Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                                  February 22, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Pamela Swartwood, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Gary Collis, Pamela Games-Neely, William Klinglesmith, Lavonne Paden, Alan Davis, Bill Weis, John W. Small, Jr., Jay Russell, Robert Crawford, Brad Unger, W. Randy Smith, Matthew Hjermstad

The Morning Prayer was led by County Assessor Preston Gooden followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gwen Campbell.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of February 19, 2007 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 7 to Psychological Consultants, Inc. in the amount of $250.00.  He asked Ms. Hammond if this procedure is provided to all new employees.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is provided to the new deputies at Law Enforcement.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 9 to the City of Martinsburg in the amount of $2,835.90.  He asked Ms. Hammond what the County was paying for.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is for water and sewer for all of the County’s buildings located within the city limits.



Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 12 to Mary Beth Bennett in the amount of $158.87.  He asked Ms. Hammond if payment was being made through the Extension Service’s budget.  Mr. Hammond responded by saying yes.



Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log presented today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the February 8, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 5 of the minutes, under “Board and Commission Meeting Reports”, the minutes read “Commissioner Collins attended a Public Announcement hosted by Berkeley County Parks and Recreation where the public and the media was informed of a grant, in the amount of $500,000.00, was given to Parks and Recreation toward the expansion of the Berkeley 2000 Recreation Building”.  He said that the minutes should have read “Commissioner Collins attended a Public Announcement hosted by Berkeley County Parks and Recreation where the public and the media was informed of a grant, in the amount of $500,000.00, was given to Parks and Recreation by Quad Graphics toward the expansion of the Berkeley 2000 Recreation Building”.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 18 of the minutes, under Board and Commission Vacancies”, the minutes read “The City of Martinsburg forwarded a recommendation for the reappointment of Gregg Wachtel to the West Virginia Eastern Panhandle Highway Authority”.  He stated that the minutes should have read “The City of Martinsburg forwarded a recommendation for the reappointment of Gregg Wachtel to the West Virginia Eastern Panhandle Transportation Authority”.  



Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2007 Commission meeting with the aforementioned corrections.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following Applications for Consolidation of Property to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Smith, Nora J. – Gerrardstown District – Tax Year 2006 – Consolidating Lot 4 - .85 acre - Shanghai – Map 13 – Parcel 32.3 and Lot 5 – 1.16 acres – Shanghai – Map 13 = Parcel 32.2.  Total assessed amount $88,140.00

2. Sanders, Donald – Hedgesville District – Tax Year 2006 – Consolidating 1 acre – Ridge Road – Map 28 – Parcel 15.3 and .13 acre Ridge Road – Map 28 – Parcel 15.4.  Total assessed value $96,660.00.

3. Haynes, Darlene K. – Falling Waters District – Tax Year 2006 – Consolidating Block 1 – Lot 27 – Potomac Park – Map 36 – Parcel 23 and Block 1 – Lot 28 – Potomac Park – Map 36 – Parcel 24.  Total assessed value $13,200.00.

4. Muse, Thomas – Falling Waters District – Tax Year 2006 – Consolidating .25 acre – Map 7A – Parcel 19 and .50 acre – Map 7A – Parcel 20.  Total assessed value $81,520.00. 

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Applications for Consolidation of Property as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden presented the following Exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Sutherland, Richard, Jr. – District 04 – Ticket #27773 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $996.41.  Added to wrong parcel.

2. Ashton, Allen – District 04 – Ticket #20990 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $8.58.  Office error.  

3. Sutherland, Richard, Jr. – District 04 – Ticket #27771 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,401.27. 

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Exonerations as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he was out of town the majority of the week and had nothing to report.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and reported that they will be signing a large volume of paperwork for the bonds on the northend project next week.  He stated that the Baker Heights expansion project is be held up by the weather.  Commissioner Collins stated that a representative from Thrasher Engineering was in attendance regarding the Inwood Stormwater Project.  He said that the County is breaking a lot of new ground with a new Board representing the Stormwater Public Service District.  Commissioner Collins stated that we will be a stand alone county and a funding mechanism will come out of the Board.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the Commission will be conducting interviews today.  No action was taken on the appointments at this time.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

The updated Commission calendars for the months of February and March were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of February and March were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. February 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

2. February 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

3. February 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

4. February 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

5. February 28, 2007 – Region 9 will meet in Romney, West Virginia.

6. February 28, 2007 – Region VII will meet beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Re:

Pamela Jean Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney



Hiring Recommendation – Discussion/Action

Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely came before the County Commission to request approval to hire Jimmie Williams as a part time Investigator.  If approved, Mr. Williams will earn $13,000.00 per year and begin his position on March 1, 2007.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Prosecuting Attorney to hire Jimmie Williams as a part time Investigator.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correspondence – Enhanced and Broad Geographic Planning Group – Interstate I-81 – Discussion/Action



A letter was forwarded to Commissioner Collins from Cumberland County Commissioner Rick Rovegno of Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  In his correspondence, Commissioner Rovegno stated that the Cumberland County Commission is now starting to approach their County colleagues in other states through which the Interstate 81 Corridor passes to see if they will join their efforts to form an enhanced and broad geographic planning group along that Corridor in the State of Pennsylvania.  Supporting documents from the Franklin County Commission and the Schuylkill County Commission as well as the Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission were included in the correspondence.  Commissioner Collins stated that they have a lot of concerns regarding the Interstate 81 Corridor and they are attempting to put together a Committee of several States.  He said that they are looking for the Berkeley County Commission to write a letter to the Governor of West Virginia to ask him to look into the issue as an effort of the State of West Virginia.  President Teufel suggested that they touch base with the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  Commissioner Collins stated that they spoke of the MPO not having the funding.  He suggested that the Berkeley County Commission place Commissioner Rovegno or Bob Gordon of the MPO on the agenda to further discuss the issue.

Re:
Interviews for Board and Commission Vacancies



William Klinglesmith was invited to come before the County Commission for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley County Development Authority.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that he was born in Buffalo, New York and is a graduate of Fairmont State University.  He said that he moved back to New York and went to work at Quad Graphics and eventually moved to Berkeley County with that company.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that he has two children and is interested in the growth of the overall area of Berkeley County.  



Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Klinglesmith if he was in senior management with Quad Graphics.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that he is currently in senior management but started in the Imaging Department then moved into a Department Head position.  He said that he when he came to Martinsburg with Quad Graphics he became the Plant Manager from 2000 to 2005.



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Klinglesmith is active in the community and is involved with Berkeley Community Pride.  He said that he has known Mr. Klinglesmith for about four or five years and he is a very hard worker.  He then asked Mr. Klinglesmith what he would see as his role and what direction would he go in if he was appointed to the Development Authority.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that he would work as a spokesman on behalf of the County to new businesses.  He said that he would invite them to Quad Graphics to tour the plant then tell them the advantages and disadvantages here in Berkeley County.  



Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Klinglesmith if he felt that there is a need for balance between commercial growth and residential growth.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that yes there is that need.  Commissioner Collins then asked Mr. Klinglesmith if he was a proponent of having an inventory of property available other than one or two industrial parks.  Mr. Klinglesmith stated that he is a proponent of having a property inventory.  He said that the more resources you have available the better the opportunity to gain new businesses in the area.  



President Teufel stated that the County Commission supported the infrastructure of the Tabler Station Business Park when the Development Authority put that in place.  He said that the Airport would draw a lot of prospects.  President Teufel stated that Cumbo Yards has some vacant lots and we are hopeful that it will attract new businesses like Quad Graphics to locate there.  



Commissioner Collins stated that he serves on the Parks and Recreation Board and would like to thank Quad Graphics for their donation of $500,000.00 to that Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Quad Graphics has also made other gifts to other parks in Berkeley County.

Re:
Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action



President Teufel asked Ms. Hammond how many additional appointments will have to be made to the Development Authority.  Ms. Hammond stated that currently there is one vacancy but there will be a total of seven by the end of the year.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that some of the members have not been attending the meetings regularly.  President Teufel stated that we need to make sure that our ground work is there because we need someone on the Authority to represent the labor force.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it is unfortunate that they have not had anyone from the labor force for three or four years and we need to position ourselves to do something within the next three to four months.  He said that his intent is to enlarge our gene pool and a representative from the labor force should be in that gene pool.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission interviewed Earl Ted Scott whose term on the Development Authority expired on September 31, 2006.  He said that we also interviewed Ted Bostic.  President Teufel stated that he looks at the number of Boards that these people serve on and Mr. Bostic is very busy.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the last person that the Commission interviewed was Mr. Klinglesmith.  He said that all three individuals would be an excellent choice but he stated that he felt that Mr. Klinglesmith would fulfill the vacancy.  Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to nominate William Klinglesmith to serve on the Berkeley County Development Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Collis requested that the Commission forward a letter to Mr. Scott thanking him for all of his hard work on the Authority.  President Teufel stated that he would request that Mr. Scott be appointed to be placed in a position on the Authority when the seated member does not attend the meetings regularly.

Re:
The Honorable John W. Small, Jr., County Clerk


Presentation of County Clerk Budget Requests – Fiscal Year 2007-08 – Discussion



County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2007-08.  Mr. Small stated that the first Account that he would like to discuss is Account 402 (County Clerk).  He stated that the largest increase is in the salary line and all numbers in that Account seem to be consistent with last year’s budget.  Mr. Small stated that the exception is in Line 342, Record Books.  He said that he increased that figure by $50,000.00 to permit him to restore some of the old record books that seem to be falling apart.  President Teufel asked Mr. Small if that cost would go away next year.  Mr. Small stated that the cost will be done within the next five years or so.  He said that once the scanning project is completed then we won’t need to use the books as often.  Mr. Small stated that he is also asking for two new full time positions and 2 new part time positions.  



The next Account to be discussed was Account 413 (Election).  Mr. Small stated that this Account reflects some increase.  He said that the increase if for the rollaways for the new voting machines.  President Teufel asked Mr. Small if he was requesting any reclassifications in this Account.  Mr. Small stated that he has requested to reclassify Bonnie Woodfall as a Chief Deputy, Grade 12, in the Voters’ Registration Office.  Alan Davis, Human Resources Director, stated that the Purchasing Director is currently in Grade 12.  Mr. Small assured Mr. Davis that the positions have similar duties.



The next Account to be discussed was Account 421 (Civil Service).  Mr. Small stated that there is no change to this Account.



Account 805 (Vital Statistics) was the next Account to be presented to the Commission.  Again, Mr. Small stated that there is no change to this Account.



The next Account to be discussed was Account 975 (County Clerk-Capital Outlay).  Mr. Small stated that he will need a new copier very soon.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Small if he had factored that purchase into the budget.  Mr. Small responded by saying no.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that Mr. Small include that purchase in the budget.  Ms. Hammond asked Mr. Small if the new printer would be an out right purchase or if it would be a lease purchase.  Mr. Small stated that it would be an out right purchase.



The next Account that was discussed was Account 983 (Election- Capital Outlay).  Mr. Small stated that this budget shows an increase for the election next year and in November of this year.  Ms. Hammond stated that she noticed that the Election Equipment Line reflected an increase of $50,000.00.  She asked Mr. Small if that was for debt service.  Mr. Small stated that the increase was for debt service and the rollaways for the equipment.  

Re:
Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor


Presentation of Facilities Budget Request – Fiscal Year 2007-08 – Discussion



Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2007-08.  Mr. Russell stated that the biggest increase is in salaries.  



President Teufel stated that he saw where Line 230 (Contracted Services) increased over $100,000.00.  Mr. Russell stated that Contracted Services increased due to LeScrub.  He said that the total area that LeScrub has to clean has gone from 85,819 square feet to 170,887 square feet.  President Teufel stated that there is a lot of square footage that is occupied by State Officials.  He asked Mr. Bentley if there was any funding that can could come back to Berkeley County from the State for the cleaning.  Mr. Bentley stated that it is the responsibility of the County.  He said that there may be a chance that funds from court fees could be used for that but it is the County’s responsibility.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would do an inventory of all court funds to see what can be used and if the State can provide some assistance.  



President Teufel stated that he noticed the on Line 237 (Other Fees) Boland was listed with an amount of $46,000.00.  Mr. Russell stated that Boland is an expert on automated building systems.  He said that air flows can be adjusted through a PC.  Mr. Russell stated that Boland can monitor the entire building (Judicial Center) from their home base and notify us if something is wrong.  He said that they will also take the responsibility of changing the filters.



President Teufel stated that he noticed figures under Capital Outlay for buildings and equipment.  He said that if the budget gets tight that will be the first place the Commission will cut.  Mr. Russell stated that the equipment amount is for a Dodge Pickup.  



President Teufel asked Mr. Russell if he was requesting any reclassifications.  Mr. Russell stated that he would like to reclassify Ernest Mills to the position of Facilities Leader, Grade 9.  He said that Mr. Mills is a qualified HVAC duct installer, a finished carpenter and experienced in facilities for over 30 years.  Mr. Russell stated that Mr. Mills would replace Assistant Facilities Director Tommy Puffenburger in his absence.  He said that Mr. Mills has done this in the past without extra compensation.  

Re:
Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law


Research – Farmland Preservation Easement Presentation – Discussion/Action


Reformation of County Commission – Discussion/Action



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, presented the Commission with his findings on the concerns that the Commissioners had regarding Farmland Protection easements and placing a “cap” on the “per acre” amount offered for easements.  Mr. Bentley stated that he researched the Statute and stated that there is no problem in establishing “caps” if the County Commission wishes to do so.  He said that he did not believe that it would be appropriate to change the rules on pending applications.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he did not think the we are getting the biggest bang for the buck and he said that he was not sure that farmland preservation is being served as well as it should be.  He said that the County Commission established the criteria for farmland protection for the Board to follow.  Commissioner Collins stated that he feels that the Commission should work with the Board to put a “cap” in place but not to make that change in midstream.  



President Teufel stated that his concern is the money values.  He said that his concern is that the presidency and the Board members submit applications for their own land and are given money for easements.  President Teufel stated that, years ago, Mr. Sperow wanted to place his farm in the program and he stepped down from the Board before he did that.  



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission has been presented applications that the Board has recommended for funding.  He said that these two applications need to be addressed.  The two recommendations were for Charles McDonald and the Morris Trust.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would recommend that no action be taken on any other applications until additional funding is received.  He said that he didn’t feel that the Commission had any choice but to follow the recommendation of the Farmland Protection Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he personally don’t like it but had no other choice.  He then made a motion to approve the applications for McDonald and Morris.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Collins stated that he is very supportive of the Morris Trust because it is a good utilization of farmland.



A total of three applications were presented to the Commission as a voluntary donation of farmland.  Those applications consisted of Nancy Needy, Fiddlers Bottom and Vesta VanMetre.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept these three donations and thanked the donors.  



President Teufel stated that the President of the Farmland Protection Board is on the list of applications.  He then asked Lavonne Paden of the Farmland Protection Board if she felt this was a conflict of interest.  Ms. Paden stated that they comply with the State and Federal rules.  She said that the Ethics Commission made a ruling that as long as the landowners that are Board members recuse themselves it is not considered a conflict of interest.  Ms. Paden stated that if the Commission wishes that removed then the rules would have to be modified.  President Teufel stated that he was unaware of the ruling.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission will be working with Mr. Butler and others to see if we want to recast the rules.



The next issue that Mr. Bentley brought before the Commission was the reformation of the County Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that he gave the County Commission advice on both ways to get this accomplished last week.  He said that, according to Section 13, Article 9 of the Constitution, the Commission would have to submit a petition to start the process.  Mr. Bentley stated that he is aware that a Professor at West Virginia University holds a different view of the procedure and he said that he did not agree with the Professor that the Commission needed to sign a resolution and send it to the State.  Mr. Bentley stated that he does not read the law the same way and he said that there are at least two points of view on the issue.  He suggested that the Commission send a resolution to Charleston and see what they do with it.  A resolution was provided to the Commission to consider.  President Teufel stated that he would still like to see it on the ballot.  Mr. Bentley stated that the final decision is up to the voters of this County.  He said that the resolution states that a referendum is needed to have the issue placed on a special election ballot, primary election ballot or a general election ballot.  Mr. Bentley stated that from that point it would then go to Charleston and it has to be put into the form of a bill.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to send a resolution asking the legislature to put the issue in front of the voters to increase the County Commission from three to five Commissioners.  The motion was seconded by President Teufel and approved.  Commissioner Collins opposed the motion.  Mr. Bentley stated that he wanted to make it clear that they will be electing three Commissioners; one for a two-year term and two for a six-year term.

Re:
Estate Hearing – Mary Claytor Spur


Notice of Will Contest and Petition to Proceed in Solemn Form – Discussion/Action 



A hearing was scheduled today at 11:40 a.m. on the estate of Mary Claytor Spur.  Mr. Bentley asked if anyone was present for the hearing.  No response was received from those in attendance.  



A letter was enclosed in today’s packet from the law firm of Bowles Rice informing the Commission that a resolution had been made between the parties involved.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to cancel today’s hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Recess



Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess the meeting until 2:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Preston Gooden, Assessor


Presentation of Review and Equalization Application Recommendations


2007 Session – Discussion/Action


Adjournment – Review and Equalization – Calendar Year 2007 – Discussion/Action 



County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the County Commission to present his recommendation on Review and Equalization applications for 2007.  Mr. Gooden stated that the following applications were presented to the Commission as they sat as a Board of Review and Equalization.  He said that letters were forwarded to each individual informing them of any action that was taken as a result of their application:

1. Broomgrass Subdivision – Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office stated that the lots within this subdivision have been determined as market value.  Since a legal suit is pending in Circuit Court as a result of the 2006 assessment, representatives exercised their right to protest this year’s assessment.  No further action was taken.

2. Robert A/Maureen Gorth – This property is located at 110 Giles Mill Road in Bunker Hill, WV.  Mr. Unger stated that this is a nice stone home and a slight adjustment was made to the assessment that reduced the value from $343,000.00 to $299,000.00.  Mr. Unger stated that even though the adjustment was made Mr. Gorth is still unhappy with his assessment.

3. Gary Kees – Mr. Unger stated that Mr. Kees owns seven rental properties located in Ridgeway, West Virginia.  He said that adjustments were made to two of the properties; 07-6J-125 was adjusted from $148,800.00 to $138,400.00-full market value and 07-17-25.5 was adjusted from $97,900.00 to $86,200.00-full market value. 

4. Carlin Brumback, Sr. – Mr. Unger stated that Mr. Brumback’s daughter did live in the house.  He said that the appraiser visited the house yesterday and a lady, other than the daughter, allowed the appraiser in to look at the house.  Mr. Unger stated that there were no problems with the floors as Mr. Brumback had explained to the Commission.  President Teufel asked Mr. Gooden if the property should be considered a rental property.  Mr. Gooden stated that they will send someone out to that property for the 2008 assessment.

5. Thomas E. Ressler, II – Mr. Ressler owns five properties in the Falling Waters area.  Mr. Unger stated they revisited the properties and took pictures of the trailers.  He stated that Mr. Ressler is in an area that supports strong values.  Mr. Unger stated that a mass appraisal was done but some things didn’t fit.  He said that mobile homes only depreciate over a period of 15 years and then they are frozen. Mr. Unger stated that when we see a trailer that is more than 15 years old then we need to make adjustments.  He said that when they visited the properties, all five properties supported an adjustment.

6. Michael Barney – Mr. Unger stated that Mr. Barney’s property is located across from Ernie’s Salvage Yard.  He said that they revisited the property and felt that the value that was placed on it was correct.  Mr. Unger stated that where were no changes made in the assessment.

7. Allen H/Nancy W. Barr – Mr. Unger stated that the Barr property is located in Stonebrook Subdivision and at the time of the appraisal the properties were selling for the value that was placed on that property.  He said that no changes were made to the assessment. 

8. Thomas L. LaPera – Mr. Unger stated that Mr. LaPera qualified for the Homestead Exemption and it was never applied.  He said that the adjustment was made to the assessment to reflect that exemption.

9. Kenwood Collard – Mr. Collard’s property is located at 283 Chickadee Lane in Hedgesville, WV.  Mr. Unger stated that this property is based on the market values in that area and no changes were made to the assessment.

10. Daniel C/Martha Perrell – Mr. Unger stated that Mr. Perrell owns two properties; one farm and on property containing a cinder block house.  He said that no change was made to the property containing the cinder block house.  Mr. Unger stated that the only change that was made to the other property was a Class split.

11. G. Todd/Susan J Alter – Mr. Alter owns nine rental properties.  Mr. Unger stated that the only adjustments that were made was on the property located at 618 North Queen Street and the property located at 108 Union Avenue.  He said that adjustments were made to these two properties due to their conditions.  No changes were made to the other seven properties.

12. Sandra L. Russ (Hudson) – This property is located at 409 East Race Street.  Mr. Unger stated that an adjustment was made to the property due to the condition of the house.  The assessment was reduced from $67,900.00 to $59,500.00.

13. David L. McGill – Mr. McGill owns two properties; one located at 475 Pitzer Chapel Road and one located at 358 McGill Drive, both in Gerrardstown, WV.  Mr. Unger stated that no adjustments were made to the property assessment for 358 McGill Drive.  However, he said that the new house located at 475 Pitzer Chapel Road is being occupied without a U&O (Usage and Occupancy) permit.  A follow-up will need to be done on this property.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the findings of the Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to adjourn the Board of Review and Equalization “sine die”.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Presentation of Spreadsheet – Reserve Program – Discussion



Report on Alternative Sentencing Program – Discussion/Action

The County Commission requested that the Sheriff present them with a spreadsheet on the Police Reserve and a report on the Alternative Sentencing Program.  Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the Commission today to present that information. 

Sheriff Smith presented each of the Commissioners with a vehicle inventory for the Police Reserve.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Sheriff Smith if the reserve vehicles stayed on the lot at 802 Emmett Rousch Drive or if they go home with the Police Reserve.  Sheriff Smith stated that the vehicles go home with the Police Reserve.  He said that the Police Reserve is doing the job of a deputy and he stated that the amount of taxpayer money that is saved through this program is also reflected on the inventory.

Sheriff Smith then presented the Commissioners with a listing of the individuals assigned to the Alternative Sentencing Program.  Sheriff Smith stated that the list also reflects the amount of taxpayer money that is saved through this program.

The last information that was provided to the Commissioners today by Sheriff Smith was a list of trustees that are assigned to the Sheriff’s Office.  The list also reflected the amount of taxpayer money that is saved through the use of trustees.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it is very important that this information is provided to the public and encouraged the Sheriff to provide the information to the media for publication.  

Re:

Matthew Hjermstad, DMJM

Change Order Proposals – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Discussion/Action

Certificate of Substantial Completion – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Discussion/Action

Request for Partial Release of Retainage – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Discussion/Action

Report on Punch List Completion – Berkeley County Judicial Center Project – Discussion/Action


Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM came before the County Commission to present change order proposals, a certificate of substantial completion, a request for partial release of retainage and a report on the punch list for the Berkeley County Judicial Center.


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the first change order was the replacement of the front door of the Judicial Center.  On December 1, 2006, high winds forced the glass door to torque causing total glass breakage.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the cost to replace the door and the additional hardware, to prevent this from happening again, came to a total of $11,529.00.  


The next change order was in the amount of $1,148.00 to hook up monitoring to an exterior door in the fire pump room.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that when the door was installed the monitoring system was not activated.


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the next change order was in the amount of $383.00 for two doors where the public enters into Magistrate Court.  Both of these doors have already been installed.


The next change order was in the amount of $541.00 and requested from Court Security.  They would like to move an intercom system from the second floor of the Judicial Center and place it in the Sally Port.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Commission not take action today on this change order.  He said that he would like to see if the County’s Facilities Department can complete this job.


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the next change order was in the amount of $390.00 to change two storage room doors hardware sets from locking to non-locking.  This is a request of the Prosecuting Attorney.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Commission check with the County’s Facilities Department.  He said that he felt certain that they could make this change.  Ms. Hammond stated that this work has been completed because of the priority of the Prosecuting Attorney.


The next issue was the cost and scope of work to install plants in the planter boxes at the Judicial Center.  This will be done by direct contract between the County Commission and landscape contractor Adam Lee McDonald.  The price to install 24 flower boxes, including the materials and labor will be $2,700.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Hjermstad how much it would cost for the maintenance of the flower boxes.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that they would be maintained through a yearly maintenance contract.  Ms. Hammond stated that this was requested through the stakeholders.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like additional information before any action is taken on the issue.  He then made a motion to accept all of the change orders with the exception of the aforementioned jobs that the County’s Facilities Department can do and the flower boxes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


The next issue that Mr. Hjermstad presented to the Commission was a Certificate of Substantial Completion on the Judicial Center renovation project.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there are two phases of completion; substantial and final.  He said that the substantial completion is when the owner can occupy the premises.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that they are using the Center to capacity and the contractor has met that substantial completion.  He said that this also leads into the partial release of retainage.  A list of the completed items on the project was provided to the Commissioners.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the items that have not been completed are enclosed within a box on the report.  The application for payment reflects a balance of $329,000.00 to finish the project.


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the mechanicals on the punch list are done but they owe us some information.  He said that there are some ballast work that has to be done and there are a few plumbing responsibilities that have to be completed in the small library.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that, as far as the equipment, they have a long way to go.  He said that the signage still needs to be addressed and he stated that we will have to look into the sound system.


Commissioner Collins then made a motion to authorize the President to sign the certificate of substantial completion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.


Commissioner Stubblefield then made a motion to approve the request for partial release of retainage.  He asked to be presented a document that provides additional information because there was little time to study the requests.  He said that he feels very uncomfortable with taking action without the proper amount of time to absorb the information.    

Re:

William Teach, County Engineer



Presentation of Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Request – Discussion

County Engineer William Teach came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.

Mr. Teach stated that a total of $666,990.00 was billed to the Planning Commission in 2006 for engineering fees and a total of 4,017 permits were approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that, after looking over Mr. Teach’s budget, he was surprised that we don’t charge for stormwater reviews.  Mr. Teach stated that the State said that if we came in under their program they would reimburse the County for some of the fees.  But, he said that since then, the State’s budget became strapped and we have received nothing from them.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Mr. Teach if it would make any sense at this time to charge now.  Mr. Teach stated that we can start charging and a minimum fee would not be prohibitive.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that Mr. Teach provide a formal proposal to beginning charging a fee for stormwater reviews.  Mr. Bentley suggested that Mr. Teach talk with the County Planner before a proposal is provided.  Ms. Hammond stated that each time we write a letter to the State for reimbursement they, in turn, request another requirement.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Ms. Hammond forward another letter to the State regarding reimbursement.

Mr. Teach stated that the biggest increase to his budget this year is the salaries.  He said that he has requested two reclassifications along with the increase in salaries that were recommended by the Human Resources Director.  Other increases were reflective in the Computer Software line for the new software program under Account 438 (Building Inspections) and in the Computer Software line for the new software program under Account 440 (Engineering).

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Actions

State Budget Revision #5 – Discussion/Action

West Virginia Department of Transportation – Abandonment Correspondence – CR 3/2 – Discussion/Information

Resolution in Support of the Shenandoah Valley Regional Water Resources Policy Committee Policy Level Strategic Plan – Discussion/Action

Declaration of Surplus Property – Berkeley County Commission – Discussion/Action

RFP for Audit Services – Berkeley County Commission – Discussion/Action

Statement of Insurance Values – Berkeley County Commission – Discussion/Action 

Legislative Update – 2007 Session – Legislation of Local Interest – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Ms. Hammond stated that she did not have any hiring recommendations or changes in status actions this week.

2. State Budget Revision #5 – State Budget Revision #5 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The Budget Revision included miscellaneous revenues in the amount of $2,853.00, a reimbursement of jail fees from the State of West Virginia in the amount of $271,785.00, and transfers from the Rainy Day Fund to the Prosecuting Attorney and for equipment for the Berkeley County Historical Society.  The expenditure side of the Budget Revision included donations made to Emergency Services, reimbursement of jail fees, under projection of the Courthouse Account #424, and funding for the Gypsy Moth Spraying in the amount of $728.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the document and to approve the resolution that will accompany the paperwork to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

3. WV Dept. of Transportation-Abandonment Correspondence – A correspondence was received from the WV Department of Transportation, Division of Highways informing the County Commission of the abandonment of a section of CR 3/2 right of way.  Beginning at a point on CR 3/2, said point being approximately 2.2 miles east of its intersection with CR 9/5; thence easterly with old CR 3/2 right of way 0.07 mile to a point and ending, said tract being located on the north side of existing CR 3/2.  Total length to be abandoned is 0.07 mile.  Beginning at a point on CR 3/2, said point being approximately 2.24 miles east of its intersection with CR 9/5; thence easterly with old CR 3/2 right of way 0.03 mile to a point and ending, said tract being located on the south side of existing CR 3/2.  Total length to be abandoned is 0.03 mile.

4. Resolution in Support of the Shenandoah Valley Regional Water Resources Policy Committee Policy Level Strategic – A resolution in support of the Shenandoah Valley Regional Water Resources Policy Committee Policy Level Strategic was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of the resolution can be found attached to the back of these minutes.

5. Order-Declaration of Surplus Property – An Order was presented to the County Commission for their approval.  The Order listed 119 West King Street, 205 Spring Street, 212 South College Street and 120 West John Street and all adjacent parking areas attached thereto.  The Commission unanimously agreed to remove 212 South College Street from that Order. Commissioner Collins made the motion to remove 212 South College Street from the Order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to declare 119 West King Street, 205 Spring Street and 120 West John Street as surplus property.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  A copy of that Order is attached to this set of minutes.

6. RFP for Audit Services-Berkeley County Commission – A request for proposals for audit services for the County Commission was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond stated that Paul Shroyer, former Auditor for Berkeley County added his input.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the RFP for audit services.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

7. Statement of Insurance Values – Ms. Hammond provided each Commissioner with a schedule of vehicles as well as the various properties that are covered under the County’s insurance policy.  A 5-year loss report was also proved to the Commissioners.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Hammond if there was any way to see what the cost is per entity.  Ms. Hammond stated that she could get a breakdown and provide that information to the Commission.

8. Legislative Update – Ms. Hammond stated that she wanted to provide the Commissioners with legislative updates each week until the legislature is out of session.  She informed the Commission that the staff would be happy to provide any additional information on any of the Bills listed.

Re:

Executive Session – Real Estate

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for real estate.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  

President Teufel declared the Commission out of executive session for real estate.

During the executive session for real estate, no decisions were made and no actions were taken.

Re:

Commissioner’s Issues



Real Estate Purchase – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go forward on the purchase of the old Martins and CVS properties located on Raleigh Street, to authorize $50,000.00 in earnest money to seal the contract and to direct legal counsel to go forward.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission went into this purchase with the strong impression that Blue Ridge CTC was no longer interested in purchasing the building.  Mr. Bentley stated that negotiations began a long time ago and it was not the intention of the County Commission to under cut the college.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that this was a wise move.  He said that the Commission has a positive relationship with Blue Ridge CTC and the Commission will continue to support them in anyway we can.  

President Teufel stated that the Judicial Center project was to get the County where it needed to be but in January we found out that two new judges were going to be housed in Berkeley County.  He said that we needed additional space and the Commission pursued the purchase of this property.

Commissioner Collins stated that he met with the Berkeley County Building Commission on Tuesday and presented the issue of purchasing the old Martin’s and CVS buildings.  He said that they took action to purchase the buildings and to seek financial arrangements.     

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Approval:________________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

