Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                   December 7, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Pamela Swartwood, Gwen Campbell, Marsha Kelley, Rev. Nathaniel Wright, Alan Davis, Holly Roberts, William Teach, Tracy Ball, Steve Aberegg, Stefanie Allemong, Frank Hill, Maria Childers, Matthew Hjermstad, Karlee Copeland, Kenneth LeMaster 

 

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Nathaniel Wright of the Lily of the Valley Evangel Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Teufel. 

 

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for additions or changes, Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 



The purchase order log for the week of December 4, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Ms. Hammond stated that on page 23 there is a purchase order to Louis R. Craddock, M.S. that may be paying all the bills that will be discussed later in today’s meeting with Finance and Purchasing Director Marsha Kelley.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the purchase order log.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  

 

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the December 1, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for corrections or changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden was not present today and no exonerations were presented to the Commission for action.

 

Re:
Board and Commission Meeting Reports



Commissioner Teufel stated that a public hearing will be held in the Commission Chambers on Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. on the Home Consortium.  He said that they will also hold their regular meeting on Wednesday, December 13, 2006 but he would not be attending.  Commissioner Teufel stated that there is a Pandemic Flu meeting being held at the same time of the Home Consortium.  He said that they are trying to get five or six county governments together to discuss the Pandemic Flu.

 



Commissioner Collins attended a joint meeting of the Berkeley County Pubic Service Sewer District and the Berkeley County Public Service Water District.  He reported that they discussed future projects and that they would be spending approximately fifty million dollars in projects between the two of them.  Commissioner Collins stated that the projects will enhance the County and will include the updating of the Inwood and Baker Heights Plants and further expansion of the districts throughout the County.  He said that they will be going out for bid on the northend project every shortly.

 



Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Planning Commission on Monday and reported that the meeting went very smoothly.

 



President Strauss attended a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Berkeley County Development Authority on Wednesday and reported that handbooks were revised.  He said that County Administrator Deborah Hammond was on the Committee that helped rewrite the handbook.  President Strauss stated that the handbook will be presented to the full Board at their next meeting on Wednesday.  He said that there is now a job description for the Director and the Assistant Director as well.  President Strauss stated that the Assistant Director position is currently vacant and they would like to refrain from filling that position until the handbook is approved.

 



President Strauss attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Building Commission on Wednesday and reported that they approved the 2006 Bond Issue for Phase II of the Judicial Center (Crawford Building) and for the design and architectural services on the Emergency Services Building.  He said that OES has been re-named and now falls under Homeland Security and we are looking at a name change for the facility.  President Strauss stated that the bond money will also allow for the purchase of a chiller system for the Dunn and Crawford Buildings.  Another project that will be paid for through the bond money will be the construction on the parking lots on Raleigh Street and Church Street.

 



President Strauss stated that the new Berkeley County Judicial Center opened its doors at 9:00 a.m. Monday, December 4, 2006.  He said that there are some outstanding issues within the building but they are being worked out.  President Strauss stated that the front door of the facility was damaged by the high winds and he said that the Architect was still here, along with the Contractor and a temporary door has been installed until the new door comes in.  

 

Re:
Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action



A response was received from Gregory Ahalt expressing his desire to be reappointed to the Berkeley County Development Authority.  President Strauss stated that he would recommend the reappointment of Mr. Ahalt.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to appoint Gregory Ahalt to another term on the Development Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 



A letter was received from Robert Eckels stating that he did not wish to be reappointed to the Building Permits Advisory Committee.  President Strauss requested that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Eckels stating that the Commission accepted his resignation with regret.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept, with regrets, the resignation of Robert Eckels.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



A response was received from Dr. Robin Townsend stating that he did not wish to be reappointed to the Nuisance Appeal Board.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Dr. Townsend wanted to step down a year ago but he talked him out of it.  He said that he would like the staff to forward a letter to the various veterinarians in the area to spur some interest.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept, with regret, the resignation of Dr. Robin Townsend and to forward a letter of thanks to him for his fine work.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 



Tina Combs forwarded a note to the Commission expressing her interest in serving another term on the Berkeley County Development Authority.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Tina Combs to another term on the Development Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



A response was received from Kim Reid expressing his interest in being reappointed to the Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Mr. Reid to another term on the Convention and Visitors Bureau.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



Brad Bolyard forwarded a response to the County Commission expressing his interest in being reappointed to the Building Permits Advisory Committee.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to reappoint Brad Bolyard to another term on the Building Permits Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 



A response was received from Richard Talbott expressing his interest in being reappointed to the Berkeley County Planning Commission.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he was not interested in taking any action on that appointment.  He said that there has been a lot of negativity and not sure if anything has been done to make things any better.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would not support this candidate at this time and requested that the issue be tabled.

 



Thomas Cronin forwarded a response to the County Commission expressing his desire to be reappointed to the Building Code Board of Appeals.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Mr. Cronin to another term on the Building Code Board of Appeals.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



A response was received from Deborah Hammond expressing her interest in being reappointed to the Berkeley County Development Authority.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Ms. Hammond to another term on the Development Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



A letter of resignation was received from Bill Stubblefield effective January 1, 2006.  Mr. Stubblefield served on the Board of Directors of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District.  Commissioner Collins stated that he hated to see Mr. Stubblefield step down but we have to honor his request.  He then made a motion to accept the resignation, with deep regret, of Mr. Stubblefield.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



President Strauss stated that a letter of resignation was received from Bonnie Stubblefield effective December 31, 2006.  Ms. Stubblefield served on the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Collins stated that this is the same situation that we have with Bill Stubblefield.  He said that he truly hated to see Ms. Stubblefield resign her position on the Planning Commission but we have to honor the request.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the resignation of Bonnie Stubblefield effective December 31, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 



An application was received from Dr. Richard Rauch expressing his desire to be appointed to the Berkeley County Planning Commission.  President Strauss asked his fellow Commissioners if they would like an interview scheduled with Dr. Rauch.  Commissioner Collins responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Teufel agreed and asked the staff to forward an invitation to Dr. Rauch to come before the Commission for a brief interview.

 



A response was received from Judith Lucas informing the Commission that she does not wish to be reappointed to the Nuisance Appeal Board.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Ms. Lucas has done such a good job; he then made a motion to accept her response and forward a letter thanking her for her fine work.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Holly Roberts


Tracy Ball, County Engineering


Steve Aberegg, County Engineering


Inwood Meadows Subdivision Issues – Discussion/Action


Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities, Inwood Meadows, Section III, (Continued) and Tomahawk Hills Subdivision, Lots 1-11 – Discussion/Action



Holly Roberts and Karlee Copeland, residents of Inwood Meadows, came before the County Commission regarding their subdivision and issues of stormwater management problems, road maintenance and safety hazards.  Ms. Copeland approached the bench and stated that a letter was forwarded to the Engineering Office on November 20, 2006 requesting that they address outstanding issues within their subdivision.  She stated that the purpose of today’s meeting was to notify the County Commission of the problems.  Ms. Copeland stated that yesterday the Berkeley County Planning Commission forwarded a letter regarding a letter of credit to the Contractor.  She said that the homeowners are not sure who actually has the development at this time.  Ms. Copeland stated that it started out as being Sulpher Springs LLC and now Manny and Ross.  She said that they are trying to find out how Manny and Ross fits into their homeowners association.  Ms. Copeland asked the Commission if the bond is pulled what could the residents expect.  She said that lots 105 and 106 have become a dumping ground for construction debris.  Ms. Copeland also asked at what point is a permit pulled; she said that there has been no activity since June.  Another issue is the lack of street lights and sidewalks.  She stated that there has been a rise in vandalism that takes place in the dark of night.  Ms. Copeland recommended that street lights and sidewalks be incorporated into the Subdivision Ordinance.

 



President Strauss stated that he wanted to begin with the bonding issue and then work our way through the other issues.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Planning Commission voted Monday to send a letter to the developer informing them that if a new bond is not presented then the current bond would be pulled.  He said that, past that, it is up to the Engineering Office because it would have to be bid out since there are no negotiations on the bond.  County Engineer William Teach stated that if the bond is pulled then it would have to be put out for bid and awarded to a construction company.  He said that it could take several months.  Mr. Teach stated that the future phase has created different options from legal counsel and it would be up to the Planning Commission if they want to try this in a court of law because it is beyond staff authority.  He said that they can not restrict them from building.

 



Mr. Bentley asked “The original building had a bond but the current building has no bond”.  Mr. Teach responded by saying “correct”.  Mr. Bentley stated that if the building is doing improvement there should be a secondary bond.  Mr. Teach stated that the builder has created problems of his own.  The stormwater issue was done before the Stormwater Management went into effect.

 



Ms. Roberts stated that they filed a complaint with the Planning Commission and the office staff said that they would just file it.  Stefanie Allemong, County Planning, stated that she had not seen the complaint but that she would look into it today.  Ms. Roberts stated that it is on the Planning Commission’s web page.

 



President Strauss then asked if anyone else present wanted to address the Commission on this issue.  Donald LeBlanc approached the bench and stated that he also resides in the development and the contractor’s bond is $58,000.00 and that amount will not cover the problems.  Commissioner Collins stated that the bond, initially, could have been a lot more.  Mr. LeBlanc then stated that he wanted to ask why permits were issued with subdivision approval.  Mr. Teach stated that they put up a bond to guarantee improvements.  Mr. Bentley stated that this is the second subdivision that we have run into this problem.  He said that a lot of times you get a bond in 2006 and then in 2008 it is not sufficient.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission may want to look at increasing the amount of bonding to cover the project.  

 



President Strauss stated that this issue of lighting is in the hands of the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Planning Commission is not working on the Subdivision Regulations at this time and nothing can be done right now.  President Strauss stated that it is a good issue to be brought up and the Planning Commission should take a look.

 



Commissioner Teufel stated that these issues have been ongoing for quite some time regarding stormwater management.  Steve Aberegg of the Engineering Office stated that Phase III of the development is to the east and on a down slope.  He said that the water from that portion of the development does not flow into that stormwater management facility.  Mr. Aberegg stated that the water coming into that stormwater management facility is from an old subdivision from the 1960s and 1970s.  Commissioner Teufel then asked about the construction debris.  Mr. Teach stated that an Inspector was sent out to the site and they have been notified to remove the debris but the problem is they are not on site to give it immediate attention.  He said that the problem will be rectified.  

 



President Strauss asked Ms. Copeland, regarding the crime, if she had notified Community Watch through Law Enforcement.  Ms. Copeland stated that they did but no response has been received.  

 



The next issue that was placed before the Commission was the Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities for Tomahawk Hills Subdivision, Lots 1-11.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve both agreements as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Matthew Mullenax, Planning Commission


GIS Proposal (continued) – Discussion/Action



Matthew Mullenax of the Planning Commission came before the County Commission regarding a GIS Proposal that was presented to the Commission during last week’s meeting.  Mr. Mullenax stated that one of the 2006 goals of this County Commission is to develop a GIS program.  He said that he didn’t feel that this is something that the Planning Commission should have to pay for in its entirety; he said that it is the County’s responsibility.  President Strauss stated that he would like to know how the Planning Commission is paying for their portion.  Mr. Mullenax stated that we need a plan before everyone has to pay but it would be $21,000.00.  

 



President Strauss stated that the best benefit is to have a base with overlays and have that available to the public as soon as possible at relatively no cost.  He said that the cost should be borne by the Planning Commission, Engineering Office and the Assessor’s Office.  President Strauss stated that it is an expensive project but the cost should be borne by the stakeholders.  Commissioner Collins stated that he attended a recent meeting and the cost will be broken down according to stakeholders that include the Water District, Sewer District, Planning Commission, Engineering and Verizon.  President Strauss stated that if the Commission doesn’t take action today we can’t get the programs on board.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to make the funds available for the GIS Project.  President Strauss stated that he wanted to make sure that the departments have funds available because he does not want to waste the taxpayers’ money.  Commissioner Teufel asked Ms. Hammond what funding was available.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Planning Commission has expenses in payments to Engineer and the Zoning Consultant but in their Contracted Services line they have $879,000.00 and only 1.33% of those funds have been used thus far.  She said that the Commission may want to look at cost sharing.  Commissioner Collins requested that $21,080 be taken from that line and then move the funding back during budget time.  He then made a motion to take those funds from the Planning Commission’s Contracted Services line and if the funding needs to be put back then it could be done through the Rainy Day Fund.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:
Marsha Kelley, Director, Finance and Purchasing


Louis R. Craddock, M.S. Psychological Services Correspondence – Discussion/Action


Bid Award Recommendation – Motor Home – Law Enforcement – Discussion/Action



Marsha Kelley of the Finance and Purchasing Office came before the County Commission regarding two issues.  The first issue was regarding overdue bills for Dr. Louis Craddock.  Dr. Craddock provides the mental hygiene services for Berkeley County and four bills were outstanding; one as far back as 2002.  Ms. Kelley stated that the purchase order for the outstanding bills was on today’s purchase order log.  She said that her office could verify three of the four cases but the one for Mr. Cole needed further research.  Ms. Kelley stated that needed to verify if Mr. Cole was a resident of Berkeley County.  She said that we are responsible and, by law, we have to pay for these services.

 



The next issue was a bid recommendation on a motor home for the Sheriff Department.  A memorandum from Sheriff W. Randy Smith was included in today’s packet.  Tri-Star Motors submitted the only bid on the motor home in that amount of $12,700.00.  The motor home will be used as a command center.

 



Commissioner Teufel stated that he received a memorandum from Bowles Rice regarding Federal Payroll Taxes.  He said that he thought that the Commission took action back in 2005 to take care of this problem and, here again, they are asking for money.  Ms. Kelley stated that the original amount provided to the County was paid.  Commissioner Teufel stated that “You’re telling me that they received our payment and now we are receiving a letter”!  He asked Ms. Kelley what type of documentation was put in place as a rebuttal.  Ms. Kelley stated that the penalty did not match the W2s.  She said that poll workers were paid during that quarter that needed to be backed out.  Ms. Kelley stated that Auditor Paul Shroyer verified the issue and informed her that we should not have any problem.  She said that Ms. Smith of the Internal Revenue asked her to include that on our correspondence to rebate penalties.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he wanted documentation because he does not want to start out the new year owing the Federal Government.  

 



President Strauss stated that there are a lot of financial issues being brought up.  He said that it is critical that the County is up to date today with the Internal Revenue.  President Strauss stated that Berkeley County has the highest rating in the State and it is critical that we work through this and the weekly items that are being brought up must stop.

 

Re:
Matthew Hjermstad, DMJM


Proposed Change Orders – Berkeley County Judicial Center


Discussion/Action


Programming Proposal – Tabler Station Emergency Services Building – Discussion/Action



Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM came before the County Commission to present proposed change orders for the Judicial Center and to provide the Commissioners with a programming proposal for the new Tabler Station Emergency Services Building.  

 



Mr. Hjermstad stated that the proposed change orders are regarding the Judicial Center.  He said that the change orders represent issues that arose since the move.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that they are still working on the heating system and the front door.  He said that the contractors are scheduled to be done in January so they are still on site and working through the issues.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that he spoke with the stakeholders and they seem to enjoy their suites.  He said that the punch list has grown to include the second, third and fourth floor.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that E-quip has a “need done now list” and it will get done.  



President Strauss stated that he sat in on 56 progress meetings with the contractors and the architect.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that it added quality and long term commitments.  President Strauss stated that he read about a couple of issues in the Journal that included the Grand Jury Room.  He asked Mr. Hjermstad if the Grand Jury Room had approximately 90 seats.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the audience itself plus there is expansion space.  President Strauss stated that the only courtroom for Grand Jury that we have today is in the old courthouse and that has a smaller seating capacity.  He said that the Grand Jury Room in the Judicial Center is four times larger than the Grand Jury room in the courthouse.  President Strauss stated that he sees the Grand Jury Room in the Judicial Center as more of a multi-purpose room and he said that he could see civil trials being held in that room.  

 



Mr. Hjermstad then presented the following change orders to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1.  Window Planter Boxes – Mr. Hjermstad stated that these window boxes would be an enhancement to the building and it is totally up to the discretion of the County Commission.  The cost for the window planter boxes is $16,622.00 and they will be located in the main space of the facility.

2.   Pre-cast Stairs – Mr. Hjermstad stated that there were wooden steps and railing by the loading dock in the early part of construction.  He said that the steps finally just fell apart.  The pre-cast stair will utilize the existing railing at the sally port.  The total cost is not to exceed $2,500.00.

3.   Push/Pull Plates – Mr. Hjermstad stated that when the decision was made to switch from a key entry to an electronic entry system push/pull plates for the detention doors were omitted.  The cost for 9 push/pull plates will cost $1,679.00

4. Utility Work at Foundation – Mr. Hjermstad stated that two issues are involved in this change order.  He said that one issue is to work in the moat to help prevent future water in that area and get the water to the pumps and the other issue is the grading.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the grade on the east side of the building is higher than the floor level and they would like to coat drain tile in that area.  The cost of the change order is $33,303.00 with a clause for rock.  President Strauss requested that this change order be pulled and a breakdown be done.  Once the breakdown is completed then action can be taken on the issue.

5. Camera-Fourth Floor – Mr. Hjermstad stated that this change order will allow the installation of 6 cameras viewing the 4th floor bridges and viewing areas as per owner’s request.  The cost for this change order is $8,866.00.  President Strauss asked Mr. Hjermstad to look at the cameras in the stairwells in the future.

 

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the change orders with the exception of the foundation work in the amount of $33,303.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

 

The next issue that was discussed with Mr. Hjermstad was regarding the programming proposal for the new Tabler Station Emergency Services Building.  President Strauss stated that the new building will house Law Enforcement and Homeland Security and the Commission needs to name that building.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the proposal is in the amount of $40,600.00 and the work is so the County Commission and the stakeholders can made a decision on how big the building will be.  He said that the facility will house Law Enforcement, OES, the Ambulance Authority and the Fire Board.  President Strauss stated that we need to include the programming needs for Central Dispatch.  He said that it involves collecting data and collecting crime statistics and population.  President Strauss stated that the project is to project into the next 20 to 25 years.  He said that the cost will be similar to the 2001 cost of the Judicial Center.  President Strauss stated that the Building Commission took action yesterday on the bond issue and today the Commission will make a decision on how the bond monies will be used.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the action of the Building Commission regarding the bond issue.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director



Central Dispatch Employee Retention Plan – Discussion/Action 

Human Resources Director Alan Davis, along with Mary Kackley, Director of 911, appeared before the Commission regarding an employee retention plan for Central Dispatch.  Several telecommunicators have left the County to pursue the same career in neighboring areas due to the increase in salary being offered and for a less stressful environment.  Mr. Davis stated that he met with Ms. Kackley and Ms. Hammond and after some research he recommended that an additional six full time positions with benefits be added at Central Dispatch effective January 1, 2007.  He said the additional positions will cost $128,490.00.  Mr. Davis also recommended the hiring of a Training/Quality Control Supervisor to work as a liaison with the Fire Board and Ambulance Authority to develop a relationship.  He said that his final recommendation would be to add a 5% shift differential.  The total cost for these recommendations would be $165,005.00 and paid out of the 911 fee.

 

A brief discussion took place regarding emergency calls versus non-emergency calls and the dispatchers located in the Sheriff’s Office.  President Strauss stated that the dispatchers in the Sheriff’s Office are not required to work all hours and they are not required to go through all of the training that is required for the dispatchers at 911.

 

Ms. Kackley stated that her dispatchers are so overwhelmed and understaffed and now they are taking the Sheriff’s calls from midnight until 8:00 a.m.  She also stated that if they take on anymore non-emergency calls they will have to be paid out of the regular budget and not from the 911 fee.  Mr. Bentley stated that he has always advocated that the 911 Center be the dispatch for all calls whether they are emergency calls or non-emergency calls.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the Commission get 911 fully staffed and then sit down and discuss the non-emergency calls.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the recommendations of Mr. Davis.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

President Strauss stated that he wanted to add one more thing today regarding the dispatchers that remain at Central Dispatch.  He said that he would like to forward a letter of appreciation to them on behalf of the County Commission.  Ms. Kackley stated that on behalf of the staff she wanted to thank the Commission.  She said that they are working 12 hour shifts and no one needs to be in the Center that long.  Ms. Kackley stated that she would like to grant them some leave but can not at this time.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to forward a letter of appreciation to the dispatchers at Central Dispatch.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.      

 

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of December – Discussion/Action



Estate Status Hearing – C. Calvin Bayer Estate – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers came before the County Commission today regarding the estate accounts for the month of December and for a status hearing on the estate of C. Calvin Bayer. 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Frank Hill was present today.  Ms. Childers stated that an amended appraisement was requested from Doug and Donald Bayer but that has not been received.  She stated that it is her understanding that Doug Bayer recently had surgery and she said that she has asked Mr. Hill to contact Mr. Bayer.  

 

President Strauss stated that the Commission will need to take action for a continuance.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to continue the estate hearing of C. Calvin Bayer on January 11, 2007 at 11:40 a.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

Ms. Childers then presented the following estate accounts for the months of December to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Lena B. Beck

2. Samuel Webster Bivens, Jr.

3. Matthew Boyd, Jr.

4. Mark J. Carden

5. Edna V. Chrisman

6. Larry E. Cole

7. Kenneth W. Custer, Sr.

8.  Terry M. Dill

9. Annie M. Dudley

10. Robert V. Duffey

11. James V. Fleetwood, Jr.

12. Steward Wesley Frazier

13. William J. Gerspach

14. Virginia Newkirk Grubbs

15.   Helen L. Hager

16. Edgar Bradley Hess

17. John W. Jones

18.   John Hugh Kelly, Jr.

19.  Priscilla A Kipetz

20. Frederica M. Knicely

21. Ted Martin Laign

22.   D. Elaine Lambert

23. Greta W. Laskey

24. Kenneth M. LeMaster, Sr.

25. Larry C. LeMaster

26. Audrey Leona Lewis

27. Mary Elizabeth Lewis

28. Maude E. Mason

29. 29.  M. Evelyn Orth aka Margaret E. Orth

30. Donna Irene Pifer

31. Betty L. Poole

32. Wanda L. Sanders

33. John P. W. Schwartz

34. Hilda Bernadine Thompson

35. Charruth Drucilla Tinsman

36. Beatrice L. Turner

37. Winona A. Webber

 

President Strauss read the estate accounts for the month of December aloud.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the estate accounts as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  

Re:
Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law


Mack Industries – Ordinance – Industrial Revenue Bond Issues – Discussion/Action

Amendment to the Building Commission Lease – Discussion/Action


Amendment – Order Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District – Discussion/Action



Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Public Hearing-Mack Industries – President Strauss asked those in attendance if anyone would like to speak during the public hearing on the industrial revenue bond for Mack Industries.  No response was received.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to close the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  Mr. Bentley stated that this industrial bond passes through the County Commission and does not affect the ten million dollar cap for the County.  He said that there is no liability to the County Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that the bank is providing a letter of credit and they take full responsibility.  Mack Industries will be producing pre-cast concrete materials and will have employees.  The industrial revenue bond is for four million dollars.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to adopt the resolution and authorize the President to sign the documents.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Amendment to the Building Commission Lease – Mr. Bentley stated that this is regarding the Judicial Center and is the third supplemental lease agreement and bond purchase agreement.  The Berkeley County Building Commission took action yesterday for the Order to go forward with the issuance of no more than six million dollars in bonds.  President Strauss stated that the interest rate is at 4.9%.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to pass the Order and to authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

3. Amendment-Order Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District – Mr. Bentley provided the Commissioners with an amended copy of the Order enlarging the responsibilities of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District.  He stated that once the Commission has taken action he would provide them with a clean copy for their signatures.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept the changes to the Order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – City of Martinsburg – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Jerry McKenny as a part time Court Security Officer.  If approved, Mr. McKenny will earn $9.00 per hour and will be paid out of Account 416.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Jerry McKenny.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Termination – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith of the termination of Animal Control Officer Andrew Swaim effective December 5, 2006.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the termination of Andrew Swaim effective December 5, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

3. Resignation – A notice was received of the resignation of Vicki O’Neill effective November 30, 2006.  A copy of a memorandum from Central Dispatch to the Finance Office was included in today’s Commission packet regarding the final pay information on Ms. O’Neill.  President Strauss stated that the memorandum listed a total of 230 hours of annual pay that Ms. O’Neill had accumulated.  He requested that each department head be informed that they are to pay out leave over 30 days of accumulated annual leave at the end of the year.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to accept the resignation of Vicki O’Neill effective November 30, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

4. Correspondence-City of Martinsburg – A letter was received from Mark Baldwin, City Manager of Martinsburg, regarding the distribution of regional jail operations tax for fiscal year 2005-2006.  Ms. Hammond explained that a Bill was passed to assist all counties in meeting their jail bills.  She said that she did touch base with the Tax Office and as of today we have not received our distribution.  Ms. Hammond stated that she would be checking it again today and that it could come in as a wire transfer that will go into the Jail Fund.  She said that the City of Martinsburg wants their portion of the pro-rated share in the amount of $11,557.13.

 

Re:

Items from the Public

Max Silver, Pastor of the Buck Hill Church, came before the Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Pastor Silver stated that his church wanted to replace their sign and that sign has been up for approximately on month.  He said that on Tuesday he arrived at the Church to lay brick on the sign and found a sticker from the Engineering Office.

 

President Strauss stated that a permit will need to be obtained.  Pastor Silver stated that he was told by the Engineering Office that it would take between 6 and 8 weeks before the permit could be issued and he was told that the sign was unsafe.  He said that if he could get the brick in place the sign would be safe.  President Strauss stated that no doubt a permit has to be issued and if he applied then the work can be done in a week if it is a safety issue.  Commissioner Teufel suggested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.  President Strauss recommended that Pastor Silver apply for the permit immediately and he would like input from the County Engineer next week.  

 

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:____________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

