and Commission Vacancies



Candidate for Board of Zoning Appeals – Tuscarora – Daniel J. Shergy



Candidate for Board of Zoning Appeals – Tuscarora – Scott A. McAboy

Scott McAboy was invited to come before the County Commission for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals for the Tuscarora District.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that three applications were received at the same time for appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals from individuals that live in the same District.  He asked Mr. McAboy what prompted all of the applications from the same District.  Mr. McAboy stated that a good friend purchased a home at the end of their lane and wanted to open a business.  He said that we live in a residential area and felt it would ruin the quality of life in our neighborhood.  He said that he feels that people should be able to vote for zoning and have a say over their quality of life.  Mr. McAboy stated that that is why he is interested in serving.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. McAboy if his development had a homeowners association.  Mr. McAboy stated that they are in the process of forming a homeowners association because they never had one before.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that seeing three of you coming in at the same time, and not knowing your issues, there was an impression that you had a target in mind.  Mr. McAboy responded by saying no sir.  He said that he would like to have a say on what takes place on his street but if three quarters of the neighborhood wants it then so be it.  

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, In House Legal Counsel



Draft Dog Ordinance Revisions – Discussion/Action

WV Homeless Shelters Program Contract – Berkeley County Commission and Community Networks – Discussion/Action

Excessive Noise Ordinance – Draft – Discussion/Action

Norwood Bentley, In House Legal Counsel, presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Draft Dog Ordinance Revisions – Mr. Bentley stated that a public hearing was held on the draft Dog Ordinance revisions.  He said that the Commission can take action to approve the document today or make other amendments to the document if you so choose.  He said that the request by Carolyn Bishop is not built into the Ordinance but is in Section 3 by reference.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission is not in favor of spelling out the State Code within a local Ordinance.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt that Mr. Bentley did right by adding some of the verbiage from the State Code to show what is in these sections.  He then made a motion to approve the Dog Ordinance Revisions as presented by Counsel.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield.  Ms. Hammond stated that because we were uncertain about the request made by Ms. Bishop, the information regarding her request was included in today’s packet for informational purposes only but it can be included in the draft Ordinance.  Commissioner Stubblefield then withdrew his motion.

2.  WV Homeless Shelters Program Contract-Berkeley County Commission and Community Networks – Mr. Bentley stated that the contract between the Berkeley County Commission and Community Networks for the West Virginia Homeless Shelters Program is to assure that the sub grantees do their job properly and if they don’t they will pay any fines and/fees and not the County Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to authorize the President to sign the contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

3. Excessive Noise Ordinance – Mr. Bentley stated that the draft Excessive Noise Ordinance is limited to residential areas and areas such as hotels, motels, hospitals, etc.  He said that if the Commission is in favor parks and recreational areas can be added.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like the parks and recreational areas included.  Commissioner Collins stated that he agreed.  Following a brief discussion on dates and times, the Commission agreed to schedule a public hearing on September 6, 2007.  

Re:

The Honorable Pamela Jean Games Neely, Prosecutor



Discussion of VOCA Grant Reductions – Discussion/Action

Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games Neely came before the County Commission to discuss the reductions taking place through the VOCA grant.  Ms. Games Neely stated that the VOCA grant pays for a part time Victims Coordinator and when the grant was renewed in July, 2007 they reduced the salary for the position by $473.00.  Ms. Games Neely stated that she would like to take that amount ($473.00) out of their budget to cover the reduction in salary.  Commissioner Collins stated that as long as the extra funding is coming out of the Prosecutor’s budget then he saw no problems.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to honor the request of the Prosecuting Attorney to transfer $473.00 from her budget to cover the salary of the part time Victims Coordinator.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A letter of resignation was received from Tom Grove effective August 14, 2007.  This letter of resignation was for the information of the Commissioners since the employee was paid out of the Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  No action was necessary by the Commission.

2. Resignation – A memorandum was received from the Assessor’s Office informing the Commission of the resignation of Paul Wilson effective August 7, 2007.  This memorandum was for the information of the Commissioners since the employee was paid out of the Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  No action was necessary by the Commission.

3. Salary Increase Notification – A memorandum was received from the Assessor’s Office informing the Commission of a salary increase for Allan Ladd effective August 4, 2007.  Mr. Ladd’s salary will be increased to $30,029.00.  Since Mr. Ladd’s salary is paid out of the Assessor’s Valuation Fund, the memorandum was for informational purposes and no action needed to be taken by the Commission.

4. Hiring Recommendations – A memorandum was received from County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. requesting approval to hire Donald Plotner and Jeffrey Casaly as Deputy Clerks.  If approved, Mr. Plotner and Mr. Casaly will earn $8.00 per hour.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Plotner and Mr. Casaly as part time Deputy Clerks.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

5. Resignation – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission Office just received a notice of resignation for Michele Neely effective July 13, 2007.  She said that Ms. Neely’s security badge was turned in to the staff on yesterday.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the resignation of Michele Neely effective July 13, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

The Honorable W. Randy Smith



Draft Orders – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Discussion/Action

Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the County Commission requesting approval on a draft Order for the Judicial Center.  He stated that the Order will establish security procedures for the operation of the Judicial Center.

Mr. Bentley stated that the Sheriff provided him a copy of the Order and every thing looked fine.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the Order for security procedures for the Berkeley County Judicial Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved. 

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Auctioneer Services – RFP Award – Discussion/Action



Concession Stand Request – Discussion/Action

Changes in Maintenance Contract Amounts – Software Systems – Discussion/Action

Request for Letter of Endorsement – Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Event – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Auctioneer Services-RFP Award – Ms. Hammond stated that last week the Commission discussed the sale of surplus property and an RFP be included as an action item today.  She said that two proposals, both of whom were interviewed, responded to the RFP.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission needs to make a decision quickly because we need to put the property on the block no later than October 15, 2007.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission decision follows interviews with both applicants.  He then made a motion to accept the proposal of Hockman Auctions, LLC.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion that the auction is a reserve auction as opposed to an absolute auction.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

2. Concession Stand Request – Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the individuals who operate the hot dog stand at the Berkeley Plaza would like to move closer to town and they asked if they could set up their stand on the Martins/CVS parking lot.  He said that they know that this would be a temporary location and he said that he also spoke with Counsel and he said that as long as we don’t accept any contributions from them it would be alright.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that they are also aware that if the County Commission allows them to operate their stand on that property other vendors will have the same opportunity to operate at the same location.  Mr. Bentley stated that we have to make sure the vendors have a business license.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Bentley if he felt the Commission needed a written policy on the issue.  Mr. Bentley stated that it would be good to have something on record.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that if the Commission is in agreement he would ask Mr. Bentley to draw up the document.  Commissioner Collins stated that he was in agreement.

3. Changes in Maintenance Contract Amounts-Software Systems – Ms. Hammond stated that there has been an increase of $195.00 to the contract between the County Commission and Software Systems due to the increased number of calls they have received from the County.  She said that calls from the Assessor’s Office and the Tax Office were at an all time high whereas other departments decreased their number of calls.

4. Request for Letter of Endorsement-Convention and Visitors’ Bureau – Ms. Hammond stated that the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention and Visitors’ Bureau has requested a letter of endorsement from the Commission for an event that they have scheduled on September 8, 2007.  Mr. Bentley stated that their e-mail suggests that they want to know that the Commission has no objection to the sale of beer before a license is issued.  A draft letter was included in today’s Commission packet addressed to the West Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control Administration.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the Bureau have the opportunity to read the draft letter and if they want to change the verbiage we can make those changes.  Ms. Hammond stated that they need the letter immediately and if the Commission would like to sign the letter presented today then if the Bureau wants any changes, those changes can be made and the Commission can sign an amended letter.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to forward the letter of endorsement requested by the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Bid Opening – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Phase II

A bid opening was scheduled today at 11:00 a.m. for the Phase II renovations to the Berkeley County Judicial Center (the Crawford Building).  Bids were received from the following firms:

1.  Palmer Construction, McConnellsburg, Pa. in the amount of    

     
     $13,075,000.00.

2.  W. Harley Miller, Martinsburg, WV in the amount of           

     $12,800,000.00.

3.  Brechbill & Helman, Chambersburg, Pa. in the amount of 



                 $13,550,000.00.

Commissioner Collins stated that all of the bids will be forwarded to DMJM for their review.  Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM was present and stated that his firm will be checking the backgrounds of the firms that provided bids today and he would return to the Commission with a recommendation.  

Commissioner Collins thanked all of the firms for bidding on the project.  

Re:

Items from the Public

Sheriff W. Randy Smith and Barb Burkhart of the Tax Office came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Ms. Burkhart approached the bench and stated that she has concerns about the cost of the calls placed to Software Systems.  She said that the excess calls were due to the new program and her office, along with the Assessor’s Office, has been having problems since last July.  Ms. Burkhart stated that they think that it is unfair that we are charged for the calls.  She said that each time they try to do a refund check they have to call Software Systems.  Ms. Burkhart stated that Software Systems keeps saying that they need to correct the problem but they never do.  Commissioner Collins stated that we should not be paying for Software Systems’ errors.

Ms. Burkhart stated that her office has had problems with the Sheriff’s Settlement for over three years.  She said that the County is so large that we have to do two Settlements.  Ms. Burkhart stated that when they do the second Settlement they have to call Software Systems and again they say they need to fix it.

Commissioner Collins stated that he would like a list of the erroneous charges.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with Commissioner Collins.

Ms. Burkhart stated that her office also has a serious problem with their computers going down all of the time.  She said that Software Systems notified them and asked them to call so they can find the problem.   

Commissioner Collins stated that he would like to be provided a list.  

Sheriff Smith approached the bench and said that he was presented another unfunded mandate from the State.  He said that he just received the new crash report that the State is requiring the deputies to fill out whenever a car crash occurs.  Sheriff Smith stated that the crash report from the State of Maryland consists of one page.  He said that the crash report from the State of Virginia is also one page.  Sheriff Smith stated that the old crash report for us consisted of four pages but that was just replaced with a report that is ten pages long.  He said that officers should not have more paperwork.  Sheriff Smith stated that in a snow storm it will be awful because of all the accidents that happen during inclement weather.  He said that he is asking the Commission to bring this issue to the legislators’ attention during the interims.  Sheriff Smith stated that this new crash report will result in a lot of overtime.

Commissioner Collins asked Sheriff Smith to provide Commissioner Stubblefield with copies of the new form.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that for the interims the Journal will provide the public with a tear-out section so they will have the opportunity to write down their comments.  Ms. Hammond stated that if we could get the name of the department or agency that provided this new report the Commission could forward a letter voicing their concerns.  Commissioner Collins asked Sheriff Smith to give Ms. Hammond the contact information so the Commission can forward a letter of concern.

Re:

Bill Kearns, Administrator and Dr. Dana Gaviria



Berkeley County Health Department



Report on Reported Meningitis Case – Discussion/Action

Bill Kearns, Administrator of the Berkeley County Health Department, along with Dr. Dana Gaviria, was invited to come before the Commission to provide a report on the recent report of a Meningitis case in Berkeley County.  Mr. Kearns approached the bench and stated that he couldn’t speak a lot about the Meningitis case but there definitely was one case reported.  He said that the Nursing Director contacted the local school nurses and took a list of each person to see if anyone was in danger.  Mr. Kearns stated that the Health Department sent a letter of appreciation to the Board of Education for all of their assistance.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Kearns how long ago the case was reported and the contagious period.  Mr. Kearns stated that the case was report a little over a week ago and he was not sure just how long the contagious period lasted.

Dr. Gaviria approached the bench and stated that the Health Department did receive one confirmed case of Meningitis.  She said that the patient was admitted to City Hospital on Wednesday and was transferred to another hospital soon after.  Dr. Gaviria stated that last Friday the culture came back positive and all family members received antibiotics.  She said that a second man, a co-worker of the first patient, had similar symptoms.  Dr. Gaviria stated that this gentleman attended a large conference with one hundred co-workers.  She said that the Health Department got involved and contacted everyone that was at the meeting to see if anyone had any symptoms and to advise them to seek medical help.  Dr. Gaviria stated that as it turned out those people were not at risk.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Dr. Gaviria, hypothetically, if it was a County employee should the Commission mobilize and contact everyone.  Dr. Gaviria stated that the Health Department recommends that anyone with close contact to the infected person i.e. drinking from the same glass, kissing, etc., should seek medical attention.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Dr. Gaviria if she would tell the Commission the length of the contagious period.  Dr. Gaviria stated that you should check for seven days.  She said that this is a serious illness but it is very rare.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.         



Approved:_____________________________________





Steven C. Teufel, President

