Berkeley County Commission Meeting                       December 14, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Pamela Swartwood, Gwen Campbell, Rev. Mark Johnson, Preston Gooden, Stefanie Allemong, Megan Clark, Tommy Puffenburger, William Teach, Max Silver, Deborah Nichols, Mike Folk, Alan Davis, Virginia Sine, Matthew Hjermstad, Christine Johnson, Mary Kackley, Matthew Mullenax    

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Mark Johnson of the Independent Bible Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Teufel.

 

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  He stated that he would like to make the executive session the last thing on today’s agenda.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve today’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 



The purchase order log for the week of December 11, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond stated that she questioned a purchase order on page 15 in the amount of $128.93 charged to the County Commission Travel Line.  She said that Engineering is currently looking into the matter to see if the charges were made by that office.  Ms. Hammond requested that that purchase order be pulled and not acted upon until further information can be obtained.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the purchase order log with the aforementioned request.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the December 7, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the Commissioners with the following exonerations for their approval:

1.   Dusinger, Joyce E. – District 04 – Ticket #22809 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,128.40.  Wrong Class keyed.  Should be Class II.

2.   Resh, Tony, Jr. – District 03 – Ticket #19518 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $791.25.  Wrong Class keyed.  Should be Class II.

3.   Duke, Delores – District 08 – Ticket #42873 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $500.49.  Wrong Class Keyed.  Should be Class II.  

 

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

Mr. Gooden presented the following application for consolidation of property to the Commissioners for their approval:

1.   Hess, Wilma J. – Gerrardstown District – Consolidate .4542 acre Middle Creek, Map 26, Parcel 23.11, .13 acre Middle Creek, Map 26, Parcel 23.10, .16 acre Middle Creek, Map 26, Parcel 23.9, .11 acre E/S Mtn., Map 26, Parcel 23.8 and 4.6083 E/S Mtn., Map 26, Parcel 23.4.  Total assessed value $60,120.00.

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the application for consolidation of property for Wilma Hess.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Board and Commission Reports

Commissioner Teufel attended a public hearing regarding the Home Consortium on Tuesday evening and reported that they are working on affordable housing for this area.  The hearing was held in the County Commission Chambers located in the Dunn Building.

 

Commissioner Teufel attended a tabletop exercise regarding the Pandemic Flu in Romney, West Virginia on Wednesday.  He reported that there were 9 counties represented at the exercise, which was funded through the State of West Virginia, and it allowed the counties to discuss what they have.  Commissioner Teufel stated that it was a very good meeting.

 

Commissioner Teufel stated that the Berkeley County Fire Board will be meeting this evening and he would have a full report on that meeting next week.

 

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District on Monday and reported that there will be a bid award on their future projects.  

 

Commissioner Collins stated that Pan Tran met on Monday.  No report was given on that meeting.

 

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer Board and reported that they held a pre-bid conference for the northend project.  He stated that they will be starting on the expansion project on the Inwood and Baker Heights Pumping Stations the first of the year and they should be finished within six to nine months.

 

President Strauss met with the Berkeley County Development Authority and reported that the members took action to move ahead on the Tabler Station Business Park.  He said that they are currently paying a high interest rate and they decided to go with a lower rate so they asked Crews and Associates to start the bond project.  President Strauss stated that they will be asking for one million dollars plus their current indebtedness.  He said that once the lots are sold in the Tabler Station Business Park the members will parlay the proceeds to purchase additional properties.  

 

President Strauss stated that the Magistrates have moved into the new Judicial Center and we are working out a few bugs that surface whenever there is a transition of this magnitude.  He said that Probation will be moving next week; the Family Court will be moving between Christmas and New Years and the Prosecuting Attorney will be moving early in January.   Commissioner Teufel stated that he visited the Judicial Center yesterday and two judges had their screens down and working.  He said that they both seemed to be pleased with their surroundings.  President Strauss stated that there is a media room there but we need to bring in some equipment and furniture to fully develop that area.  He said that the E-Docket is being installed today and by next week it will contain information.  There will be an E-Docket for the Magistrate Court; an E-Docket for the Circuit Court; and, an E-Docket for Family Court.

 

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

A response was received from Carolyn Bishop stating that she did not wish to be reappointed to the Nuisance Appeal Board.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Ms. Bishop was a great asset on that board then moved to accept her wishes and to forward a letter of thanks to her.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

 

Janette Caplan, Dimitria Conner and Jean Bibby forwarded their response to the Commission expressing their desire to be reappointed to the Berkeley Senior Services.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Ms. Caplan, Ms. Conner and Ms. Bibby to another term on the Berkeley Senior Services.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

A financial statement and application was received from Ruby Kern.  Ms. Kern expressed her desire to be appointed to the Berkeley County Public Service Water District.  Commissioner Collins stated that Ms. Kern has experience in the water issues in Berkeley County and she would be a great asset to that Board.  He then made a motion to appoint Ms. Kern to the Berkeley County Public Service Water District.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  This appointment is filling the unexpired term of William Stubblefield and expires June 30, 2011.

 

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

The updated Commission calendars for the months of December and January were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1.  December 21, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. December 25, 2006 – Christmas Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

3.  January 1, 2007 – New Year’s Day.  The County Offices will be closed.

4.  January 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th, 2007 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

5.  January 15, 2007 – Martin Luther King’s Birthday.  The County Offices will be closed.

 

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of December and January

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of December and January were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1.  December 18, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

2. December 19, 2006 – Parks and Recreation will meet.

3. December 20, 2006 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet beginning at 7:00 a.m.

4. December 25th through December 28th, 2006 – All Boards and Commissions that normally meet have cancelled their meetings because of the Christmas Holiday.

 

Re:

Preston Gooden, Assessor

Draft Review and Equalization Schedule – 2007 Calendar – Discussion/Action

County Assessor Preston Gooden came before the County Commission regarding the schedule for the Board of Review and Equalization for 2007.  Mr. Gooden stated that we need to start the Board of Review and Equalization by February 1, 2007.  He then presented a series of dates to the Commission for their review.  Mr. Bentley stated that we can not exceed three days between meeting dates during that period.  Several dates were discussed and President Strauss requested that the Schedule be finalized next Thursday.

 

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor

Bid Award Recommendation – Dunn Building Window Painting – Discussion/Action 


Tommy Puffenburger, Facilities Department, represented Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor, today to provide the Commissioners with a bid recommendation on the window painting project for the Dunn Building.  A total of two bids were received (1) Stephens Paining with a lump sum of $9,272.00 and (2) Johnson’s Painting with a lump sum of $12,245.00.

 


Mr. Puffenburger stated that both bidders have a contractors’ license and an affidavit of no interest and no OSHA fines.  It was the recommendation of Mr. Russell to award the bid to Stephens Painting.  He then asked the Commission for a start date.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the start date be the discretion of Stephens Painting but not before March, 2007.  Commissioner Teufel stated that they could even start now since the weather has been so pleasant.  President Strauss stated that CTC has Spring Break in March and that would be a good time.  He said that he would like for them to coordinate with the installation of the new windows.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to award the bid to Stephens Painting and advise them to start whenever feasible.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III



Judicial Center Orders – Discussion/Action

Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, presented proposed policies pertaining to the Judicial Center Procedures.  Mr. Bentley stated that these are the policies that the Commission wants to put in place.  He said that in Section I, the Provision of Security tracks the Code and the State Supreme Court Rules.  In Section II, Mr. Bentley stated that the hours of operation are from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. but it is the judges’ discretion to order the doors locked or unlocked if they are working early or late.  He said that in Section III the Possession of Firearms is addressed.  Mr. Bentley stated that only Law Enforcement, Bailiffs and Court Security Officers are authorized.  Section IV references “Access to the Interior of the Judicial Center”.  Mr. Bentley stated accessibility to the interior of the Judicial Center is through a key card entry.  He said that nobody is to bring a visitor into the “non-Public” area.  Mr. Bentley stated that there should be a master key provided to the City Police, Fire and Rescue.  President Strauss stated that we will be discussing that issue.  Section V pertains to After Hour Arraignments.  Mr. Bentley stated that there is a security room provided to the magistrates for the purpose of conducting after-hours arraignments and other proceedings.  Currently the construction crews are present so as soon as the County Commission says that the building is secure then the secure room can be put into use.  There will be no Bailiff services to Magistrate Court after hours.  Mr. Bentley stated that there is no way anyone can gain access to the magistrates in the secure room.  Section VI explains the Custodial Services in the Judicial Center.  Mr. Bentley stated that custodial services will be provided, where possible during the working day by authorized personnel that are provided by the County Commission.  No services will be permitted after the 5:00 p.m. closing time.  President Strauss stated that this issue will also be discussed at 11:15 a.m. today.  The final section is Section VII that pertains to the Delivery and Acceptance of Prisoners.  Mr. Bentley stated that they need to work with the Eastern Regional Jail (ERJ).  He said that ERJ is short handed and will want to use our holding cells.  Mr. Bentley stated that we need to “nip it in the bud” at the onset.  

 

Mr. Bentley suggested that the County Commission approve the Procedures and the document can be amended if need be.  President Strauss asked Mr. Bentley if the Circuit Judges had the opportunity to look over the document.  Mr. Bentley responded by saying no because if you allow everyone to have a say in the Procedures then the document will never be completed.  Mr. Bentley stated that it is the Commission’s building and they are the tenants.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to adopt the Procedures effective today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Max Silver, Pastor, Buck Hill Church



Building Permit – Signage – Discussion/Action



William Teach, County Engineer

Pastor Max Silver of Buck Hill Church came before the County Commission regarding a building permit for a sign that he is installing at his Church.  Mr. Silver stated that he didn’t think that he needed a permit but last week a County Inspector left a sticker on the sign stating that it was unsafe.  Pastor Silver has installed the sign and now wants to lay brick around it to make it safe.

 

President Strauss stated that Pastor Silver was before the Commission last week and he was asked by the Commissioners to apply for a permit.  President Strauss asked Pastor Silver if he did apply for the permit last week.  Pastor Silver responded by saying yes.

 

County Engineer William Teach stated that he had not reviewed the application so he was not sure of the design.  He said that the Inspector placed a stop work order on the sign until a permit was issued.  Mr. Teach stated that the concern is of a foundation to keep the sign from overturning and to check the location to ensure that there is no viewing obstruction for vehicles.  President Strauss asked Mr. Teach what the turnaround period was to obtain a permit.  Mr. Teach stated that it is about 2 ½ weeks.  President Strauss stated that since Pastor Silver applied for the permit last week then he only has another 1 ½ weeks before the permit will be issued.

 

Mr. Bentley asked Pastor Silver if the sign had posts that went into the ground.  Pastor Silver stated that there are posts that are 3 to 4 feet deep in concrete.  Mr. Bentley then asked if the wind could blow the sign over.  Pastor Silver stated that there is no way that the wind could blow the sign over.  Mr. Bentley then asked Mr. Teach to have the Inspector check to see if the sign is dangerous.  President Strauss informed Pastor Silver that the Commission is asking for the Inspector to go out to check the sign to see if it is safe.

 

Re:

Debbie Nichols, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority



Ambulance Authority Exonerations – Discussion/Action

Debbie Nichols of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority came before the County Commission for approval on the following exonerations:

1.  Stevens, Mary – District 8 – Account #46235-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

2.  Easterday, Richard K, Jr. – District 2 – Account #37341-001 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacation property.

3.  Cole, Patricia – District 8 – Account #22024-3 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

4.  Marken, Randy – District 2 – Account #28441-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second home.

5.  Canby, Bertha – District 3 – Account #5201-4 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

6. Newcomb, William – District 7 – Account #31199-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

7. Sweeney, Howard – District 2 – Account #34079-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

8. Frye, Martin – District 3 – Account #45839-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage only.

9. Kramerage, Pamela – District 4 – Account #18799-4 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property

10. Simpson, S. Faye – District 1 – Account #29587-1 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

11. Simpson, S. Faye – District 1 – Account #2312-4 – Tax Year 2006-2007 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

 

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

 

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action  

State Budget Revision #4 – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Petition to Amend ATV Ordinance Attachment A – Leisure Living Estates – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A copy of a letter of resignation from Jamie MacLean was presented to the Commission for their approval.  Ms. MacLean was employed in the Planning Commission as a Planner.  The effective date of Ms. MacLean’s resignation is December 25, 2006.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. MacLean.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Kevin Barthlow as an Administrative Assistant Dispatcher.  If approved, Mr. Barthlow will earn a yearly salary of $22,060.00.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he made a point last week about the number of dispatchers at the 911 Center.  He said that we talked of utilizing personnel and perhaps having the dispatchers in Law Enforcement work in the Center even if they are only qualified at 80%.  Commissioner Teufel stated that, once again, we are hiring another person to work in another department.  President Strauss stated that there is a difference in salary of $4,000.00 but this position is an Administrative Assistant answering non-emergency calls in Law Enforcement.  Commissioner Collins stated that if this position is for an Administrative Assistant then we should leave off the “Dispatcher” title.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the position does require them to dispatch calls.  Commissioner Collins suggested that Human Resources Director Alan Davis look at the job description.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the hiring of Kevin Barthlow.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  

3. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Human Resources Director Alan Davis supporting a recommendation made by Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell to hire Lewis Palmer as a Facilities Worker I.  If approved, Mr. Palmer will earn a yearly salary of $20,295.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Palmer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

4. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from 911 Director Mary Kackley requesting approval to hire Dennis Drummond as a GIS Technician.  If approved, Mr. Drummond will earn a yearly salary of $23,384.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Drummond.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

5. State Budget Revision #4 – A State Budget Revision was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond explained that Steve Allen of Homeland Security and Emergency Services came before the Commission requesting funds for a grant that requires that the grant funds be expended then reimbursed.  She said that the Commission approved funds to be taken out of the Rainy Day Fund.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Revision and to approve the resolution that will accompany the document to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

6. Cancelled Check Order – A Cancelled Check Order was received from the Finance Office for approval by the Commission.  If action is taken to approve, the Order will cancel check #0000109 in the amount of $109,608.61 to BB&T of WV and check #0000002 in the amount of $948.00 to High Performance Cabling.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

7. Petition to Amend ATV Ordinance Attachment A-Leisure Living Estates – A petition was received from the residents of Leisure Living Estates requesting to be included in the ATV Ordinance for enforcement of the Ordinance.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept the petition from Leisure Living Estates and grant Attachment A.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

8. Home Consortium Meeting Report – Ms. Hammond attended a meeting of the Home Consortium and reported that approval was received on their Bi-Laws.  Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair were accepted and Carol Crabtree was elected Chair and Mary Crawford was elected Vice Chair.  Ms. Hammond stated that they are expecting an allocation of funding after the first of the year and they are currently working with the existing funds.  She reported that a public hearing was held on Tuesday and there is a January timeline.  Ms. Hammond stated that they need the County Commission to determine how to use the funds.  The next meeting is scheduled in February and those meetings will be held on a quarterly basis.  

 

Re:

Items from the Public

Mike Folk came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public” with a complaint against the Airport Authority and the recent accusation of a Health Department employee who was allegedly charged with bribery and extortion.

 

The first issue that was discussed was Mr. Folk’s complaint against the Airport Authority.  President Strauss asked Mr. Folk if he had been on the Airport Authority’s agenda.  Mr. Folk stated that the Authority only meets once a month but he would be requesting to be placed on their agenda.  President Strauss stated that the issue really needs to be presented to the Airport Authority and not the County Commission.

 

The next issue that Mr. Folk brought before the Commission was the issue that recently occurred in the Health Department regarding one of their employees.  Mr. Folk stated that his concerns are with the septic tank permits.  He said that the type of topography that is in our area if the Planning Commission goes forth and approves permits it could be fraudulent.  Commissioner Collins stated that there is no evidence at this time.  Commissioner Teufel stated that after the Health Board apprises the Commission as to where they are then we can have the issue on our agenda.  He informed Mr. Folk that this is a State funded position and that he needs to contact the Department and get on their agenda.

 

Re:

Virginia Sine, Circuit Clerk

Facility Change Procedures – Berkeley County Judicial Center Suite – Discussion/Action   


The County Commission requested that Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine come before them today to discuss a number of issues regarding procedures as it pertains to her suite at the new Judicial Center.  

 


Commissioner Collins stated that the first issue that he would like to discuss was regarding the cameras in Ms. Sine’s office.  He stated that the cameras are a part of the security system and should not be tampered with.  Ms. Sine stated that her staff was very upset.  Commissioner Collins stated that the staff will just have to stay upset because the cameras are not there to spy on them; they are there for security.  President Strauss stated that the cameras are placed throughout the Center where ever money is being transacted.  He said that he was astounded that anyone would make changes.  President Strauss then asked Ms. Sine if she was aware that the cameras were being moved.  Ms. Sine responded by saying no.  President Strauss stated that the Judicial Center is a Berkeley County Commission building and tampering with equipment is considered destruction of property and tampering with the camera system is considered destruction of property.  He said that he is also aware that comments were made by Ms. Sine’s staff to E-Quip that “you can change them but they will be changed”.  He further stated that hand gestures were made to the technicians then asked Ms. Sine to address her staff on the issue.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Commission decided to spend $700,000.00 on security for the total environment and it is in the best interest to all areas to be secure.  He said that the system is not meant to be a spy.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the cameras were put there to support and work for the Circuit Clerk’s department.  President Strauss stated that it is the value of the department heads to view their office.

 


President Strauss stated that he received a call from LeScrub regarding the cleaning in the Judicial Center.  He said that they informed him that they were denied access to Ms. Sine’s office.  Ms. Sine stated that she had some of her staff working at that time.  President Strauss stated that if someone is not there at 8 o’clock to unlock the door LeScrub will not clean so he said that you either schedule someone at 8 o’clock or the office will not be cleaned.  Commissioner Teufel stated that we are trying to secure that building.  He then asked President Strauss how many staff members of LeScrub had keys to the building.  President Strauss stated that there is only one person with LeScrub that has keys to the building.  President Strauss stated that he did not want to hear anyone complain if their office is not cleaned.  He said that the County Commission has a letter that will go to all stakeholders and it’s purpose is that there will be no changes made without the express permission of the County Commission i.e. heater not working, lights out.  President Strauss stated that the first call is to be to our Facilities.  Ms. Sine asked the Commission if there was a number for Facilities after hours.  Ms. Hammond stated that there is a number there the Facilities Supervisor can be reached.  President Strauss stated that there will always be issues but someone in Facilities will be there.  Ms. Hammond stated that she would be happy to provide the telephone number.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission does not have time to be spying.  Ms. Sine stated that there have been a lot of people upset over there.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to forward the letter to the stakeholders.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Matthew Hjermstad, DMJM

Dunn Building Roofing and HVAC Study and the Crawford Building Report – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Berkeley County Judicial Center – Discussion/Action


Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM came before the County Commission to present a report on the Crawford Building and a study on the Dunn Building roofing and HVAC.  Mr. Hjermstad also will be presenting change order proposals on the Berkeley County Judicial Center.

 


Mr. Hjermstad stated that he will be presenting a 50% design development of the Crawford Building within the next three weeks.  He said that the Commission will also see the 50% cost estimates including all engineering fees.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that he wanted to focus today on the design. 

 


A power point presentation was presented to the Commission that provided insight on how the courtrooms will look, the waiting areas between the courtrooms and the layout on Level Two and Level Three of the building.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the parking lots were redesigned to accompany additional parking plus to make the intersection safer.  He said that a portion of the parking lot will have the chiller plant for the Dunn Building and the Crawford Building.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that Judicial Street, located between the Crawford Building and the Judicial Center, will be improved for the employees who would like to use that for a lunch area.  Judicial Street will be totally secured.  He said that the Judges’ entrance will be extended so they will have a separate entrance to their chambers.  There will be four assigned parking spaces for the County Commission.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that Level Two, basically, will not be accessible by the public.  He said that detainees will be brought into the sally port then passed over to holding areas.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there is a proposed solution for the storage area for the Circuit Clerk that will be fireproof and for expansion.  He said that Level Three will have the public entering through the front of the Judicial Center and then through a new access.  There will be three new courtrooms, two primarily for magistrate court.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that five State Supreme Court Judges will be able to sit at the bench at the same time.  He said that the bridge connecting the Judicial Center and the Crawford Building will be upgraded.  

 


Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, asked Mr. Hjermstad how much seating would be in the new courtrooms.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there will be 110 seats in the larger of the courtrooms.  He said that they have limitations because of the design of the building.  A virtual tour was then given to the Commissioners.  President Strauss asked Mr. Hjermstad if they would be ready to go out to bid by summer.  Mr. Hjermstad responded by saying yes.

 


Mr. Hjermstad stated that when the building was designed for the outlet mall it was designed to have independent control over the HVAC.  He said that the new design replaces that old system with a new chiller system.  A brief discussion took place regarding the installation of the new chiller system and the various costs involved.  The Commission requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

 


Mr. Hjermstad stated that there are two change orders to be presented to the Commission for their consideration.  The first change order was the cost analysis to perform utility work on Alpha Associates’ sketch dated 10/3/06 along with a 24” high concrete wall to mediate the water from coming up.  The cost of the change order is $18,210.00.  The second change order was at the request of the Prosecuting Attorney at the entrance to the Grand Jury vestibule that can not be locked.  The change order for the cost analysis to replace door #4504 and for the hardware will be $3,304.00.  President Strauss stated that he would like to have Judge Sanders’ opinion on this change order and asked his fellow Commissioners to hold off taking any action at this time.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the change order for the utility work and concrete wall in the amount of $18,210.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 


Mr. Hjermstad stated that the Court Security Officers have asked for a break room.  He said that in the design there was a mail room but the mail man prefers to deliver to each office which leaves that space available.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the Officers asked to have some chairs placed in that room.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he didn’t see a problem providing that to the Officers.  He said that once the Crawford Building is completed then the break room can be moved to that building.  The cost of the chairs from Franklin Interiors will be $1,337.56.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to provide the chairs and space for a break room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 


President Strauss stated that Mr. Hjermstad has been requested to be on site several times a week plus he has worked with the stakeholders.  He said that it is important that Mr. Hjermstad explain the design.  President Strauss stated that there has been a request for an additional $50,000.00 for the added services.  This would be paid on an hourly basis in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that this amount is arbitrary.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve Modification #10 not to exceed $50,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Items from the Public

Matthew Mullenax came before the Commissioners under “Items from the Public” regarding a bid opening through the Planning Commission for Aero-photography.  Mr. Mullenax stated that three bids were received.  President Strauss stated that the issue is not an agenda item and it will have to be placed on next week’s agenda. 

 

Re:

Executive Session – Real Estate

Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for real estate issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 

 

President Strauss declared that the Commission was officially out of executive session for real estate issues.

 

During the executive session for real estate issues no decisions were made and no action was taken.

 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 

 

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. today, a County Commission Association Regional meeting will take place in the Grand Jury Room at the Berkeley County Judicial Center.

 

 

 

 

Approved:________________________________________    





Howard L. Strauss, President

 

 

 

 

