Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                April 26, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

Rev. John Brooks, Gary Collis, Rebecca Harshman , Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Deborah Barthlow, W. Randy Smith, Tina Combs, Rick Wachtel, Bill Walkup, Steve Aberegg, Jay Russell

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. John Brooks of the Trinity United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Rebecca Harshman.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of April 23, 2007 was presented to the Commission for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 9 to Alexander Hamilton Int. in the amount of $29.20.  Deborah Hammond, County Administrator, stated that Alexander Hamilton, Int. is a publisher and the order was for performance appraisals updates.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the March 27, 2007 and March 29, 2007 Commission meetings were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The first set of minutes that were presented was those of the March 27 2007.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 27, 2007 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The minutes of the March 29, 2007 Commission meeting were then presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 29, 2007 Commission meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exoneration to the Commissioners for their approval.  

1. Walker, Richard E. – District 07 – Ticket #41148 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,750.00.  Wrong Class.  Should be Class II.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exoneration as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Gooden for agreeing to open his office at 8:00 a.m. beginning July 1, 2007.  The Commission took action during the budget sessions to start opening the County offices at 8:00 a.m. for the convenience of the public.  The Engineering Office’s hours are from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. while all of the other offices open at 9:00 a.m. and close at 5:00 p.m.  The Commission felt that it would be more convenient for the public if all of the offices of the County opened at 8:00 a.m. and closed at 5:00 p.m. especially for those needing assistance from not only the Engineering Office but also the Planning Commission.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that the District has been averaging approximately 50 taps each month  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Water District spoke with the local banks regarding the ability to scan checks and there is a bank that will provide the service at no expense.  He said that charge card payments averages about $1.00 per customer and they have about 11,000 customers.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he toured the airport and was very impressed with the amount of money that is going into the airport project.  He said that they will have a workforce of about 2,000 people.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission and reported that they discussed the Rumsey House and what will happen to that structure.  He stated that in the beginning the house was to be torn down but now Whitmore Construction will try to save the structure and then attempt to sell it.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Rumsey House has greatly deteriorated and it will take a lot of rehabilitation.  He said that if Whitmore Construction can not restore the structure than it will probably come down. 

President Teufel brought up the recent request made by the Sheriff regarding the purchase of additional radios.  Ms. Hammond stated that there were 10 radios at Central Dispatch at the time the Sheriff made his request.  President Teufel stated that his concern is whether we need to order extra radios.  Ms. Hammond stated that the radios at Central Dispatch were used by the Engineering Office for a period of less than a year and her personal feeling is there is no need to purchase additional radios.  

President Teufel stated that the Assessor’s Office will be operating under the new staggered hours and will be opening his office at 8:00 a.m. beginning July 1, 2007.

President Teufel stated that he and Commissioner Stubblefield were at Quad Graphics to celebrate the opening of their new medical facilities.  He said that it was a great day for their employees and families.  President Teufel stated that Quad Graphics should be commended.  Governor Manchin was also present at that the celebration.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Ryan Frankenberry was invited to come before the County Commission last week for a brief interview regarding an appointment to a Board or Commission.  The Commission discussed appointing Mr. Frankenberry to the Farmland Protection Board but there was a question of Mr. Frankenberry’s eligibility.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that his sense is if the Commission receives a letter of endorsement from the Farm Bureau and the Conservation District then the issue should not be of concern.  President Teufel stated that he didn’t want the Commission to over step their bounds and he felt that the vacancy will be difficult to fill.  President Teufel stated that there is a vacancy on the Nuisance Appeal Board; perhaps Mr. Frankenberry would be interested in serving on that Board.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of April and May

The Commission calendars for the months of April and May were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. April 27, 2007 – The Children’s Memorial Flag Raising Ceremony will begin at 10:00 a.m. at the Berkeley County Judicial Center.

2. May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24, and 31st, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of April and May

The Board and Commission calendars for the months of April and May were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. April 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

2. April 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Re:

Deborah Barthlow, Region III Director



Children’s Home Society of West Virginia



Children’s Memorial Flag Day

Deborah Barthlow, Director of Region III of the Children’s Home Society of West Virginia, came before the County Commission to discuss the Children’s Memorial Flag Day and request a proclamation proclaiming April 27, 2007 as Children’s Memorial Flag Day.  The actual flag raising ceremony will be held on April 27, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the Berkeley County Judicial Center. 

President Teufel read the following proclamation aloud:

Proclamation

Children’s Memorial Flag Day

April 27, 2007

WHEREAS, the Child Welfare League of America has promoted the Children’s Memorial Flag as a way of memorializing the thousands of children and teenagers in the United States who die violently each year; and

WHEREAS, each year numerous local government agencies become involved in an impressive bipartisan effort, flying the flag or arranging for related events to memorialize children; and

WHEREAS, the Children’s Memorial Flag has become a recognizable symbol of the need to do a better job of protecting children; and

WHEREAS, the response of the public has been overwhelmingly positive as the program progresses each year; and

WHEREAS, approximately 3 million children are reported abused and neglected in this country each year, and

WHEREAS, the effects of child abuse are felt by whole communities and need to be addressed by the entire community; and

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention programs succeed because of partnerships created among social service agencies, schools, religious and civic organizations, law enforcement agencies, and the business community; and

WHEREAS, all citizens should become more aware of the negative effects of child abuse and its prevention within their communities and become involved in supporting parents to raise their children in a safe, nurturing environment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Berkeley County Commission does hereby proclaim Friday, April 27, 2007 as Children’s Memorial Flag Day in Berkeley County and urge all citizens to memorialize the thousands of children across the country who die violently each year.  I call upon all citizens to increase their participation in efforts to prevent child abuse, thereby strengthening the communities in which we live.

Signed this 26th day of April, 2007.

/s/ Steven C. Teufel, President                                 Attest:

/s/ Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner                       John W. Small, Jr.

/s/ William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner              County Clerk

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the proclamation proclaiming Friday, April 27, 2007 as Children’s Memorial Flag Day in Berkeley County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Mr. Bentley stated that the Children’s Home Society of West Virginia is a big organization and does great work across the State.  Ms. Hammond stated that they are doing a great job locally.  She said that Berkeley County will be one of 55 counties that will be flying that flag tomorrow.

Re:

The Honorable W. Randy Smith



William Teach, County Engineer



Proposed Committee for County Beautification – Discussion/Action

Sheriff W. Randy Smith and County Engineer William Teach came before the County Commission regarding the proposed committee for county beautification.  Sheriff Smith stated that his department is doing what they can regarding litter and what they do is parallel with the duties of the proposed Beautification Enhancement Board.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the plan is to hire a Litter Control Officer.  Sheriff Smith stated that the idea has a lot of merit and by hiring a civilian, instead of a deputy, there is cost saving and you may be able to get funding through the legislature for a vehicle.  He emphasized that this would be a partnership between the Litter Control Officer and Law Enforcement because a deputy does have the power to arrest.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the next step is to have legal counsel draft an Ordinance and then we can form a County Beautification Enhancement Board.  He said that the Commission will then advertise and hire the officer.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission has to be careful how will the position be funded?  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the position can be funded out of Engineering’s Special Fund.  President Teufel stated that the Commission developed that fund a number of years ago to have the funding to demolish properties in the county.  

Sheriff Smith then discussed the issue of abandoned vehicles and the need to set up a fund for the removal of those vehicles.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that REAP may be a funding source.  

Commissioner Stubblefield requested that a meeting be scheduled with the Sheriff, Mr. Teach, Ms Hammond and himself to discuss the issue of the County Beautification Enhancement Board and the position of Litter Control Officer.

Re:

West Virginia Association of Counties

President Teufel stated that currently each Elected Office supports the West Virginia Association of Counties (WVACO).  He said that he was asked again this year by their Executive Director if the Berkeley County Commission would consider rejoining the organization.  President Teufel stated that the Commission had chosen not to continue with their membership to the WVACO and he said that he would like to look at this issue again and consider joining again.  He said that there are a lot of things being done without the Commission’s involvement and he further stated that the Commission needs to be proactive.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he feels the Commission should be a member of the WVACO for a lot of reasons.  He said that we are a team with local officials and with the State as well.  Commissioner Collins agreed.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to rejoin the West Virginia Association of Counties.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission will not be invoiced until July.  President Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to Patti Hamilton of the WVACO informing her of the Commission’s action.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law

Reformation of Berkeley County Commission and Proposed Steps for Correction – (House Bill No. 3269) – Discussion/Action 


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, came before the Commissioners today with House Bill No. 3269 regarding the reformation of the Berkeley County Commission and proposed steps for correction.  Mr. Bentley provided the Commission with a draft resolution and stated that he would assume that the Governor will place the issue in the special session and then for election this November.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would suggest that the issue be presented at the regular session and not the special session of the State Legislature.  Mr. Bentley stated that he read the House Bill cautiously and technically and he said that we must first request a session of the Legislature to deal with the issue.  President Teufel stated that the Commission did apply but then hit a snag.  He said that we are providing them with additional information.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that, based on the caution of legal counsel, and his request to some of the legislatures to check on the issue in Charleston, he said that he felt we would best be served tabling the issue for two weeks until we hear from the legislative lawyers.

Re:

William Walkup, Eastern WV Regional Airport Authority



Report on Quarterly Activities of Airport Authority – Discussion

William Walkup and Rick Wachtel of the Eastern WV Regional Airport Authority came before the County Commission to provide them with a report on their quarterly activities.  Mr. Walkup stated that, under the AIPFAA Airport Improvement Program, the old terminal was demolished.  He said that in 2007 they anticipate expanding the parking lot, the mid-field, the taxiway and the loop road.  Mr. Walkup stated that they expect a grant offer from the FAA in June or July.  He stated that the RFP is out for the revision of their operating standards.  

Mr. Walkup stated that the museum work is currently underway and Phase I should be completed this fall.  He said that the museum will display artifacts, propellers and such.  Mr. Walkup stated that they have employed the services of a consultant to work with them on the museum and he said that it will be quite impressive.

Mr. Walkup stated that, as far as the 167th Airlift Wing of the West Virginia Air National Guard, he spoke with Col. Burkhart and they are currently out to bid on the east end and the mid field that expends to Paynes Ford Road.  He said that the last portion of the runway project should begin next spring.  Mr. Walkup stated that additional construction will begin in the spring of 2008.  He said that the 20,000 square foot hanger will house one of eight C5s.  Mr. Walkup also stated that the crosswind runway is in the works and they should be starting that project in June or July.

Mr. Wachtel stated that the cost of paving and lighting is 3.4 million dollars.  He said that Congress is not earmarking funds for the project but they do have a good relationship with Senator Byrd.  

Mr. Walkup stated that they received their 2006 audit report and it was found to be favorable.

Mr. Wachtel stated that there is a group determining the demand for a commuter service.  He said that they are hopeful that they can attract intrastate commuter service to destinations such as Charleston and Morgantown.  Mr. Wachtel stated that if they are successful with the commuter service, the earliest those flights would begin would be 15 months from now.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Hammonds Mill Townhouses Phase 6 – Discussion/Action 


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office came before the County Commission regarding an Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Hammonds Mill Townhouses Phase 6.  


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed the agreement and found everything in order.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the agreement for Hammonds Mill Townhouses Phase 6.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Items – Discussion/Action 


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following hiring recommendations and changes in status items to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Termination – Notice was received from Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely of the termination of Judy Aabel effective April 13, 2007.  Ms. Aabel was a part time legal assistant.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the termination of Ms. Aabel.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Kevin Hose as a deputy sheriff effective April 30, 2007.  If action is taken to approve the hiring, Mr. Hose will earn a yearly salary of $30,548.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Kevin Hose as a deputy sheriff effective April 30, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from County Engineer William Teach requesting approval to hire Bradley Benson as a building inspector.  If approved, Mr. Benson will earn $28,330.00 per year.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he sat in on the interview and he was very impressed with Mr. Benson.  He then made a motion to approve the hiring of Bradley Benson.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

4. Resignation – A notice was received from 911 Director Mary Kackley informing the Commission of the resignation of Dawna Beam effective April 16, 2007.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Beam.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Request for Additional Cameras – Prosecuting Attorney – Discussion/Action

Drop Box – Judicial Center – Discussion/Action


Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission with a request for additional cameras for the Prosecuting Attorney’s office and an after hours drop box for the deposit of paperwork going to the magistrates.  Mr. Russell stated that, after speaking with Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM, Mr. Hjermstad suggested that the County purchase 156 additional cameras because of the renovation to the Crawford Building in the near future.  Mr. Russell stated that the County would save money in the long run by purchasing all of the cameras now.  He asked the Commission if they would allow him to contact Intertech for pricing. 


President Teufel asked Mr. Russell if there would be a significant savings if all of the cameras were ordered at once.  Mr. Russell stated that there may be a possible increase in the cost if we wait until the renovations are completed on the Crawford Building.  Ms. Hammond stated that cameras are one of the few items that can be purchased through the Court Security Grant.  She said that next March’s application can include the cost of the cameras.


President Teufel asked how important it is to order the cameras for the Prosecuting Attorney at this time.  Mr. Russell stated that the Prosecuting Attorney stated that she was not in any hurry at this time.  President Teufel stated that if we can wait and order all of the cameras at once then perhaps we can save ourselves some money.  He suggested that Mr. Russell wait at this time.


The next issue was regarding a drop box for the magistrates.  Mr. Russell stated that he has worked on this for a period of three months and he does not recommend that the County spend $7,000.00 for a “through the glass” drop box.  He said that we can go with a scan card to access just the front area of the Judicial Center.  Mr. Russell stated that the Sheriff had a different point of view.  He said that the Sheriff wanted the drop box in the secured area of the parking area which would give the magistrates the incentive to park in that area.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he didn’t feel that the magistrates should have to go out in the weather to clean out a drop box.  He said that he would rather have the scan cards.  President Teufel stated that he agreed with Commissioner Stubblefield and supported the scan cards.  


Ms. Hammond stated that Mr. Russell is doing a tremendous job.  She said that since Judge Sanders is the Supervising Judge this year, the issue should go back to him.  President Teufel stated that Commissioner Stubblefield will be traveling with Judge Sanders next week and perhaps he can bring the issue to the Judge’s attention.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that they look at a number code instead of key cards.  Ms. Hammond stated that this is an issue for the Policies and Procedures Committee.   She said that the County Commission can not make any decisions for the Judges.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Committee is not meeting and that is why these issues are coming before the County Commission.


Commissioner Collins stated that he has another issue that has to be discussed and asked to have an executive session scheduled in two weeks and invite Judge Sanders and Mr. Russell to that meeting.  He said that this issue can only be settled by the Judge.


Mr. Russell stated that 126 West King Street has a tremendous amount of carbon paper stored on the third floor.  He said that he will be recycling that paper through the Rescue Mission.  


President Teufel stated that he walked through 110 West King Street and it looks great.  He said that Mr. Russell and his staff did a tremendous job renovating that building.


President Teufel stated that he spoke with the Circuit Clerk and she is not in favor of moving her records from 126 West King Street.  He suggested that the Commission send a letter to the Red Cross informing them that until we can get the Circuit Clerk’s records moved to the Crawford Building they will have to find some place else to go.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that after we told them that we would provide housing for them he didn’t feel it was fair to turn around and ask them to leave.  President Teufel stated that the Commission asked the Circuit Clerk to move her records back to 126 West King Street from Records Management and it has been a great savings to the County.  He said that now we are asking her to move her records again.  President Teufel asked if the Commission was working with the Elected Officials or dictating what they can do.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he did not have a problem with that part of the equation.  He said that we told the Red Cross that we had a place for them to move and now we are telling them at the last minute that they have to leave; that is not fair.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that they are going to be doing long term planning for funding for a new building.  Commissioner Collins stated that he couldn’t see the difference between the first floor of 126 West King Street and the third floor.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that another option would be to keep the Spring Street building and let the Red Cross stay at that location for another year.  Commissioner Collins stated that that is not an option.  President Teufel stated that we can move them to 119 West King Street for a year.  Following further discussions on the issue, President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.


Mr. Russell stated that he accompanied Jack Dempsey of the Federal Building to the IRS Building on Route 9 and was amazed with the amount of furniture they have stored at that location.   He said that the furniture needs to be moved by the end of May.  Mr. Russell stated that the furniture looks brand new and consists of thousands of chairs, conference tables and desks.  He said that there will be no charge for the furniture and they will load the trucks.  Mr. Russell stated that he would like to use the Martins building to store this furniture.  He said that there is enough furniture to fill the Crawford Building.  President Teufel suggested that the Commission take a look at the furniture next week.


Mr. Russell stated that he forwarded requisitions to the Commission for their approval.  He said that the requisitions are for 110 West King Street for the cleaning of the carpet by LeScrub.  He said that the total for this service is $696.40.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the requisitions as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Crawford Building Proposals – Discussion/Action



Kimco Property Proposals – Discussion/Action



Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action



State Budget Revision #6 – Discussion/Action



Thrasher Engineering Requisition #8 – Discussion/Action



Proclamation – National Day of Prayer – Discussion/Action

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator, presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:  

1. Crawford Building Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any Crawford Building proposals to present to the Commission this week.

2. Kimco Property Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any Kimco Property Proposals to present to the Commission this week.

3. Judicial Center Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any Judicial Center proposals to present to the Commission this week.

4. State Budget Revision #6 – Ms. Hammond presented the Commissioners with State Budget Revision #6.  She stated that at this point we will be moving monies to deficit lines.  The receipts on the Budget Revision reflected figures that were above projections while the expenditures reflected reimbursements for training, insurance reimbursements, and the deficit for the annual payments on vehicles.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept Budget Revision #6 and approve the resolution that will accompany the document to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

5. Thrasher Engineering Requisition #8 – Requisition #8 regarding the Inwood Stormwater Management project was received from Thrasher Engineering.  Once the Commission takes action on the requisition it will be forwarded to the Conservation District for payment.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve payment for Requisition #8 regarding the Inwood Stormwater Management project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

6. Proclamation – National Day of Prayer – Ms. Hammond stated that the next issue is the annual proclamation for the National Day of Prayer.  This year, Thursday, May 3rd was proclaimed as the National Day of Prayer and services will begin at 12:00 noon at the Martinsburg/Berkeley County Library.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the proclamation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

7. Engineering/Planning Emergency Request – Ms. Hammond stated that she received an emergency request from the Engineering Office and the Planning Office.  Commissioner Collins stated that we instituted a project in those offices to scan their records into the server.  While doing that, the server was filled to capacity and now that problem has to be corrected as soon as possible.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the emergency request of the Engineering Office and the Planning Office.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President      

