Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                May 24, 2007
Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Lavonne Paden, Tracy Ball, Chris Urish, G. T. Shaw, Alan Davis, Jeff Gibson, Carla Robinson, Marsha Kelley, Amy Owen, Joseph Ayers, Loretta Ayers, Matthew Mullenax, Stephani Pierson, Terry Orndorff, Jay Russell, Chris Carrey, Steve Aberegg.

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:

Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Ms. Hammond stated that Robert Morris, scheduled to come before the Commission at 2:25 p.m. today, has been hospitalized and will not be able to attend today’s meeting.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he will have to leave at 12:00 p.m. to attend a meeting but would be back for the afternoon session.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda with the aforementioned changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

The purchase order log for the week of May 21, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 5 to Heritage Flag and Banner in the amount of $74.50.  He asked if this was a local company.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was not a local company.  She said that Ambassador Flags is a local company.  Commissioner Collins requested that a letter be forwarded to all departments requesting that they purchase locally whenever possible.

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 12 to Touchtone Communications in the amount of $310.86.  Ms. Hammond stated that Touchtone is a long distance carrier and this is a monthly bill.

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 15 to Kings Lawn Care Service in the amount of $3,900.80.  Ms. Hammond stated that this is a monthly invoice and Kings Lawn Care Service is contracted per item.  She said that the goal is to place this job out for bid for the new fiscal year but the invoice on the purchase order is consistent.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County has paid out approximately $28,000.00 for dog boarding.  Ms. Hammond stated that this expense is paid through a bond in the Dog and Kennel Fund.  She said that the purchase order reflects several months of in arrears billing.  President Teufel asked what would be done once all of the funding is depleted.  Ms. Hammond stated that it should be an agenda item to determine the last group of bills.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda and invite Animal Control to attend the meeting.  Ms. Hammond stated that Animal Control can give the Commission a status report at that time.  Mr. Bentley stated that he will see if there are any options.

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 24 to Eastridge Health Systems in the amount of $5,400.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that the purchase order is for mental hygiene hearings.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the County was responsible for this expense.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes and stated that whenever there is a spike in the jail bill there is always a spike in the mental health evaluations done.  

Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 25 to Louis R. Craddock, M.S. in the amount of $755.53.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was a mental hygiene hearing.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the April 26, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for corrections, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting with five members of the Department of Transportation and various delegates and senators.  He stated that Planning did a great job of organizing this meeting and it turned out to be a very effective day.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there were two objectives for this meeting; 1) we know that there is no suitcase full of money but we wanted to enhance the State’s awareness of our problems that are so unique from the rest of the State and 2) we wanted to have a meeting in such a way that people left feeling something is being done.  He said that he wanted to applaud everyone.  President Teufel stated that they were here last year and it is nice to know that they came to Berkeley County.  He said that he would like to extend another invitation to them to return again next year.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there was quite a bit of discussion about our Transportation Planner and we were applauded because we will be the only county in the State to have such a Planner.  He said that he feels that they will take the suggestions of the Transportation Planner seriously.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there will be a meeting with Ron Radcliff regarding Region 7.  He said that he is not sure what will be proposed but another meeting is scheduled tomorrow in Romney.  

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board and reported that they had a budget presentation and will discuss the issue further when they meet this evening.  He stated that $140,000.00 is needed for matching grants this year.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that they are sitting on over $600,000.00 in uncollected fees.  Perhaps they can look at having the fee embedded in the tax bill.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Ms. Hammond stated that there were letters forwarded to Rodney Emery and Jim Scott regarding Board appointments.  She said that Mr. Scott contacted the office this week and asked for some background and the duties of a member serving on the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District.  Ms. Hammond stated that we were told that the District did not have any vacancies at this time so she informed Mr. Scott of the vacancies on the Boards that he originally was interested in serving on, one of which was the Roundhouse Authority.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to appoint Mr. Scott to the Roundhouse Authority to fill the vacancy of Roger Boyer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission had discussed appointing Tim Feltner to the Fire Board.  President Teufel stated that we are waiting for Roger Campbell’s term to expire.  He said that we should be able to take action in about two weeks.

President Teufel suggested that letters be forwarded regarding an appointment to Region 9.  Ms. Hammond stated that letters have already been forwarded but no responses have been received. 

Re:

Tracy Ball, Berkeley County Engineering



Stefanie Allemong, Planning Director



Report on Inspections – Ronald Gregory Complaint – Discussion/Action

Chris Urish of the Planning Commission Office represented Stefanie Allemong today.  He approached the bench and stated that the Tomahawk Raceway was built in 2001 and there was nothing in the Ordinance regarding stormwater.  Mr. Urish stated that since then Stormwater Management has been put in place and anything constructed in the future will need a site plan.  He said that just recently they wanted to construct an observation deck and they were told that a site plan was needed.

Tracy Ball of the Engineering Office stated that when the racetrack was built there was no noise ordinance in place.  She said that any future construction will be held to the standards of today.

Mr. Bentley asked if anyone had been out to the raceway to make sure if the tower was constructed.  Ms. Ball stated that she did not know.  She said that maybe Commissioner Collins would like to visit the site.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the biggest complaint was about the noise and then the mud.  Mr. Urish stated that if it is dust then the neighbors can call the Department of Air Quality.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if Berkeley County had a noise ordinance.  Mr. Bentley stated that we do not have a noise ordinance.  President Teufel stated that the noise ordinance will be tied into the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if there were any reasons why the Commission can not get started on a noise ordinance.  President Teufel stated that Mr. Bentley came up with a number of documents on the issue.  He said that once the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning is in front of the Commission then we can start on a noise ordinance.  Ms. Hammond stated that there was a document in place but there were questions regarding residential districts.  She said that those districts have to be defined.  

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law

Reformation of the Berkeley County Commission and Proposed Steps for Correction – House Bill No. 3269 – Discussion/Action (continued)

Public Hearing Notice Requirements – Hotel/Motel Tax Hearing – Discussion/Action

Request for Reimbursement – Engineering Fees – Discussion/Action

Proposed FPP Program Changes – Discussion/Action (continued)


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Reformation of the Berkeley County Commission and Proposed Steps for Correction-House Bill No. 3269 – Mr. Bentley stated that the fourth bullet point in Senator Bowman’s letter deals with how the new officers of the proposed county government will be elected and then bullet point five deals with when the new county government will become effective.  Mr. Bentley stated that in the draft resolution the nominations would begin at the primary election to be held on the 11th of May, 2010, or on the date scheduled by the West Virginia Legislature for such election, if such date is changed, and culminating in the election of the three new commissioners at the general election scheduled for the first Tuesday in November, 2010.  The new commissioners would take office on January 1, 2011.  President Teufel asked Mr. Bentley, if the Commission takes action and the legislature doesn’t have a special session would it sit until January of next year.  Mr. Bentley stated that he is assuming they will have a special session.  He said that this is as quick as you can do it.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to follow the advice of Counsel and send to the Senate and the House a request asking the County to vote on the issue in 2008.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  Commissioner Collins opposed.

2. Public Hearing Notice Requirements-Hotel/Motel Tax Hearing – Mr. Bentley stated that the Code does not specify any time periods.  He said that he would recommend a Class II legal for the public hearing and the public hearing has to be held 10 days prior to the Commission taking action on the issue.  Following a brief discussion regarding dates, the Commission unanimously decided to schedule the public hearing on June 14, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. and then vote on the issue at their first meeting in July, 2007.

3. Request for Reimbursement-Engineering Fees – Mr. Bentley stated that G. T. Shaw was made to spend un-necessary money due to an error committed by the Planning Commission.  He said that there is nothing in the Code that would prohibit the reimbursement of Mr. Shaw’s fees.  Mr. Bentley stated that the agents of the Planning Commission who made those decisions, along with the Planning Commission, are insulated from suit by the community.  Mr. Bentley stated that he wanted to caution the Commission because we are not sure if other instances with other individuals happened during that time.  He said that he looked at the billing invoices that were submitted and the letter from Greenway Engineering.  Mr. Bentley stated that if the Commission makes a decision to reimburse Mr. Shaw’s fees then he would hope that the Commissioners would insist on having Greenway Engineering provide conformation on the dates.  President Teufel stated that there is only a very small window when this happened and he would support the reimbursement of Mr. Shaw’s fees.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to reimburse Mr. Shaw $5,200.00 in fees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Proposed FPP Program Changes – The amendments to the Farmland Protection Plan were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that these amendments will help their program enormously.  He then made a motion to accept the amendments as presented by the Farmland Protection Board dated April 26, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Jeff Gibson, Gibson and Associates

Insurance Benefit Annual Review and Renewals and Workers’ Compensation Renewals – Discussion/Action


Human Resources Director Alan Davis and Jeff Gibson of Gibson and Associates came before the County Commission regarding the insurance benefit annual review and renewals along with the renewals on Workers’ Compensation.  


Mr. Davis stated that since November we have had ongoing discussions regarding the benefits and during that time he said that he had indicated that the nationwide trend this year is an increase of 17% to 25% on renewals.


Mr. Davis stated that the County has had life insurance through MetLife for five years and thus far we have not experienced an increase.  He said that even though we had one employee and one dependent claim this year those claims did not affect our premium.


Mr. Davis stated that the County has vision insurance through Vision Service Plan.  He said that this will be the second year of a two-year contract and there will not be an increase on the premium.


The County employee dental coverage is through Delta Dental of West Virginia.  Mr. Davis stated that they originally indicated that we would experience a 17% increase but, through negotiations, we were able to bring that increase down to 7.1%.  He said that the reason for the increase this year is due to increased usage of the insurance.


President Teufel asked Mr. Davis and Mr. Gibson if they would mind waiting a moment before continuing their presentation.  The Commission scheduled a bid opening at 11:00 a.m. and it is now time to open the bids.

Re:

Bid Opening – In Car Digital Video Units – Discussion/Action

The County Commission scheduled a bid opening today at 11:00 a.m. on the purchase of in-car digital video units.  A total of 7 bids were received.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept all seven bids.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Sealed bids were received from the following companies for 10 in-car digital video units:




1.  Apollo Video Technology
- $44,300.00 for 10 cameras




2.  Data Image Group - $47,250.00 for 10 cameras

3.  MPH Industries Inc. – Letter announcing they had no formal           

     response.




4.  L3 Communications - $57,399.00 for 10 cameras




5.  Emergency Technologies Installation - $46,900.00 for 10 

                                         cameras




6.  Insight Public Sector - $69,180.00 for 10 cameras




7.  CDWG - $56,747.00 for 10 cameras 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to forward the bids to the staff for recommendations.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Jeff Gibson, Gibson and Associates

Insurance Benefit Annual Renew and Renewals and Workers’ Compensation Renewals – Discussion/Action


Human Resources Director Alan Davis had addressed the Commissioner regarding insurance renewal prior to the opening of the bids for the in-car digital video units.  Mr. Davis stated that the last insurance that needs to be discussed is the health insurance coverage.  He stated that the health insurance for the County is through Mt. State Blue Cross Blue Shield and it covers the County Commission, the Ambulance Authority, the Fire Board and the Development Authority.

  Mr. Davis stated that the total premiums paid this year are $1,430,553.00 and the total loss to claims was $1,320,446.00.  He said that these numbers reflect a 92% loss ratio.  Mr. Davis stated that he looked at various areas such as shock claims.  He said that the renewal rate came in at a 24% increase but after negotiations he was able to get the increase down to 15% if we maintain our current levels.  Mr. Davis stated that a 1% increase represents $13,000.00 and when that is calculated with the 15% increase it reflects a total premium increase of $195,000.00.

Mr. Davis stated that he and Ms. Hammond asked for options and as a result Mt. State Blue Cross Blue Shield came back with several options that included increasing the deductible, the co-pay, the emergency room deductible and the prescription mail-in amount.  Mr. Davis stated that another option is to eliminate the 90/10 coverage and go strictly with 80/20 coverage.  He said that if the Commission chose that option there would not be an increase in premiums.  Mr. Gibson stated that the 90/10 option is unheard of today and he would recommend that the Commission consider the 80/20 option.  

President Teufel stated that every year we have 10 to 20 employees with family coverage that call the office stating that the family coverage is way too expensive for them to pay.  He said that he is not willing to take any action on the matter this week.  President Teufel stated that he would like to look over the options and place the issue on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Carla Robinson, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority



Presentation of Ambulance Authority Exonerations – Discussion/Action

Carla Robinson of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority presented the following ambulance fee exonerations to the County Commission for their approval:

1. Breeden, Warner R. – District 07 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Account #4402-004 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second home.

2. Potomac Park Camp – District 02 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Account #23816-002 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage only.

3. Tomlin, Mark – District 02 – Tax Year 2005-06, 2006-07 – Account #30244-001 – Amount to be Exonerated $85.00.  Summer home.

4. Funkhouser, Charles – District 04 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Account #6546-004 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

5. Grafton, Gore – District 01 – Tax Year 2006-07 – Account #2018-004 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by the Ambulance Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Amy Owen, Eastern WV Community Foundation

Request for Change in Scope – Amended Resolution and Change of Scope Form – Discussion/Action


Amy Owen of the Eastern WV Community Foundation came before the County Commission with a request for a change in scope regarding their Budget Digest Funding that was approved in October of 2004.  Ms. Owen stated that $10,000.00 of the grant monies was for the Shalom Center and they are unable to apply at this time.  She said that the Foundation would like to take that $10,000.00 and distribute $3,750.00 to the Grove Work Center, $3,750.00 to the Boys and Girls Club of the Eastern Panhandle and $2,500.00 to the Eastern West Virginia Community Foundation. 


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he had a question about the change in scope.  He said that the funding is to support homeless programs and he doesn’t see there the Boys and Girls Club falls under that “needy” requirement.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he could see the need for the Grove Work Center but not the Boys and Girls Club.  Ms. Owen stated that she would have to argue that point because the Boys and Girls Club deals with latch key kids and they are in need.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the requirements of the grant money, regarding the needy, is a “catch all” phrase and he would be supportive of the change in scope.  He then made a motion to support the change in scope as requested.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Amendment to the Ortho Contract – Aerial Photography – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Commission office came before the County Commission regarding an amendment to the Ortho contract for the aerial photography.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the amendment will allow the purchase of additional orthophoto tiles.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he looked at the map and would like to know where the deficiency lies.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the gray lines that appear on the map are where the additional tiles are needed.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he could see three areas.  Mr. Mullenax stated that there are a number of areas in Jefferson County, the Virginia border, etc.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Mullenax how the tiles would be paid for.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the tiles would be paid for from the Planning Fees and Professional Services line.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Mullenax how many more tiles will be needed.  Mr. Mullenax stated that they will need 1600 more tiles.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Mullenax has served us well in the past and if he recommends this then there is no need to challenge.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the change in the contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Joseph and Loretta Ayers



Request for Ordinance – Animal Nuisances – Discussion/Action

Joseph and Loretta Ayers came before the County Commission with a request for an animal nuisance ordinance.  Mr. Ayers approached the bench and stated that he was here today representing Spring Mills Subdivision.  He said that he understands that the County has a leash law and have dogs in control but, however, the County Commission failed to include the waste from the dogs.  Mr. Ayers stated that the dog owners should be made to clean up after their dogs.  He said the he would request the Commission to pass an amendment to the Dog Ordinance making it a misdemeanor if the dog owners do not clean up the waste.  

President Teufel asked Mr. Bentley if there was anything at this point that would cover this type of problem.  Mr. Bentley stated that there is nothing in any of our Ordinances.  He said that this is a problem in the community and there is no reason that the County Commission couldn’t amend the Dog Ordinance to include the owner’s responsibility.  Mr. Bentley stated that the problem is, if you have such an ordinance it is there to persuade people to do the right thing and it would be difficult to know what dog is at fault.  He said that this is a health issue.

President Teufel requested that the Commission proceed forward and schedule a public hearing.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to see something written.  He said that the Commission should ask Mr. Bentley to give documentation.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he is not sure we can enforce this in the rural part of the County.  Mr. Bentley said that it could be enforced in subdivisions.  He said that he would be glad to put something together.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he felt it would be hard to enforce.  President Teufel stated that he didn’t feel it would take long to have something in writing to amend  the existing Dog Ordinance.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would put something together and present it to the Commission for their review.

Re:

Donna McMahan



Vicious Dog Hearing – Final Actions – Discussion/Action

Animal Control Terry Orndorff came before the County Commission regarding final action on a vicious dog hearing that involved dogs belonging to Christopher Page and Sheila Wallace.

Two pit bulls belonging to Christopher Page were declared vicious by the Nuisance Appeal Board and on September 8, 2006 the County Commission accepted the recommendation of the Board to have the dogs euthanized.  No further appeal was made by Mr. Page.

A pit bull belonging to Sheila Wallace was also declared vicious by the Nuisance Appeal Board on January 2, 2007 and on January 18, 2007 the County Commission upheld the Board’s recommendation and took action to have the dog euthanized.  No further appeal was made by Ms. Wallace.  

Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission should carry out the order to euthanize all three dogs.  Commissioner Collins asked if both parties had time to appeal the decision of the Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that Mr. Page has had 8 months and Ms. Wallace has had 4 months to appeal and nothing has been filed.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion, based on the previous record of this Commission, to have the dogs euthanized.  Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Orndorff if any communication had been received.  Officer Orndorff responded by saying no.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would encourage Animal Control to not wait another day and to go forward with the euthanasia.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Full Service Equipment and Controls Agreement – Boland and Berkeley County Commission – Discussion/Action

Surplus Furniture Requisition – Discussion/Action


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Full Service Equipment and Controls Agreement-Boland and the Berkeley County Commission – Mr. Russell stated that Boland came forward with their technology to take over at the Judicial Center regarding the refrigerant systems.  He said that he is still in the learning stage of being able to do this job in-house.  Mr. Russell stated that he has the money in his budget for the expense and recommended approval.  President Teufel stated that this is pretty important and he is proud that Mr. Russell is taking the initiative to learn.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the contract with Boland.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Surplus Furniture Requisition – Mr. Russell stated that he met with Tom Mason of the local office of the Internal Revenue and Ken Frye with the State regarding some surplus furniture that they are willing to provide to the County.  He said that there are 30 cubicles filled with furniture that is valued at $100,000.00 and they are willing to provide it to the County for $1,000.00.  Commissioner Collins stated that Ms. Hammond pointed out some of the brand names on this furniture and it is top of the line.  President Teufel stated that if you look at what we are doing this is a win, win situation.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the furniture from the Internal Revenue and provide the $1,000.00 that they are requesting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Chris Carrey, Virginia Insurance Pool

Presentation of WVACO and CCAWV Insurance Pool Proposal – Discussion/Action 


Chris Carrey came before the County Commission today to present a proposal for the WVACO and CCAWV Insurance Pool.  Mr. Carrey stated that he works for the Virginia Association of Counties and the equivalent of the County Commission Association.  He stated that the State passed enabling legislation to have insurance pools.  Mr. Carrey stated that in 2004 it was allowed and Jim Campbell, Executive Director of the Virginia Association of Counties and Vivian Parsons of the County Commissioners Association of West Virginia discussed having an insurance pool in West Virginia.


Mr. Carrey stated that they started feasibility studies this last fall.  He said that the concept of the pool is to take a similar group and pull them together and provide them with long term stability, take policy forms and customize the coverage and give member ownership interest.  Mr. Carrey stated that BRIM is a pool but you don’t have a seat on that Board.  He said that the insurance pool for West Virginia has been endorsed by the WVCCO and the CCAWV.  Mr. Carrey stated that they are trying to establish a core group and they have met with the Insurance Commissioner and will have their insurance license next Friday.  


A packet of information on the West Virginia Counties Risk Pool was provided to the Commissioners in their packets.  The packet contained the names of the West Virginia counties that are already in the program.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Carrey about reinsurance.  He asked if the full price of the Morgan County Courthouse fire would have been covered.  Mr. Carry stated that they had four million dollars worth of insurance but the building was worth twelve million dollars.  With a $9,000.00 premium they would have gotten four million dollars.


President Teufel stated that his concern is Berkeley County having big dollars and a small county having nothing could they take all of the money.  Mr. Carrey stated that they are going to put some protection in place.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Carrey what flexibility the County had to get out of the pool.  Mr. Carrey stated that the only provision in the agreement is you have to be a member for three years to be vested.  


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Carrey how the Board would be established.  Mr. Carrey stated that everyone that joins the pool will get a nomination and each county would get one vote.  He said that there would be only one representative from each county and that representative must be an elected official.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the growth counties in West Virginia have different needs than the little growth counties.  He asked if the by-laws are such that we are protected against a renegade Board.  Mr. Carrey stated that any changes to the by-laws have to be made by the Board and you will be informed of those changes.  He said that you can pull out of the pool if you feel like it.  President Teufel stated that financially we want to have a say and we don’t want six small counties dictating our investment.  


Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Carrey who handles the business.  Mr. Carrey stated that the pool handles the business.  Commissioner Collins asked if there was a five year re-approval inflation guard in the policy.  Mr. Carrey responded by saying yes.  He said that they simply come out and appraise then simply re-approve through the computer system.  


President Teufel stated that he would like for Mr. Carrey to come back before the Commission.  He asked Mr. Carrey if he could provide the Commission with a copy of the policy.  Mr. Carrey stated that he would provide that information.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Wildflower Ridge – Discussion/Action 


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Department came before the Commission requesting approval of an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Wildflower Ridge.  


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the Agreement and found everything to be in order and recommended approval.  He asked Mr. Aberegg to check to make sure that these Agreements are recorded.  Mr. Aberegg stated that the owners do not receive a permit unless they produce a receipt where the document is recorded.  


Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Wildflower Ridge.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Karen E. Hoff, State Director



Telamon Corporation

Request for Letter of Support – Self-Help Housing Project Application – Discussion/Action 


A letter was received from Telamon Corporation requesting a letter of support from the County Commission for their next Self-Help Housing Project application.  In the correspondence, Karen Hoff, State Director, stated that their plan is to assist 5 families in building their homes through this program over the next year.  


The letter of support was included in today’s packet for the Commissioners approval.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the request of Ms. Hoff for the letter of support for their next Self-Help Housing Program application.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Encumbrances – 2006-07 Budget – Discussion/Action

Agreement for Independent Contractor Services – Discussion/Action

RFP – Auctioneer Services – Discussion/Action

Verizon Dunn Building BCM Maintenance Agreement and Support Material – Discussion/Action

Allocation Action – Home Consortium Supplemental Funding – Resolution – Discussion/Action

State Budget Revision #7 – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendations – A memorandum was received from 911 Director Mary Kackley requesting approval to hire Chanta Elizey, Rhonda Golliday, Vicky Liotta and Charles Mott.  If approved, all four individuals will begin work on June 23, 2007 and earn a yearly salary of $26,063.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the hiring of Chanta Elizey, Rhonda Golliday, Vicky Liotta and Charles Mott.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Planning Director Stefanie Allemong requesting approval to hire Ashley Duvall as an Administrative Assistant II.  Ms. Hammond stated that Ms. Duvall is currently employed in the Engineering Office and she said that she would strongly recommend, even though Ms. Duvall is currently working, a full probation period of 6 months due to issues in her current position.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a move to approve the recommendation of the Planning Director to hire Ashley Duvall with a 6 month probation period.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

3. Hiring Recommendation/Resignation – A memorandum was received from Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine requesting the hiring of Cheri Whittington as a full time Deputy Clerk effective June 4, 2007.  If approved, Ms. Whittington will earn a yearly salary of $20,295.00.  Also on Ms. Sine’s memorandum was the resignation of Linda Braithwaite who held the position of Deputy Clerk.  Ms. Braithwaite’s last day will be June 15, 2007.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to hire Cheri Whittington as a full time Deputy Clerk effective June 4, 2007 and to accept the resignation of Linda Braithwaite effective June 15, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

4. Judicial Center Requests – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any Judicial Center requests this week.

5. Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any Crawford Building Construction proposals this week.

6. Kimco Property Proposals – A proposal for professional surveying services, ALTA/ACSM survey was received from Triad Engineering, Inc. in the amount of $4,600.00 regarding the Martins/Old CVS property.  Ms. Hammond stated that the reason we went with Triad Engineering, Inc. is because we already have them under contract.  President Teufel stated that the ALTA survey may find something that we do not know about.  Following a brief discussions regarding deadlines, Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the proposal from Triad Engineering, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

7. Cancelled Check Orders – Two Cancelled Check Orders were presented to the Commission for their approval.  If action is taken, the Orders will cancel check #908963 in the amount of $909.54 to Philip Butcher and check #006221 in the amount of $754.92 to Mark Szalkowski.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Orders as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

8. Encumbrances-2006-07 – Encumbrances were presented to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action that included $250,000.00 for the Inwood Stormwater Project, $100,000.00 for the Fire Board for a study, $95,000.00 to the Library and $314,000.00 for the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the $95,000.00 for the Library can be encumbered for something else since this the Commission is not obligated to fund this money to the Library.  Ms. Hammond stated that the $314,000.00 for the Planning Commission was included in their budget proposal.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to have the opportunity to read over this information.  Commissioner Collins requested that the issue of the encumbrances be placed on next week’s agenda.

9. Agreement for Independent Contractor Services – An agreement for independent contractor services was included in the Commissioners’ packet.  Ms. Hammond stated that the agreement is for the services of Paul Shroyer with regard to the financial bookkeeping and auditing direction of the County.  This is the same as the agreement presented to the Commission for approval last year.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agreement between the County Commission and Mr. Shroyer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

10. RFP-Auctioneer Services – Ms. Hammond stated that interviews were conducted last week for the auctioneer services for the County as it pertains to the selling of some of the County’s real estate.  She said that there is no hurry at this time for action.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we really have to have the properties appraised.  He said that he was scared of the current market.  Commissioner Collins stated that he has to agree with Commissioner Stubblefield that we need to have the properties appraised.  He said that there is a big difference between commercial property and residential property.  President Teufel agreed and requested that we obtain an appraisal on all five pieces of County real estate from Jackson Williams, Commercial Appraisers.

11. Verizon Dunn Building BCM Maintenance Agreement and Support Material – A maintenance quote was received from Verizon for the Dunn Building BCM maintenance and support material.  The amount of the agreement is $6,026.28 for one year.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to enter into the service contract with Verizon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

12. Allocation Action-Home Consortium Supplemental Funding Resolution – A resolution authorizing the allocation of the Home Consortium Supplement funding was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The total amount of the County share is $45,710.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

13. State Budget Revision #7 – State Budget Revision #7 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond stated that she did a 98% bump up on the receipts side of the Revision to cover the allocations to Parks and Recreation and the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.  She said that, on the expenditure side, the figures represented insurance reimbursements, Gypsy Moth reimbursements, and to cover deficits in the Regional Jail Account, etc.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Revision and to approve the resolution that will accompany the paperwork to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

14. Credit Card Payments – Ms. Hammond stated that a meeting took place with Centra Bank regarding the use of credit card payments by taxpayers.  She said that they will be getting back with the Commission in about three weeks.

15. Church Street Parking Lot – Ms. Hammond stated that Alpha Associates is scheduled to come before the Commission regarding the Church Street Parking Lot.  They will discuss the repaving, striping and fencing in of that parking lot.

16. Crawford Building 90% Completion – Ms. Hammond stated that Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM is scheduled on next week’s agenda to discuss the 90% completion on the Crawford Building.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.     


Approved:_____________________________________




Steven C. Teufel, President

