Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                         March 15, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission

Pamela Swartwood, Rev. Robert Hill, Gwen Campbell, Pamela Games-Neely, Carolyn Zdziera, Steve Aberegg, Gail Remenick, Jay Russell, Preston Gooden, Patsy Kilmer, W. Randy Smith, Barb Burkhart, Karen Young, Gary Wine, Curtis Keller, Chad Biller

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Robert Hill, Retired, of the First Presbyterian Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Carolyn Zdziera of the Community Alternative to Violence is scheduled to come before the Commission today at 10:40 a.m.  He said that Ms. Zdziera is not asking for funding; she wants to discuss the organization with the Commission.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of March 12, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Collins questioned a purchase order on page 1 to Visionair, Inc. in the amount of $3,106.69.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is a software maintenance contract that was purchased for the CAD system.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 14 to Motorola in the amount of $118,330.94.  Ms. Hammond stated that it was for the agreement with Motorola for the repeater installed at the Judicial Center through a change order.  She said that Mary Kackley, Director of 911, signed off on the agreement.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked if the funds would be taken out of the 911 fees.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.



Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, stated that on page 18 there is a purchase order for his firm of Bowles, Rice, McDavid, Graff and Love.  He said that one of the entries on the invoice, in the amount of $3,127.61, will be reimbursed to the County.  He said that the Berkeley County Development Authority paid the firm for the Blue Sky Contract and that amount will be returned to the Commission.  



Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the February 16, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden did not have any correction of assessments, apportionment of assessment applications or consolidation of properties applications to present to the Commission today.

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



Commissioner Collins stated that he did not have any reports to present today.



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District on Monday and reported that they had one request presented to them by a developer.  He said that the District installs a meter and began charging for the water before the tap is made and water is being used.  The developer requested them not to do that and the District obliged.  



Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Finance Committee of the Berkeley County Development Authority last night and reported that they are looking at bonds, roads and utilities at the Tabler Station Business Park.



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that a letter was sent to Charleston requesting that Region VII of the Workforce Investment Board be separated into two districts.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there is a problem regarding signing the lease for the Workforce Investment Board’s move to the General Motors Building.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there is a conference scheduled for tomorrow and if a contract is not signed they will be working out of cars.  He said that he feels that the lease will be signed.

President Teufel stated that he met this morning with OES Director Steve Allen regarding the old piece of equipment that will be given to Hampshire County.  He said that he will be calling Hampshire County Officials to make sure the equipment is maintained properly.  

President Teufel stated that the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will be providing a press release regarding their acceptance of air conditioners at the South Berkeley location.

President Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board and reported that they are in the process of negotiating with Triad for site work at the new location of the Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Department.  He said that last year $100,000.00 was set aside for the Fire Board and if the grant does not come through they will be asking to re-appropriate the funds.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked President Teufel how much the study will cost.  President Teufel stated that he was not sure how much it will cost at this point in time.  

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the current vacancies on the Berkeley County Fire Board are for the volunteers that are recommended from the area fire halls.  He said that there are three recommendations included in today’s packet but he would like to wait to see if any more recommendations are received.

President Teufel stated that there are three applications in today’s packet; one for the Planning Commission and two for the Development Authority.  He said that there are no vacancies on the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there are no vacancies on the Development Authority.  President Teufel requested that the applications be held in place until a vacancy opens.  He asked Commissioner Stubblefield if he knew of any vacancies on the Senior Services Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he has not had the opportunity to meet with them but when he does he will raise the question.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of March and April

The updated Commission calendars for the months of March and April were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. March 20, 2007 – A Budget Work Session is scheduled for 2:00 p.m.

2. March 22, 2007 – A Public Hearing is scheduled on the Levy beginning at 7:00 p.m.

3. March 27, 2007 – A Special Meeting of the County Commission is scheduled to begin at 2:30 p.m.

4. March 28, 2007 – The Budget is due in Charleston.

5. March 22nd and 29th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings.

6. April 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings.

7. April 17, 2007 – The County Commission will meet to lay the Levy beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of March and April

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of March and April were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. March 19, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. March 20, 2007 – Parks and Recreation will meet.

3. March 20, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

4. March 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

5. March 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

6. March 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection will meet.

7. March 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

8. March 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

Re:

The Honorable Pamela Jean Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney

Presentation of Fiscal Year 2007-08 – Prosecuting Attorney Budget – Discussion


Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely came before the County Commission to present her budget for fiscal year 2007-08.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she forwarded two budgets to the Commission; one totaling $1.5 million dollars and on totaling $1.4 million dollars.  She said that the smaller budget included an additional Assistant Prosecuting Attorney but with the fourth Judge she said that she would need another Assistant in June.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she also added a request to change both her part time secretary and part time investigator to full time positions.  She said that most other costs are normal.  


Ms. Games-Neely stated that she applied for the VOCA Grant and a part time Victims Advocate will be needed if approved.  She said that she would know if approval is received on the grant in July.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Games-Neely if all of her Assistants work in Berkeley County.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that sometime they have to go out of the County but we are reimbursed for that.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Games-Neely if the additional Judge has increased her workload.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that it gets complicated trying to work with the Judges’ schedules but it should smooth out soon.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Games-Neely if there is any opportunity for the Judges to redistribute the workload.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that the Judges will do what they want and we can’t really do that.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the problem is that it is costly and it affects the budget.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she really doesn’t have that type of control and it is up to the Judges and the Supreme Court. 


President Teufel stated that everything in the Prosecutor’s budget looks like it is in line but he would like to have the opportunity to discuss her budget.  He said that he would like to hold out for now on the new personnel.  President Teufel stated that he supports the addition of one Assistant now but then he would like to take a look at the additional Assistant later in the year.  Mr. Bentley stated that Senate Bill 400 anticipates that this Circuit will not get another Judge in 2008.  President Teufel stated that there may not be an additional Judge in 2008 but when the census figures come out that issue may change.  Mr. Bentley stated that Berkeley County will get another Family Court Judge in 2008.


President Teufel stated that since Ms. Games-Neely’s budget is in line regarding the figure he said that he didn’t feel that she will need to return to discuss it any further.

Re:

Carolyn Zdziera – Community Alternative to Violence



Report on Goals and Objective – Discussion/Action

Carolyn Zdziera, Executive Director of the Community Alternative to Violence, came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the Program’s goals and objectives.  Ms. Zdziera stated that Community Alternatives to Violence works with men and women involved in domestic violence cases.  She said that the Program believes that domestic violence has societal and historical roots and that our participants have a need for power and control which simply is not successful in their relationships at home.  Ms. Zdziera stated that the men and women who come to them are not the severely physically abusive individuals you hear about, but those who have been adjudicated by one of the area Courts for certain types of abusive behavior, including threats, harassment, and in some cases physically abusive acts.  She said that the Program then becomes a mandated part of the Family Protection order, or other sentencing.  Ms. Zdziera stated that volunteers are also referred to them from a variety of sources.  She said that once the men and/or women are referred to them there is a thorough evaluation, since we know that we can only help those who are willing to admit responsibility, at the very least, and who are not burdened with severe psychological or addiction issues.  Ms. Zdziera stated that if these individuals are accepted, they begin a rigorous 32-week psycho-educational program which utilizes a 25-year old curriculum, so successful that it has been translated into 26 different languages around the world.  She said that their participants must also pay for the total program, which can run anywhere from $700.00 to $1,500.00 depending on the participant’s income.  Ms. Zdziera stated that the dollars are rolled back into the Program, making it the most self-sustaining program in the area not using taxpayer dollars as incarceration does.  However, Ms. Zdziera stated that the Program is trying to get some sort of commitment.  She said that they have to subsidize some of the people in the Program plus they would like to expand the Program.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he met with Ms. Zdziera and the Board and he is impressed with what they do.  He said that they have a 96% success rate.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Ms. Zdziera if she had any idea of the re-arrest rate for those who did not go through the Program.  Ms. Zdziera responded by saying no.  She said that a lot do drop out of their Program and they have had some wanting to return to the Program.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission has already had presentations and discussions on the upcoming budget for fiscal year 2007-08.  H said that he would encourage Ms. Zdziera to submit a request for funding next year.  

President Teufel asked Ms. Zdziera if she knew the total number of domestic violence cases per year.  Ms. Zdziera stated that they receive clients from the Family Court and the Criminal Court.  She said that she did not have the figures but the number of pending cases has increased 100%.  Ms. Zdziera stated that there were between 700 and 800 cases that went through Family Court last year.  She said that their Program is asking the Courts to add them into their sentencing.  Ms. Zdziera stated that they received about 20% of the cases that went through Family Court and about 50% of those cases were alcohol related.  She said that AA is part of their Program.

Re:

RFP Opening – Berkeley County Commission Audit – Discussion

An RFP for the Berkeley County Commission Audit was scheduled to be opened today at 11:00 a.m.  A total of two RFPs were submitted from the following firms: 

1. Lisa Thornburg, CPA - $34,000.00

2. Gibbons Kawash – Different rates and determinations. 

President Teufel stated that both RFPs would be forwarded to the staff for recommendation.

 Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept both RFPs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Storm Water Management Facilities – Essroc Italcement and Butler’s Bridge Subdivision – Discussion/Action 


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Office came before the County Commission requesting approval of Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Storm Water Management Facilities for Essroc Italcement and Butler’s Bridge Subdivision.  


Mr. Bentley stated that he reviewed both Agreements and found nothing wrong.  He recommended approval by the Commission.


Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Storm Water Management Facilities for Essroc Italcement and Butler’s Bridge Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Gail Remenick State Tax Office

CEF Lease Residual Holding LLC Company – Presentation of Exoneration from State Tax Office – Discussion/Action



Gail Remenick of the West Virginia State Tax Office came before the County Commission to present an exoneration on CEF Lease Residual Holding LLC Company for approval.  Ms. Remenick stated that according to her research nothing had been received from CEF Lease Residual Holding LLC Company for several years but for the year 2006 they sent in a return.  She stated that a bill was sent to them and they paid the taxes.  Ms. Remenick stated that she was contacted in December by a representative of the company stating that he had made a mistake.  She said that CEF Lease Residual Holding LLC Company is a subsidiary of General Electric that was leasing equipment to Royce Hosiery.  Ms. Remenick stated that Royce Hosiery closed its doors in 2004.


Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Remenick how much CEG Lease Residual Holding LLC Company paid.  Ms. Remenick stated that the paid $2,968.92.  Mr. Bentley then asked Mr. Remenick if this company had anything in Berkeley County.  Ms. Remenick responded by saying apparently not.  Mr. Bentley stated the Commission has taken the position in the past to not give refunds; just credit.  He said that he could not see how that money could be given back at this point.  Ms. Hammond stated that when checks come in that money is distributed to all entities so the County can’t issue a check.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission can exonerate.  Ms. Remenick stated that it could be a credit for them if they decide to come back to Berkeley County to do business.  Mr. Bentley stated that that would depend on the number of years.  He said that we could say that if they have a tax bill within the next five years then the County could entertain another request.  President Teufel suggested that the staff draft a letter from the Commission stating that we would entertain a request should they start doing business in Berkeley County within the next five years.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to decline the exoneration.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor



Requisition – Basement Area – 110 West King Street – Discussion/Action



Requisition – LDH Electrical – Circuit Clerk’s Office – Discussion/Action

Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission to present the following requisitions for approval:   

1. Basement Area-110 West King Street – Mr. Russell stated that during his last visit before the Commission, the floor in the basement of 110 West King Street was discussed.  At that time, he said that he informed the Commission of a problem that developed from the type of adhesive that was used when the current carpeting was laid.  The adhesive, when damp, seeped through the carpeting creating terrible stains.  A brief discussion was held at that time regarding what technique could be used to avoid the staining process when the new carpeting was installed.  Mr. Russell stated that he spoke with Berkeley Paint and Decorating and they recommended a sealer that will stop the old adhesive from seeping through and that will be safe to use with the existing substance on the floor.  The cost for the sealer is $1,100.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the recommendation of Mr. Russell to purchase the sealer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. LDH Electrical-Circuit Clerk’s Office – Mr. Russell stated that there has been a request from the Circuit Clerk to install a paper shredder.  He said that the installation will require a three-phase electrical hookup.  Mr. Russell stated that with the amount of shredding in her office, the Circuit Clerk does need the shredder.  He said that, unfortunately, if the all of the stakeholders would have attended the meetings prior to the opening of the Judicial Center the proper electrical outlets would have been done and the cost would have been a lot less.  Commissioner Collins stated that if he needed three-phase electric in his house but didn’t have three-phase service, it could be wired to a single-phase.  Mr. Russell stated that he looked at that but it will not work.  Commissioner Collins stated that he is looking at the estimate.  He asked Mr. Russell how many circuit breakers would be needed.  Mr. Russell stated that one breaker would be needed.  Commissioner Collins then asked Mr. Russell how many receptacles would be needed.  Mr. Russell stated that only one receptacle would be needed.  Commissioner Collins stated that the estimate for the work is $3,196.00 and he felt that it was high.  Mr. Russell stated that he could certainly obtain additional estimates.  Mr. Bentley stated that the request of the Circuit Clerk is for one shredder and three copy machines.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Russell to check with the Circuit Clerk to be sure that one spot for the three-phase service will work and then check with the contractor to see if they are doing multiple receptacles.  Commissioner Collins stated that the cost would have only been between $300.00 and $400.00 if it was done in the beginning but these people didn’t show up at the meetings.  He said that in the future, if the stakeholders don’t attend the meetings regarding renovations then they should be told “no” if they request items such as this after construction has been completed.  

Re:

Mary Kackley, 911 Director

Statewide Addressing Board Report and Presentation of Check – Discussion/Action


911 Director Mary Kackley came before the County Commission to present a check from the West Virginia Addressing Board and to provide the Commissioners with a report on the Board.  Ms. Kackley stated that the check, in the amount of $7,699.85 reflecting 10%, is the first installment of the West Virginia Addressing Board and they requested that she present the check formally to the Commission.  She said that there are different milestones and once the mapping is completed the County will receive a 40% installment and when all of the information is completed for the mapping the County will receive a 50% installment.  Ms. Kackley stated that we will probably get about $63,000.00 total.


A brief discussion took place regarding the 911 fees.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that understands that the Bill in the Legislature regarding the reduction of the 911 fees on wireless communications died and he said our local members deserve credit for that.  Ms. Kackley stated that they deserve the credit along with multiple representatives across the State.  If this Bill would have passed it would have had a devastating effect on the County.

Re:
Steve Allen, OES and Homeland Security Director
Consideration of Equipment Donation – Hampshire County, WV – Discussion/Action


Request for Training Encumbrance – RAMP Training – Discussion/Action



OES and Homeland Security Director Steve Allen came before the County Commission regarding consideration of an equipment donation to Hampshire County, West Virginia and a request for an encumbrance for RAMP Training.



Mr. Allen stated that he understands that there were concerns over a purchase order last week for RAMP Training.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there was not as much concern as there were questions.  Mr. Allen stated that in the past they were unable to get a turn around result for those exposed to white powder.  He said that it generally took three days.  Mr. Allen stated that with the RAMP Training it will take only thirty minutes to receive results.  He said that he is trained in it now but he needs to be certified.  Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Allen how many people will be trained.  Mr. Allen stated that there will be 24 people trained.  Commissioner Collins stated that if 24 people will be trained then the $2,072.70 cost will not be all that expensive.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the RAMP Training.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The next issue was regarding the old HazMat unit that is to be donated to Hampshire County, West Virginia.  Mr. Allen stated that he spoke to the Emergency Response Manager and they have a place to store the HazMat unit inside and out of the elements.  Mr. Allen provided the Commission with the names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of the Hampshire County Commission for their information.

Re:
Recess



Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m. this afternoon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Mike Keller, Bowles Rice McDavid Graff and Love


Presentation of Kimco Contract for Real Estate Purchase – Discussion/Action


Presentation of Triad Proposal – Real Estate Purchase – Discussion/Action



Attorney Mike Keller of the law firm of Bowles Rice McDavid Graff and Love came before the County Commission regarding the real estate purchase of the old Martin’s building and the old CVS building.  Mr. Keller stated that the purchase price will be 3.150 million dollars that will require $50,000.00 down.  He said that he can be the escrow agent for the Commission if they so desire.  Mr. Keller stated that a 60 day due diligence will begin on the date of signature and the Commission is probably looking at a closing date in June.  He said that this period of time will give the County the time to inspect the buildings and the parking area.  Mr. Keller stated that the engineers will need to get right on those issues because of the possibility of a “big ticket” item.  He said that it this should happen the Commission may want to address the sale price.  



President Teufel stated that most of Triad’s work will be in one corner of the lot.  Commissioner Stubblefield expressed his concern over possible sink holes.  He asked Mr. Keller, if sink holes are present, how the Commission would handle that issue.  Mr. Keller stated that if that problem arises we have the due diligence period and the contract can be cancelled or the Commission can go back to the seller and negotiate the selling price.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the contract with Kimco to purchase the old Martin’s building and the old CVS building.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to go forward with the proposal with Triad Engineering, Inc. and approve the contract at a cost of $8,600.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Mr. Bentley stated that on page 14 of the Triad contract should be changed.  He said that the word “Commonwealth” should be stricken and the “State of West Virginia” added.  That correction will be made.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith

Proposal for Preparation of Tax Bills – Sheriff’s Tax Office – Discussion/Action 


Sheriff W. Randy Smith, along with Gary Wine of Software Systems, came before the County Commission regarding a proposal for the preparation of the County’s tax bills.  Sheriff Smith stated that the cost of the proposal looks good.  He said that this will eliminate much of the overtime in his office because Software Systems would be taking that responsibility away from the staff members.


Gary Wine of Software Systems stated that last year they assisted 5 counties in West Virginia to prepare their tax bills.  He said that it is a great way for his company to make money and also help the counties.  Mr. Wine stated that the cost of this service will be $6,854.88 and his company will print the bills, sort the bills and stuff the envelopes.  He said that they can take data from Charleston and put it in the Sheriff’s system.  Mr. Wine stated that address changes will need to be done, along with any other changes, by June 29, 2007.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Wine how they assured that addresses are up to date.  Mr. Wine stated that it goes back to the Assessor.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked how up to date the Sheriff’s Office was.  Mr. Wine stated that the Sheriff’s Tax Office is as up to date as the Assessor’s Office at this point in time.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Mr. Wine if there was a software routine and update that is done by the post office.  Mr. Wine stated that you can run them through the Postal Service and they will validate wrong addresses.  


All three Commissioners unanimously were in favor of Software Systems doing the mailing of the tax bills.

Re:

Gary Wine, Software Systems



Report on Indexing Project – Discussion/Action



Courtroom of the Future – Terms and Conditions – Discussion/Action

Gary Wine of Software Systems came before the County Commission to provide the Commissioners with a report on the Indexing Project and to discuss the Courtroom of the Future. 

The first issue was regarding the Indexing Project.  Mr. Wine stated that he spoke with County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. and the Project has taken a twist.  Mr. Wine stated that Mr. Small has asked the scanners to go back and triple check the documents.  He said that this stops the process of moving forward.

Mr. Wine stated that the new computer system in the Engineering Office is moving along.  He said that County Engineer William Teach should have the design program within the next few weeks on how the program will flow.  Mr. Wine stated that it is “full steam ahead” for that office.  He said that there are about 6 programmers dedicated to that project that should be ready in early fall.

The last issue that Mr. Wine discussed with the Commissioners today was regarding the Courtroom of the Future.  Mr. Wine stated that the Courtroom of the Future is ready whenever the County is ready.  He said that you can go live within 30 days.  Mr. Wine stated that he would strongly suggest that a Committee sit down and discuss the project and then have that Committee come back to the Commission with their recommendations.  Commissioner Stubblefield agreed that this is the right time to do this.  He said that we need someone from Bowles Rice, someone from the County Clerk’s Office, someone from the County Commission’s Office and someone from Software Systems to sit on that Committee.  President Teufel requested that Ms. Hammond represent the County Commission and Attorney Mike Keller represent Bowles Rice.

Re:

Chad Biller, Thrasher Engineering



Curtis Keller, Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District

Request for Joint Sponsorship – Grant Application – Inwood Watershed Project – Discussion/Action


Chad Biller of Thrasher Engineering and Curtis Keller of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District came before the County Commission with a request for joint sponsorship for a grant application regarding the Inwood Watershed Project.  Mr. Biller stated that the Sewer District has requested funding through WVIJVC and to use that money as a match for the Shelley Moore-Capito funding for the Inwood Watershed Project.  He said that this will not obligate the County Commission for more money then they have already provided.  Mr. Biller stated that the Commission would merely be a sponsor.


President Teufel asked Mr. Bentley if he saw a problem with this sponsorship.  Mr. Bentley responded by saying no.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Biller is he could provide him with the amount of the grant.  Mr. Biller stated that the grant is in the amount of $500,000.00.  


Following a brief discussion regarding time lines, Commissioner Collins made a motion to get on board with the Sewer District and authorize the President to sign the necessary documents for the joint sponsorship.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he has a concern if we go too far ahead how the project would be paid for.  Commissioner Collins stated that when they have everything together they can contact us and we will put the issue on the agenda.  Mr. Biller stated that he would be glad to address the Commission in April. 

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Items – Discussion/Action

Judicial Center Requests – Discussion/Action

Inwood Drainage Project – Pay Requisition #7 – Discussion/Action

Budget Work Session – Discussion


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine requesting approval to hire Joycelyn R. Pritts-Jones and Brenda C. Cooperman as full time employees in her office.  If approved, both individuals will earn a yearly salary of $20,295.00 and begin work on March 19, 2007.  Ms. Hammond stated that the funding for the two positions will come out of Fund 428.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the hiring of Ms. Pritts-Jones and Ms. Cooperman.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Judicial Center Request – A request was received from Glenda Elms, Worthless Check Clerk at the Judicial Center.  Ms. Elms is requesting new furniture.  Ms. Hammond stated that there is a lot of very nice furniture that was left from the other offices during the move to the Judicial Center.  President Teufel requested that Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell go through that furniture and find a desk that is appropriate and then make a recommendation to the Commission.

3. Inwood Drainage Project-Pay Requisition #7 – Ms. Hammond stated that the funding for this is being held and administered by the Conservation District.  The Requisition needs action by the County Commission to permit payment.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve Requisition #7 for the Inwood Storm Water Management Project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  The Requisition was in the amount of $38,500.00.

4. Meeting Updates – Ms. Hammond stated that she attended a meeting regarding the Court Security Grant last Friday.  She reported that they formalized the process and they will include proposals along with the support of the Judicial Officers in that application.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Sheriff spoke of the issue of smoking and will be working with Mr. Bentley on a policy.  Mr. Bentley stated that the law says that you can’t smoke within 20 feet of a public building.  He said that he would recommend that the County Commission have a policy to not allow smoking on County owned property.  Otherwise, Mr. Bentley stated that unless you want to fence off an area or identify the area where employees can go and smoke.  President Teufel stated that he would like for Mr. Bentley to work with the Sheriff to draft a policy for Commission approval.    She said that there is a progress meeting scheduled for tomorrow and she said that she has a number of updates.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Judicial Officers are between a rock and a hard place regarding communication issues.  She said that she advised of a breach of contract recommendation and Intertech is supposed to be trying to work through the problems.  President Teufel stated that he looked over the list of issues and visited the Center this morning.  He said that the locks don’t lock.  President Teufel stated that we are aware of the problems but how many more problems will we have to contend with.  He said that we have been patient enough and everything should have been done in December.  President Teufel stated that he is not sure just how much responsibility Brechbill and Helman has in this.  Mr. Bentley stated that it sounds like the General Contractor is trying to be helpful but they just don’t know how responsible the people are from Intertech.  Commissioner Collins stated that we will soon be getting into the Crawford Building and he asked if we could request the General Contractor that they do not hire certain subcontractors.  Mr. Bentley stated that you would think that the General Contractor would not want the headaches.  He said that we need to talk with Brechbill and Helman and DMJM to see if the Commission can rid them of Intertech and replace them with someone dependable.  President Teufel requested that they be scheduled next week.  He said that he asked Mr. Russell to drop in on Deputy McGown on a daily basis and there is a question on what day the contractors can come in.  Mr. Russell stated that his only problem is where his authority lies.  He said that he tried to fix a problem and he was told that he was not to work on the problem.  President Teufel stated that should be tuned over soon and there is a meeting in the Grand Jury Room on Monday.  He said that Judge Wilkes, Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine, Ms. Hammond and himself will attend.  President Teufel stated that all of the stakeholders should be there because this will be the last chance to comment. 

5. Budget Work Session – A “total savings sheet” from the March 13, 2007 Commission Work Session was provided to the Commissioners for their information.  Ms. Hammond stated that there is a tentative meeting with Mr. Russell and LeScrub regarding the reduction of the number of days the offices are cleaned in a week.  The Outside Agencies were addressed On March 13, 2007 along with Account 402 (County Clerk) and Account 413 (Elections).  A gross savings of $19,199.00 resulted from that Work Session.  Also, during that Work Session, Account 403 (Circuit Clerk), Account 406 (Assessor) and Account 408 (State Computer Network) were addressed resulting in an addition of $9,005.00.  The additional amount consisted of adding benefits and salary of a Chief Deputy in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, and additional postage, etc to the Assessor’s Account.  Net savings resulted in $10,194.00.  In the past, the County Commission provided funding to the Development Authority and the Commissioners had requested that the funding be spent for specific uses i.e. marketing campaign.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Development Authority needs to hire an Executive Assistant Director.  The Commissioners agreed that they will work together to decide what issue they will request the Development Authority to address with the funding that is provided by the Commission.  Ms. Hammond stated that there is $50,000.00 in the Police Reserve Account for Capital Outlay that was never spent.  A brief discussion took place regarding the amount of monies that are in the Engineering Account.  President Teufel stated that the Commission can pull funds out of that Account for the GIS Program.  Following a brief discussion regarding the LeScrub Contract, Ms. Hammond stated that a Budget Work Session is scheduled next Tuesday and she will request that Mr. Russell provide the Commissioner with a follow-up on his meeting with LeScrub.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.     

Approved:_______________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

