Berkeley County Commission Meeting                            February 16, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Pamela Swartwood, Tom Ressler, Kenwood Collard, Tom Lepera, Preston Gooden, Brad Unger, Stefanie Allemong, Betty Beckley, Rebecca MacLeod

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Collins.

BOARD OF REVIEW AND EQUALIZATION

Re:

Approval of Agenda

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Assessor



Review and Equalization Presentations – 2007- Discussion



Review and Equalization Applicant Presentations

County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the County Commission regarding the Board of Review and Equalization for 2007.  Mr. Gooden stated that there are Bills on the floor of the legislature regarding assessments on our senior citizens through the Homestead Exemption.  He said that one of the Bills would be for the exempted amount of $20,000.00 plus ½ the total assessment; another Bill would be to increase the exempted amount to $50,000.00 and the third Bill would be to freeze the assessment amount on citizens 65 and over.  Mr. Gooden stated that Berkeley County froze the amounts for those taxpayers currently receiving the Homestead Exemption this year.

Re:

Kenwood Collard 

Board of Review and Equalization Applicant

Kenwood Collard came before the County Commission regarding the increased assessment that was placed on his property this year on Chickadee Lane in Hedgesville, WV.  Mr. Collard stated that the house is a two bedroom rental and it has increased 35% over the past three years.  He said that the increase will cost him at least two months rent that he receives on the dwelling.

Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office provided the Commissioners with a picture of Mr. Collard’s house and the appraisal report.  He stated that the house is actually appraised at a figure that is really under the amount that it should be.  Mr. Unger explained that the Assessor’s Office has to deal with market values and the house located across the street from Mr. Collard’s property sold three months ago for $100,000.00 and it was in very bad shape.  Two years ago that same property would have sold for a lot more.    Mr. Unger stated that the market values for the period of July, 2005 through June, 2006 are the values that the Assessor’s Office is using at this time.  President Teufel asked if there was any possibility of any assistance that can be given to Mr. Collard.  Mr. Unger stated that he looked at those homes that were sold in Mr. Collard’s area and we have to use that value.  He said that everything is listed correctly on the assessment report but he would research the assessment again and if he finds anything wrong then an adjustment will be made.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he is very sympathetic of those taxpayers caught up in this squeeze; also sympathetic that we need to follow the guidelines and can’t make exceptions. 

President Teufel asked Mr. Unger to provide him with the size of Mr. Collard’s lot.  Mr. Unger stated that it is 4 acres.  He said that the house dropped a little in value but the land is still strong.  President Teufel stated that he noticed where people are building a lot of equity and he is not sure if any land or homes in that area can come down in value.  Mr. Unger stated that the Assessor’s Office is still doing research.  President Teufel stated that Mr. Collard’s house is more like a cabin instead of a home.  He asked Mr. Unger to look over the assessment and see if anything could be done.  President Teufel then addressed Mr. Collard and stated that the Commission can not see any relief at this time but the Assessor will take another look at the assessment.

Re:

Tom Lepera



Board of Review and Equalization Applicant

Tom Lepera of 70 Tecumseh Trail, Hedgesville, WV came before the County Commission to address the Commissioners regarding his increased assessment.  Mr. Lepera stated that there should have been a reduction this year through the Homestead Exemption but instead there was an increase in the assessment of $19,000.00.        

President Teufel asked Mr. Gooden if there was anything that could be done.  Mr. Gooden asked Mr. Lepera if he signed up for the Homestead Exemption.  Mr. Lepera stated that he didn’t know that he had to sign up.  Mr. Gooden stated that the State requires us to have the applications for Homestead Exemption in by a certain time.  He said that he would return to his office and see if Mr. Lepera qualifies for the Exemption.  President Teufel stated that the Law will not permit the County to go back and make this type of correction but the State does allow us to do an exoneration.  Mr. Gooden stated that he would research the assessment.

Re:

Daniel Perrell



Board of Review and Equalization Applicant

Daniel Perrell came before the Commission under “Board of Review and Equalization” regarding two of his properties.  Mr. Perrell stated that the first property is located at 3122 Grade Road in Falling Waters, WV.  He said the Assessor assessed his home site at $48,000.00.

Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office stated that this property is a farm and Mr. Perrell has a house that he used for storage and a home that he built in 2004.  He said that we are talking about two separate parcels.  Mr. Unger stated that the home site is based on the comparables in that area and Mr. Perrell is receiving the farm rate on the acreage.  President Teufel asked Mr. Unger if the big increase was due to the new house and one acre.  Mr. Unger responded by saying yes; this has nothing to do with the farm value.  President Teufel then questioned the other property.  Mr. Unger stated that there is an old house on the other property that is used for storage and that was assessed at $5,000.00.  President Teufel stated that the assessment looks like it is in line with the house and lot.  Mr. Unger stated that he has comparables that are assessed a lot higher than Mr. Perrells but Mr. Gooden always says to stay on the “low” side

The next parcel that Mr. Perrell owns is located at 3144 Grade Road in Falling Waters, WV. That consists of 1.05 acres.  President Teufel asked Mr. Unger if he could inform the Commission of the assessed value.  Mr. Unger stated that the house was assessed at $28,000.00 and the lot was assessed at $50,000.00.  He then presented the Commissioners with pictures of the comparables.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that a split could be done on the first property that was discussed today that had a storage building located on it.  He said that there would be two tax bills sent out, if the building is being used for storage and the amounts would be less.  

President Teufel asked Mr. Unger and Mr. Gooden to take another look at both properties of Mr. Perrell.

Re:

Tom Ressler



Board of Review and Equalization Applicant

Tom Ressler came before the County Commission regarding five of his properties.  The first property was located at 2387 Grade Road, Falling Waters, WV.  Mr. Ressler stated that the assessment went up 195%.  He said that the property is now assessed at $113,900.00 and the land only consists of 1 acre.

President Teufel requested that Mr. Unger take another look at this property.  Mr. Unger stated that he as already looked at the assessment and he had calculated the value incorrectly.  He said that an adjustment was made that reduced the amount to $78,000.00.

The next property that was discussed was located at 33 Catawba Court in Falling Waters, WV.  Mr. Ressler stated that this property reflected a 68% increase.  Mr. Unger stated that when the property was assessed he felt certain that a trailer was included.  President Teufel asked Mr. Unger if they had a formula for rentals.  Mr. Unger stated that the State requests market values on single family residences.

President Teufel stated that it looks like the same error was made on all five properties of Mr. Ressler.  He asked Mr. Unger to escort Mr. Ressler to the Assessor’s Office and go over each of his properties.

Re:

Gary Kees



Board of Review and Equalization

Gary Kees approached the bench and stated that he is upset with the Class that has been placed on his property.  He said that there was a $48,000.00 increase in assessment this year.

President Teufel asked Mr. Unger if he would get some comparables.  Mr. Kees stated that he just came from the Assessor’s Office and they told him that there was nothing that they could do.  President Teufel asked Mr. Unger to have Mr. Gooden take another look at Mr. Kees’ property.  

Re:

Mike Ball, Clean Air Task Force – Region 9 Planning and Development



Council – Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

President Teufel stated that, in the interest of time, he would like the staff to invite Mr. Ball to come before the Commission next week to present his budget.

Re:

Stefanie Allemong, Berkeley County Planning Commission



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation –Discussion

President Teufel stated that, in the interest of time, he would like the staff to invite Ms. Allemong to come before the Commission next week to present her budget.

Re:

Pamela Coyle, Martinsburg-Berkeley County Public Library



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Pamela Coyle of the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Public Library was not present at today’s meeting.  Ms. Coyle will be rescheduled at a later date.

Re:

Lisa Dirting, Potomac Headwaters RC&D



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Lisa Dirting of the Potomac Headwaters RC&D was unable to attend today’s meeting.  Rebecca MacLeod, Acting RC&D Coordinator, represented Ms. Dirting at today’s meeting.  Board Member Betty Beckley was also in attendance.

Ms. MacLeod stated that the Potomac Headwaters RC&D is requesting $1,200.00 this year for general administrative support for the Council.  

Ms. MacLeod stated that Roger Boyer who once held the position of RC&D Project Coordinator, retired on January 3, 2007.  She said that she has more of a technical background than Mr. Boyer.  Ms. MacLeod stated that Ms. Beckley worked with Mr. Boyer to stabilize 1,000 feet of the riverbank along the Potomac River by placing metal rebar and fencing.  She said that this was done to avoid losing any more trees in that area.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. MacLeod if they met with any resistance.  Ms. MacLeod stated that no resistance was received.  She said that everyone is aware that we were losing trees to the Potomac River.  Ms. MacLeod stated that they are looking forward to expanding this project this spring.  

  Ms. MacLeod stated Mr. Boyer also worked with the Jefferson County Agriculture Taskforce.  She said that she will be contacting them to see what Berkeley County can do in the way of assisting them in their efforts.  Ms. MacLeod stated that Mr. Boyer said that he loved coming before the County Commission and he said that the Commission always contributed money to our programs.  He said that he would like to do a plaque recognizing all the work that the County Commission has done.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Boyer, among others, had the dream of the Tuscarora Creek Bike Path.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. MacLeod if that dream could be resurrected.  Ms. MacLeod stated that there is a good change by working together with the public.  She said that the funding is in place for that project.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he had high regard for Mr. Boyer and he is very confident that Ms. MacLeod will do a good job.

President Teufel stated that the County Commission has worked with the RC&D for a long time and he is sure that the Commission will agree with him that the RC&D does a lot of wonderful work with the little bit of funding we give to them.  He said that the Commission is currently in the middle of the budget and he is hopeful that we can provide some funding.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Review and Equalization Session #4 Recess

County Assessor Preston Gooden approached the bench and stated that most of the individuals who came before the Commission today regarding their assessments are still with Mr. Unger in his office.  He said that he would follow up on each of the applicants with letters.   

Mr. Gooden stated that he wanted to update the Commission on SB 53 regarding the assessments on senior citizens.  He said that the Senate amended the Bill and 65 year old taxpayers would be deferred on their taxes if proof of hardship is determined and approved by the County Commission.  Mr. Gooden stated that the Governor will propose a Plan for 100% appraisals.  

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Approved:___________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

