Berkeley County Commission Meeting                           August 9, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In House Legal Counsel



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Rev. Carl Baker, Preston Gooden, John W. Small, Jr., Ryan Frankenberry, Steve Aberegg, Craig Mariette, Jr., Rhonda Clinton, Michelle Kitts, William Teach, Alan Davis, John Kunkle, Pat Ferrell

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Carl Baker of the Rosemont Grace Brethren Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Ms. Hammond stated that at 10:15 a.m. on today’s agenda the Commission was to receive a bid recommendation on in-car video cameras.  She said that due to the Sheriff’s duties at the Berkeley County Youth Fair he has been prohibited from working with Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing and to provide the Commission with a bid award recommendation.



Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve today’s agenda with the aforementioned deletion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of August 6, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 4 to Enhanced Printing in the amount of $368.75.  He said that one of the items on the invoice was for business cards for Terry Feiser in the amount of $139.32.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office if that charge was for business cards for just one employee or if Mr. Feiser was ordering cards for a number of employees in the Engineering Office.  Ms. Campbell stated that the order was for Mr. Feiser’s cards only.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt that the cost was excessive.  President Teufel stated that he would speak with the County Engineer regarding the matter.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 5 to the General County Fund in the amount of $84,419.15.  He asked why the funds were being taken from the 911 Fee Account.  Ms. Hammond stated that the 911 fees are going directly into the new 019 Account and they are being expensed out of the General County Fund.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 8 to Delage Landen Financial in the amount of $459.90.  Ms. Campbell stated it was a lease payment for a copier.



President Teufel asked Ms. Hammond if she had double checked the credit card purchases.  Ms. Hammond stated that she did check the purchases made on the County’s credit card and they are listed on the Commissioners’ supplemental.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the July 26, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield.  President Teufel requested that the Commission withhold any action until they can discuss the exonerations with the County Assessor Preston Gooden.  Commissioner Collins requested that his motion be withdrawn.  

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the Commission to present exonerations on real estate to the Commissioners for approval.



President Teufel:  The week that I was out of town there were some exonerations on real estate.  Assessor Gooden:  Unh ha.  President Teufel:  Some of the amounts were not legible and some of there amounts were entered two or three times.  I know that Commissioner Collins and Commissioner Stubblefield took action to accept them but before we go any further I would like for you to take a look at them.  The first one looks like $78,000.00 to me and I would like for you to clarify that one.  Assessor Gooden:  That was a problem with the system and it will not allow us to make corrections.  That is why there are all of the exonerations.  The system will only take an exoneration once.  A lot of times people will come in to check to see if their exoneration was done and there is no way they will know.  The staff will go ahead and do another exoneration, but the system will only take it one time. President Teufel:  Let me ask you something, I don’t know what quality of work this is but we are getting ready where the elected officials will rate their people on the quality of work and if these are the mistakes that are being made that at the end of the year they are addressed.  It concerns me that names appear two or three times and the duplications in here and in tax season.  Another question I have is the $78,000.00.  Assessor Gooden:  The only way a mistake can be corrected is to do an exoneration.  I have to get it out.  President Teufel:  Would we have to take any action based on what is on here.  Ms. Hammond:  You would probably want a subsequent letter making a notation because your minutes are going to reflect.  Commissioner Stubblefield:  Preston if you could make us a list reflecting those duplications we can take action on that list to amend all minutes on the ones that were duplicated.  We will need that list to make an adjustment on those ones that were duplicated.  Commissioner Collins:  We are going to have to do something here because the minutes reflect the duplications.  Ms. Hammond:  For that historical record, which is accurate, what you will have to do is have a subsequent meeting and take a motion because precious actions approved those duplicates.  Mr. Bentley:  Some of them were duplicates and what Preston will have to do is provide you a list of those duplicates.  Commissioner Collins:  We can correct it through action.  Mr. Bentley:  Right.  President Teufel:  Well, this morning, we have 15 sheets of real estate exonerations.  Commissioner Stubblefield:  One page was not numbered so we will label that as 4.A, you have one listed as an unknown, and how do we handle that?  Assessor Gooden:  We had it as “no account” and we had to take it off.  Commissioner Stubblefield:  So we are removing that account all together.  Assessor Gooden:  Yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield:  And on page 14 there are several marked through.  Are these duplicates?  Assessor Gooden:  Yes.  I caught those.  President Teufel:  Page 5 we have Edward Sigulinsky.  That was listed three times, July 12 and August 2, 2007.  Another one on page 4, Nellie West, that was approved on August 2, 2007 and another one on page 13 for Wayne Moxley that was approved on August 2, 2007.  So we have three I question and we can approve with exceptions.  Commissioner Collins:  I move to approve the exonerations with the exceptions.  Commissioner Stubblefield:  I second that motion.  President Teufel:  All in favor say aye.  Aye.  President Teufel:  Motion approved.



The following exonerations were included on the listings that the Commission took action on today:

1. Busey, Harry L – District 08 – Ticket #43799 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $8.62.  Homestead Exemption.

2. Arvin, Scott – District 01 – Ticket #214 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,252.19.  Wrong Class.

3. Arvin, Scott – District 01 – Ticket #163 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,092.23.  Wrong Class.

4. Arvin, Scott – District 01 – Ticket #165 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,134.49.  Wrong Class.

5. Arvin, Scott – District 01 – Ticket #222 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,154.88.  Wrong Class.

6. Wean, Donald – District 04 – Ticket #29195 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $288.56.  Homestead Exemption.

7. Weaver, D – District 04 – Ticket #29204 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $115.86.  Homestead Exemption.

8. Webber, Carroll – District 08 – Ticket #48358 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $171.15.  Homestead Exemption.

9. Webber, Floyd – District 08 – Ticket #48359 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $270.65.  Homestead Exemption.

10. Wentz, Charles – District 08 – Ticket #48376 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $25.21.  Homestead Exemption.

11. Sanders, Donald – District 04 – Ticket #27922 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $102.82.  Homestead Exemption.

12. McCauley, Ruby – District 07 – Ticket #40589 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $221.12.  Homestead Exemption.

13. Toedton, Kimberly – District 02 – Ticket #16211 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $373.47.  Wrong Class.

14. Strother, Christine – District 07 – Ticket #40838 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,032.66.  Wrong Class.

15. Hatcher, Hayes – District 02 – Ticket #10675 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $191.05.  Wrong Class.

16. Kenth, James – District 08 – Ticket #45639 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $256.72.  Homestead Exemption.

17. Kilmer, Herbert – District 07 – Ticket #39975 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $91.54.  Homestead Exemption.

18. Kisner, Lester – District 07 – Ticket #40015 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $13.93.  Homestead Exemption.

19. Knight, Paul – District 07 – Ticket #40032 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $80.93.  Homestead Exemption.

20. Keel, Leland – District 07 – Ticket #39885 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.77.  Homestead Exemption.

21. Rightenour, Clifton – District 04 – Ticket #27594 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $675.50.  Homestead Exemption.

22. Richard, James – District 04 – Ticket #27582 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $108.13.  Homestead Exemption.

23. Rhodes, Charles – District 04 – Ticket #27544 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.77.  Homestead Exemption

24. Powell, George – District 08 – Ticket #46878 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $175.79.  Homestead Exemption.

25. Potter, Sherman – District 04 – Ticket #27375 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $90.22.  Homestead Exemption.

26. Porterfield, Charles – District 04 – Ticket #27239 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $398.16.  Homestead Exemption.

27. Green, Curtis – District 08 – Ticket #44993 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $254.07.  Homestead Exemption.

28. Lewis, Willitta – District 07 – Ticket #40221 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $45.77.  Homestead Exemption.

29. Lilly, Donald – District 07 – Ticket #40234 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $17.91.  Homestead Exemption.

30. Lineburg, Gary – District 07 – Ticket #40246 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $47.76.  Homestead Exemption.

31. Grove, Harry – District 06 – Ticket #32356 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $764.34.  Wrong Class.

32. Myers, Barbara – District #08 – Ticket #46475 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $181.77.  Homestead Exemption.

33. Herron, Lucille – District 03 – Ticket #18334 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $154.56.  Homestead Exemption.

34. Bailey, Rouse – District 03 – Ticket #17227 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $3,681.65.  Managed timberland.

35. Jones, Arthur – District 08 – Ticket #45574 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $157.22.  Homestead Exemption.

36. Burnett, William – District 01 – Ticket #1039 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $221.12.  Homestead Exemption.

37. Wheeler, Dennis – District 08 – Ticket #48413 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $313.11.  Homestead Exemption.

38. Strother, Christine – District 07 – Ticket #42350 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,198.69.  Wrong Class.

39. Montague, Richard – District 02 – Ticket #12648 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $194.80.  Homestead Exemption.

40. Hardy, Charles – District 06 – Ticket #32468 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,881.72.  Wrong Class.

41. Maggio, Philip – District 02 – Ticket #12140 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $344.95.  Homestead Exemption.

42. Jones, Ronald – District 04 – Ticket #25296 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $34.27.  Homestead Exemption.

43. Griffith, Leonard – District 03 – Ticket #18669 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $174.24.  Homestead Exemption

44. Robinson, David – District 08 – Ticket #45446 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $64.35.  Mobile home was on real property.

45. Bickett, Yzoen – District 04 – Ticket #22093 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,806.33.  Wrong Class.

46. Madello, Robert, Jr. – District 04 – Ticket #29996 – Tax Year 2008 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,427.55.  Wrong Class.

47. Unknown – District 07 – Ticket #42628 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $132.68.  No account to pay.

48. Frazer, Edward – District 01 – Ticket #2394 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $2,042.60.  Wrong Class.

49. Grove, Garry – District 02 – Ticket #32355 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $301.05.  Homestead Exemption

50. Shelly, Catherine – District 07 – Ticket #41904 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $82.90.  Homestead Exemption.

51. Sherman, Mabel – District 07 – Ticket #41914 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.11.  Homestead Exemption.

52. Sherrard, Ralph – District 07 – Ticket #41919 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $117.41.  Homestead Exemption.

53. Shirley, Dolores – District 07 – Ticket #41941.  Homestead Exemption.

54. Shupe, Glenn – District 07 – Ticket #41976 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $416.59.  Homestead Exemption.

55. Simmons, Arebe – District 07 – Ticket #42003 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $35.16.  Homestead Exemption.

56. Sims, Janet – District 07 – Ticket #42016 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $27.86.  Homestead Exemption.

57. Shutts, Hilda – District 07 – Ticket #41977 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $57.71.  Homestead Exemption.

58. Sheets, Lee – District 07 – Ticket #41893 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $68.33.  Homestead Exemption.

59. Ruble, Lawrence – District 07 – Ticket #41657 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $62.36.  Homestead Exemption.

60. Ruble, Arlie – District 07 – Ticket #41649 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $82.92.  Homestead Exemption.

61. Miller, Frances – District 07 – Ticket #40777 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $409.96.  Homestead Exemption.

62. Miller, Fern – District 07 – Ticket #40776 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $188.39.  Homestead Exemption.

63. Lent, Douglas – District 07 – Ticket #40180 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $99.06.  Homestead Exemption.

64. LeDane, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #40160 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $105.47.  Homestead Exemption.

65. Kerns, Davis – District 07 – Ticket #39937 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $27.20.  Homestead Exemption.

66. Lang, Leslie – District 07 – Ticket #40100 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.77.  Homestead Exemption.

67. Messiora, Steven – District 07 – Ticket #40703 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $132.67.  Homestead Exemption

68. Menzie, Shirley – District 07 – Ticket #40691 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $277.51.  Homestead Exemption.

69. Unger, John – District 08 – Ticket #48175 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $78.28.  Homestead Exemption.

70. Tyler, Donald – District 08 – Ticket #48170 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $236.16.  Homestead Exemption.

71. Russell, Shirley – District 07 – Ticket #41712 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $185.08.  Homestead Exemption.

72. Runkles, Donald – District 04 – Ticket #27819 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $187.07.  Homestead Exemption.

73. Ronayne, Rosemary – District 04 – Ticket #27729 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $277.62.  Homestead Exemption.  

74. Moler, Edwin – District 07 – Ticket #40848 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $116.75.  Homestead Exemption.

75. Moats, Alvin, Sr. – District 07 – Ticket #40841 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $126.70.  Homestead Exemption.

76. Mitchell, Dorothy – District 07 – Ticket #40838 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $114.76.  Homestead Exemption

77. Miller, Vesta – District 07 – Ticket #40814 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $101.49.  Homestead Exemption.

78. Russell, Shirley – District 07 – Ticket #41712 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $185.08.  Homestead Exemption.

79. Lewis, James- District 07 – Ticket #40200 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $268.66.  Homestead Exemption.

80. Lewis, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #40195 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $78.28.  Homestead Exemption.

81. Mauck, Nancy – District 07 – Ticket #40563 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $286.93.  Homestead Exemption.

82. Mathieux, Donald – District 07 – Ticket #40557 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $163.87.  Homestead Exemption.

83. Masdonati, Ida – District 07 – Ticket #40520 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $77.61.  Homestead Exemption.

84. Lynn, Suzanne – District 07 – Ticket #40377 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $47.76.  Homestead Exemption.

85. Lovett, Reed – District 07 – Ticket #40342 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $125.38.  Homestead Exemption.

86. Light, Edward – District 07 – Ticket #40227 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $179.78.  Homestead Exemption.

87. Jansson, Karl – District 07 – Ticket #39680 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $97.34.  Homestead Exemption.

88. Unger, Thomas – District 04 – Ticket #28992 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $45.77.  Homestead Exemption.

89. Bavens, Harold – District 04 – Ticket #21968 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $218.90.  Homestead Exemption.

90. Beatty, Barbara – District 07 – Ticket #37270 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $132.23.  Homestead Exemption.

91. Bowman, Gary Lee – District 07 – Ticket #37452 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $32.95.  Homestead Exemption.

92. Boyd, Janet – District 07 – Ticket #37462 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $103.93.  Homestead Exemption.

93. Brining, Earl – District 06 – Ticket #30638 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $297.97.  Homestead Exemption.

94. Brookman, Daniel – District 07 – Ticket #37520 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $15.25.  Homestead Exemption.

95. Butts, Calvin – District 04 – Ticket #22539 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $266.67.  Homestead Exemption.

96. Butts, Mabel – District 08 – Ticket #43843 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $294.53.  Homestead Exemption.

97. Byers, Lloyd – District 04 – Ticket #22565 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $184.41.  Homestead Exemption.

98. Cameron, Frederick – District 07 – Ticket #37746 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $85.57.  Homestead Exemption.

99. Jackson, Ollie – District 08 – Ticket #45476 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $147.27.  Value appraised too high.

100. Rankin, Kelley – District 02 – Ticket #13618 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $181.76.  Land value too high.

101. Perez, Jose – District 04 – Ticket #26811 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $122.06.  Wrong Class.

102. Hingchu, Seriroat – District 04 – Same ticket number as Perez (26811)? – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $2,817.29.  Wrong Class.

103. Runkles, Farren – District 04 – Ticket #27824 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $925.35.  Wrong Class.

104. Sherman, Jonathan – District 06 – Ticket #35393 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,749.16.  Wrong Class.

105. Rental Properties, Inc – District 02 – Ticket #13720 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,335.88.  Changes were not made in the system.

106. Wood, Goldie – District 02 – Ticket #48567 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $2.44.  Land value too high.

107. Deanth, John – District 02 – Ticket #9296 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $398.68.  Homestead Exemption.

108. Jeaneeny, Mildred – District 08 – Ticket #45529 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $250.75.  Land value too high.

109. Wiest, Elaine – District 08 – Ticket #48439 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated 23.88.  Homestead Exemption.

110. Whittington, Evelyn – District 08 – Ticket #48433 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $216.92.  Homestead Exemption.

111. White, Edwin – District 08 – Ticket #48423 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $85.57.  Homestead Exemption.

112. Barrow Vivian – District 01 – Ticket #570 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $306.12.  Property transferred in error.

113. Hewell, Allen – District 02 – Ticket #10939 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $39.80.  Wrong land factor was used on parcel.

114. Meyer, Donald – District 08 – Ticket #40471 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $358.22.  Recreational area, common area.

115. Lopez, James – District 06 – Ticket #33528 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,103.23.  Wrong Class.

116. Larrie Inc. – District 06 – Ticket #35322 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $509.55.  Property appraised too high.

117. Kenyon, Michael – District 03 – Ticket #19167 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $87.58.  Keyed wrong.

118. Odell, Virginia – District 07 – Ticket #41044 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $98.18.  Homestead Exemption.

119. Norton, Ronald – District 07 – Ticket #41027 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $91.54.  Homestead Exemption.

120. Nicewarner, Robert – District 07 – Ticket #41004 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $85.52.  Homestead Exemption.

121. Newlin, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #40992 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $135.99.  Homestead Exemption.

122. Rizzetta, Samuel – District 07 – Ticket #41567 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $514.10.  Homestead Exemption.

123. Rogers, Donald – District 07 – Ticket #41601 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $100.16.  Homestead Exemption.

124. Rodgers, Kenneth – District 06 – Ticket #11938 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $120.04.  Homestead Exemption.

125. Rockwell, Esther – District 08 – Ticket #47472 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $238.80.  Homestead Exemption.

126. Risinger, John – District 04 – Ticket $27633 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $83.58.  Homestead Exemption.

127. Riner, Carey – District 04 – Ticket #27609 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $63.68.  Homestead Exemption.

128. Lefevre, Raymond – District 02 – Ticket # 11938 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $141.30.  Homestead Exemption.

129. James, William – District 08 – Ticket #45520 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $128.69.  Homestead Exemption

130. Hanson, Eric – District 06 – Ticket #32456 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $115.14.  Wrong Class.

131. Hadson (No first name given) – District 06 – Ticket #32457 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $681.86.  Keyed wrong.

132. Hernandez, Ramino – District 07 – Ticket #39392 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,330.00.  Assessed as two units and it should be one.

133. Hedrick, Joseph – District 06 – Ticket #32541 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $794.83.  Homestead Exemption.

134. Guthrie, James – District 02 – Ticket #10499 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $892.22.  Homestead Exemption.

135. Tobin, Thomas – District 01 – Ticket #6679 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $221.12.  Homestead Exemption.

136. Caton, Larry – District 01 – Ticket #1280 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $147.49.  Homestead Exemption.

137. Delauder, Robert – District 04 – Ticket #23317 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $303.82.  Homestead Exemption.

138. Holben, Mary – District 08 – Ticket #45320 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $254.73.  Homestead Exemption.

139. Glass, Robert – District 06 – Ticket #32194 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $204.97.  Homestead Exemption.

140. Finch, Robert – District 08 – Ticket #44640 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $251.41.  Homestead Exemption.

141. Heironimus, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #39345 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $652.75.  Homestead Exemption.

142. Hagerty, Dailey – District 06 – Ticket #32417 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $145.35.  Homestead Exemption.

143. Grubbs, Roger – District 08 – Ticket #45055 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $414.60.  Homestead Exemption.     

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the July 26, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for corrections or changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

The Honorable John W. Small, Jr., County Clerk



Marsha Kelley, Director, Finance and Purchasing



IRS Purchase Order and Outstanding Issues Related to Settlement – 



(Continued) Discussion/Action

County Clerk John Small and Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, came before the County Commission to further discuss the outstanding issues related to a settlement with the Internal Revenue Service.  Mr. Small stated that David Nelms, IRS Appeals Officer, returned a call as promised after reviewing the County’s account.  He said that Mr. Nelms was to take action once again to clear the account and have the 2002 abatement entries posted.  Mr. Small stated that he is to call Mr. Nelms directly if we have not received written confirmation thirty days from August 6, 2007.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the County had paid all due to the IRS.  Mr. Bentley stated that part of the $78,000.00 is still owed and that is what we want them to defer.  Ms. Kelley stated that the County Clerk’s office has also asked for relief of penalties that were accrued.

Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Small go forward a copy of the confirmation to the Commission once it is received.

Re:

Board and Commission Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield reported that he represented the County Commission at a Homeland Security evacuation workshop.  He stated that there was reasonable participation and a follow-up is scheduled this coming Wednesday.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that three to four months ago Secretary Spears decided to do the workshops on a State level; they worked on models and it became very sophisticated and would serve the State better.  He said the question is if it will help us in a mass evacuation.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he was afraid that there would be little direct value to us at the local level.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County had a booth at the Berkeley County Youth Fair and it was certainly a County Government booth.  He said that the County Assessor was present a couple of times, representatives from the County Clerk’s office was present on two separate evenings and representation was there from the Sheriff’s office.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the booth served a good purpose.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and reported that all their projects are on schedule.  He said that they are wrapping up the projects at Baker Heights and Inwood.  Commissioner Collin stated that they are still in litigation on the design in the Hedgesville area.  

Commissioner Collins stated that there will be a photo shoot at the Judicial Center today at 2:00 p.m. regarding the two new Durangos for the Police Reserve.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board last Thursday and reported that they are moving forward for the low bidder to start on the new station at Hedgesville.

President Teufel stated that he received a copy of a letter regarding an unemployment compensation matter.  He said that there were a number of incidents on the same employee.  Ms. Hammond stated that the County is listed as an employer but the individual is obtaining unemployment from another organization.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Development Authority yesterday and Bob Crawford, Executive Director of the Authority, announced his retirement after 18 years of service.  He said that Mr. Crawford has done a great job and the County has benefited a great deal.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Crawford will continue to work, on a contractual basis, for a period of time.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the Commission received a letter from the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority reporting the resignation of Violet Rice.  He asked that the Commission forward a letter to Ms. Rice thanking her for all of her work while serving on that Authority.  He said that Ms. Rice is a nurse and would ask the Commission to focus on nursing when considering a candidate to fill that vacancy.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Rice and to forward a letter of thanks to her.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

President Teufel stated that the Commission received three applications regarding the Tuscarora Board of Zoning Appeals.  Daniel Shergy, Scott McAboy and Jim Perrell expressed their desire to serve on that Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked what prompted the three applicants to submit their applications at the same time.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Planning Commission, as well as the County Commission, has been advertising for representatives that would serve in the three spot zones in the County.  She said that the representatives have to live in those areas to enable them to serve.  President Teufel requested that the Commission extend all three applicants an invitation to come before the Commissioners for a brief interview.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of August and September

The updated Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 16th, 23rd, and 30th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. September 11, 2007 – A Government Consolidation meeting will be held at the Martinsburg High School beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Senator Brooks McCabe will be present.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission needs to work with the media and other counties and municipalities to attend the meeting.   

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of August and September

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 9, 20078 – The Berkeley County Fire Board meeting, originally scheduled on this date, has been rescheduled until August 16, 2007.

2. August 13, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

3. August 13, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

4. August 16, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

5. August 16, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

6. August 20, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

7. August 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

8. August 21, 2007 – Parks and Recreation will meet.

9. August 22, 2007 – Berkeley Senior Services will meet between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

10. August 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

11. August 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

12. August 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Landmarks Commission will meet.

13. August 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

County Records Retention Schedule – Discussion

Proposed In-House IT Professional – Discussion/Action

Sale of Fixed Assets – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. County Records Retention Schedule – Ms. Hammond stated that County Engineer William Teach requested that the Commission discuss the issue of the County records retention schedule.  She said that we have had a concern about the past and future records and Mr. Teach found some changes in the Code.  Ms. Hammond stated that as long as the structure remains the records have to be retained.  She said that Mr. Teach is looking at the Code to determine if since our records have been scanned if there is a need to retain them.  Ms. Hammond stated that at the County Commissioners’ Association meeting the issue was discussed and she would like to reference the Code in a schedule.  Mr. Bentley stated that he is currently waiting for a response from the State.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Bentley if the “loop” would be closed once a response is received.  Mr. Bentley responded by saying yes.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Donna McMahon, Berkeley County Animal Control



Brian Taylor and Ryan Frankenberry, Nuisance Appeal Board

Nuisance Appeal Board Recommendation – Mariette Appeal – Discussion/Action


Ryan Frankenberry and Brian Taylor of the Berkeley County Nuisance Appeal Board came before the County Commission with a recommendation on an appeal requested by Craig Mariette, Jr.


Mr. Frankenberry approached the bench and stated that five members of the Nuisance Appeal Board met on July 26, 2007 to hear the appeal by Mr. Mariette.  He said that the evidence that was submitted include the witnesses’ statements, photographs of the dog that was attached, the testimony of Officer Kitts of Animal Control, the testimony of victim Rhonda Clinton and her husband Mr. Clinton, and the dog owner Craig Mariette, Jr. and his father Craig Mariette, Sr.


Mr. Frankenberry stated that on July 22, 2007 Officer Kitts responded to a call that a black pit bull was running loose in the area of Sheerer Drive.  Officer Kitts was unable to locate the black pit bull.  Shortly thereafter, Officer Kitts was dispatched to 325 Sheerer Drive for a dog attack.  Upon arrival, Officer Kitts spoke with Rhonda Clinton, the owner of a dachshund that had been attacked by a black pit bull.  Ms. Clinton stated that that she had been walking her dog on a leash in her neighborhood, when suddenly and without warning a black pit bull attacked her dog.  Ms. Clinton screamed for help.  Susan Needles and Debra Gettert, neighborhood resident on or near Sheerer Drive came to render assistance.  Ms. Needles and Ms. Gettert did not appear at the hearing, however, signed statements were provided to Animal Control.  Ms. Needles rang the door bell of the Mariette home.  Ms. Gettert reported that Ms. Needles banged and pounded on the Mariette door.  No one came to the door.  When the witnesses were finally able to separate the dogs, the black pit bull ran to the Mariette doorstep.  The door opened and the pit bull was let inside the Mariette home.  Officer Kitts reported that she too attempted to make contact with someone at the Mariette home.  Although the upstairs windows were opened, and Officer Kitts rang the door bell and knocked on the door, no one came to answer the door.  Officer Kitts had to return later before she was able to get an answer at the Mariette home.  Mr. Frankenberry stated that Craig Mariette, Jr. was unwilling to help load the pit bull into the Animal Control truck.  Officer Kitts advised that Craig Mariette, Jr. seemed afraid of the pit bull.  Ultimately, Craig Mariette, Jr. loaded the pit bull into his own vehicle and drove the pit bull to Animal Control.


Mr. Frankenberry stated that Craig Mariette, Sr. was very apologetic of the incident.  He offered to put a muzzle on the dog.  Craig Mariette, Jr. was visibly upset with that statement by his father.  Craig Mariette, Sr. verbally offered that he would obtain records from Pet Smart that the staff there had no problems with the pit bull.  Mr. Frankenberry stated that those records were not submitted; however, the Board considered the statements of Craig Mariette, Sr. as truthful.


Mr. Frankenberry stated that after reviewing the witnesses’ statements and evidence submitted, the Nuisance Appeal Board by a unanimous decision declared the dog vicious.  He said that a majority of three members voted and recommends that the dog be euthanized.  The two remaining board members recommend that the dog be returned upon the conditions as set forth in the short report previously submitted to the County Commission.


President Teufel stated that he would like to hear from the owner of the pit bull.  Craig Mariette, Jr. approached the bench and stated that his pit bull is brown and white, not black.  He said that his pit bull somehow got out chasing deer.  Mr. Mariette, Jr. stated that he was down stairs sleeping and didn’t hear anyone knocking.  President Teufel asked Mr. Mariette if the pit bull was free to run.  Mr. Mariette responded by saying no.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated to Mr. Mariette that he understood him to say that he didn’t hear anyone knocking but yet the dog was left back in the house.  Mr. Mariette stated that his friends let the dog in.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Mariette if the dog was out all night.  Mr. Mariette stated that the dog was out from 12:00 a.m. until his return.


Rhonda Clinton approached the bench and stated that she has lived in her neighborhood for two years and Mr. Mariette is lying.  She said that he never was concerned about anyone.  Mr. Bentley asked Ms. Clinton if she had any doubt in her mind that it was Mr. Mariette’s dog.  Ms. Clinton stated that she had no doubt what so ever.


Officer Kitts approached the bench and stated that Mr. Mariette refused assistance in loading the dog.  She said that the dog growled in an aggressive manner.  Officer Kitts stated that the dog has lunged at her and tried to bite her hand.  


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Mariette if his yard was fenced.  Mr. Mariette responded by saying no.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it is always painful to put a pet down but based on the Board’s recommendation and the statements received here today he would move to put the black pit bull down.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


President Teufel stated that the owner can appeal the action taken by the Commission through Circuit Court.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Frankenberry, if in the future, when the report mentions five Board members, if he would spell out the names of those who attended and who made the recommendations.  Mr. Frankenberry stated that he would provide that information in the future.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Elizabeth Station, Section F - Discussion/Action  


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office came before the County Commission with an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Elizabeth Station, Section F.


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the Agreement and found everything in order and recommended approval.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

John C. Kunkle and Pat Farrell



William Teach, County Engineer



Report on Flooding Issues – Packhorse Road – Discussion/Action

John Kunkle and Pat Ferrell came before the County Commission regarding flood issues on Packhorse Road.  Mr. Kunkle approached the bench and stated that he was before the Commission about four years ago regarding the flooding issues.  He said that he, along with Mr. Ferrell and other individuals, who were present at today’s meeting, live adjacent to Packhorse Road.  Mr. Kunkle stated that when he left the meeting four years ago he had the assurance that the Planning Commission would be looking into the permits and the commercial enterprise that seems to be the source of the problems. 

Mr. Kunkle stated that the commercial enterprise, located on Packhorse Road has become a grave yard for heavy containers.  He said that within a four year period the business has expanded and developers are being allowed to store their heavy equipment on the facilities property.  Mr. Kunkle stated that another commercial enterprise has made arrangement with another building to store their heavy equipment.  He said that the road is continually breaking down and being built up and that it is higher than it ever has been before.  Mr. Kunkle stated that Mr. Ferrell suffered a flood in his home due to the drainage coming from the road.  He said that the volume of traffic is excessive and a total of five telephone poles have been broken down and the cable has been interrupted.  

Mr. Kunkle stated that the reason he is here today is because the communications with the Planning Commission are unsatisfactory.  He said that a law suit was brought against the owner of the business but the Planning Commission dismissed the suit.  Mr. Kunkle stated that the flood mitigation plan was approved by the Planning Commission on that property but he said that they couldn’t tell him if it affected Packhorse Road.  He said that he needs guidance.

President Teufel stated that the business should be made to correct the problems.  Commissioner Collins stated that he was not aware that the law suit was dismissed.  Mr. Bentley stated that Patrick Henry, Attorney for the Planning Commission, and the business’ legal counsel reached an agreement but he said that he didn’t think that it will assist these folks here today.

William Teach, County Engineer, stated that he pulled the file from the Planning Office and he said that according to the information from the suit, the developer was to submit a stormwater plan for approval and once that happened the suit would be dismissed.  

President Teufel stated that the road was never designed to handle what has been taking place.  He said that all of the changes that were made were totally outside of the scope.  Mr. Teach stated that the law suit was originally submitted for the whole process but then they came up with an agreement.

Mr. Bentley stated that he assumed that this had the Planning Commission’s approval.  Commissioner Collins stated that he didn’t think so.  He said that this issue was going on when he took office.  Commissioner Collins then asked Mr. Bentley to take a look at the issue.  He said that his concern is over the road when it is interfering with health and welfare.  President Teufel stated that all he sees is a run around because the issue has not changed.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would find out if the Planning Commission approved a settlement.

Commissioner Collins stated that storage containers should be taxed.  He asked Mr. Kunkle to wait until a report is received from Mr. Bentley. 

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that if someone has changed the height of the road then the Department of Transportation should correct the problem.  

President Teufel informed Mr. Kunkle that the County Commission will take a look at the issue and invite him back before the Commission with an update.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action 

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Proposed In-House IT Professional – Discussion/Action

Sale of Fixed Asset – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A letter was received from Luvina Frye informing the Commission of her resignation effective August 6, 2007.  President Teufel requested that a letter of appreciation be forwarded, with all three Commissioners’ signatures, to Ms. Frye.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Frye.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Proposed In-House IT Professional – Commissioner Collins stated that the County is not trying to grow government this way.  He said that by hiring an In-House IT Professional the County would be saving money.  Commissioner Collins stated that if the County had this person on board from April 2004 through June 2007 we would have saved $257,707.00 not to mention $30,000.00 annually in purchases.  Ms. Hammond stated that with the built in costs on the billing from Software Systems you do not see the costs of travel and per diem.  She said that you have the costs plus 10% and accommodations costs from $109.00 to $119.00 a room plus 54 cents per mile.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is 300 miles round trip to and from Morgantown plus $500.00 per person per visit which is calculated at 5 hours per day.  She said that this is about $3,000.00 per month that is not broken out.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked how much savings the County would have had last year.  Commissioner Collins stated that in 2004 it would have been $22,584.33, 2005 it would have been $50,470.97, 2006 it would have been $124,992.25 and thus far this year from January 1, 2007 through June 7, 2007 we would have saved $59,659.59.  Mr. Bentley questioned the current contract the County has with Software Systems.  Ms. Hammond stated that our licenses and services would remain with Software Systems.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked what the salary for this position would be.  Commissioner Collins stated $96,000.00.  President Teufel stated that he discussed the position with four of the five elected officials and they all felt that it would be a cost savings and that we should have done this years ago.  He said that service would improve and we would not have to put off our repairs for a week.  He said that it is a win, win situation.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he just wanted a financial sound bite when this issue hits the newspapers.  He said that he feels that the Commission should go ahead and take action.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to authorize the Human Resources Director to advertise the position.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield with the realization that it will save taxpayer money.  The motion was unanimously approved.

3. Proposed Grant Writer – President Teufel stated that he would like to hold off on this position as well as the position of the proposed Traffic Planner and the proposed County Beautification Officer but he would like the costs of bringing these three positions on board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that all three positions are very important but with funding right now it is not reasonable to hire them as planned.  He said that the Traffic Planner is very important because the County has no input on how our roads are treated with development.  He said that the County is not involved in the process and he said that he feels that the County should be involved.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that when the transportation representatives were here he mentioned the County’s intent of getting more involved in the management of our roads.  He said that we could “double hat” one of our Engineers.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that if we go in that direction we would not have to hire someone to fill the position and it would also give us the ability to work with the Department of Highways.  He said that if we “double hat” we can work our way into traffic planning.  Mr. Teach stated that he needs to back fill an engineering position because one will be going on medical leave.  President Teufel stated that it would not cost anything if we went in that direction.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the Commission allow Mr. Teach to back fill the engineering position and give us the opportunity to see what the Department of Highways is going to do.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the Commission hold off on the position but in the interim piggyback with Engineering.  He said that the proposed County Beautification Officer position be revisited when the County can afford the position.

4. Sale of Fixed Asset – Ms. Hammond stated that one fixed asset is timely.  She said that the Spring Street property needs to be sold.  Ms. Hammond stated that the building is currently vacant and there is a payment due on September 30, 2007.  She said that she would recommend the sale of that asset as well as all assets.  President Teufel stated that all the properties should be sold before winter.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there is no doubt that the Spring Street property needs to be sold.  He said that an appraisal was done on July 9, 2007 but the market is currently down and he is not sure that the market effects commercial property.  President Teufel stated that we need to discuss the issue between the three of us.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the Commission obtain guidance on where we are in the commercial market.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda and to contact the bank to see if an interest payment can be made on the Spring Street building in September.

5. Thelma Stone Memorial Achievement Award – Ms. Hammond stated that the Berkeley County Commission received the Thelma Stone Memorial Achievement Award and they would like to present the award to the County Commission in person.  Ms. Hammond stated that this is the fourth time that the Commission has been the winner of this award.

Re:

Items from the Public

Patti Hamilton of the West Virginia Association of Counties came before the Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Ms. Hamilton stated that the legislature is meeting in Berkeley County in September for interims.  She said that it will be a good time to present any problems that need legislative support.  

Ms. Hamilton stated that the County Clerks did have their training and they are looking for someone from the Eastern Panhandle to be on the Board.  She said that various entities can apply.   

Ms. Hamilton thanked the Commission for joining the Risk Pool.  She said that she was hoping to get ten counties to join and now we have 20 counties that have joined.  President Teufel stated that the Commission is very well pleased with the presentations and Commissioner Collins has been recommended to be our representative.  

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Approved:____________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President       


