Berkeley County Commission Meeting                              May 17, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. Julie Harris, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Gary Collis, Matthew Mullenax, Bill Weis, Phil Martin, Alan Davis, G. T. Shaw, Megan Clark, Jay Russell, Ernie Mills, Rick Johnson, Ronald Stevens, Tommy Puffenburger, David Horn, Tim Feltner, Clint Hogbin, Lavonne Paden, Robert Crawford

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Julie Harris followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Ms. Hammond informed the Commission that K. P. Stewart of the US Commission on Historic Preservation was scheduled to come before the Commission at 10:40 a.m. today.  He telephoned the office and to say that he would have to cancel his appointment.  President Teufel requested that G. T. Shaw, scheduled to come before the Commission at 10:50 a.m. be moved up to the 10:40 a.m. slot.  With those corrections, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of May 14, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 3 to Wildlife Control Supplies in the amount of $2,136.55.  He stated that he read where bird nets were purchased.  Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office stated that Animal Control is having a problem catching birds and bats.  Ms. Hammond stated that the charges are being paid out of Animal Control’s budget.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 4 to Stinger Spike Systems in the amount of $1,721.25.  He questioned the purchase of five spike systems.  Ms. Hammond stated that they are spike systems used by Law Enforcement to stop speeders.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 24 to the Lewis County Circuit Clerk in the amount of $166.20.  Ms. Hammond stated that the charges are for mental hygiene hearings.



Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the April 17, 2007 and April 19, 2007 Commission meetings were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



The first set of minutes that were presented were those of the April 17, 2007 Commission meeting.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The next set of minutes that were presented were those of the April 19, 2007 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 10 under the issue of the reallocation of last year’s funding for the Berkeley County Solid Authority, the minutes stated that a simple nod from the Commission was given.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the statement be stricken from the minutes and rephrased to say that the Commission was supportive of the request.



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 13, under the issue of the window project on the Dunn Building, the minutes should have read that Craig Collis of Minghini Contractors approached the bench, not Mr. Mason.

  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the minutes of April 19, 2007 with the aforementioned corrections.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
 Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following applications for consolidation of property to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. LaPole, Eric V. – Falling Waters District – Consolidating 7.533 acres on the Potomac River, Map 7, Parcel 205 and 1 acre on the Potomac River, Map 7, Parcel 171.4.  Total assessed value after consolidation $141,720.00.

2. Clarke, F. Denis – Martinsburg District – Consolidating Lot 18, Section 1, Briarwood, Map 4D, Parcel 95 and Lot 20, Section 1, Briarwood, Map 4D, Parcel 96.  Total assessed value after consolidation $209,040.00.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the applications for consolidation of property as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Wednesday and reported that they have a lot of concern regarding the Tabler Station Business Park.  He stated that funding for roads has been pushed back and they are not sure just how far.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Department of Highways will be here next Tuesday and the issue will be mentioned to them.  

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that he always comes away from these meeting being impressed by Paul Fisher and his Board members.  He stated that the District is trying to reformat the various categories so that customers that don’t use a lot of water, such as the elderly, will get a break in the monthly costs.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Berkeley County Public Service District is the second largest water company in the State.  He said that he had mentioned before a statewide emergency response.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Berkeley County will participate and, if that occurs, we will need to pay salaries to those working during the emergency response.  

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District on Tuesday and reported that the northend project is now underway.  He stated that the plant upgrades at Baker Heights and at Inwood are coming along.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board last Thursday and reported that there will be an increased expense due to the costs of insurance and fuel costs.  He stated that they discussed the debt collections and there is quite a bit of uncollected funds out there.  President Teufel stated that they also discussed Workers’ Compensation and the need for that to go through the Fire Board so it can be independently distributed instead of going through each of the five fire halls.

President Teufel stated that he attended a meeting of the Martinsburg City Council and reported that Mayor George Karos publicly thanked the County Commission for their participation in the Raleigh Street Project.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that there is an application from Kimberly McGarrah expressing her interest in serving on the Senior Services Board.  He said that Ms. McGarrah resides in Jefferson County.  Ms. Hammond stated that the County Commission has a policy that Board members have to be Berkeley County residents.  President Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to Ms. McGarrah stating that the Commission appreciates her interest but the Commission is unable to appoint her to a Board or Commission because of her residency.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of May and June

The updated Commission calendars for the months of May and June were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. May 24th and 31st, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. May 28, 2007 – Memorial Day – The County offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of May and June

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of May and June were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. May 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. May 23, 2007 – The Board of Directors of the Berkeley County Development Authority will meet beginning at 9:30 a.m. at BB&T.

3. May 24, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

4. May 24, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

5. May 29, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

6. May 29, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Re:

Matthew Mullenax, Berkeley County Planning Commission

Report on Zoning Issues and Transfer Development Rights – Discussion/Action


Matthew Mullenax of the Berkeley County Planning Commission came before the Commissioners to provide them with a report on zoning issues and transfer development rights.  Mr. Mullenax provided the Commissioners with two time schedules that will need to be reached to enable the issues to appear on the Primary Election ballot next year.  


Mr. Mullenax stated that the last scheduled meeting of the Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) is scheduled for May 24, 2007.  He said that the Committee has been meeting and working with Gannett Fleming and the Planning Commission staff on the development of a county-wide Zoning Ordinance since March 2006.  Mr. Mullenax stated that a discussion that stemmed from the last ZAC meeting is what has brought him before the Commission today to discuss the schedule of the Zoning Ordinance, specifically its relation to Transferable Development Right (TDRs).  He said that the ZAC feels TDRs are completely necessary to help the passage of the Zoning Ordinance by the voters of Berkeley County.  Since TDRs are such an integral part of the Zoning Ordinance, they feel it is necessary to present to the public the draft Zoning Ordinance as well as a TDR ordinance simultaneously.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the Zoning Ordinance Draft Schedule does not include TDRs and the Commission will see that a special election will tentatively happen in December 2007.  He said that this is not a month generally associated with voting, and is also in the middle of the winter holiday season.  Mr. Mullenax stated that any proposed amendments or changes by either the Berkeley County Commission or the Planning Commission during the public hearing stage could add an indeterminate amount of time to the process and push the tentative date of the special election into late winter or early spring of 2008.  He said that he felt that to begin the public education process without having drafted a TDR Ordinance that can be presented and explained to the public alongside the Zoning Ordinance could have a significant affect on any future special elections on zoning.  Mr. Mullenax stated that the decision before the Commission today is whether or not to draft a TDR ordinance to be released with the Zoning Ordinance simultaneously.      


Commissioner Collins stated that we do need TDRs but Berkeley County has waited for fifty years for this and he said that he would like to wait another few months to enable the County to educate the public on both the zoning issue and the TDRs.  He said that he feels that it is unnecessary to spend thousands of dollars on a special election and then come back and schedule another one.  Commissioner Collins stated that this has to be done right.  He said that we need to cover all bases and by waiting we can rest assured that it will be done correctly.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we owe the ZAC Committee a sincere word of thanks.  He said that they have worked on a regular basis without a single penny and they have served the community well.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the ZAC Committee has been honest all the way through this stage.


Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission may want to work with Mr. Mullenax regarding the public hearings that are required.  He said that in order to try to make certain that the public has sufficient opportunities to learn about the ordinance we need a series of meetings.  Mr. Bentley stated that this is an issue that requires understanding and the Commission may want to consider extending the time line.


Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Bentley how he felt about holding a public hearing in each of the magisterial districts.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would be in favor of having those meetings during the evening hours in each of the magisterial districts because it is essential that people understand.  


President Teufel stated that this issue has been dragged out more and more.  He said that he feels that the TDRs can come after the Zoning Ordinance is in place.  Mr. Mullenax stated that you may affect the voters if they don’t see this before voting.  Mr. Bentley stated that everyone feels that the voters would feel better if they see the TDRs before voting.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he feels that the County Commission has been very consistent from day one that this is done right.  He said that the Committee had an expiration of an earlier deadline but the complexities they found just would not allow them to meet the deadline in time.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we will error in the public outreach stage if we don’t provide adequate opportunities for public input  and so for those reasons he would made a motion to adopt the recommendation of voting on zoning and TDRs at the same time in the primary election.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law

Reformation of the Berkeley County Commission and Proposed Steps for Correction – House Bill No 3269 – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, came before the Commissioners today regarding the reformation of the Berkeley County Commission and the proposed steps for correction.  Mr. Bentley stated that he researched the issue and put together answers to the questions in Senator Edwin Bowman’s letter of March 16, 2007.  He said that all seven answers are contained in the resolution that he prepared for the Commission’s action.  Mr. Bentley stated that he contemplates the issue being voted upon by the people of Berkeley County in the Primary Election scheduled on May 13, 2008.


A brief discussion took place regarding suggested changes in the resolution.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Bentley if it would serve the Commission to table the issue at least one week to look at the language.  Mr. Bentley stated that he did not have a problem with tabling the issue another week.  President Teufel then asked to have the issue placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

G. T. Shaw



Stefanie Allemong, Planning Director

Request for Reimbursement – Planning Commission Engineering Fees – Discussion/Action


G. T. Shaw requested to come before the County Commission to request reimbursement for Planning Commission engineering fees.  He stated that he owned two acres on Delmar Orchard Road and then acquired an additional two acres on which to build a house.  Mr. Shaw stated that the Planning Commission requested him to use a major subdivision procedure which cost him five to six months delay plus out of pocket expenses.  He said that the Planning Commission then turned around and told him that he could use a minor , rather than a major subdivision procedure now because of an error on their part.  Mr. Shaw stated that the Planning Commission did reimburse him the fees he had to pay them but now he is asking to be reimbursed the engineering cost of $5,200.00.  


Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Shaw if he could explain the engineering fees.  Mr. Shaw stated that it is the cost that he paid to Greenway Engineering informed him that he over paid by $5,200.00 because of this error.


Megan Clark of the Planning Commission approached the bench and stated that at the time Mr. Shaw submitted his plans they were just beginning to deal with minor subdivisions and they misinterpreted the information and later found the interpretation was different.  She said that other individuals were caught in this error.  Ms. Clark stated that when they would come in we didn’t charge them for the final plat.  She said that the Planning Commission did what they could. 


Mr. Bentley asked Ms. Clark what caused the change.  Ms. Clark stated that the Planning Commission staff was doing it all wrong.  Mr. Bentley stated that because of this wrong information it caused Mr. Shaw to have to go out and pay unnecessary fees to an engineering company.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Clark if the changes were done with or without a legal advisor.  Ms. Clark stated that the minor subdivision regulations were thrown on us and we did not interpret them correctly.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if many people were given incorrect information.  Ms. Clark stated that there were quite a few people but they have not acted as quickly as Mr. Shaw.  


Mr. Bentley stated that the Planning Commission made an error and it cost Mr. Shaw $5,200.00.  He said that the hard part is how we deal with this issue and contact the other individuals to come in or do we wait for suits to be filed.  Mr. Bentley stated that clearly Mr. Shaw didn’t make any mistakes.  He said that his initial reaction is to reimburse Mr. Shaw.  President Teufel stated that he would also like for Greenway Engineering to provide copies of the bills.  Mr. Bentley asked the Commission to give him a week to make sure that there is no legal impediment.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Presentation of Draft Employee Job Descriptions – Discussion/Action

Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the Commission to provide them with draft employee job descriptions on four new positions.  Mr. Davis stated that last week the Commission discussed the final drafts on four professional positions for the 2007-08 budget.  He said that he discussed the new Grant Coordinator position with Ms. Hammond because the Commission indicated that there may be additional responsibilities we could add to that position that was not already included in the draft job description.  Mr. Davis stated that he met with Ms. Hammond late last week and, based on the discussion, we would recommend that the Commission leave the job responsibilities as they are.  He said that the Grant Coordinator can focus on grants because of the many out there available.  Ms. Hammond stated that if the position is done correctly it would be a full time job and if we expand the position to offer these services to outside agencies it would become more than a full time position.  Mr. Davis stated that once we get all of the issues ironed out he would be back before the Commission with a final draft of the job description.

The next job description was regarding the Litter Control Officer.  Mr. Davis stated that he compared the salary range with surrounding areas and then met with Commissioner Stubblefield to discuss.  He said that the compensation originally recommended was between $26,063.00 and $41,701.00.  The job description included the essential functions and tasks of the Officer, the knowledge, skills and abilities needed for the position, the education and experience that is expected, the physical requirements and the special requirements.

Mr. Davis stated that In-House Legal Director will require the successful candidate to perform complex professional and administrative work providing legal advice to the County Commission and affiliated boards, commissions, department and agencies.  This individual will represent the County Commission and the offices within before state and federal courts and administrative agencies.  A list of qualifications and requirements were included in the job description along with the expected education, licenses and experience.  Mr. Davis stated that the special requirements include the need for the applicant to be licensed to practice law in the State of West Virginia, be a member in good standing of the West Virginia Bar, have not been the subject of adverse bar disciplinary actions, and in compliance who all other requirements prescribed by statutes, rules and regulations applicable to the practice of law in the State of West Virginia and the United States.

The fourth draft job description was for a Traffic Transportation Planner.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that number 9, under the essential functions typical tasks, is a very essential function.  He said the number 9 stated that the Planner would serve as primary interface between the Planning Commission and the development community on matters relating to anticipated traffic flow, conducting traffic studies, etc.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to see that individual be a major conduit and requested that he or she also work with the Department of Highways.

Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Davis if he could provide the Commission with a time line on advertising these new positions.  Mr. Davis stated that if approval is received from the Commission today the positions will be advertised tomorrow.  He said that he would have a more in-depth report on the position within three weeks after the advertisement is placed.  

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Davis if the Litter Control Officer is a correct title.  He said that they will be working with Engineering regarding homes and properties that are not meeting Code requirements.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that perhaps the title could be County Beautification/Litter Control Officer.  He said that the job description goes beyond litter control.  Mr. Davis responded by saying that he agrees, this position will have the authority to issue citations.  

Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve all four job descriptions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  President Teufel requested that Mr. Davis hold off on advertising the Grant Coordinator until the Commission obtains the unencumbered fund balance.  Mr. Bentley requested that Mr. Davis add “Counsel advises department and other constitutional officers’.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Presentation of Report on Facilities Completed Projects – Discussion/Action 


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission to present the Commissioners with a report on the projects that have been completed by Facilities.  Mr. Russell stated that he wanted to begin by thanking the Commissioners for allowing his staff to do projects in-house.  He said that he started a Corrective Action Team (CAT) that has been very much supported by his crew.  Mr. Russell stated that CAT meets every Tuesday and puts together what they can do to be more efficient and find ways to do projects that are too expensive to go to vendors.  


The Commissioners were supplied with information that reflected the accomplishments of the Facilities Crew.  Mr. Russell stated that the first project they did was to change the filters at all locations.


Mr. Russell stated that the Planning Commission Office added extra cubicles and there were no air condition or heating vents.  He said that Miller Electric came in and looked at the situation and said that it would cost approximately $10,000.00 to install the needed vents.  Mr. Russell stated that he got together with his staff and used parts off of old units no longer in service and installed the vents.  He said that the Facilities Crew saved the County $9,902.00.


Mr. Russell stated that the Ambulance Authority had requested the installation of security glass at their front desk area.  He informed the Commission that it would have cost $9,068.00 to complete this project but by doing it in-house the Crew saved the County $7,936.00.  


Another in-house project was the loading dock at the Dunn Building.  He said that Stephens Painting provided a proposal in the amount of $1,207.00 but the Facilities Crew did the painting and saved the County $571.00.


Mr. Russell stated that several other projects have been done in-house that included the OES project that reflected $6,250.00 in savings and the 110 West King Street project that resulted in a savings of $3,957.00.


Mr. Russell stated that Lewis Palmer, one of the Facilities Crew members, has excellent skills and he hopes to continue to keep the costs down.  President Teufel asked Mr. Russell if he had any future projects.  Mr. Russell stated that the next project will be the Martins Building.  He said that he has looked at some surplus furniture through a State surplus.  Mr. Russell stated that we may have the opportunity to obtain the furniture free of charge.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that another aspect is the Crew’s attitude.  He said that they have a very positive up-beat attitude to get the job done.  Commissioner Collins stated that when Mr. Russell was hired we discussed the need to do more in-house projects and he has proven that he and his crew can get it done.  He has saved taxpayers’ money and he would like to commend him and his crew on a great attitude and a great job.

Re:

David Horn

County/State Services and Conditions – Road Maintenance, Snow Removal and Trash Removal Services


David Horn came before the County Commission regarding road maintenance, snow removal and trash removal service in the County.  Mr. Horn stated that he has been a resident of Belvedere Court on Grade Road in Falling Waters for the past two years.  He said that Belvedere Court consists of twelve to thirteen lots and we have to travel Nestle Quarry Road to get in and out of the development.  Mr. Horn stated that the road needs repair and is deplorable in the winter.  He said that emergency services could not get in if they were called.  Mr. Horn stated that it is impossible for two cars to pass and there is at least an eight inch drop off of the shoulder.  He said that he is not sure who is responsible.  Mr. Horn stated that he did find out that the State is responsible for snow removal but at least twenty four hours went by without plowing so he did it himself.  Mr. Horn stated that another problem is the trash.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he is familiar with the trash problem in that area because he has picked up trash off of that road.  He said that he is lives on a similar road and Mr. Horn is raising a real problem.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the roads are the responsibility of the State.  He said that the Department of Transportation is due here next week and we will be raising the issues of our roads.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that all we can do is make our requests to the State.  Commissioner Collins stated that Washington County, Maryland roads are run by the County but in West Virginia we can’t do anything to any of the roads.  He said that we make calls to the State and we are always told that our projects are near the bottom of their list.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that Mr. Horn contact the County Engineer to include the road on the list for resurfacing that will be forwarded to the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  He informed Mr. Horn that John Overington is the delegate for that area and perhaps he could be contacted about the problems.

Re:

Clint Hogbin, Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board



Conservation Easement Recording of Boydville – Discussion/Action



Proposed FPP Program Changes – Discussion/Action

Clint Hogbin, Vice Chair of the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board, came before the County Commission regarding a conservation easement recording of Boydville and their proposed program changes.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board was formed in 2002 and the Board felt that it was time to sit down to discuss lessons learned.  He said that a Sub-Committee was formed and a public hearing was held on the program changes and now they are being brought before the County Commission.  Mr. Hogbin stated that there are five significant changes made to their program.  The first change focuses on working farms and indicated points shall be awarded for gross revenues from farm production i.e. 50 points for $5,000.00 to $10,000.00, 100 points for $10,001.00 to $20,000.00 and 150 points for $20,001 and up.  He said that tax return data must be provided from the prior fiscal year showing the receipts from farm production claimed.  The landowner can be an individual, partnership or corporation.

Mr. Hogbin stated that the second change is the preference to offers at lower per acre cost.  He said that this is a ratio of asking price to fair market values.  Mr. Hogbin stated that offers up to $4,500.00 per acre which 25 to 39 acres receive 100 points and 40 acres and up receive 200 points.

The next change is the preference to cover all areas of the county whether the property offered is contiguous or appurtenant to working farms.  Mr. Hogbin stated that 50 points are given if no farms have previously been eased in that part of the county.  

Mr. Hogbin stated that the next change reflects the cap on offers per acre.  He said that offers will be capped at $6,500.00 per acre regardless of appraised value of the conservation easement per acre.  Offers in excess of $6,500.00 per acre will not be considered valid offers until amended by the landowner.  The per acre cap shall be reviewed on an annual basis and recommended changes forwarded to the County Commission.  

The fifth change is regarding amendments and guidelines.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the County Commission must approve by formal vote, all fee simple purchases and donations, as well as donation of conservation easements.  He said that the application cycle ends June 30 of each year.  Mr. Hogbin stated that mature forest points will be awarded only for tracts of 15 contiguous acres or more.  He said that like donations, purchase will typically be made of tracts 10 acres or more unless special circumstances apply.  Mr. Hogbin stated that applicants must indicate the general area for retained development rights and acreage excluded from the offer during the ranking process.  

Mr. Hogbin stated that the Board currently has twenty applications and with these changes that number will increase.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he wanted to remind the Commissioners that the Farmland Protection Board has been very mindful of the Commission’s concerns and they have addressed each of those concerns.

President Teufel asked Mr. Hogbin is those properties that are grandfathered in would be subject to the caps.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they will be subject to the caps and they will pick up the points.  

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Bentley if he had the opportunity to review these changes.  Mr. Bentley stated that he did not have the opportunity to review the changes but he would and return next week with his recommendations.  President Teufel stated that the issue will be placed on next week’s agenda.

The next issue that Mr. Hogbin brought before the Commission today was regarding the conservation easement recording of Boydville.  He said that the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board owns Boydville and is currently in negotiations with parties and the process is going very slowly.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the Board would like to move forward and the Executive Director has recommended that we record the easement and it may not be necessary for the Commission to take action.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission will not have to take any formal action on this issue.  He said that he feels that putting Boydville in an easement is a great idea.  President Teufel stated that he is supportive of the issue after Mr. Bentley has the opportunity to review.  He asked to have the issue placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, Berkeley County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Crawford Building Construction Proposals – Discussion/Action

Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action

Dunn Building Construction Project Proposals – Discussion/Action

Bid Award Recommendation – Building Commission Audit – Discussion/Action

Order – E-911 Fees – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Community Relations Advisory Council – Status – Discussion/Action

Encumbrances – 2006-07 Budget – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – Jefferson County Commission – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith regarding the resignation of Clark McDaniel effective May 31, 2007.  Mr. McDaniel held the position of Animal Control Officer.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Clark McDaniel with regret.  He requested that a letter of appreciation be forwarded to Mr. McDaniel.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Resignation – A letter was received from County Engineer William Teach informing the Commission of the resignation of Monte Anderson effective May 18, 2007.  Mr. Anderson held the position of Building Inspector.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Anderson.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Resignation – A letter of resignation was received from Melissa Weisenburg effective May 17, 2007.  Ms. Weisenburg held the position of Dispatcher at Center Dispatch.  She will, however, continue to work as a Dispatcher on a part time basis.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Weisenburg.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Judicial Center Requests – Ms. Hammond stated that she met with 911 Director Mary Kackley, City of Martinsburg Police Captain Ted Anderson and Barb Barkley on Monday regarding the Judicial Center alarm.  She said that questions from that meeting were forwarded to John Garruto of InterTech.  Ms. Hammond stated that a revised quote was received from InterTech in the amount of $4,761.00.  She explained that this is a redundancy system at the City of Martinsburg Police Department and will be paid for out of the Circuit Court Fund.  President Teufel asked Ms. Hammond if funding was available in that account.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase of the alarm.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

5. Bid Award Recommendation-Building Commission Audit – Ms. Hammond stated that a recommendation has been received for Mr. Davis.  Mr. Davis is a former employee of Cox Hollida and the total amount of the bid is $4,950.00 which is reasonable for a two-year audit.  The cost will be paid for out of the Building Commission Fund.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the recommendation on the Building Commission audit bid.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

6. Order-E911 Fees – An Order establishing Fund 19 for the 911 Fee Fund was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond stated that Paul Shroyer recommended the establishment of this fund and it will enable us to place all of the 911 fees in that fund so it will not inflate the unencumbered fund balance.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to endorse the order to establish Fund 19.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

7. Cancelled Check Order – A Cancelled Check Order was presented to the Commission for their approval.  If action is taken to approve the Order, check #0001919 in the amount of $845.00 to Glock, Inc.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

8. Community Relations Advisory Council-Status – Ms. Hammond stated that this Council was not created by Statute.  She said that the Commission wanted to be sure that they were in compliance with the EOE.  Ms. Hammond stated that for the past few years the Council has not been an active board.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if they served a valuable service while they were active.  Ms. Hammond stated that they did an annual report to the Commission on hiring practices.  She said that once we hired a Human Resources Director all of these types of issues were covered.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to dissolve the Community Relations Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

9. Encumbrances – Ms. Hammond stated that last week there were outstanding encumbrances and some were approved.  She said that in the past the Commission has provided the department heads and elected officials with a date certain for encumbrances.  Ms. Hammond stated that we have a deadline of June 10, 2007 for the last State Budget revision.  President Teufel requested that the deadline for encumbrances requests be June 1, 2007.  His fellow Commissioners agreed.

10. Correspondence-Jefferson County Commission – A letter was received from the Jefferson County Commission regarding the Berkeley County Commission’s proposed summit for the three Eastern Panhandle counties.  President Teufel stated that they suggested that we schedule the summit in early July, perhaps the second week in July.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the date not fall on a Thursday and that he would take the lead on this issue.

11. Crawford Building Completion Plans – Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission received the 90% completion plans for the Crawford Building.  She said that Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM has requested written comments on the plans within the next two weeks and then he will be scheduled on the Commission agenda.  

12. Kimco Property – Ms. Hammond stated that the compression report is back from Triad on the Kimco Property.  She said that Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell is working on a proposal and he needs to know just how to handle the compression.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he feels that the sink hole needs to be addressed.  Ms. Hammond stated that Triad can not give us that proposal.  President Teufel stated that perhaps we can look at a rain garden.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with President Teufel but it would be Kimco’s nickel regarding the depression and our nickel on the rain garden.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

Approved:______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President      

