Berkeley County Commission Meeting                           March 27, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:

Approval of Agenda

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for changes or additions, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Levy Estimate Approval – Fiscal Year 2007-08 – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Public Hearing that was held on the Levy Estimate was non-eventful.  He said that the preparation of the budget by Ms. Hammond and the other office staff was appreciated.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he was disappointed with the Journal and their reporting on the Levy Estimate.  Commissioner Collins stated that he and Ms. Hammond are working with the Journal regarding the exact amounts.  The Journal gave its readers the impression that Berkeley County is paying salaries above those paid in surrounding areas.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like to see the article before it is published in the Journal.  

President Teufel stated that the Commission has had highs and lows, pros and cons but all of the benefits are intact.  He said that the Levy Rate was rolled back and everyone got salary raises.  President Teufel stated that we have a balanced budget.  Ms. Hammond stated that the budget was balanced on March 1, 2007; the only thing left was to answer any questions that were posed.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Hammond if the Commission ever used the unencumbered fund balance to pay down debt.  Ms. Hammond stated that before the current Commissioners were seated the Commission paid on the debt for 110 West King Street and 126 West King Street.  She said that they also paid off the swimming pool at War Memorial Park in one year.  

President Teufel stated that he would like to have a list of things that were not covered in the budget.  He said that he would like to address the Outside Agencies again.  

Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the Levy Estimate for fiscal year 2007-08.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Request for Check Scanning Research – Report on Findings – Discussion/Action 

Request for Card Access – Dunn Building Bathroom – Grant Research Report and Findings – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Check Scanning Research – Ms. Hammond stated that she attempted to do research on the check scanning device.  She said that she spoke with Renee Davis of Centra Bank and was informed that the gentleman that could provide that information was on vacation.  Ms. Hammond stated that the gentleman will return next week and she will touch base with him at that time.

2. Card Access-Dunn Building Bathroom-Grant Research – Ms. Hammond stated that she did a follow-up on the 2003 grant that provided $25,000.00 for the construction of the new restrooms on the second floor of the Dunn Building.  She said that she spoke with Kelly Workman with the State and discussed the issue with her.  The issue was directed to Debbie Legg, Ms. Workman’s manager.  A copy of Ms. Legg’s e-mail response was included in the Commission packet today.  Ms. Legg stated in her e-mail that her office would not support a restriction on the use of the restrooms given that the building is a public facility and that restrictions were not part of the initial approval for the change in scope.  President Teufel stated that he was not in favor of restricting the use of those restrooms because other agencies use those facilities.  Ms. Hammond stated that the private restroom in the Assessor’s Office for employees is a third possibility.  Commissioner Collins stated that Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell checks the restroom each morning.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if Mr. Russell found any problems.  Commissioner Collins responded by saying no. 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Approved:____________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

