Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                        July 26, 2007

Present:
Ronald K. Collins, President Pro-Tem



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, In House Legal Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Father Alfred, Deborah Nichols, William Teach, Steve Aberegg, Gary Wine, Matthew Whitler, Jay Russell, Steve Allen

The Morning Prayer was led by Father Alfred followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



Commissioner Collins read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.



The purchase order log for the week of July 2, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 16 to D&D, Inc. in the amount of $333.53 for car washes.  He stated that the Sheriff uses Community Service for a number of things and perhaps they can be used for this.  He then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the July 5, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the County Commission for their approval:

1. Shirley, Isabelle – District 04 – Ticket #28204 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $169.15.  Homestead Exemption.

2. Shirley, Roy –District 04 – Ticket #28212 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $57.07.  Homestead Exemption.

3. Shreve, Faith – District 08 – Ticket #47569 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $206.30.  Homestead Exemption.

4. Sigulinsky, Edward – District 07 – Ticket #41985 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $189.50.  Homestead Exemption.

5. Simms, Mildred – District 04 – Ticket #28276 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $112.77.  Homestead Exemption.

6. Farudi, Parriz – District 08 – Ticket #44602 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $364.96.  Class change.

7. Fisher, Jeffrey – District 02 – Ticket #7962 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,320.09.  Owner occupied.  Class change.

8. Foltz, Max – District #01 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,114.44.  Property does not exist.

9. Sipe, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #42032 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $115.42.  Homestead Exemption.

10. Stuckey, Dorothy – District 08 – Ticket #47954 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $224.88.  Homestead Exemption.

11. Strasser, William, Jr. – District 08 – Ticket #47925 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $209.12.  Homestead Exemption.

12. Sullivan, James – District 08 – Ticket #47953 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $209.12.  Homestead Exemption.

13. Sherman, Clyde – District 04 – Ticket #28166 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $109.12.  Homestead Exemption.

14. Sweeney, William – District 08 – Ticket #47977 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $172.54.  Homestead Exemption.

15. Swiatek, John – District 07 – Ticket #42338 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $240.80.  Homestead Exemption.

16. Tabler, Fred – District 08 – Ticket #47985 – Amount to be Exonerated $28.52.  Homestead Exemption.

17. Tabler, Herbert – District 08 – Ticket #47986 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $105.36.  Homestead Exemption.

18. Taylor, Janice – District 08 – Ticket #48008 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $98.18.  Homestead Exemption.

19. Taylor, Mildred – District 08 – Ticket #48012 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $49.09.  Homestead Exemption.

20. Smallwood, William – District 08 – Ticket #47647 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $11.94.  Homestead Exemption.

21. Ayers and Ayers – District 01 – Ticket #326 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,077.30.  Error, wrong neighbor was placed in system.

22. Ayers and Ayers – District 01 – Ticket #324 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,077.30.  Keyed wrong.

23. Ayers and Ayers – District 01 – Ticket #323 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,077.30.  Keyed wrong.

24. Ayers and Ayers – District 01 – Ticket #325 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,077.30.  Keyed wrong.

25. Harrison, Juanita – District 01 – Ticket #2871 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $317.16.  Parcel was cancelled.

26. Harrison, Juanita – District 01 – Ticket #2867 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $178.44.  Parcel was cancelled.

27. Thodos, William – District 07 – Ticket #42483 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $925.39.  Wrong Class.

28. Weaver, Michael – District 02 – Ticket #16511 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $21.76.  Back taxed.

29. Robinson, David – District 08 – Ticket #47118 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $68.33.  Mobile home on personal property.

30. Trenary, Juanita – District 07 – Ticket #42562 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $118.74.  Homestead Exemption.

31. Wagner, Diane – District 08 – Ticket #48253 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $244.12.  Homestead Exemption.

32. Wagner, Lenoir – District 08 – Ticket #48262 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $142.18.  Homestead Exemption.

33. Walkowiski, Donald – District 08 – Ticket #48276 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $109.45.  Homestead Exemption.

34.  Wallan, Randy – District 08 – Ticket #48281 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $244.12.  Homestead Exemption.

35. Walch, Eileen – District 08 – Ticket #48302 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $61.66.  Wrong Class.

36. Ware, Mary Sue – District 08 – Ticket #48311 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $235.49.  Wrong Class.

37. Warner, Pauline – District 08 – Ticket #48317 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $113.43.  Homestead Exemption.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield reported that the Summit Meeting was held on July 24th at the Woods Resort and he stated that it was well attended.  He said that representatives from Morgan and Jefferson Counties as well as a number of legislative representatives were present and several issues were brought out for future discussions.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Berkeley County Youth Fair is scheduled to begin August 6, 2007.  He said that the County will have a booth at the Fair and a memorandum has been forwarded to all Elected Officials and Department Heads requesting that each office within County Government be represented at the booth at some point during the week long event.

Commissioner Collins stated that a letter was forwarded to the Retirement Board requesting they change the due date for our payments.  He stated that the Retirement Board has denied our request so we will probably continue to be late.  Ms. Hammond stated that hopefully the Order that the Commission approved will help.  Maybe a follow-up letter to the legislature regarding the due date may prompt them to consider electronic transfers.

Commissioner Collins stated that Berkeley County received $40,816.00 through the production of synthetic fuel in the State of West Virginia.  He said that we do not produce any synthetic fuel in this area but it is nice to receive a portion of those funds.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that a letter was received by the Commission stating that we can nominate someone to serve on the Insurance Board.  He asked Commissioner Collins if he would be interested in serving on that Board.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would be happy to serve.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Commissioner Collins as an extensive background in insurance and would make an excellent representative.  He then made a motion to recommend Commissioner Collins to the Insurance Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission has two interviews scheduled today with candidates for the Senior Services Board. 

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he checked with Bob Crawford of the Berkeley County Development Authority regarding an incumbent that will be resigning from that Board.  He stated that Mr. Crawford is out of town this week but will be discussing the matter with him upon his return.  

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting: 

1. August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. August 2, 2007 – A public hearing on the Dog Ordinance revisions will be held at 7:05 p.m. during the Commission’s evening meeting.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 1, 2007 – The Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

2. August 7, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

3. August 8, 2007 – The Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

4. August 8, 2007 – The Finance/Executive Committee of the Berkeley Senior Services Board will meet between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

5. August 9, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

6. August 13, 2007 – Pan Tran will meet.

7. August 13, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

8. August 15, 2007 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet.

9. August 16, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

10. August 16, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

11. August 21, 2007 – Berkeley County Parks and Recreation will meet.

12. August 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

13. August 27, 2007 – The Berkeley County Landmarks Commission will meet.

Re:

Debbie Nichols, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority



Ambulance Authority Exonerations Request – Discussion/Action

Debbie Nichols of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval: 

1. Aikens, George – Account #34036-001 – District 02 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

2. Manning, Kathy M. – Account #20528-004 – District 02 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

3. Orsini, Dana – Account #13486-004 – District 07 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

4. Schueler, Raymond – Account #6609-004 – District 04 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by Ms. Nichols.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, In House Legal Counsel



Proposed Dog Ordinance Revisions – Discussion



Proposed Board of Education Agreement – Discussion/Action

In House Legal Counsel Norwood Bentley presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or approval:

1. Proposed Dog Ordinance Revisions – Mr. Bentley stated that the only changes made to the proposed Dog Ordinance have already been discussed by the Commission.  He said that he included portions of the State Code in Paragraph 3 at the request of Shari Persad.  Ms. Hammond stated that if the Commission is agreeable a public hearing can be scheduled next Thursday evening.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Ordinance serves two functions (1) legal authority and (2) educational.

2. Proposed Board of Education Agreement – Mr. Bentley stated that he met with Sheriff W. Randy Smith on Wednesday and the Sheriff talked of taking money out of his overtime line.  He said that the Sheriff does not object to that as long as the funds are put back.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Sheriff suggested that we use two present deputies until December when he can hire two new deputies and send them to the Academy in January.  He said that it will save the County some money if he is allowed to do it that way.  Commissioner Collins stated that he liked that idea.  He said that President Teufel will be back next week to sign the agreement.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agreement between the Berkeley County Commission and the Berkeley County Board of Education for the use of two deputies for the schools and to authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved. 

Re:

William Teach, County Engineer



Storm Water Management Ordinance – Revisions – Discussion/Action

County Engineer William Teach came before the Commission regarding revisions to the Storm Water Management Ordinance.  He stated that he highlighted the changes to the document.  Mr. Teach stated that most of the changes are due to the Subdivision Regulations change.  He said that another change was a 25-year storm provision at the request of the West Virginia Department of Highways.  Mr. Teach stated that anything else highlighted were just clarifications.

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned that on page 10, the word “sufficient”, and asked if that word be changed.  Mr. Teach stated that he would have to check.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 11, regarding slope, the document states 1%.  He asked Mr. Teach what the percentage was before.  Mr. Teach stated that it was ½ %.  

Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Teach what the advertising time was on the revisions.  Mr. Teach stated that there was none.  

Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to proceed to a public hearing for the revisions to the Storm Water Management Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.  Following a brief discussion, the Commission agreed to schedule the public hearing on August 2, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator



Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion



Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Brian Ballenger as a part time Court Security Officer.  If approved, Mr. Ballenger will begin work on July 23, 2007.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the hiring of Brian Ballenger as a part time Court Security Officer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

2. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith informing the Commission of the resignation of Kenneth Shepherd effective July 24, 2007.  Mr. Shepherd held the position of part time Court Security Officer.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Shepherd effective July 24, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

3. Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that we are trying to be as inclusive as possible with supplemental services.  She said that the first reference regarding the Crawford Building Construction proposals is the Circuit Clerk’s vault revision to the design, added parking, the Sallyport, and the chiller building expansion.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if they were making the Sallyport large enough to accept a larger vehicle then what they have at this time.  Commissioner Collins stated that he didn’t think they would be going to a larger vehicle than what they have now.  The lump sum of these services is $65,265.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the changes in scope for the Crawford Building construction.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Maintenance Facilities – Liberty Run Subdivision – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office presented an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Maintenance Facilities for Liberty Run Subdivision to the Commission for their discussion and/or approval. 


Mr. Bentley stated that he looked over the Agreement and found everything in order.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the Agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Gary Wine, Software Systems

Report on Indexing Project – County Clerk and Circuit Clerk’s Office – Discussion/Action


Gary Wine of Software Systems came before the County Commission to provide them with a report on the Indexing projects in the County Clerk’s Office and in the Circuit Clerk’s Office.  Mr. Wine stated that he met with Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine and he reported that the Circuit Clerk’s Office is still at the same pace as they were before.  He said that the only report that he received from Ms. Sine was a scanner being down.


Mr. Wine stated that, in the County Clerk’s Office, they are currently not moving ahead.  County Clerk John Small, Jr. has asked the staff to review the documents from the past.  Mr. Wine stated that they are at a stand still the third month in a row.  He said that the original intent was to proof as they went along.  Commissioner Collins stated that that was the reason for the additional person.  Mr. Wine stated that Mr. Small has had one employee off since March.  


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Wine if this would impact the pilot program with Bowles Rice.  Mr. Wine responded by saying yes.  He stated that Bowles Rice would like a 60-year window for title searching.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission has not heard from Mr. Small or the need for additional help.  Ms. Hammond stated that the real impact will be the release of the Virtual Courthouse.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that either a Commissioner or the County Administrator talk with Mr. Small to see how we can assist.  Ms. Hammond stated that we have a meeting scheduled in August with President Teufel, Mr. Wine and Mr. Small for the release of the Virtual Courthouse but we will have to focus on this problem first.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Cancelled Check Request – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Petition to Include Subdivision Streets – ATV Ordinance – Attachment A – Timberwood Village – Discussion/Action

State Budget Revision #1 – General County Fund – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Cancelled Check Request – A Cancelled Check Request was received from the Finance Office requesting approval to cancel check #0003224 in the amount of $2,660.00 to CTC of Shepherd.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Request.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

2. Petition to Include Subdivision Streets-ATV Ordinance-Attachment A-Timberwood Village – A petition was received from the Homeowners’ Association and residents of Timberwood Village requesting to be included on Attachment A of the ATV Ordinance.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to grant the petition from Timberwood Village and include that subdivision on Attachment A of the ATV Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

3. State Budget Revision #1-Gerneral County Fund – Ms. Hammond stated that this is the first State Budget Revision for fiscal year 2007-08.  She said that the revenues reflect the encumbrance total, State grants, the sale of materials and contributions (one check to Extension Service from the Board of Education and two checks for the GIS Project).  Under the expenditures, Ms. Hammond stated that they reflected a number of various encumbrances from the different departments.  She said that it also reflects the new Account 433 (Geographic Info. System) that will house the GIS Project reimbursements.  Ms. Hammond stated that the expenditures also reflect the $3,000.00 that was for the Police Special Duty Account which was proceeds from the Surplus Sale.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission will need to debate how to utilize the left over funds in the amount of $177,309.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to have something that will graphically display just where we are at this time.  He then made a motion to approve State Budget Revision #1.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Re:

Interviews for Board and Commission Vacancies



Matthew R. Whitler – Candidate – Berkeley Senior Services

Matthew Whitler was invited to come before the County Commission for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  Mr. Whitler stated that he is an attorney with Martin and Seibert and he does a lot of Social Security work.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Whitler if he had spoken with any of the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  Mr. Whitler stated that he had spoken with some of the members and found the facility very nice.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he recognized the experience that Mr. Whitler has in North and South Carolina.  He then asked Mr. Whitler what he could bring to the Berkeley Senior Services Board.  Mr. Whitler stated that he could bring legal expertise and that he has worked on ethical issues that would help the Board.  He said that he feels that this is a very important position to hold.  Mr. Whitler stated that both of his grandparents are still alive and are receiving similar services.  

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Whitler if his schedule would allow him to attend the meetings.  Mr. Whitler stated that he has a very flexible schedule and he could attend the meetings on a regular basis.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Whitler if he lives in Berkeley County.  Mr. Whitler responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Berkeley Senior Services Board does not have a legal representative on their Board so he said he thought that Mr. Whitler would serve very well.  He said that he was glad that Mr. Whitler took the steps to introduce himself to the Board.

Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission would be making a decision later today and thanked Mr. Whitler for coming in.

Re:

Bid Opening – In Car Video Camera Bid Proposal – Discussion/Action

A bid opening for In Car Video Cameras was scheduled at 11:00 a.m. today.  A total of eight bids were received from the following companies:




1. Digital Ally - $3,895.00 plus extra options.




2. Apollo Video - $3,990 plus extra options.




3. Insight Public Sector - $5,150.00.




4. CDW Government, Inc. - $5,668.00.




5. Virginia Two-Way - $7,200.00.




6. VTI - $4,590.00




7. Data Image Group - $4,725.00.




8. L-3 Communications - $4,995.00.

Commissioner Collins stated that the bids were numbered in the order they were opened and Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing will review the bids for the Sheriff.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the bids and refer them to the Sheriff for final review and recommendation.

Re:

Drought Report

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Governor has declared several sections of the State as disaster areas due to the lack of rainfall.  He said that he didn’t think our area was declared and he would like to petition the Governor to declare Berkeley County as one of the disaster areas.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that perhaps someone from the Farm Bureau could come in and provide the Commission with a report on the drought conditions in the area.

Re:

Beautification Award

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he and Ms. Hammond were presented an award from the Garden Club for the Rain Garden located at the Judicial Center.  He said that the award was for exceptional improvement to the area and a photo shoot followed the presentation.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Requisition – Training Card Scan System and Extra DVR – Judicial Center – Discussion/Action


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission with a requisition for training on the Card Scan System and for an extra DVR.  Mr. Russell stated that if the County Commission chooses to go with Galaxy for the Card Scan System, Gary Wine of Software Systems would like to be in on the training.  He stated that, after meeting with Judge Sanders, if the Commission would go through RCS the County would save $429.00.  Mr. Russell stated that if he could get a list from each department regarding their people and where they need to access then RCS will do the cards for us at no charge.  He said that he would recommend that the Commission approve RCS.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to use RCS Security to do the training for $500.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.


The next issue that Mr. Russell brought before the Commission was regarding an extra DVR.  Mr. Russell stated that cost for an extra DVR is $3,875.00 through RCS Security.  He said that the DVRs currently in use at the Judicial Center are still under warranty but we still have cameras down.  Mr. Russell stated that he would really like to have a spare DVR when those cameras go down.  


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase of a spare DVR through RCS Security for $3,875.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to thank Mr. Russell for looking and saving the County money.  He said that this purchase alone is saving the County $2,000.00 by purchasing the DVR through RCS Security.

Re:

Steve Allen, Homeland Security and Emergency Management



EMPG 2007 Award Document Signature – Discussion/Action

Steve Allen, Director of Homeland Security and OES, came before the County Commission regarding an EMPG 2007 Award.  Mr. Allen stated that they received approval for an Emergency Services Performance Grant in the amount of $50,000.00.  He stated that he had originally requested $67,000.00 and was able to get the $50,000.00.  Mr. Allen stated that the monies will pay one half of his salary and one half of the Assistant’s salary along with telephone bills, cellular phone bills and mileage.

President Teufel will sign the document upon his return to Berkeley County next week.

Mr. Allen stated that thus far there has been no conservation placed on water in the area.  He said that OES has pumps that can be loaned out to farmers to enable them to water their livestock.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Allen who issues the conservation order.  Mr. Allen stated that it is declared through the State.  He said that it cannot be done on the local level without the declaration from the State.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that if the State declares a ban then it is fine but can it be done through local action.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would look into the matter and report back to the Commission.

Mr. Allen stated that on August 15, 2007 we will be hosting a tabletop exercise.  He said that this will be done on a regional perspective.  Additional information on the exercise will be provided to the Commission as the plan is developed.

Re:

Items from the Public

Tom Johnson came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Mr. Johnson stated that he lives on Hillcrest Drive in Martinsburg and he wanted to talk with the Commissioners about the restriction on voters in the Hedgesville and Martinsburg area regarding zoning.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that this is a State issue not a County issue.  

Mr. Johnson stated that he would ask the Commission to research this matter.  He said that if you pay taxes then you should have the freedom to vote.  Mr. Johnson stated that he feels he is being denied one of his freedoms.  He said that those who rent out in the County will not be impacted.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would encourage Mr. Johnson to go to the legislators and the senators.  Mr. Johnson stated that he has already approached them and they directed him to go to the City Council.  He said that the City Council sent him to the County Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield again informed Mr. Johnson that the County does not have the authority to make any changes in this matter.

Re:

Items from the Public

Mike Folk came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Mr. Folk stated that he is coming before the County Commission regarding tax exemptions on jet aircraft.  He said that the Bill will eliminate taxes on corporate owned aircraft and it will create a disadvantage.  

Mr. Folk stated that out of state aircraft should be made to pay at least a salvage tax which would be miniscule.  He said that any tax change that is made should be fair across the board.  

Mr. Folk stated that the Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport Authority approved the use of an airport runway to park Home Depot tractor trailers.  He said that he is offended by this and said that an aviation person should be appointed to the Authority.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and approved.

Approved:________________________________________



Ronald K. Collins, President Pro-temp 

