Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                          May 31, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary for the County Administrator

Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Alan Davis, Jeff Gibson, Crystal Feiser, Twilla Carr, Matthew Mullenax, Megan Clark, Stefani Allemong, Matthew Hjermstad, Christine Johnson, Ken Jendura, W. Randy Smith, Bill Timmermeyer, Lisa McClune, Sherry Wilkens, William Teach, Curtis Keller, Megan Grose, Eric Iser 

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Minutes and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of May 24, 2007 was presented to the Commission for their approval.  President Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 6 to Hess Fence and Supply Co. in the amount of $495.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that the expense was for the pauper cemetery.  She stated that the cemetery was deeded to the County in 1910 and we didn’t know anything about it until about 3 years ago.  Ms. Hammond stated that the cemetery is located close to Boydville on Queen Street.  She said that will also be mowed when needed.



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



President Teufel questioned the status of the dogs that were seized and are currently housed in temporary homes.  Ms. Hammond stated that she requested a report on the status of the dogs.  She said that the expenses are being taken out of the Dog and Kennel Fund.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked when the issue would be resolved.  Mr. Bentley stated that he understood that it had been resolved and the remaining dogs can be adopted or destroyed.  President Teufel stated that if that is the case then the bills should stop now.  Mr. Bentley stated that Animal Control needs to adopt the dogs out or have them destroyed.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the May 3, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for corrections or changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield abstained from any action since he was not present at that meeting.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the County Commission to present a myriad of exonerations for their approval.  He stated that Software Systems put in place the new State system and now the system will not allow you to make corrections.  Mr. Gooden stated that the only way the errors can be corrected is through exonerations.  



Mr. Gooden presented the following exonerations for personal property taxes and real estate taxes to the Commission for approval:

1. Rashid, Ibrahim – District 06 – Ticket #6000011035 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $146.18.  Office error.

2. Vanorsdale, John D. – District 04 – Ticket #040000114305 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $99.60.  These taxes were pay under another ticket number.

3. Clark, Margaret Ann – District 01 – Ticket #0100000991 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $59.48.  Second supplemental done by mistake.

4. Smith, Steven E. – District 06 – Ticket #06000112765 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $646.94.  Office error.

5. Kees, Jason – District 01 – Ticket #10000002061345 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $60.44.  Active military.

6. Hoffman, Vernon – District 08 – Ticket #0800001119-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $54.12.  Wrong vehicle valued.

7. Adams, Tyree – District 08 – Ticket #0800001074-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $59.18.  Office error.

8. Rivera, Fernando – District 04 – Ticket #0400001454-8 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $226.70.  Wrong year on vehicle.

9. Blake, Tommy – District 04 – Ticket #04000007025 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $117.94.  Keyed wrong.

10. Bishop, No first name given – District 01 – Ticket #10000002071608 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $137.80.  Keyed wrong.

11. Rivera, Fernando – District 04 – Ticket #0400001525 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $226.70.  Should be no penalty – new residence.

12. Bingamon, Kathy – District 06 – Ticket #600000605 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $69.38.  Name spelled incorrectly.

13. Blackburn, Jennifer – District 03 – Ticket #0300000454-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $12.30.  Duplicate assessment.

14. Batchelon, Gregory – District 07 – Ticket #040000541-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $181.56.  Name spelled incorrectly.

15. Bartz, Harold Edward – District 06 – Ticket #06000001682-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $49.38.  Incorrect year on vehicle.

16. Banks, Georgina – District 06 – Ticket #06000001682-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated (no amount given).  Name spelled incorrectly.

17. Braxton, Martha – District 06 – Ticket #600000699-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $43.16.  Keyed wrong.

18. Brown, Alexandra – District 06 – Ticket #600000047-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $8.04.  Duplicate ticket.

19. Brown, Christopher – District 04 – Ticket #0400002035 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $18.80.  Penalty changed.

20. Brown, George E. – District 01 – Ticket #0600000902-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $629.78.  Wrong district.

21. Bostic, Barbara B. – District 08 – Ticket #8000000625 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $587.70.  Taxpayer needed to add additional items to assessment.

22. Boswell, Richard – District 08 – Ticket #0800000161-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $360.06.  Wrong tax year.

23. Butts, Gary – District 04 – Ticket #4000001095 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $57.14.  Office error.

24. Butts, James V. Jr. – District 07 – Ticket #7000002085 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $903.28.  Taxpayer did not own vehicle on July 1.

25. Butts, Michael – District 03 – Ticket #0300000413-5 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $183.62.  Mobile home omitted. 

26. Burnell, Jeffrey – District 08 – Ticket #08000001225 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $232.16.  Need to add motor home.

27. Ebert, Aaron – District 02 – Ticket #02000007295 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $139.30.  Assessed in Grant County.

28. Ellis, Rose – District 01 – Ticket #01000009935 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $111.86.  Duplicate assessment.

29. Elliott, John – District 04 – Ticket #4000001745 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $266.10.  Keyed wrong.

30. Elliott, Roger – District 06 – Ticket #06000008475 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $372.44.  Wrong district.

31. Franks, Wanda – District 01 – Ticket #0100007055 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $187.04.  Keyed wrong.

32. Frye, Janet – District 07 – Ticket #07000001025 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $197.28.  Wrong tax year.

33. Fulk, David Lee – District 07 – Ticket #07000003915 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $197.28.  Wrong tax year.

34. Fuller, Darryl – District 01 – Ticket #1000011105 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $71.08.  Duplicate ticket.

35. Fuller, Ronald – District 04 – Ticket #04000009775 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $27.70.  Taxpayer put declared wrong vehicle.

36. Fuller, Roy – District 06 – Ticket #06000001305 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $230.20.  Wrong vehicle year keyed.

37. Garvin, Evonne – District 07 – Ticket #07000003955 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $49.58.  Wrong value keyed.

38. Gill, Jeffrey – District 02 – Ticket #02000008955 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $71.80.  Need to add another vehicle.

39. Grant, William – District 04 – Ticket #04000010085 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $29.58.  Need to add mobile home.

40. Groff, Kerri – District 08 – Ticket #08000005785 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $169.82.  Keyed wrong.

41. Fowler, Albert – District 08 – Ticket #08000010595 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $128.22.  Wrong year keyed.

42. Farr, James – District 04 – Ticket #04000003215 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $92.74.  Vehicle assessed at wrong amount.

43. Farr, James – District 04 - Ticket #04000003205 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $88.78.  Trailer was not added.

44. Feather, Charles – District 02 – Ticket #02000004695 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.22 – Wrong class.

45. Fleming, Lori – District 07 – Ticket #07000007365 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $97.40.  Wrong values used.

46. Flores, Harry – District 03 – Ticket #03000004435 – Tax year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $185.86.  Already paid.

47. Friedman, Gary – District 06 – Ticket #06000008405 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $183.74.  Wrong district.

48. Fowler, Donald – District 01 – Ticket #1000001925 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $29.58.  Wrong vehicle keyed.

49. Franks, Robert – District 06 – Ticket #6000000395 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $38.88.  Wrong year keyed on vehicle.

50. Gray, Ruben, Jr. – District 06 – Ticket #06000010795 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $33.42.  Duplicate ticket.

51. Gregory, Vicki – District 01 – Ticket #01000017985 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $34.72.  Wrong values used.

52. Gum, Lawrence – District 01 – Ticket #01000010755 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $139.02.  Wrong values used,

53. Goswick, William – District 01 – Ticket #01000000395 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $54.48.  Office error.

54. Guilmino, Victor – District 02 – Ticket #02000000745 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $323.36.  Wrong values used.

55. Gutteridge, Frank – District 02 – Ticket #02000006135 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $321.84.  Wrong values used.

56. Unger, Gertrude – District 04 – Ticket #4000007925 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $45.46.  Name spelled incorrectly.

57. VanMetre, Harry Jr. – District 06 – Ticket #6000005025 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $96.48.  Vehicle not keyed.

58. VanMetre, Vesta – District 01 – Ticket #1000010015 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $44.08.  Keyed wrong.

59. Vincent, Chris – District 07 – Ticket #70000088055 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $9.22.  Wrong vehicle year was used.

60. Waters, Thomas – District 08 – Ticket #8000008875 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $117.28.  Wrong vehicle assessed.

61. Webb, Charles – District 06 – Ticket #6000005775 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $831.46.  Wrong values used.

62. Webster, Russell – District 03 – Ticket #3000004495 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $229.08.  Mobile home needed to be added.

63. Weigle, Angela – District 01 – Ticket #1000012805 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $103.78.  Wrong values used.

64. Willey, Amy – District 04 – Ticket #4000001075 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $33.84.  Should not have been charged a penalty.

65. Willey, Edward – District 04 – Ticket #4000001055 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $310.12.  Account number keyed wrong.

66. Walker, Richard – District 07 – Ticket #41148 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,750.73.  Wrong Class, should be Class II.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Collins stated that he did not have any reports to provide to the Commission this week.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board and reported that their budget presentation is on schedule.  He stated that they have increased their caps to establish a facilities account and to cover their health plan.  

Commissioner Collins stated that he would like to have a report from the Berkeley County Fire Board and from the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority to see just how much money they have lost over the last five years in uncollected fees.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that over $600,000.00 has been lost at the Fire Board alone.  He said that it would be an impressive amount.

Commissioner Stubblefield reported that he had lunch with Ron Radcliff of Region 7 and Rusty Morgan of the Morgan County Commission.  He said that they are still hoping for a resolution regarding Region 7.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Radcliff agreed and would like to stimulate more interest in the Eastern Panhandle.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that they approved their budget of ten million dollars.  He said that this amount included the 2008 salaries. Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Senate Bill 646 and House Bill 3201 did not pass.  He said that a 10 cent surcharge on every 100 gallons of water would result in a $150,000.00 gain that would be used for poorly operating water district and well problems.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board and reported that they approved the amendments to their By-Laws.  He said that they are looking for a farmer to fill a current vacancy on the Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Board will be approaching the County Commission regarding Boydville.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of May and June

The updated Commission calendars for the months of May and June were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. June 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. June 20, 2007 – West Virginia Day.  The County offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of May and June

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of May and June were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. June 4, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. June 5, 2007 – The Roundhouse Authority will meet.

3. June 6, 2007 – The Executive Committee of the Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

4. June 11, 2007 – Pan Tran will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

5. June 11, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

6. June 12, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

7. June 13, 2007 – The Board of Directors of the Berkeley County Development Authority will meet beginning at 9:30 a.m.

8. June 13, 2007 – Berkeley Senior Services will meet between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

9. June 14, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

10. June 14, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

11. June 18, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

12. June 19, 2007 – Parks and Recreation will meet.

13. June 25, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

14. June 28, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

A response was received from Warren Watts expressing his interest in being reappointed to the Sheriff’s Advisory Committee.  President Teufel stated that he had questioned, in the past, how often this Committee met and requested information on the meetings that are held.  He asked if anything had been received.  Ms. Hammond stated that the only thing that has been received in the Commission office is this letter and nothing else.

President Teufel stated that the Commission received three responses from members expressing interest in being reappointed; Warren Watts to the Sheriff’s Advisory Committee, Gregory Rhoe to the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and Bryan Mitchell to Region 9.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to appoint all three individuals to another term on their respective committees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

An application was received from Ryan Frankenberry expressing his interest in serving on the Nuisance Appeal Board along with his financial statement.  President Teufel stated that Mr. Frankenberry has already been appointed to the Nuisance Appeal Board; the Commission was just waiting on his financial statement.

An application was received from Robert M. Sherman, Jr. expressing interest in serving on a Board or Commission.  President Teufel requested that the Commission extend an invitation to Mr. Sherman to come before the Commissioners for a brief interview.  

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Insurance Benefit Annual Review and Renewals – Discussion/Action

Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission regarding the employee insurance benefit renewals and review.  Mr. Davis stated that he wanted to briefly recap what was discussed at last week’s Commission meeting.  He said that the premiums for the group life insurance and group vision insurance will not increase effective July 1. 

 Mr. Davis stated that the group dental insurance premium will increase 7.1%, way down from the original 17% increase that was first received from Delta Dental.

The group health insurance will also increase for 2007-08.  Mr. Davis stated that the original increase that was received from Mountain State Blue Cross Blue Shield reflected a 24% increase but with negotiations with them we were able to reduce the increase to 15% or approximately $195,000.00 of additional annual premiums if the coverage remains the same as last year.

A brief discussion took place regarding the current coverage that is provided through the health insurance program.  A series of options were presented to the Commission for their consideration in lowering the forthcoming premium amount.  Mr. Davis stated that if the Commission would consider going from a 90/10 to an 80/20 plan and increase the deductibles and co-pays it would reflect a 1.5% increase over the current premium being paid.  He said that if the employees wanted to keep their coverage the same as the current coverage then they would have the option to buy up.  Commissioner Collins stated that, industry-wide, the 80/20 is normal.  He said that he has not seen coverage like we currently have on the employees in twenty years.  Commissioner Collins stated that we just do not have that type of budget to allow the same coverage to continue.  He said that he would agree with Mr. Davis’ recommendation for the 80/20 program with an increase in the deductibles and the co-pays.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he thought the recommendation was to just change the coverage from 90/10 to 80/20 and leave the deductibles alone.  President Teufel stated that he is not in favor of that.  He would be in favor of Mr. Davis’ recommendation.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to go with the 1.5% level at the 80/20 coverage, the changes in the deductibles and co-pays and the option for the employees to buy up.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Twilla Carr

Interview for Board, Commission or Authority Vacancy – Water Advisory Committee – Discussion/Action


Twilla Carr was invited to come before the County Commission for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Water Advisory Committee.  President Teufel stated that this is a fairly new Board and Ms. Carr was recommended for the vacancy.


Ms. Carr stated that she currently is employed by the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection.  She said that she once was employed in the Environmental Department of the Berkeley County Health Department and has always been interested in groundwater problems.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Ms. Carr has been very active in the Water Advisory Committee and her appointment will make it official.  He then made a motion to appoint Ms. Carr to the Water Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law

Annexation Petition for the Town of Hedgesville – Amended Order – Discussion/Action

Proposed Language – Berkeley County Dog Ordinance Revisions – Discussion/Action

Proposed Ordinance Change – Hotel/Motel Tax Increase – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Annexation Petition for the Town of Hedgesville-Amended Order – Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the amended Order.  It seems as though there was a typographical error in the description of the 0.29 acres.  In the earlier Order it was described as .029 acres.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would recommend the Commission take action on the issue.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the amended Order for the Town of Hedgesville.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Proposed Language-Berkeley County Dog Ordinance Revisions – Mr. Bentley provided the Commissioners with draft revisions to the Berkeley County Dog Ordinance.  He stated that the draft revision is provided under Section 4 of the Ordinance regarding dog waste that is deposited on public or private property not owned by the dog owner.  Mr. Bentley stated that in Section 7 the draft language lets people know that they have the right to appeal.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the changes made to the Berkeley County Dog Ordinance to include dog waste.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission can now go forward and advertise for a public hearing on the issue.

3. Proposed Ordinance Change-Hotel/Motel Tax Increase – Mr. Bentley stated that the public hearing on the issue of the Hotel/Motel Tax increase is scheduled for June 14, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.  He said that the Ordinance is huge and he is currently working on it and will present the County Commission with a number of amendments that will reduce its size.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Review of Proposed Schedule – Proposed Zoning and TDR Ordinance Development and Review – Discussion/Action

Public Education Program – Proposed Zoning Ordinance – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Commission came before the County Commission for a review of the proposed schedule for the proposed Zoning and TDR Ordinance development and the public education program on the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  A copy of the dates and proposed action on those dates were provided to the Commission.


President Teufel stated that he has looked at the list of dates and actions and saw where the County Commission would take action on January 11, 2008.  He said that he is having a problem with the schedule because it is saying that the Commission would be adopting a document without looking at it.  President Teufel stated that the Commission would not be taking any action on anything without having the opportunity to look it over.  Mr. Bentley stated that it is his understanding that this is just a timeframe and nothing more.  Ms. Hammond stated that her concern is regarding the dates.  She said that she didn’t know how realistic it is saying that there would be one public hearing.  Ms. Hammond stated that her concern is for the public and the input that will be received.  She said that there should be unlimited public hearings for the satisfaction of the public.  Mr. Mullenax stated that he could put in additional public hearings but they may or may not happen.  Ms. Hammond stated that until you get to the final version one public hearing is not realistic.  Mr. Mullenax stated that he would then ask the Commission how many public hearings they want scheduled.  President Teufel stated that back in 1996 when the zoning issue was put before the public there were 10 to 12 public hearings held.  Ms. Hammond stated that those public hearings were for the public and for education.  President Teufel stated that we need to factor in that time.  He said that the TDR will not be drafted until October.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he realizes that Mr. Mullenax is trying to balance TDRs and the Zoning Ordinance but we also know that zoning will be a more controversial issue.  He asked is there was any way we could add additional meetings.  Mr. Bentley stated that this is not something to be voted on, this is information on time lines to be met.


No further discussions took place regarding the issue at today’s meeting.

Re:

Matthew Hjermstad, DMJM

Presentation of Crawford Building – 90% Completion Drawing Status and Review of Bid Procedures, Documents and Conditions – Discussion/Action


Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM came before the County Commission to provide a power point presentation regarding the 90% completion drawing status and the review of bid procedures, documents and conditions as they pertain to the Crawford Building.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that one thing that will have to be done is to enlarge the sally port to accept an ambulance.  He said that they currently do not have the dimensions of a standard ambulance but would be obtaining that information.  


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the 90% completion drawings were submitted on May 18, 2007 with copies going to the stakeholders.  He said that he is still waiting for comments which are due on June 4, 2007.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that he would be going through those comments and then forward them to the Commission.  He said that a copy of the drawings was also supplied to the Engineering Office.


The site plan was shown to the Commission and Mr. Hjermstad stated that the trash area was moved thanks to a good suggestion from Judge Wilkes and Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell.  


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the West Virginia Fire Marshal felt that the project will be approved with very little comments.


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the bid for the project will be advertised on the Dodge Report and there will be a time period of 60 days.  He said that the bid opening will take place during a Commission meeting and will be followed by negotiations and then the bid will be awarded.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that after the bid is awarded a contract will be signed followed by the conformed drawings and specifications.  He said that he felt that the completion of the entire project is attainable in 18 months.  


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the staging area will be on the east side of the Berkeley Building and it will mess up the parking lot where the Commissioners are currently parking. He said that communications will be very important between the contractor, owner and architect.

  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the building is over a hundred years old and that then they did not use the services of an engineer.  He said that the wooden windows have no metal above them so they plan to leave the frame in place and bridge over and do structural modifications.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the boiler room is new and they will be leaving that alone.  He said that connections will be made to the Judicial Center and there will be change orders.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there are 3,000 square feet of dry rotted roof board.  He said that they want a clean re-pointed building and they will be keeping the aesthetics.   

President Teufel questioned stormwater.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there is a big stormwater pipe in the parking lot that will take the water away from the building.

As additional information is received, Mr. Hjermstad will be scheduled to come before the Commission for updates.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m. this afternoon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.        

Re:
Sherry Wilkens, DEP


William Teach, County Engineer


Berkeley County MP4 Application and Request for Permit Fee Reimbursement – Discussion/Action



Lisa McClung of the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), along with County Engineer William Teach, came before the Commission to discuss the Berkeley County MP4 application.  A power point presentation was provided to the Commission by Ms. McClung.  Ms. McClung stated that the DEP is aware that Berkeley County wants to become qualified and obtain a construction stormwater permit.  She said that Berkeley County is an MS4 Entity and you will be receiving the permit soon.  Ms. McClung stated that the DEP will go out and regulate MS4 construction.  She said that once the permanent stormwater management facilities are in place after construction is completed the DEP can’t go back and request items such as retention ponds.  Ms. McClung stated that municipalities and counties can voluntarily implement requirements for permanent stormwater regulations.  She said to become a qualified local program the County will have to enter into a formal agreement with the DEP, review construction stormwater applications, require and review stormwater pollution prevention plans, require BMP implementation on site, conduct inspections, provide enforcement and coordinate oversight with the State NPDES Authority (the WVDEP).



Mr. Bentley asked Ms. McClung if the DEP does the agreement or will the County have to do the agreement.  Ms. Timmermyer stated that the DEP will do the agreement.  She said that the DEP is new at this and we are learning just as Berkeley County is learning.  Bill Timmermyer, Team Supervisor, stated that we can sit down in a meeting and let you know what is going on.  He said that the DEP will be looking to see if the County is looking over the permits.  Ms. McClung stated that all the application fees will stay here in Berkeley County once the agreement is in place.

Re:
Eric Iser, Engineer, Alpha Associates


Church Street Parking Lot – Design, Specifications and Draft Bid Announcement – Discussion/Action 



Eric Iser of Alpha Associates came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with the design, specifications and draft bid for the Church Street Parking Lot.  A copy of the design was included in today’s packet for the Commission’s review.  Mr. Iser stated that they would be paving the lot and adding a fence.  He said that there is an area, currently graveled, where a house once stood.  Mr. Iser stated that that area will also be paved.  He said that two parking spots will be outside of the fence for the house located across the street.  Mr. Iser stated that the dumpster pad will also be improved.  He said that there will be card readers installed with one way traffic through the lot.  



Ms. Hammond stated that this project was included in the 2006 bond issue along with the Raleigh Street property.  She said that Mr. Iser will also take the design and specifications to the City of Martinsburg.  She said that the principal concern is the height of the fence i.e. children climbing over the fence and getting stuck inside the lot.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would place a call to the landlord of the apartment building.  Ms. Hammond stated that we need to work on the specification and be assured that the City of Martinsburg will not have problems with the height of the fence.



Mr. Iser stated that he contacted Mike Covell with the City of Martinsburg but no response has been received.  



President Teufel stated that he would like to have the issue scheduled again on the agenda.  Ms. Hammond asked President Teufel if the Commission would consider taking action on the concept.  President Teufel stated that he is in agreement but would rather wait until we hear back from the City of Martinsburg.

Re:
Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator


Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action


Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action


Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action


Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action


Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action


Encumbrances – 2006-07 Budget – Discussion/Action


RFP – Auctioneer Services – Discussion/Action


Thrasher Engineering Pay Requisition #9 – Discussion/Action



County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith informing the Commission of the resignation of Erin Webber effective July 5, 2007.  Ms. Webber holds the position of Animal Control Officer.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Erin Webber effective July 5, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Termination – Sheriff W. Randy Smith was present today and approached the bench.  He stated that he had terminated Christopher Rousch, who was on probation, for a number of reasons.  Sheriff Smith stated that he met with Mr. Rousch yesterday and the termination was effective immediately.  

3. Thrasher Engineering Pay Requisition #9 – Invoice #9 for Thrasher Engineering for their work on the Inwood Stormwater Management Project was received and presented to the Commission today for approval.  If action is taken, the amount to be paid Thrasher Engineering will be $15,500.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve Invoice #9 to Thrasher Engineering.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he called Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito to see if there is any revenue stream for this type of work.  He said that she will check on the issue and get back with him.

4. Encumbrances 2006-07 Budget – Ms. Hammond stated that last week the Commission asked for material on encumbrances.  She said that the encumbrances are before the Commission today for their discussion and/or action.  She stated that the deadline for encumbrances is 5:00 p.m. tomorrow.  Each of the encumbrances was explained.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:____________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

