Berkeley County Commission Meeting                              February 1, 2007

Present:
Steven C. Teufel, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Pamela Swartwood, Gwen Campbell, Pamela Games-Neely, Tim Feltner, Gary Collis, Ryan Frankenberry, Attorney General Darrell McGraw, William Teach, Preston Gooden, Bill Weis, Maria Childers, Christine Lundberg, Robert Crawford, Alan Davis, Sandra Hudson, Don Woods, Ed Wilson, Lester Stein, Clint Hogbin, James Moore, Debbie Barthlow, Sheriff W. Randy Smith, Chief Deputy Kenneth LeMaster

County Administrator Deborah Hammond was absent from today’s meeting due to illness.

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Collis.

Re:

Attorney General Darrell McGraw



Ryan Frankenberry



National Consumer Protection Week Proclamation – Discussion/Action

Attorney General Darrell McGraw, along with Ryan Frankenberry, came before the Commission to request the approval of a proclamation proclaiming the week of February 4th, 2007 through February 10th, 2007 as Reach Up and Reach Out:  Be An Informed Consumer Week.

President Teufel read the following proclamation aloud:

Berkeley County Commission

Proclamation
Reach Up and Reach Out:  Be An Informed Consumer Week

WHEREAS,  consumers who know their own credit information are better able to protect themselves from identity theft and credit reporting errors;  and

WHEREAS,  consumers who are informed can better protect themselves against scams and distinguish legitimate offers from scams;  and

WHEREAS,  there is a wealth of information available to consumers through the West Virginia Attorney General’s Office and public and private agencies such as the Federal Trade Commission, the Consumer Product Safety Commission and Consumers Union.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Berkeley County Commission proclaims the week of February 4th through 10th “Reach Up and Reach Out:  Be an Informed Consumer Week” in Berkeley County.

Adopted:  February 1, 2007
/s/Steven C. Teufel, President                               Attest:

/s/Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner                     /s/John W. Small, Jr.

/s/William L. Stubblefield, Commissioner


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to go forward with the proclamation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


Mr. McGraw stated that he appreciated the opportunity to come before the Commission today.  He said that this is the ninth annual Consumer Protection Week and thanked the Commission for joining him, along with others, in launching the issue.  Mr. McGraw stated that he is hopeful that by gathering information the public can be protected in the market place.  He said that informed consumers are better educated to see fraudulent practices.  Mr. McGraw stated that his office has been in a number of places in the State.  He said that he is traveling in the “Credit Card Caravan” that allows the people to check their credit reports and scores.  Over 1,000 people in Berkeley County have checked their credit reports through the Caravan.  


Mr. McGraw stated that his office is trying to establish an office in Martinsburg that will give the community a walk-in facility where people can address their issues.  He said that this will occur if the legislature permits.


President Teufel stated that the Commission appreciates the Attorney General’s visit and the doors are always open to him.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action 



President Teufel read the agenda aloud.  He stated that Steve Allen, scheduled at 10:50 would not be able to attend today’s meeting and will need to re-schedule this issue at a later date.  Also, a number of individuals contacted the office today requesting to be removed from the afternoon session regarding the Board of Review and Equalization.  Among those individuals were Robert Burkhart, scheduled at 2:15 p.m., and Priscilla Deems, also scheduled at 2:15 p.m.   Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve today’s agenda with those changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of January 29, 2007 was presented to the Commission for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield questioned a purchase order on page 21 to Software Systems, Inc.  One of the charges was in the amount of $37,271.67 and Commissioner Stubblefield requested background information on that amount.  President Teufel stated that the charge was for the move of the judicial offices to the new Judicial Center.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the January 25, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Commission refrain from any action until later in the day so he would have the opportunity to read and review them before action is taken.  The Commissioners unanimously agreed to revisit the issue.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following Consolidation of Property Applications to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Orndorff, Joseph – Mill Creek District – Consolidating .95 acre, Map 14, Parcel 32.1 and 2.82 acres, Map 14, Parcel 32.4.  Total assessed value $141,200.00.

2. Hutzler, Ronnie G – Hedgesville District – Consolidating .242 acre, Lot 2, Map 25, Parcel 31.2, .47 acre, Lot 1, Map 25, Parcel 31.1 and .902 acre, Map 25, Parcel 31.  Total assessed value $24,520.00.

3. Bartles, Donald – Opequon District – Consolidating 1.5 acres, Horner’s Subdivision, Map 16B, Parcel 76 and .36 acre, Horner’s Subdivision, Map 16B, Parcel 72.  Total assessed value $70,020.00.

4. Hendricks, Billy – Arden District – Consolidating 4.5 acres, Map 11, Parcel 20.2, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Map 11, Parcel 16, Lots 6 and 7, Map 11, Parcel 18, Lots 8, 9 and part of 10, Map 11, Parcel 19, 3.8367 acres, Map 11, Parcel 20.1 and 2.81 acres, Map 11, Parcel 20.  Total assessed value $134,050.00.

5. Stanley, Christine M. – Mill Creek District – Consolidating 3.130 acres, Tract B-1, Map 5, Parcel 00110000 and 2.8221 acres, Map 5, Parcel 00110012.  Total assessed value $238,920.00.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to accept the Consolidations of Property Applications as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden presented the following Application for Correction of Assessment to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Cogar & Dulyea, Inc. – Arden District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7233401 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,391.02.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Application for Correction of Assessment as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden presented the following Exoneration to the Commission for their approval:

1. Vantassel, George W. – District 04 – Ticket #28082 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,536.11.  Wrong Class was applied.  Should be Class II.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Exoneration as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Collins stated that Senate Bill 178, if passed, will allow the increase of the Hotel/Motel Tax from 3% to 6%.  He said that there is a good possibility that we will be successful in the passing of that Bill.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to forward a letter to Senator Unger, Senator Bowman and Senator Barnes urging them to take action for the approval of Senate Bill 178.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  President Teufel stated that he is very supportive of this Bill and he does not want to see any strings attached.  Commissioner Collins stated 3% would go to Parks and Recreation and 3% would go to the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  Norwood Bentley stated that this legislation would give counties the right to increase the Hotel/Motel tax up to 6%

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Farmland Protection Board and reported that they will be submitting a list of easements and one question they will be looking at will be putting caps on the monies offered.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Region 9 will be hosting a Regional Planning Workshop on February 18, 2007 and encouraged attendance to that workshop.  He stated that he would be present.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and reported that they are updating their transportation projects.

Commissioner Stubblefield attended a meeting of Region 7 Workforce Investment Board and reported that there will be a Workshop on February 15, 2007 in Romney, West Virginia.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he spent the early part of the week in Charleston, West Virginia at the County Commissioners’ Association’s annual training. He reported that there were a number of bills proposed.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there was a reception held for the legislators throughout the State and he said that the Eastern Panhandle was well represented and they should be commended.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Mr. Bentley accompanied him to the event.  He said that a number of issues were discussed at the annual training that included annexation, purchase cards for counties that will provide rebates, the Regional Jail, the Board of Risk and technology.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that it was a very useful productive time.

Re:

Interview for Board and Commission Vacancy



Tim Feltner, Candidate – Berkeley County Fire Board

The County Commission extended an invitation to Tim Feltner to come before them for a brief interview for a possible appointment.  Mr. Feltner expressed his interest in serving on the Berkeley County Fire Board. He stated that he has owned his own business for the past 11 years and has been a life long resident of Berkeley County.  Mr. Feltner stated that he is trying to be more involved in county government and would like to give back to the community.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Feltner what he sees as the most pressing issue in the Fire Board.  Mr. Feltner stated that they need to address the future and how to have funds to keep services up to date.  He said they need to supply volunteers with equipment to do their job.  Mr. Feltner stated that they also need to look at the long term volunteers that have done such an excellent job.  He said that the responsibilities of the Fire Board and the area fire departments can not be done without the volunteers but they do need to plan ahead.  Mr. Feltner stated that there are a lot of fire stations that have building problems i.e. leaking roofs, deteriorating structures.

Commissioner Stubblefield then asked Mr. Feltner if there were more problems with the equipment or with personnel.  Mr. Feltner stated that that question was hard to answer; he said that he has attended the meetings of the Fire Board but not enough to say that they have personnel problems.  Mr. Feltner stated that the equipment issue is always discussed.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that, on the Ambulance side, they are moving forward with paid staff.  He asked Mr. Feltner if he felt the Fire Board should also go in that direction.  Mr. Feltner stated that maybe in the future but the issue really needs to be looked at further.  He said that he feels the volunteers are doing a good job.

Commissioner Collins stated that there are a lot of wants and needs of the fire departments.  He then asked Mr. Feltner if he could weed out the “fluff” and deal with the real needs of the departments because there are a lot of fire trucks at the various stations with very little mileage and he can not see the need for new trucks.  Mr. Feltner stated he would have to have information from all sides.  He said that there are a lot of wants but the needs are what he would look at.  Mr. Feltner stated that the current fire fee is very low.  He said that no one like to pay fees but if a house catches on fire then this fire fee is nothing in comparison.  

President Teufel stated that there are a number of slots on the Fire Board and the Commission would not be taking any action until later today.  He then thanked Mr. Feltner for coming in today.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of February – Discussion/Action



Estate Hearings to be Scheduled – Month of February – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers presented the following estate accounts, for the month of February, to the Commissioners for their approval: 

1. Lucille S. Bennett

2. Betty Mae Black

3. Richard Fairfax Burrell

4. James William Butts, Jr.

5. Marvin Ray “Buck” Clingan

6. Stewart W. Davison

7. Gary Paul Fullerton

8. Verda L. Hartley

9. Ernest Lee Hite

10. Arbutus E. Horner

11. Mary Louise Huff

12. Donald R. Johnson

13. Marjorie Pearl Miller

14. Theresa McGee

15. Brenda Kay May

16. Madolyn B. Mills

17. Jon H. Mullikin, Jr.

18. Michelle Lynn Myers

19. Alfred C. Ring

20. Catherine Virginia Saylor

21. Henry Busely Sencindiver

22. Linda M. Simms

23. Margaret P. Truly

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the estate accounts for the month of February as presented by the Fiduciary Supervisor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Ms. Childers stated that she did not have to schedule any hearings in February.  She said that there is a hearing on the Spaur estate that is scheduled for later this month.

Re:

Pamela Jean Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney



Hiring Recommendations – Discussion/Action

Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely came before the County Commission regarding hiring recommendations.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she has been interviewing for a number of positions in her office.  She said that she had one attorney resign on January 12, 2007 to go to a private firm and that is one of the positions for which she has been interviewing .  Ms. Games-Neely stated that we have a new Judge and she is trying to get a senior attorney on board.  She said that she conducted an interview last week that was very promising but in order to get that applicant on board she will have to raise the salary for that position plus increase the salary on an existing employee holding a similar position.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she does not have a lot of flexibility in her budget at this time and if the Commission would supplement her budget now she would not provide an increase to those two people in July.  She said that she would need $7,722.00 if the Commission will allow her to hire the new senior attorney during the month of February.

Commissioner Collins stated that it is important to have qualified people in the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  He said that the amount is not outrageous and Ms. Games-Neely usually finds the funds within her own budget but can not at this time.  Commissioner Collins stated that it is imperative that we get this person on board and would recommend approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he agreed with Commissioner Collins that it is important that we have qualified people in Ms. Games-Neely’s office.  President Teufel stated that he was also in agreement and said that there is money in the Rainy Day Fund that will cover the $7,722.00 needed to get another senior attorney on board.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to remove $7,722.00 from the Rainy Day Fund and transfer it to the Prosecutor’s budget for the hiring of the new attorney and to adjust the salary of the existing senior attorney in a similar position.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Robert Crawford, Berkeley County Development Authority



Impact of Tiger Aircraft Liquidation – Bond Liability – Discussion/Action

Robert Crawford of the Berkeley County Development Authority and Chuck Steele with Crews and Associates came before the County Commission regarding Tiger Aircraft.  Mr. Crawford stated that Tiger Aircraft filed for Chapter 7 Bankruptcy.  He said that a meeting on the issue will be held on February 15, 2007 but he is unsure where that meeting will be held.  A list of creditors was provided.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission is not asking for privileged information just a perspective for County liability.  Mr. Steele stated that the bonding is through the Office of West Virginia Economic Development and the sum total of the bonds includes the buildings and lease.  He said that there is no liability to the County.  Mr. Steele stated that the bonds have been in and out of default for 1 ½ years and are currently in default.  The Trustee is Wesbanco in Wheeling and they have expended everything in the accounts.  Mr. Steele stated that the buildings could be relinquished to the Eastern West Virginia Airport Authority.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Steele if the bonds were issued by the County.  Mr. Steele responded by saying no; there is no effect on the County and no other liability.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that we, as a County Commission, needed the information.  Mr. Steele stated that the matter is now in the hands of Bankruptcy Court and he understands that they are allowing for the marketing of the property.  Mr. Crawford stated that the Development Authority is marketing the property and have listed it with the Hawthorne Group.  He said that there are prospects coming in next week.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Market Analysis – Proposed New Positions – Discussion/Action

Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission with a market analysis on the proposed new positions that were proposed by the County last week.  Mr. Davis stated that, at the direction of the County Commission, he developed three job descriptions for review.  

The first position was for an In-House Legal Director.  Mr. Davis stated that this person would report to the County Commission.  He said that this is not an entry level position and would require years of experience and knowledge of West Virginia law.  Mr. Davis stated that the one thing that is difficult about this is the fact that we would be an exception in the Eastern Panhandle since there is no in-house attorney in Jefferson County or Morgan County; Washington County, Maryland has three.  Frederick County, Virginia will be adding an in-house attorney effective July 1, 2007.  Mr. Davis stated that he is gathering information and he would have more concrete wages as he progresses.  

The next position is for an Emergency Services & Safety Coordinator.  Mr. Davis stated that as the County grows and becomes more complex with the infusion of citizens from the metropolitan area those individuals want a rural atmosphere but demand protection.  He said that this position gives the County Commission the opportunity to have a professional on staff to act as a liaison between the County Commission, fire, police and ambulance regarding the demands of public safety.  Mr. Davis stated that the professional will develop long and short term plans on safety within the county government.  President Teufel stated that we will get opposition on this and he said that he felt that some responsibilities would be duplicated.  He said that we will have to discuss this position further.  Mr. Davis stated that all three positions will be controversial.  President Teufel stated that another thing that we need to consider is our Emergency Director and the Commission will need to really discuss this position before any decisions are made.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the policy statement will have an impact and there would be a few things that would run parallel.  President Teufel stated that the Commission will have to revisit this position.

The third position is for a Grant Coordinator.  Mr. Davis stated that we currently deal with grants in different areas and it primarily falls on the Administrator.  He said that the time that it takes is greater than he thought.  Mr. Davis stated that this position would focus on administering current grants and look at grant availabilities in the State.  He said that the Grant Coordinator would identify the grants and actively pursue those grants and assist the Sheriff with the COPS grants.  The position will pay for itself.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

President Teufel stated that on Monday Dave Weller put on the same presentation for the Ambulance Authority that he presented to the County Commission regarding a fire fighting training center that would be located on the property at James Rumsey.  He said that Mr. Weller is asking the Ambulance Authority for equipment that would be included in that training.  President Teufel stated that the Ambulance Authority took action to transfer Engine 58 for drivers’ training.  He said that Mr. Weller will be meeting with Senator Byrd next week regarding funding.    

President Teufel stated that the Ambulance Authority sent out 8,000 notices of late fees.  He said that they also discussed personal health benefits and took action to pay 50% of family coverage.  President Teufel stated that there are about 10 employees that carry family coverage and this is a benefit that they can not afford because their salaries will not support the cost of that family coverage.

President Teufel stated that the timing is off on the doors on the first floor of the Dunn Building.  He said that Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell adjusted that timing.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the doors that lead into the Dunn Building are displaying a lot of notices and posters.  He said that he would like those notices to be placed on a prescribed bulletin board and notices should not be on the walls of the stairwell.  President Teufel stated that we will need to take a look at that issue.

Re:

Draft Goals and Objectives – 2007 – Discussion/Action

A draft of the Goals and Objectives of the County Commission for the year 2007 was included in the Commissioners packet for their discussion and/or action.  The first listing of goals and objectives is for the building facilities.  Among those goals and objectives were the Berkeley Building and the goal to complete the move of the Prosecuting Attorney’s office to the Judicial Center and arrange the move of the new Circuit Court judge in the Center.  The Commission hopes to begin the surplus process of the downtown buildings vacated by the judicial offices and to proceed with the final design and bid documents for construction of the Crawford Building as Phase II of the Judicial Center project.  The Commission would like to complete the window replacement and window painting in the Dunn Building and close on the 8.6 acre parcel at the Tabler Station Business Park.  Additional goals and objectives include the continued work on the Chiller project for the Dunn Building and Crawford Building HVAC and continuation of the roof design for the Dunn Building roof replacemnet.  The Commission would also like to complete the designs for the Raleigh Street and Church Street parking lot improvements.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that the Commission also include Cumbo Yards under the facilities list.

Planning was the next issue that the Commission would like to address in 2007.  The list of planning issues included the completion of the preparation of a draft zoning ordinance and the necessary public hearings on the document, approval of the draft zoning ordinance and continuation of the work on the Homeland Security planning for the county in conjunction with the State of West Virginia’s Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety Homeland Security State Administrative Agency.  Asp the Commission would continue work on the development of a GIS department beginning with the bid award on aerial photography. 

The next issue on the Goals and Objectives list was Economic Development.  The Commission will strive to continue infrastructure development and begin infrastructure construction work at the Tabler Station Business Park through the partnership with the Development Authority and Region 9 and continue the pursuit of prospects for the sale of the lots in the Tabler Station Business Park.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like the Commission to include Cumbo Yards on the listing for Economic Development.

Technology was the next issue included on the Goals and Objectives List.  This issue included the addition of real time audio and video streaming of the Commission meetings to the County’s web site.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he would like the Commission to push hard to achieve this goal.  Additional items of technology included the addition of the Crawford Building to the computer network through the expansion of the fiber network from the Dunn Building, continue the back scanning project of the Circuit Clerk’s records from 1993 to the present, complete the proofing of the County Clerk’s index, continue the exploration of payment of taxes and fees on-line through changes to the State Code if required and the placement of mapping on line from GIS and Assessor’s office records.

The Commission included issues regarding Personnel on their Goals and Objectives.  Those issues included the implementation of phase two of the Compensation plan for county employees, implement a performance review program on July 1, 2007 and institution of pay-for-performance where appropriate, updates and automation of the payroll system to allow access to payroll reports, continuation of work with Blue Ridge CTC to develop needed training programs, development of a flexible benefits program with projected implementation by 7/1/08 and formalize a Safety Committee and work with BRIM in providing increased safety training.

The Commission will be working with the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in its traffic study and report.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he will be meeting with Bob Gordon of the MPO on Tuesday and he said that he would discuss this issue with him.

The Commission will continue their work with the Clean Air Task Force to approve a plan and recommendations to the State and coordinate with members of the Clean Air Task Force Early Action Compact and neighboring regional stakeholders.

The Commission will continue to work with the Airport Authority to assist with the second Balloon Show.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Airport Authority has a lot going on at this point.  He said that Tiger Aircraft is an issue that will need to be discussed.  Following a brief discussion, the Commission requested a letter be forwarded to Senator Rockefeller to see if the Commission can assist, in any way, to keep development around the airport and its viability.  

The Commission will continue to support the development of a Fire Board Long Range Plan and Capital Improvement Plan and its implementation with year one funding on the Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Department facility.  The Commission will encourage the continuation of the ongoing work of deed closures on easements recommended by the Farmland Protection Board and approved by the Berkeley County Commission.  The Commission will continue to work with the Solid Waste Authority on the various issues facing the County regarding recycling, a transfer station and commercial recycling.

Affordable Housing will also be addressed by the Commissioners in 2007.  The Commission will strive to develop the 2007 plan for the use of Housing Consortium dedicated funds from HUD and implement year one use of funds and complete 2007 dedicated plan expenditures.  The Inwood Watershed Project will be addressed through the continued assistance to the Soil Conservation District in the ongoing project for the Inwood Watershed.  This will be accomplished through continued exploration of funding sources to assist in the construction of the project and completion of the transition of project funds and oversight to the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District.

The Engineering Department will also be addressed this year regarding the new technology being installed in that office.  Commissioner Collins stated that the new system should be in effect within the next six to eight months.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law

Policies Pertaining to Berkeley County Judicial Center Procedures – Discussion/Action

Draft Letter of Intent – Aerial Photography Project – Berkeley County Planning Commission – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, came before the Commission with two issues today.  The first issue was the policies pertaining to the procedures of the Judicial Center.  Mr. Bentley stated that this document will be ready next week.  He said that he had a meeting on Monday with the stakeholders and he had not received everything back from them regarding the procedures.


The next issue was a draft letter of intent for the Aerial Photography Project.  Mr. Bentley provided the Commission with the draft of the letter of intent and stated that the letter represents the intent of the Planning Commission and the County Commission to purchase the services for the aerial photography and to go forward now with payment to follow upon completion.  Mr. Bentley stated that the letter needs to go out today and requested that, once approved and signed, it be faxed to Kimmel by close of business today.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the letter of intent and authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Items from the Public

Matthew Umstead of the Morning Herald approached the Commission regarding accommodations for the media at the Judicial Center.  President Teufel stated that the Commission discussed the issue of having an area for the media in that facility.  He said that he spoke with Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM and is currently waiting for Mr. Hjermstad’s recommendation.

The Commission recessed for lunch.

PM SESSION 

Re:

Preston Gooden, Berkeley County Assessor



Presentation of Tax Books – 2007 – Discussion/Action

Review of Procedures – Review and Equalization – 2007 – Discussion/Action


County Assessor Preston Gooden approached the bench and stated that they will be closing the tax books and presenting them to the Commission.  He said that there is an increase in tax accounts in 2007.  Mr. Gooden stated that there are 7,000 new accounts and the real estate assessed at $867,128,000.00.  He said that there are 3,000 more Homestead exemptions this year and 48,138 parcels increased in value by $2,000.00 or more.  Commissioner Collins stated that next year we should see a big increase because of the taxable personal business taxes that are being assessed.


The first individual to come before the Commission under the Board of Review and Equalization was Sandra Hudson.  Ms. Hudson stated that she purchased her home in 1998 and her assessment increased by $9,000.00 this year.  She said that she has three comparables that she would like to present.  Mr. Gooden stated that he would be happy to take Ms. Hudson over to his office and take another look at her real estate property.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that the Commission has a list of the vacancies and term expirations of the various Boards and Commissions included in today’s packet.  He said that the first expired term is that of Robert Mudge.  Mr. Mudge serves on the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority and his term expired on October 31, 2006.  President Teufel stated that he spoke with Mr. Mudge and he expressed his desire to be reappointed.  He said that Mr. Mudge is doing an excellent job and he has turned in his financial statement to the Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the Commission will be sending out letters asking for interested parties to submit an application to a Board or Commission.  He said that he would like to hold off taking any action on appointments.  President Teufel stated that he did not have an issue with that in regard to those people that are not responding to us but Mr. Mudge is very active and he would recommend his reappointment.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Robert Mudge to the Ambulance Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

President Teufel stated that he is carrying around blank financial statements to give out to those that have not completed the statement.  Commissioner Stubblefield suggested that the Commission send out a letter stating that the member needs to complete the financial statement or be removed from the Board.  President Teufel stated that the Commission can not remove a member from a Board or Commission.  He said that they can only be removed through the action of the Circuit Judge.  Commissioner Stubblefield said that he would still like to forward a letter encouraging the members to fill out the financial statement.  Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator, stated that the staff has already forwarded a similar letter to those members.  

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

The updated Commission calendars for the months of February and March were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting: 

1. February 1, 2007 – The County Commission will sit as a Board of Review and Equalization between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

2. February 5, 2007 – The County Commission will sit as a Board of Review and Equalization between the hours of 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.

3. February 8th, 15th, and 22nd, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

4. February 12, 2007 – The County Commission will sit as a Board of Review and Equalization between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

5. February 16, 2007 – The County Commission will sit as a Board of Review and Equalization between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

6. February 19, 2007 – President’s Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

7. February 20, 2007 – The County Commission will sit as a Board of Equalization between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

8. March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of February and March

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of February and March were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. February 5, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. February 6, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

3. February 6, 2007 – The Berkeley County Roundhouse Authority will meet.

4. February 6, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

5. February 7, 2007 – The Airport Authority will meet.

6. February 8, 2007 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

7. February 12, 2007 – Pan Tran will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

8. February 12, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

9. February 14, 2007 – The Board of Directors of the Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

10. February 20, 2007 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

11. February 21, 2007 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

12. February 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

13. February 22, 2007 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

14. February 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

15. February 26, 2007 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

16. February 28, 2007 – Region 7 will meet in Romney, West Virginia beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the January 25, 2007 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 6 in the middle paragraph the minutes read “Further discussions took place regarding 2008 bond issues and they are hopeful for a reduced rate because of those customers that use very little water but are required to pay more that they should.”  He said that the sentence should read “Further discussions took place regarding 2008 bond issues and they are hopeful for a reduced rate for those customers that use very little water but are required to pay more than they should.”  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 16, middle paragraph, the minutes read “Mr. Wine stated that there are grants available to make digital copies of documents but they hold dear to what is standard and what the County is wanting; no, there are not grants available for the advanced technology.”  He said that they should read “Mr. Wine stated that there are grants available to make digital copies of documents but there are no grants available for advanced technology.”

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 20 under “Alan Davis, Human Resources Director, second paragraph, the minutes read “Mr. Davis stated that he surveyed Washington County, Maryland, Frederick County, Virginia, Hagerstown, Maryland and the City of Martinsburg.”  He said that the sentence should also include Jefferson County and Morgan County.

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 22 under item 3 “Change Order Proposals-Judicial Center” the minutes read “Commissioner Stubblefield stated that that is a substantial amount of money when something is already in place.”  He said that they should read “Commissioner Stubblefield stated that that is a substantial amount of money when the wiring is already in place.”  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that on page 23 under item 7 “Architectural/Engineering Contract-DMJM” the minutes read “Mr. Bentley stated that he went through the contract in detail.  He said that he incorporated the changes and that this is an open ended contract for architectural and engineering”.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the minutes should read “Mr. Bentley stated that he went through the contract in detail.  He said that he incorporated the changes and that this is an open ended contract with DMJM, who was previously selected for an extended contract, for architectural and engineering.”

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 25, 2007 Commission meeting with the aforementioned corrections.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:
Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion



Ed Wilson of the Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival came before the County Commission with a request for funding for fiscal year 2007-08.  Mr. Wilson stated that there is nothing in Berkeley County that brings more people to the area that the Festival.  He said that there are visitors from areas as far away as New York and Delaware.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Festival fills all of the motel rooms in the area.  



Mr. Wilson stated that there is an extremely small percentage of their budget that is dedicated to salaries.  He said that they operate on a yearly budget of $124,000.00 to finance the Festival.  Mr. Wilson stated that the big problem is the increase in the expenses.  He said that they put on a fireworks display and the cost for the fireworks has gone from $2,200.00 to $4,000.00 in just one year.  Last year they had the new corporations of Hunter Company and Guardian Fiberglass with them because of the County Commission’s funding.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Festival Committee appreciates the support of the Commission and the City of Martinsburg.



Commissioner Stubblefield stated that there is no doubt of the importance of the Festival.  He said that he noticed that the request that was submitted to the Commission by the Festival Committee had a range of $3,000.00 to $5,000.00 and there was no description of what the funding would be used for within the budget request.  Mr. Wilson stated that the funding would be used for advertising.  Commissioner Stubblefield requested that Mr. Wilson modify their budget request to include the amount they are requesting and how that funding will be spent.  Once modified, the request can be resubmitted to the Commission.  



Commissioner Collins stated that he has been involved in the Festival for years.  He said that the Festival gives car enthusiasts an opportunity to show their cars and for the festival goers the opportunity to see the cars on display.  



President Teufel stated that the Festival draws tourism dollars.  He asked Mr. Wilson if they receive any help from the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau for advertising or promotion.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau provides $1,500.00 toward the coronation.  He said that the Committee began working with them last summer on advertising and they have a reciprocal relationship with them.  



Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Wilson if they received any other funding.  Mr. Wilson stated that they get substantial funding for the ladies to participate in the Festival.  He said each lady that is a princess pays $750.00 and the queen pays $1,000.00.  This money pays for their gowns, photos and transportation for the weekend.

Re:
Board of Review and Equalization



Todd Alter came before the Commissioners under Board of Review and Equalization.  Mr. Alter stated that he owns 8 rental properties and the assessment of the properties have increased significantly.  He said that the rental market in the area is very difficult at this time and he has offered incentives to renters to keep the vacancy rate down. Mr. Alter stated that he can’t raise his rent at this time.  He said that his gross income has decreased this year and he would request that the taxes stay at the same rate as they were last year.



President Teufel stated that one issue that he has undertaken is affordable housing and he is aware of how the market has turned around.  He said that he would ask Mr. Gooden to go over these properties with you and take the market into consideration.

Re:
Lester Stein, CCAP Loaves and Fishes


FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion



Lester Stein, Treasurer of CCAP/Loaves & Fishes came before the Commission with a budget request for fiscal year 2007-08.  Mr. Stein stated that they are requesting $5,500.00 this year to supplement the grants they provide for rental assistance in Martinsburg/Berkeley County.  He said that their two big ticket items are rent and medical prescriptions.  Mr. Stein stated that CCAP is working with Wal-Mart regarding their $4.00 generic drug program.



Mr. Stein stated that they operate on an all volunteer basis and have no paid staffing.  He said that they are trying to obtain money from other sources and have funding events such as the “Dine Out” where they partner with restaurants, usually on a Tuesday night, and the restaurants donate the proceedings.  



President Teufel stated that the Commission will be discussing the budget within the next few weeks and he is hopeful that the Commission will be able to provide CCAP with some funding.

Re:
Don Wood, Historic Landmarks Commission and Berkeley County Historical Society


FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion



Don Wood of the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission and the Berkeley County Historical Society came before the County Commission with his budget requests for fiscal year 2007-08.  The first budget request was for the Berkeley County Landmarks Commission.  Mr. Wood stated he came before the County Commission last fall asking for matching funds for a grant through the National Register.  He said that the match was for $2,300.00 and that amount of funding was approved by the Commissioners at that time. 

 Mr. Wood stated that they would also like to request $1,445.00 for the cost to publish 10,000 copies of the Berkeley County Driving Tour brochures.  Mr. Wood also requested additional funding in the amount of $240.00 to pay for the burglar and fire alarm monitoring at the Zackquill Morgan House for twelve months, $3,200.00 to pay Cox Hollida for their annual audit and $1,200 to cast a historic marker for the VanMeter Cemetery, owned by the County, near the old VanMeter Stone Bridge.

The next budget request was for the Berkeley County Historical Society for fiscal year 2007-08.  Mr. Wood stated that the Historical Society is requesting $10,000.00 to purchase a new reader printer to enable them to view microfilm of wills, deeds, cemetery records and other items for the tri-county area.  Mr. Wood stated that the NMS Imaging Company of Silver Spring, Maryland provided the estimate cost.  Commissioner Collins suggested that Mr. Wood contact Software Systems to see if they can provide a cost for a reader printer. 

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he appreciated the way that Mr. Wood submitted his budgets.  He felt that they were put together extremely well.

Re:

Board of Review and Equalization

Michael Barney came before the Commission under the Board of Review and Equalization.  Mr. Barney stated that he lives on Route 11, north, across from Ernie’s Salvage Yard and said that in 1997, when his taxes were raised, he went to the Assessor and he made allotments for the people living in that area.  He said that his taxes were raised by $22,000.00 and would like the Assessor to take another look at this property.  Mr. Barney stated that there is an industrial park located at the back of his property and when he looks out his back window all he sees is a warehouse and a stormwater pond.

President Teufel requested that Mr. Barney meet with Larry Hess of the Assessor’s Office to take another look at his property.

Re:

Berkeley Senior Services



FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Ed Wilson, along with Linda Holzapple, Pete Defourny, Robe Cleminson, and Richard Yauger, came before the County Commission to present their funding request for fiscal year 2007-08. 

Mr. Wilson stated that Berkeley Senior Services is asking for $75,500.00.  He said that the Senior Center just keeps getting better and better each year.  Mr. Wilson stated that Ms. Holzapple, who is the Executive Director, is an asset to the Berkeley Senior Services and she is going into her 5th year as the Executive Director.

Mr. Wilson stated that there has been a total of 7,275 hours of volunteer service rendered that equals nearly 4 man years in one fiscal year.  He said that they have a very active program and they would like to use $35,500 of the total funding for building maintenance and $10,000.00 toward the purchase of a new vehicle.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Wilson if they were able to purchase through the government.  Mr. Wilson responded by saying yes.  He said that they would also like to use $10,000.00 for in-home care, $10,000.00 for general transportation and $10,000.00 for their nutrition program.

Mr. Wilson stated that many citizens come to the Center at lunch time for a good hot meal.  He said that they are not allowed to charge for the lunches.  It is contribution only.

President Teufel stated that the County owns that building and he said that the question that he asks each year is whether or not maintenance is getting done because we need to maintain the roof and the structure.  Mr. Wilson stated that everything is working well.  He said that they did have some water in the basement but that was corrected.  Mr. Wilson stated that an HAD grant provided the funds to modify the HVAC system.

President Teufel stated that Senior Services have made a lot of good recommendation for their Board.  He said that there are three terms nearing expiration and the Commission will need recommendations.  Mr. Wilson stated that they are actively seeking members to serve on the Board.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that the County is expanding to individuals at Leadership Berkeley and perhaps someone will serve from that pool.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Teufel stated that there are three slots on the Berkeley County Fire Board that will become available between now and July.  He said that the Commission has conducted two interviews; Tom Bowers and Tim Feltner.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would like to see both of them serve.  He said that Mr. Bowers has a background in insurance and Mr. Feltner has been attending the meetings and has shown a great interest.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would make a motion to appoint Tom Bowers to fill the vacancy left by Ed Calhoun and when the second vacancy becomes available then he would recommend Mr. Feltner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Administrative Issues

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Housing Consortium – Berkeley County Plan Recommendation – Discussion/Action


In the absence of County Administrator Deborah Hammond, Human Resources Director, came before the County Commission to present some of the administrative issues listed on today’s agenda.  Mr. Davis presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine informing the Commission of the resignation of Judy Butler effective January 26, 2007.  Ms. Butler resigned after four months with the County.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Butler effective January 26, 2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.  Mr. Davis stated that he forwarded an exit survey to Ms. Butler for completion.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A recommendation, for the hiring of Christopher Eurice for the position of Planner I, was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Davis stated that a total of 17 applications were received and four applicants were interviewed.  He said that Mr. Eurice has a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science from Shepherd University, possesses GOS/GPS experience and has a strong knowledge of plan review.  Stefanie Allemong, Planning Director recommended the hiring of Mr. Eurice at the entry level compensation rate of $33,471.00.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he noticed that the application revealed that Mr. Eurice has had 5 jobs in the past 5 years and there is no record of employment since November, 2005.  He asked Mr. Davis if he contacted Mr. Eurice’s last employer.  Mr. Davis stated that, without Ms. Allemong being here, he could not answer that question.  Commissioner Collins, who serves on the Planning Commission, stated that he had no problem waiting until next week to take action.

3. Housing Consortium – Mr. Davis stated that in 2006 the Housing Consortium was formed with the City of Martinsburg, Berkeley County, Jefferson County, Morgan County, Ranson, West Virginia, Charles Town, West Virginia, Shepherdstown, West Virginia and Hedgesville, West Virginia.  He said that a public hearing was held and the proposal date was set on January 11, 2007.  Mr. Davis stated that three applications were received with $160,000.00 going to Berkeley County for 2007-08.  Habitat for Humanity has a three year plan that will begin on July 1, 2007 and commence on October 31, 2010; a full three year commitment.  Telemon will receive $50,000.00 for the period of July 1, 2007 through June 31, 2008.  Their funds will be used to secure land for affordable housing.  Berkeley County’s portion will assist public employees to secure a home i.e. State Police Officers, guards at the Eastern Regional Jail, who qualify under HUD.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Habitat for Humanity has a certain amount and Telemon has a certain amount; is Berkeley County independent?  Mr. Davis stated that we have three years to use the funding and if the demand for the funds is not used then we can allocate the funds as we choose. 

 Commissioner Stubblefield stated that this puts Berkeley County in a very uncomfortable position.  President Teufel stated that our initial concept is to support people coming in the area.  He said that we want to supplement those individuals that live out in the County.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that all three are excellent programs and they are all trying to do the same thing which makes for a difficult decision.  A lengthy discussion took place regarding the concept and Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he had difficulty with the process and no criteria in place.  He said that if the criteria had been in place early on then he would feel more comfortable but it was not done in the beginning.  Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Davis if a decision had to be made today.  Mr. Davis stated that he was not sure if Ms. Hammond needed a decision today.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda when Ms. Hammond is present.

Re:

Preston Gooden, County Assessor



Board of Review and Equalization Session #1 Recess

County Assessor Preston Gooden approached the bench and stated that he has sent out an appraiser to revisit the property of Sandra Hudson who appeared earlier today.  He said that the properties of the other individuals who came in today will be studied and he would provide a letter of his findings to the Commission.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to recess the Board of Review and Equalization for today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Clint Hogbin



Solid Waste Authority – FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

Clint Hogbin, Chairman of the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority, came before the County Commission with his budget presentation for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the Solid Waste Authority is requesting $101,459.00 this year.  He said that the budget request, coupled with $56,000.00 from the general operating account of the Solid Waste Authority and a projected $29,616.00 in commodity income will allow for the continued operation of the Berkeley County Recycling Drop Off Program.

Mr. Hogbin stated that the Authority hosted a Freon event last year and an electronics event that were very successful.  

Mr. Hogbin provided several graphs to the Commissioners to show them the increases in tonnage (up 5% in 2006), participation (up 23% in 2006) and the increase in specific tonnage such as scrap metal, plastic bottles, mixed paper and green glass.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Mr. Hogbin if Solid Waste would have enough money to provide the electronics event again this year.  Mr. Hogbin said yes and no; it is not in their budget but they may be able to save enough money elsewhere to host the event.

President Teufel asked Mr. Hogbin if he could explain what the Solid Waste Authority is doing with empty ink jet cartridges.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they have a mailer where people can simply put those used cartridges in the mailer and send them off.  He said for each cartridge that is received the Solid Waste Authority receives $1.00.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he wanted to commend Mr. Hogbin on his presentation and the detailed information that was presented today.  Mr. Hogbin stated that he may have to appear before the Commission at a later date regarding the electronics event.

President Teufel stated that part of the goals and objectives of the County Commission is a transfer station.  Mr. Hogbin stated that last year the Solid Waste Authority was given funds to have a study done on a transfer station.  He said that the bid was awarded to GAI Consultants and they have started the study and should have recommendations by this summer.

Re:

James Moore, Eastern Panhandle Conservation District 



FY 2007-08 Budget Presentation – Discussion

James Moore of the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District came before the County Commission to present his budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Mr. Moore stated that the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District is asking for $10,000.00 for fiscal year 2007-2008.  He said that this is the first year that the Conservation District has asked for increased funding.

Mr. Moore stated that the Conservation District has hired an outreach person to present conservation issues to local organizations and schools.  Commissioner Stubblefield stated that Berkeley County is different than the other counties in the State.  He said that we are not a cookie cutter county and because of Jim Moore the State has allowed us to do something unique.

President Teufel stated that the Conservation District has played an important part in projects and the small contribution that the County makes is used very wisely.  He said that the Commission appreciates all that the Conservation District does.  

Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he knows that $5,000.00 of the $10,000.00 being requested will go toward the specialist but he needed to know what the other $5,000.00 would be used for.  Mr. Moore stated that it would be placed in their general budget.

A list of the Conservation District’s accomplishments was presented to the Commissioners for their information.  Included in those accomplishments was money, in that amount of $265,333.00 received from the WVCA for programs and projects in Berkeley County, $315,500.00 that represented money spent/appropriated for programs and projects in Berkeley County, $42,000.00 for the Dupont Soccer Fields Green Parking Area, $8,000.00 for the War Memorial Park Stream Restoration, $50,000.00 additional funds for the Inwood Storm Water Management Project, $36,000.00 for a District Outreach Specialist, and $200,000.00 for the Berkeley County Water Resource Study that is to be completed in March of 2007.

Re:

Debbie Barthlow, Children’s Home Society



FY Budget Presentation – Discussion

Debbie Barthlow of the Children’s Home Society came before the County Commission to present their budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Ms. Barthlow stated that they are requesting $5,000.00.  

Ms. Barthlow said that the Children’s Home Society works with children that are sexual abused and home abused.  The children are interviewed one time and are not subjected to repeated interviews.  She said that they have come a long way since inception.  Ms. Barthlow stated that in February they moved to the Pink House on High Street.  They were awarded through the National Children’s Alliance in 2006 and have applied for another grant in the amount of $50,000.00 in 2007.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked Ms. Barthlow if the Commission provided any funding last year.  Ms. Barthlow stated that they received $5,000.00 from the Commission.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked how the money would be used.  Ms. Barthlow stated that it would be put into their general fund.  Commissioner Stubblefield then asked if they received any State or Federal funding.  Ms. Barthlow responded by saying no.

President Teufel stated that the Commission appreciated Ms. Barthlow for coming in today and hopefully the County will be able to provide the Children’s Home Society with some funding.

Re:

Administrative Issues (revisited)

President Teufel stated that there is a Cancelled Check Order in the packet today for Commission approval.  If action is taken, the Order will cancel check #022882 in the amount of $160.00 to the US Postmaster, check #0060982 in the amount of $82.22 to Stephanie Miller, and deposit stub #906888 in the amount of $833.43.  Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  

President Teufel stated that the next administrative issue was a change order from Cox Hollida for professional services.  The change order would allow Cox Hollida to reconcile bank balances with subsidiary ledgers, review subsidiary ledgers to determine amounts listed are valid and determine amount that are required to be submitted to the State of West Virginia as unclaimed property in the Circuit Clerk’s Office.  Cox Hollida will charge $110.00 per hour with a not to exceed amount of $2,500.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the change order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Judicial Center Staffing – Discussion



Equipment – Discussion/Action

Sheriff W. Randy Smith came before the County Commission regarding the staffing at the Judicial Center and for equipment requests.  Sheriff Smith stated that the Judicial Center has faced a lot of issues and there are still some issues there.

President Teufel stated that he would like Sheriff Smith to update the Commission on the staffing.  He said that it looks like it is under control at this time.  President Teufel stated that the Commission approved 10 extra people and then asked Sheriff Smith how they are working out.  Sheriff Smith stated that in a month or so the issues with Equip regarding the control room may eliminate some people.  He said that he is getting everyone on board.  Sheriff Smith stated that scheduling is another issue at this point.  He said that he schedules people during trials and pleads are entered and that leaves people just standing around.  Sheriff Smith stated that there may be a heavy docket in the morning and nothing in the afternoon.  He said that it is a nightmare.  Sheriff Smith stated that the Commission appropriated funds through the month of January and he said that we need to continue to appropriate those funds until the contractors are out of the building.  President Teufel stated that will be a funding impact over the next five months.

The next issue was the request for equipment.  Sheriff Smith stated that the Home Confinement Program purchased two new vehicles.  He said that they have collected a total of $128,000.00 in that Program and he would like to purchase two more vehicles; one for the road and one to replace the old Blazer.  

President Teufel stated that the Commission allocated certain things out of that fund and he is aware that there is a good bit of money in that account.  He said that he would be in favor of the purchase of two new vehicles.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to remove enough funding from that account to purchase two new vehicles and to do a budget revision.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

Sheriff Smith stated that he would like to purchase a new vehicle for the deputy assigned to Animal Control.  President Teufel requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved.

President Teufel declared the Commission officially out of executive session for personnel issues.

During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no actions were taken.  

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stubblefield and unanimously approved. 

Approved:__________________________________________



Steven C. Teufel, President              

