Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                February 12, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Pamela Swartwood, Brad Unger, Ed Wilson, Glenda Helman, Bob Crawford, Jim Seibert

The Afternoon Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Stubblefield.

BOARD OF REVIEW AND EQUALIZATION

Re:

Approval of Agenda

President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Preston Gooden, County Assessor



Review and Equalization Presentations - 2007 – Discussion



Review and Equalization Applicant Presentations

County Assessor Preston Gooden was not present at today’s meeting.  Brad Unger of the Assessor’s Office approached the bench and stated that he had nothing to present to the Commission this afternoon.   He said that a letter had been forwarded to Michael Barney who came before the Commission on February 1, 2007 regarding his assessment.  Mr. Unger said that the letter stated that there were changes made.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Todd Alter had come before the Commission on February 1, 2007 regarding the increased assessment on his rental property.  He asked Mr. Unger if he could update the Commission on that issue.  Mr. Unger stated that they made an adjustment on two of Mr. Alter’s properties.

Re:

Potomac Highland Support Services



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Representatives of the Potomac Highland Support Services were unable to attend today’s meeting.  They will be rescheduled at a later date.

Re:

Ed Wilson



Mt. State Apple Harvest Festival



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Ed Wilson, President of the Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival, returned to the County Commission with a revised budget presentation.  Mr. Wilson came before the Commission last week but the actual Budget Request Statement was not complete.  

During the initial budget presentation Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Mr. Wilson revise his Budget Request Statement and return before the Commission.

Mr. Wilson stated that the Festival Committee is asking for $4,500.00 to offset approximately 80% of the shortfall in revenues.

President Teufel stated that the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau will be getting a big increase in their budget if the increase in the Hotel/Motel Tax is increased to 6%.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission wants to talk to them about providing more funding to the Festival and to Main Street Martinsburg.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Festival Committee has been in touch with them and looking for increased participation.  He said that the Apple Harvest Festival Committee needs to reach out to other areas and the Committee will be meeting with the Bureau next week.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Journal came on board last year and they have helped tremendously.  He said that they are attempting to expand their ad base but it has been difficult.  Mr. Wilson stated that some of their sponsors do not have the resources to help them as much as they did in the past.

Re:

Becky Shaffer, Meals on Wheels



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Representatives from Meals on Wheels were unable to attend today’s meeting.  They will be rescheduled at a later date.

Re:

Review and Equalization Applicant Presentations

Brad Unger of the County Assessor’s Office approached the bench and stated that he did not have anything to report at this time.

Re:

Glenda Helman, Community Networks



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Glenda Helman, Executive Director of Community Networks, came before the County Commission to present her budget request for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Ms. Helman stated that Community Networks is asking for $7,500.00 which would be utilized to assist in providing 600 nights of emergency shelter to women and children residing in Berkeley County prior to their homeless situation.

Ms. Helman stated that they receive funding through the Emergency Shelter Grant program that is administered through the County Commission.  She said that their shelters and centers include Bethany House, HOPE Living/Learning Center, Faith Haven and Moses House.  President Teufel asked Ms. Helman about Faith Haven and its function.  Ms. Helman stated that Faith Haven is located outside of the City limits and has been open since 1995.  She said that they help Aids patients.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there is always a fear amount some people that HIV positive patients could present problems with workers or other residents.  He asked Ms. Helman how they deal with those cases.  Ms. Helman stated that it does not seem to present any problems and the workers take the proper precautions with the health and safety measures.

President Teufel stated that the Commission has helped Community Networks in the past and hopefully we can provide funding again this year.

Re:

Robert Crawford, Berkeley County Development Authority



Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Robert Crawford, Executive Director of the Berkeley County Development Authority, came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Board Members Jim Seibert, Ryan Mitchell, and Jim Barnes accompanied Mr. Crawford at today’s meeting.  

Mr. Crawford stated that the Authority is asking for $100,000.00 from the County Commission this year.  He said that the City of Martinsburg funded the Authority with $40,000.00 last year and he will be asking them for the same amount this year.  

While discussing the sale of land to buyers with the assistance of realtors, Mr. Crawford stated that the Authority receives contributions from realtors.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned that issue stating that by receiving contributions from realtors that could place the Authority on the edge of leaving the impression that the Authority may steer to certain realtors.  Mr. Crawford stated that the Authority does what is best for the client and they do not have that many properties listed with realtors.  He said that they can not charge a commission and, as a result, they are able to receive contributions.  Mr. Seibert approached the bench and stated that the Authority can not charge a commission and they don’t expect to receive contributions.  He said that it is not the case where we are leading buyers to the realtors.  Mr. Seibert stated that we do not want the Authority in a position to favor one realtor over another.  He said that the Authority does not ask for contributions; they never have.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Crawford if he could see the day that the Authority would be self-sustaining.  Mr. Crawford stated that they are hopeful that that day will come.  He said that there was a period of time, when they were selling the Mid-Atlantic Industrial Park, when they did not have to come to the County Commission for funding.  Mr. Crawford stated that the Authority spent $600,000.00 to develop Cumbo Yards.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Crawford if one-half of Cumbo Yards had been sold.  Mr. Crawford responded by saying yes; 629 acres.  Mr. Seibert stated that the Authority receives funding that would make them self-sufficient but they have to purchase properties and the costs keep going up.  He said that the Tabler Station Business Park has cost a good bit of revenue funds to keep it going and the Authority has invested quite a bit of money.

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Review and Equalization Session #4 Recess

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to recess the Board of Review and Equalization until Friday, February 16, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Approved:______________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President

