Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                  
July 12, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner




William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Gil Lockwood, Preston Gooden, Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Gary Collis, Tracy Ball, Kevin O’Conner, Matthew Mullenax, Tim Feltner, Jay Russell, Patrick Kirby, Mary Kackley, W. Randy Smith, Barb Burkhart, Brian Taylor, Steve Aberegg

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Gil Lockwood of the Mount Wesley and Greensburg United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Preston Gooden.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of July 9, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 4 to Manpower, Inc. for the services of a receptionist in the amount of $469.35.  This individual was working in the Commission office but has transferred to the Engineering office.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission will need some verification.



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 6 to the WV Association of Counties in the amount of $6,500.00 for annual dues.  He asked Ms. Hammond if the amount would be divided among the various departments.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was all charged to the Commission but it does need to be divided.  



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 10 to Kings Lawn Care Service in the amount of $5,427.20 for mowing, trimming and picking up trash at the Pikeside Waterway.  He said that the Commission should take a look at this because of the expense.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that perhaps someone could check with the Sheriff’s Office regarding the use of Community Service.  Commissioner Collins stated that the County does not have the equipment to mow the Waterway not to mention the liability involved in using Community Service.



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 12 to Roy Benner in the amount of $1,500.00 for brush hogging and weed eating at Sportsman’s Paradise.  He suggested that the Commission have Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell take a look at the work completed there.  Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office stated that Mr. Russell was contacted and he will be checking on the work.  



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 12 to Complete System Support in the amount of $3,375.00.  He said that the explanation stated that it had to do with elections.  President Teufel asked, with all of the new equipment that we have purchased, what maintenance is on what equipment.  Marsha Kelley, Director of Purchasing and Finance, stated that she believed the charges were the maintenance on the modem system but she would research the issue.  



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 12 to the Holiday Inn/Martinsburg in the amount of $216.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was for the lodging of a witness.



President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 14 to Bowles Rice in the amount of $16,048.72.  One of the charges that made up the total was in the amount of $8,111.92 that reflected the cost of the purchase of the Kimco property.  That amount should be paid out of the County Commission and not General County.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 14 to CBPP Enterprises in the amount of $682.85 for the installation of street signs.  He asked why this is done by 911 and not the Department of Highways.  Ms. Hammond stated that these signs are the result of the 911 conversion and are not state road signs.  These signs can only be installed by 911.  She said that if there is an accident and a sign is destroyed that the person charged with the accident would replace the sign but if the accident is not reported that we have to maintain them.



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase order log.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield amended his motion to accept the Coal Severance payments.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



President Teufel stated that the Commission would now be reviewing the previous week’s purchase order log for July 3, 2007.  He stated that on page 6 there were three encumbrances to set funds aside and he didn’t feel that it was necessary.  These encumbrances were for Paul Shroyer, James Romano and Sherry Drake.  Ms. Kelley stated that they did not receive authorization to pay these and the Commission will need to keep in mind that they would be raising the cash balance.  President Teufel stated that as long as the encumbrances are clarified then he would be alright with that.  Mr. Bentley stated that you technically need an invoice to give the order to pay so there is absolutely no question.  He said that the Code states that you need to have an order to pay.



President Teufel stated that on page 7 there was a purchase order for election equipment in the amount of $48,000.00.  Ms. Kelley stated that the County pays monthly for the lease of the equipment at $4,000.00 per month.  The $48,000.00 reflected one year of payments that are drawn down.



President Teufel stated that on page 7 there was a purchase order to Laber’s Office Equipment for furniture.  He stated that the County has surplus furniture.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was approved earlier for Probation.  President Teufel stated that he has concerns over purchasing for State offices.  Ms. Hammond stated that this is only an encumbrance.  Ms. Kelley stated that the furniture has not been ordered.  President Teufel stated that it is now on the State level.  He requested the purchase order be stricken from the purchase order log.



President Teufel stated that on page 24 there was a purchase order for Baker Heights Volunteer Fire Department.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was a pass through grant.  



President Teufel stated that on page 27 there was a purchase order for CSX.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is the annual fee that the County has to pay CSX for the crossing leading back to the 911 Center and the Sheriff’s Office.



President Teufel stated that on page 35 and page 36 it shows where the Red Cross has been invoicing the County for utilities.  He said that the initial agreement stated that they are to pay for the utilities.  President Teufel requested that the staff let the Red Cross know and send them a copy of the initial letter of agreement.  



Ms. Hammond stated that she marked the purchase orders that are priority.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the purchase order log for the week of July 3, 2007 as marked.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the June 14, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the County Commissioners for their approval:

1. Robinson, Chaquia – District 07 – Ticket #7000014235 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $20.50.  Duplicate bill.

2. Morris, Christie – District 01 – Ticket #01000018515 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $11.45.  Duplicate bill.

3. Wasson, Jennifer – District 08 – Ticket #8000014155 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $135.40.  Wrong year of vehicle keyed in.

4. White, Jason Wayne – District 03 – Ticket #03000006275 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $20.50.  Keyed wrong.

5. StClair, Patrick – District 02 – Ticket #02000001054815 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $106.46.  Duplicate bill.

6. Hough, Brenda Carol – District 01 – Ticket #201870 – Amount to be Exonerated $73.52.  Keyed wrong.

7. Butterfield, Harry C. – District 01 – Ticket #10000001211227 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $60.18.  Duplicate bill.

8. Ruble, Lawrence – District 07 – Ticket #41657 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $62.36.  Homestead Exemption.

9. Rogers, Donald W. – District 07 – Ticket #416011 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $100.16.  Homestead Exemption.

10. Ripley, Stephen – District 07 – Ticket #41557 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $104.81.  Homestead Exemption

11. Ridenour, Thomas D. – District 07 – Ticket #41519 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.18.  Homestead Exemption.

12. Ruppenthal, Earl – District 07 – Ticket #41671 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $113.41.  Homestead Exemption.

13. Sargent, David W. – District 07 – Ticket #41763 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $229.52.  Homestead Exemption.

14. Sencindiver, Rosalin – District 07 – Ticket #41829 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $163.63.  Homestead Exemption.

15. Sherman, Mabel D. – District 07 – Ticket #41913 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $109.12.  Homestead Exemption.

16. Sipe, Charles – District 07 – Ticket #42032 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $115.42.  Homestead Exemption.

17. Sigulinsky, Edward L. – District 07 – Ticket #41985 – Tax Year 2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $189.50.  Homestead Exemption. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of Region 9 on Wednesday and a couple spoke on the Chesapeake Bay.  He reported that it was a good meeting and the big ticket item is in the future developing of a slush fund for this State issue, but at this point there is no funding.  He said that by 2010 this will be a big problem for a lot of counties.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County Commission is trying to anticipate what they want. 

Commissioner Stubblefield spoke with Morgan County Commissioner Glenn Stotler and he is looking forward to the Summit scheduled on July 24, 2007 at the Woods.  He said the he indicated to Commissioner Stotler that any input will be great.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of Region 7.  He reported that there is a letter on the Governor’s desk now to rectify the problems in Region 7 and they are making progress.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would be out of town when the first Zoning meeting is held.  He said that Commissioner Collins will attend the meeting that is being held to educate the public.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that this meeting will give the people the opportunity to ask questions.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of Pan Tran on Monday and reported that the two new members attended the meeting.  

Commissioner Collins stated that the County’s Surplus Sale was held on Saturday and it was very successful.  He said that they used the old CVS building and it worked out real well.  Commissioner Collins stated that Ms. Hammond has the breakdown on the numbers.

President Teufel stated that the Commission received a letter regarding Court Facilities Grant.  We had asked for an extension and it was granted to us.

President Teufel stated that a complaint was received from a person who can not operate a computer.  He wanted to obtain a copy of the Zoning Ordinance.  Commissioner Collins stated that there are hard copies at the Library.  President Teufel requested that the Planning Office respond to this individual.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would have the staff take care of the matter.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Planning Office can also provide a DVD.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that he spoke with Dick Weller and he had forwarded a letter of resignation from the Animal Nuisance Appeal Board due to health reasons.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Weller.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Carolyn Bishop, former member of the Nuisance Appeal Board, recommended a lady that is well qualified and would be submitting an application.  President Teufel stated that when the Commission receives the application we will ask her to come in for a brief interview.

President Teufel stated that the Commission received a response from Gary Harmison who was serving on the Central Dispatch Advisory Committee.  Mr. Harmison has asked not to be reappointed.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Harmison.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting: 

1. July 19th and 26th, 2007 – The County Commission will be holding their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. July 24, 2007 – A Legislative Summit will be held at the Woods Resort.  This will be an all day event with all three counties in attendance.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 12, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

2. July 16, 2007 – The LEPC will meet.

3. July 17, 2007 – Martinsburg/Berkeley County Parks and Recreation will meet.

4. July 18, 2007 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste will meet.

5. July 19, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

6. July 23, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

7. July 24, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet.

8. July 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection will meet. 

Re:

Marsha Kelley, Director, Finance and Purchasing

Requested Order – Consolidated Public Retirement Board Fee Payments – Discussion/Action

2007 Financial Statement – Reporting of Component Units – Discussion/Action


Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, came before the County Commission with the following issues:

1. Requested Order-Consolidated Public Retirement Board Fee Payment – Ms. Kelley stated that she received a correspondence from the Consolidated Public Retirement Board regarding the assessment of late fees beginning June, 2007.  Ms. Kelley stated that she asked the Retirement Board if it would be possible to move the due date from the 15th to the 25th of each month.  She said that Torrie Smith of the Retirement Board is unwilling to change the date.  Ms. Kelley stated that the Commission had discussed submitting our payments direct but we need an Order to do so.  She said that she would like to begin submitting payments direct to the Retirement Board as soon as possible, otherwise the County will be fined.  President Teufel stated that the issue should be placed on the list of issues for the Summit.  Commissioner Collins stated that to protect ourselves we need to approve the Order.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Order as presented today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved

2. Component Units - Ms. Kelley provided a copy of an e-mail from Paul Shroyer to each of the Commissioners.  Ms. Kelley stated that, according to the auditor, each component of the County i.e. Landmarks Commission, Building Commission, etc. must submit an audit.  She said that the County Commission is responsible for each component submitting their individual audits.  If these audits are not providing it would cause the Commission to receive an adverse opinion from the State Auditor.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to obtain and include the audits from each of the Commission’s components and for Ms. Kelley to contact each component to let them know the time frame for this information.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Kevin O’Conner



Tracy Ball, Berkeley County Engineering



Citizen’s Complaint – Northwind Subdivision – Discussion/Action

Kevin O’Conner came before the Commission with a citizen’s complaint regarding Northwind Subdivision.  Mr. O’Conner stated that he purchased his home in 2003 and Panhandle Homes did the easement and ran pipe through his yard.  He said that they are building town homes in the development now and they left a large swale in his back yard.  Mr. O’Conner stated that Panhandle Homes informed him that they would be working on the pipe and water would not flood Mr. O’Conner’s yard.  Mr. O’Conner stated that another contractor wants to install another easement.

Tracy Ball of the Berkeley County Engineering Office approached the bench and stated that she had visited the site two separate times and spoke with the County Engineer.  She said that the swale was incorrectly placed on the property.  Ms. Ball stated that the bond was released to the contractor on September 5, 2006.  She said that the swale goes about 500 yards and there are some ditches along the road which makes a difference going to the pond.  Ms. Ball stated that Mr. O’Conner’s concern is of the new contractor ripping up the easement.  She stated that even if a drain is put directly in the swale it would not help the situation.

Mr. Bentley stated that if everyone is agreeable perhaps we could get Panhandle Homes and the new contractors to come in and sit down to discuss the issue. 

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Bid Award Recommendation – Transfer Development Rights Ordinance Proposal – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Commission came before the County Commission with a bid award recommendation for the Transfer Development Rights Ordinance.  Mr. Mullenax stated that two proposals were received; one submitted by Solimer Research Group and one was submitted by Gannett Fleming, Inc.  He stated that based on all the information it was his recommendation that the Commission accept Gannett Fleming’s proposal.  Mr. Mullenax stated that if it where not for the involvement of Mr. DeHart with Gannett Fleming it would have been somewhat difficult to make a recommendation either way.  He said that while Gannett Fleming put together a better proposal, Solimar has more TDR experience.  Mr. Mullenax stated that, fortunately, Mr. DeHart’s partnership with Gannett Fleming makes their proposal an easy choice.  He said that the catalyst for Mr. DeHart’s involvement with Gannett Fleming in their proposal is the work of Carolyn Thomas, a member of the Berkeley County Zoning Advisory Committee. 


President Teufel asked if funding was available for this Ordinance.  Ms. Hammond stated that she understands that they will begin negotiations with Gannett Fleming to obtain a price.  She said that the Commission can not approve the recommendation without a price.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the Planning Commission does have encumbered funds for the Ordinance.


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to begin negotiations with Gannett Fleming for a price.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we discussed the opportunity for the public to obtain information on the Ordinance and give the public the ability to make comments that would go back to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Mullenax stated that that was correct.  

Re:

Patrick Kirby, Director

Northern West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Center 

Presentation – NBAC Services and Grant Opportunities – Discussion/Action    


Patrick Kirby, Director of the Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance Center (NBAC), came before the County Commission to provide a presentation on the NBAC services and grant opportunities.  Mr. Kirby approached the bench and stated that he would be presenting the Commissioners with their fourth quarter report.  He said that in 2005 NBAC was created by the West Virginia Legislature to assist communities with redeveloping properties that are being under utilized due to concerns about hazards, pollutants and the related liability.  Mr. Kirby distributed a copy of the quarterly report and a brochure providing information on the Center and the benefits of Brownfield redevelopment.


President Teufel asked Mr. Kirby if there were any sites in Berkeley County.  Mr. Kirby stated that there are two or three sites in Berkeley County.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the Commission set up a time with Mr. Kirby and Bob Crawford of the Berkeley County Development Authority to tour the sites in the area.  President Teufel stated that he would like to assess Berkeley County as a whole.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Kirby if the County would incur any financial obligations.  Mr. Kirby responded by saying no.  He said that they would be training people to work in Berkeley County on Brownfields.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Requisition Requests – Fire Suppression System – Berkeley Senior Services, Access Card Scanning Training, Animal Control Sensor System – Discussion/Action


Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor, presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or approval:

1. RCS Training – Mr. Russell stated that the Commission tabled the issue of an extra DVR last week.  He said that he feels that the proper training needs to be done to reduce the concern should there be a problem with the equipment.  Mr. Russell stated that he received a proposal from Intertech for an 8 hours basic Galaxy training session.  He said that they will train on site for $50.00 plus mileage.  Mr. Russell stated that he estimates the total amount for the training would be $500.00.  President Teufel stated that he didn’t have any problems with the training if it will save the County money especially if it is a local company.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to set up the training through RCS.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Fire Suppression System-Berkeley Senior Center – Mr. Russell stated that this requisition is dated back to June 21, 2004.  He said that the cost has gone up by almost one-third.  Mr. Russell stated that the system currently at the Senior Center is dated and it would be very costly to clean up if activated.  Also, he said that the old system will not automatically shut down electrical power, which is very dangerous.  Mr. Russell stated that he would recommend the approval of the purchase of a new system through Mid-Atlantic Fire Security at a cost of $2,503.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the request of Mr. Russell to purchase a new fire suppression system for the Berkeley Senior Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

3. Animal Control Sensor System – Mr. Russell stated that keeping the Animal Control building clean is a very critical aspect of health and disease control.  He said that with the present fire system and the cleaning with pressure washers and chemicals, the sensors have activated for a false alarm.  Mr. Russell stated that this has happened many times.  He said that with a new heat sensor this would eliminate this problem.  The cost of the sensor is $1,175.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the purchase of the sensor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

4. Facilities Truck – Mr. Russell stated that he received a call about a half hour ago regarding the Facilities truck.  He said that he would like to purchase the truck at a price of $22,500 and go with a cheaper plow for a total cost of $23,762.00.  President Teufel requested that the issue be tabled until later today.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Donna McMahon, Berkeley County Animal Control



Brian Taylor, Nuisance Appeal Board



Nuisance Appeal Board Hearing Recommendations – Discussion/Action

A total of two Nuisance Appeal Board hearings were presented to the Commission today.


The first appeal was that of Raedeanne Keller regarding her un-spayed female pit terrier named Pretty Girl.  Berkeley County Animal Control was contacted about a dog killing a cat on June 11, 2007 in the vicinity of Lawn Street.  The dog was seized by Officer Lyons and Officer Kitts and impounded at the Animal Control Facility.


At the conclusion of the review, in which testimony was offered by complainant Heather Wright, Robert Sullivan, Officer Lyons and appellant Raedeanne Keller, who was unable to attend the appeal review in person, but was contacted by phone during the review it is the Board’s unanimous option that the pit terrier Pretty Girl is deemed vicious and should be euthanized.  The Board also recommends that Ms. Keller reimburse the County for all expenses incurred while the dog was impounded and be fined, according to the Berkeley County Vicious Dog Ordinance, $100.00.


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Nuisance Appeal Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


The next appeal was that of Karen Harrison regarding her un-spayed female pit terrier Butters.  Berkeley County Animal Control was contacted about a dog bite on June 15, 2007 in the vicinity of East Race Street.  The dog was seized by Officer Webber and impounded at the Berkeley County Animal Control Facility.  


At the conclusion of the review, in which testimony was offered by appellant Karen Harrison, complainant Barbara Russell, Officer Webber and two neighbors of Ms. Harrison, it is the Board’s unanimous opinion and recommendation that Butters is non-vicious.  The Board also recommends that Ms. Harrison reimburse the County for all expenses incurred while the dog was impounded, install a suitable kennel in her yard to house the dog while outside, be current on her dog tax and have Butters spayed, tagged/tattooed for identification, and all veterinary records up-dated.  Also the Board recommends that Ms. Harrison make arrangements with Ms. Russell for restitution of documented medical expenses and requests that the Commission stress the need for Ms. Harrison to keep her dog confined for safety of the public and her pet.


Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the recommendations and requests of the Nuisance Appeal Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Lot 3, Tabler Station Business Park, Potomac Station, Phase I, Town house Lots – 1-107, 139-150 and 195-202, Lot – Tax Map #MC-61-117, Liberty Run – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office came before the County Commission to present four Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Stormwater Management.  Mr. Bentley requested that the Agreement for Liberty Run not be approved due to the owner’s signature not matching the name of the owner on the first page of the document.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve all of the Agreements with the exception of the Agreement for Liberty Run.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

State Budget Revision #1 – Coal Severance Funds – Discussion/Action


Berkeley County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendations – Two memorandums were included to today’s packet from County Engineer William Teach requesting approval to hire Deborah Carasquillo as a Building Inspector and Teresa Woodruff as a Permit Technician.  Ms. Hammond stated that she scheduled Mr. Teach on next week’s agenda.  She asked that these hiring decisions be held over until next Thursday.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Brian Ballenger as a part time Court Security Officer effective July 23, 2007.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Ballenger.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Deputies – Berkeley County Board of Education – Mr. Bentley stated that he received a call from Rick Duell of the Berkeley County Board of Education stating that the contract between the Berkeley County Commission and the Berkeley County Board of Education for two deputies to be placed at two area schools was approved.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

4. State Budget Revision #1-Coal Severance Fund – Ms. Hammond presented the Commission with State Budget Revision #1 regarding the Coal Severance Fund in the amount of $32,457.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Budget Revision has to be to the State by July 15, 2007.

5. Surplus Sale – Ms. Hammond stated that total revenue, less expenses, came to $8,111.13.  She said that Parks and Recreation requested to be included in the Surplus Sale and $3,700 of the proceeds will go to them for the sale of their vehicle.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission also suggested funding the Police Reserve $3,000.00 for light bars.  She said that $1,165.00 is also needed for the Facilities vehicle.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to give $3,000.00 to the Police Reserve with the remainder of the money to go to the Facilities vehicle.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Items from the Public

Sheriff W. Randy Smith and Chief Tax Deputy Barb Burkhart came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public” regarding computer replacement.  Ms. Burkhart stated that in April they had two to three computers down and Gary Wine of Software Systems instructed her to monitor the remaining computers.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission had Mr. Wine replace them.  Ms. Burkhart stated that Mr. Wine brought in five a few weeks ago and then, at another time, he brought in more.  She stated that the first five were paid for by the County Commission.  Ms. Hammond stated that that was incurred incorrectly.  She said that the cost of the computers comes out of the Tax Office’s Supplies and Materials line in their budget.

President Teufel stated that, for the record, he wants to make sure that the Commission addresses this issue in September or October.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session for personnel issues at 3:44 p.m.

During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no action was taken.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the Commission advertised for an In-House Legal Director.  He said that three very qualified applicants made the final cut and if the County had three positions under this title then we would have hired all three applicants.

President Teufel stated that we need to hire someone for the best interest of the County and to assist us in what this Commission needs to accomplish.  He said that the applicant that the Commission has chosen has 20 years of knowledge and all of the Elected Officials and the other offices will be well represented.  He said that he wanted to thank everyone that applied for the position.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recommend the hiring of Norwood Bentley as the County In-House Legal Director.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would second that motion with pride.  The motion was approved unanimously.  

Mr. Davis stated that this is a post offer contingent upon a background check, physical examination and drug screen.

The next issue was regarding a request from the County Engineer, William Teach, asking approval from the Commission to hire Teresa Woodruff as a Permits Technician.  

President Teufel stated that Mr. Teach will need to decide which of the two vacancies he wishes to fill; the Permits Technician or the Building Inspector.  Ms. Hammond stated that the concern regarding the Building Inspector is the rapid reduction in the building trade plus the legal suit currently taking place regarding a previous employee that was in the Building Inspector position.  She said that the scanning and back-scanning needs to continue.  Commissioner Collins stated that Mr. Teach informed him that if he could only fill one of the positions he would like to fill the Permit Technician position.  He then made a motion to approve the hiring of Teresa Woodruff as a Permit Technician.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.   

Approved:_______________________________________________


Steven C. Teufel, President

