Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                 October 19, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Pam Swartwood, Alan Davis, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Bill Weis, Sandy Miller, Joan Bragg, Gary Collis, Bill Stubblefield, Curtis Keller, Steve Aberegg, Debbie Nichols, Jim Moore, Jay Russell

County Administrator Deborah Hammond was absent from the meeting.

The Morning Prayer was led by Commissioner Collins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Teufel.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  Commissioner Collins stated that, under an emergency, he would like to add the funding for the Sheriff’s vehicles and equipment to today’s agenda right after Ms. Swartwood presents the cancelled check order at 12:15 p.m.  Mr. Bentley asked Commissioner Collins if the issue was, indeed, an emergency.  Commissioner Collins stated that if action is not taken today, the vehicles will be sold.  Mr. Bentley stated that it would be the County Commission’s decision to add the issue to today’s agenda.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve today’s agenda with the amendment of the emergency issue regarding the Sheriff’s vehicles.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order logs for the weeks of October 9, 2006 and October 16, 2006 were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  President Strauss stated that on page 5 of the purchase order log for October 16, 2006, there is a purchase order to Paul Shroyer in the amount of $20,000.00.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Commission does not encumber throughout the year.  Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office stated that she would check with Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, for additional information.  Mr. Bentley stated that this is the first time an encumbrance has shown up on a purchase order log.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Commission needs clarification. 



Mr. Bentley stated that he noticed on page 22 of the same purchase order log that there is an error on the billing for Bowles Rice.  He said that the Commission is being under billed in the amount of $1,400.00 that resulted from a computer problem.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would bring in a supplemental bill.



Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve both purchase order logs with the exception of the purchase order to Paul Shroyer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:
Sandy Miller and Joan Bragg


Magistrate Court



Magistrates Sandy Miller and Joan Bragg came before the County Commission regarding the Judicial Center.  Magistrate Bragg stated that there needs to be arrangements made for an area to house a drop box.  Magistrate Miller stated that it needs to be something where they don’t need to go outside.  President Strauss stated that he has a project meeting tomorrow with DMJM and would bring up the issue to them.  He asked the Magistrates to e-mail him with the request so he could review it and pass it on to the contractors.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following applications for correction of assessment to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Cole, Grady – Falling Waters District – Account #6120155 – Tax Year 2006 – Tax Amount $15.05.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on the land book.

2. Cole, Grady – Falling Waters District – Account #6117427 – Tax Year 2006 – Tax Amount $13.68.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on the land book.

3. Sims, Clifford D. – Arden District – Account #7223074 – Tax Year 2006 – Tax Amount $191.49.  Creating a new ticket for correct amount.

4. Cole, Grady – Falling Waters District – Account #6122448 – Tax Year 2006 – Tax Amount $6.84.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on the land book.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the applications for correction of assessment as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

The following exonerations were presented to the Commissioners for their approval by Mr. Gooden:

1. McDonald, Carroll – District 03 – Ticket #18771 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $146.12.  Business split – no longer any business at that location.

2. Plowden, Chester – District 06 – Ticket #33604 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $114.28.  No longer a business.

3. OBar, Candy L. – District 07 – Ticket #39585 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $165.50.  Was assessed with a full basement.

4. DeGrove, Kristen – District 06 – Ticket #30467 - Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $60.95.  Garage assessed.  There is only a concrete slab on the property.

5. Bennett, William C – District 06 – Ticket #214292 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $44.15.  Keyed as being in the City.  It is in the County.

6. Bennett, William C. – District 06 – Ticket #114175 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $10.77.  Keyed as being in the City.  It is in the County.

7. Eaton, Eric T. – District 03 – Ticket #108200 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $11.54.  Duplicate assessment.

8. Long, Steve A. – District 01 – Ticket #102365 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $124.51.  Keyed a 2000 Ford as a 2002 Ford.

9. Martinez, Christopher – District 04 – Ticket #212022 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $297.50.  Taxpayer is in Panama and he called in to be removed off the list.

10. Cole, John J. – District 04 – Ticket #210238 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $175.76.  Office error.

11. Evy, Sandra M. – District 06 – Ticket #223031 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $176.80.  Office error.

12. Cobb, Ruffner F. – District 04 – Ticket #210210 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $90.55.  Travel trailer was keyed as a motor home.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the September 28, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Teufel stated that he received a letter from Region 9 regarding a meeting being held at Cacapon State Park on Homeland Security and westward migration.  He said that he spoke to OES Director Steve Allen and Mr. Allen will be attending that meeting.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like for Ms. Hammond to also attend regarding grants.

Commissioner Teufel stated that Sheriff W. Randy Smith has asked for additional backpacks for the Judicial Center.  He said that Mr. Allen stated that he had between 5 and 6 backpacks so there will be no need to purchase additional.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Planning Commission on Monday and Attorney Laura Faircloth was there asking questions regarding ESSROC that really should have been asked of ESSROC.  Another issue she questioned was the dinner with ESSROC.  Commissioner Collins stated that those questions should have been asked of the Berkeley County Development Authority, not the Planning Commission.  He said that Ms. Faircloth requested minutes that were taken at the dinner.  Commissioner Collins stated that he informed her that it was a dinner not a meeting and he resented the remark that she made; “the fix was in”.  He said that she indicated improprieties were going on and he stated that he felt it was very unprofessional of her.  Mr. Bentley stated that he wanted to apologize on behalf of his profession for Ms. Faircloth’s behavior.  He said that her remarks angered him.  Mr. Bentley stated that her remarks regarding the Sunshine Law proved that she was not informed.  Again, Mr. Bentley stated that he wanted to apologize on behalf of his profession.  President Strauss stated that when the Berkeley County Development Authority and ESSROC met it was about the pilot agreement and the water resources.  He said that, in good faith, he went to Nazareth, Pennsylvania to work through these issues and Berkeley County was successful in obtaining water resources in the county.  President Strauss stated that it was not the decision of the Planning Commission and no one representative of the Planning Commission attended the meeting.  He said that the agreement was completed long before the County met at the function that was headed up by the Development Authority.  President Strauss stated that it is our job to attend functions and represent our community.  Just like the Grand Opening, President Strauss stated that it was open to the public.  Mr. Bentley stated that the law permits you to attend only when discussing an issue where a vote would come in the future.  He said that he also attended several and we take care; absolutely no evidence was present that “the fix was in”.  Mr. Bentley stated that for anyone of any stature to make that statement reflects their inability.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of Parks and Recreation on Tuesday and reported that it was an uneventful meeting.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District on Tuesday and reported that they are close to bidding out the north end project.

Commissioner Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board and reported that they are in the process of the site work on the new Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Department and they have advertised the bid.  He said that several interested parties have picked up the plans.  The bids will be opened Monday.

President Strauss stated that tomorrow we will be back into the phase of construction on the Judicial Center.  He said that a lot of positive remarks have been received regarding the Grand Opening.  President Strauss stated that Sherry Cain was responsible for the festivities and organization of the Grand Opening and the Commission wanted to present her with a Certificate of Appreciation for her work.  Ms. Cain not only received the Certificate she also received a “job well done” and hand shake from each of the three Commissioners.  She was very elated to receive such an honor.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Two applications were included in today’s Commission packet from interested parties wanting to be appointed to various Boards and Commissions.  Those applications came from Janet Hayes, who is interested in being appointed to the Water Resource Advisory Council, the Community Relations Advisory Board or the Building Permits Advisory Committee, and Richard Shade, who is interested in being appointed to the Development Authority.  President Strauss requested that both individuals be invited to come before the Commission next week for a brief interview. 

A letter was received by the Commission regarding the appointment of members to the Home Consortium.  President Strauss requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda. 

A letter was received from the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board regarding the terms of their members.  President Strauss requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of October and November

The updated Commission calendars for the months of October and November were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting: 

1. October 26, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. November 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 30th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

3. November 23rd and 24th, 2006 – Thanksgiving Holiday.  The County offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of October and November

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of October and November were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. October 23, 2006 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

2. October 25, 2006 – The full Board of the Berkeley Senior Services will meet between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

3. October 26, 2006 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet beginning at 6:00 p.m.

4. October 26, 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Re:

Curtis Keller, BCPSSD

Request for Waiver of Fees – Northend Sewer District Project – Discussion/Action


Curtis Keller of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District came before the County Commissioners to request a waiver of fees for their northend sewer project.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would like to recuse himself from the issue because of his membership on the Board.  He then removed himself from the meeting.


Mr. Keller stated that there are three projects that the Sewer Board would like the Commission to waive the fees upon; Baker Heights treatment plant, Inwood treatment plant and the northend treatment plant. 


President Strauss asked Mr. Keller to put his request in writing and request both the planning and engineering fees be waived.  He said that the Planning Commission and the Engineering Office will review those projects to make sure they meet all of the Code requirements.  


Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like a list of the facilities and would like to wait until next week to take any action.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Berkeley County Engineering Department

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – Stoney Ridge and Cameron Acres, Section C – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Berkeley County Engineering Department came before the County Commission regarding two Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Stormwater Management Facilities.  Two Agreements were presented for approval; (1) Stoney Ridge LLC and (2) Cameron Acres, Section C, Five Points Construction.  Mr. Aberegg stated that both Agreements were complete and recommended approval.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve both Agreements as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Berkeley County Judicial Center Change Orders



Brechbill and Helman



Franklin Interiors

The first set of change orders were from Brechbill and Helman that included the following:

1. Change Order regarding the signage in the amount of $5,385.00.

2. Change Order regarding the Fire Alarm Modules in the amount of $3,931.00.  These were requests made by the Fire Marshall.

3. Change Order regarding the elevator revisions and inspections in the amount of $4,293.00.

4. Change Order for installing fire extinguishers in each elevator in the amount of $355.00

5. Change Order for the used of the elevator for moving furniture in the amount of $4,229.00

6. Change Order from R. H. Lapp to furnish 2 drain pans in the elevators in the amount of $8,363.61

7. Change Order for door revisions in the amount of $4,229.00.

President Strauss stated that he would like for the Commission to take action on the change orders from Brechbill and Helman but would like to hold the change orders from Franklin Interiors until next week to enable the Commission the added time to review each one.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the seven change orders from Brechbill and Helman and to revisit the change orders from Franklin Interiors next week.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Debbie Nichols, Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority



Ambulance Fee Exoneration Requests – Discussion/Action

Debbie Nichols of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority came before the County Commission requesting approval for the following exonerations regarding the Ambulance Fee:

1. Betty Wilson – District 01 – Account #22110-3 – Tax Year 2005 – Amount to be Exonerated $35.00.  Vacant property.

2. Boyce Butts – District 01 – Account #29130-1 – Tax Year 2005 – Amount to be Exonerated $35.00.  Vacant property.

3. Betty Wilson – District 01 – Account #22110-3 – Tax Year 2004 – Amount to be Exonerated $35.00.  Vacant property.

4. George Knipe, Jr. – District 03 – Account #5466-4 – Tax Year 2001 – Amount to be Exonerated $25.00.  Vacant property.

5. Nancy Deeds – District 02 – Account #20141-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

6. Vivian Quaglio – District 08 – Account #14674-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

7. Geneva Gano – District 01 – Account #22124-3 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

8. Georgia Connell – District 01 – Account #3259-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

9. Christy L. Sine – District 03 – Account #5807-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

10. Donna Mitchell – District 04 – Account #6618-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

11. Betty L. Wilson – District 01 – Account #22110-3 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

12. James Hullihen – District 02 – Account #28086-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Recreation lot.

13. Charles Roberts – District 03 – Account #33942-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Cabin.

14. Joyce Renner – District 01 – Account #2008-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

15. C. James Cloud – District 02 – Account #4258-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

16. Larry Faircloth – District 03 – Account #5789-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

17. Larry Faircloth – District 01 – Account #24222-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

18. Carole Kesecker – District 04 – Account #6684-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

19. Ester L. Cole – District 07 – Account #27055-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

20. Marie L. Lissefeld – District 02 – Account #29385-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

21. Anne Morgan – District 07 – Account #23605-2 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

22. Mark A. King – District 02 – Account #4162-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage building.

23. John D. Wood – District 04 – Account #23165-2 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

24. Joey B. Bartgis – District 04 – Account #7078-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

25. H. T. Sonnerley – District 04 – Account #7746-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

26. Robert Kilmer – District 04 – Account #7329-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

27. George H. Rhoe – District 04 – Account #7237-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

28. George V. Rhoe – District 04 – Account #28972-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

29. Linda L. Edwards – District 07 – Account #14297-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

30. Linda J. DeStefano – District 02 – Account #27793-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

31. Kenneth L. Noll – District 04 – Account #20648-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

32. Jennifer Caskey – District 08 – Account #19665 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

33. Virgie Landers – District 02 – Account #4838-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

34. Thomas Ressler – District 02 – Account #38892-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Recreational use only.

35. Thomas Ressler – District 02 – Account #22290-3 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

36. Peter Pasta – District 02 – Account #28193-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

37. Carol Davis – District 07 – Account #13656-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

38. Christopher Monninger – District 01 – Account #20854 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage building.

39. James H. Staubs – District 02 – Account #21390-3 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

40. Katherine E. Killian – District 03 – Account #5802-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Storage building.

41. Katherine E. Killian – District 03 – Account #5803-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

42. Katherine Killian – District 03 – Account #5804-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer cabin.

43. Bobby R. Davis, Sr. – District 02 – Account #28425-1 – Tax Year 2006 - Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second home.

44. Irvin V. Keesecker – District 04 – Account #22878-3 – Tax Year 2006 - Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

45. Leonard McVey – District 02 – Account #28249-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

46. A. T. Edwards – District 02 – Account #4509-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

47. Doris W. Small – District 04 – Account #8109-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer cabin.

48. Maxine Bushing – District 04 – Account #25183-01 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

49. Kenneth Kadala – District 01 – Account #1767-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

50. Jimmy Greenfield – District 03 – Account #5209-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

51. James Butler – District 07 – Account #40779-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

52. Robert Schill – District 02 – Account #22323-3 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

53. Christy Mong – District 01 – Account #1781-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

54. Stephen Ondre – District 01 – Account #41937-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.  

55. Karen Dellinger – District 02 – Account #4127-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

56. Linda Houpt – District 04 – Account #8111-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer cabin.

57. Lois A. Powell – District 02 – Account #28219-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second home.

58. Gregory Emswiler – District 07 – Account #13977-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacation property. 

59. Kenneth Houpt – District 04 – Account #34369-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

60. William Boyd – District 02 – Account #27797-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacation property.

61. Garnett Canby – District 04 – Account #8646-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

62. Garnett Canby – District 01 – Account #3139-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

63. Garnett Canby – District 04 – Account #8647-4 – Tax Year 2005 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

64. Kenneth Watson – District 02 – Account #46626-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Second home.

65. James Donaldson – District 08 – Account #16133-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

66. Frank Wiley – District 02 – Account #28242-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

67. Frank Wiley – District 02 – Account #28100-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer property.

68. Bedington UMC – District 02 – Account #29056-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Sunday school.

69. Juanita Gregory – District 08 – Account #15605-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

70. Sheila Powell – District 02 – Account #46548-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

71. Roscoe Sites, Sr. – District 03 – Account #38199-1 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Vacant property.

72. Etta Comb – District 08 – Account #21316-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  This is a business.

73. James VanMiddlesworth – District 02 – Account #4508-4 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $50.00.  Summer home.

President Strauss asked Ms. Nichols if the Board had reviewed the exonerations and approved them.  Ms. Nichols responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to authorize the President to sign the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  


Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law

Petition to Include Subdivision Streets – ATV Ordinance – Shiloh Farms – Discussion/Action

Inwood Facility Plan Agreement – Eastern Panhandle Conservation District and the County Commissioners – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Petition-ATV Ordinance-Shiloh Farms – The homeowners association of Shiloh Farms submitted a petition to be included in the ATV Ordinance.  President Strauss stated that several weeks ago Glenwood Forest petitioned the Commission to be included in the Ordinance based on the President of the association who is elected by the residents of Glenwood Forest.  He said that a number of residents raised some objections to our action.  President Strauss stated that he wanted to verify that the President’s signature is representative of the residents.  Mr. Bentley stated that the petition says “on behalf” and if it is signed and witnessed then the individuals opposing the action should address the association.  Commissioner Teufel asked what would happen if 6 months later a subdivision wants to be taken off.  Mr. Bentley stated that they can be removed.  President Strauss stated that the Glenwood Forest issue needs to be held by the association and that the Commission is not going to listen.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission was petitioned and if they have a problem with that they need to contact their homeowners association.  He said that he would draft a letter to them explaining the procedure.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to add Shiloh Farms to the ATV Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Inwood Facility Plan Agreement-Eastern Panhandle Conservation District and the County Commission – Mr. Bentley stated that this agreement permits the County Commission to act as manager at the Inwood Facility with Thrasher Engineering or whoever.  He said that the invoices will come to the County Commission for review and then sent to the Conservation District for payment.  Jim Moore of the Conservation District was present today and stated that this was the first time he had seen the agreement.  He said that they have tried to get this document in their hands prior to last night and we didn’t get it so the Board voted not to sign the agreement.  Mr. Bentley suggested that the Conservation District hold a special meeting.  Mr. Moore stated that he would be in Charleston and unable to hold a special meeting.  Mr. Bentley stated that he e-mailed the agreement to the secretary at the Conservation District and further stated that he did not get an “undelivered mail” response on his computer.  President Strauss stated that the Commission will sign the document today and forward it to the Conservation District and ask them to approve it as soon as possible.  Mr. Moore stated that we need to wait until the agreement is signed before Thrasher will be paid.  President Strauss stated that Thrasher should be paid and not held up another month for payment.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the agreement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Bid Opening – Snow Removal Bid – Discussion/Action

A bid opening was scheduled today at 11:00 a.m. for snow removal.  Bids were received from the following firms:




1.  Butts Contracting




2.  Frank McGillen




3.  Custom Contracting

President Strauss stated that the bid price is broken down based on the equipment and the number of hours.  He said that the Commission will forward all of the bids to Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor, for his review and recommendation.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept all of the bids and to forward them to Mr. Russell.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Jay Russell, Facilities Supervisor



Requisition Request – Circuit Clerk – Discussion/Action

Facilities Supervisor Jay Russell came before the County Commission regarding a requisition request made by Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine for security at 126 West King Street.  Mr. Russell stated that after the Circuit Clerk moves to the Judicial Center many of her files will be kept at 126 West King Street and she would like a new security pad installed that only her and her staff will have access.

Mr. Bentley stated that there is a security system in that building; why can’t the access code be changed.  President Strauss stated that that is what he would recommend.  Commissioner Collins stated that the existing system should be sufficient.  President Strauss instructed Mr. Russell to have the existing system changed.

Re:

Alan Davis, Human Resources Director

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Draft Internal Control Policies – Discussion/Action


Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission to present the following issues for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Brenda Blubaugh as a full time employee in the Tax Office.  If approved, Ms. Blubaugh will earn a yearly salary of $20,295.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Ms. Blubaugh.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire William Bennett as a part time Court Security Officer.  If approved, Mr. Bennett will earn $9.00 per hour.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Bennett.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

3. Internal Control Policy IC-1 – Mr. Davis stated that this policy is regarding electronic transfer of funds.  The policy will require an authorization of the County Commission members.  The County Commission office and the County Administrator, as the bank administrator, will be the first point of contact for the necessary approval and signatures in order to authorize a wire transfer.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Assessor’s Valuation Fund is the exception in this case.  Mr. Davis stated that he would amend the policy and present it to the Commission for their signature for the policy manual.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve Policy IC-1 with the amendment regarding the Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

4. Internal Control Policy IC-2 – Mr. Davis stated that this Policy is regarding ACH debits and, like Police IC-1, the County Commission and the County Administrator, as the bank administrator, will be the first point of contact for any request for ACH debit.  The County Administrator and her designee will contact the County Commission for the necessary approval and signatures in order to authorize an ACH debit from any county account.  Mr. Bentley stated that the same caveat should also be applied to this Policy regarding the Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve Police IC-2 with the amendment regarding the Valuation Fund.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

5. Internal Control Policy IC-3 – Mr. Davis stated that this Policy is regarding the bi-weekly payroll reporting.  The Policy will require the Finance Office to provide the County Commission, the County Administrator and the Human Resources Director with a detailed report every pay period containing a breakdown of pay checks/direct deposits issued to all employees.  The report shall reflect, by department number, the name of all employees paid, the number of regular hours worked and the number of overtime hours worked, the amount of the base pay and the amount of overtime paid.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve Policy IC-3.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  President Strauss asked Mr. Davis if he receives a report of overtime from the Finance Office.  Mr. Davis responded by saying no.  President Strauss then asked Mr. Davis is he had received any report of overtime hours worked since July 1, 2006.  Mr. Davis again responded by saying no.  President Strauss stated that he felt that the Commission should receive a report.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to request an overtime report be provided to Mr. Davis each pay period.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Teufel requested that a letter be forwarded to the Finance Office requesting an overtime report that reflects all overtime worked since July 1, 2006.

Re:

Mary Kackley, 911 Director



Verizon Agreement – Discussion/Action/Signature

911 Director Mary Kackley came before the County Commission regarding the Verizon agreement.  Ms. Kackley stated that this is basically to clean up the agreement.  She said that when the original contract was signed they found a glitch in the contract.  Ms. Kackley stated that our lease purchase is a lump sum payment, not monthly.  She said that in the contract it states monthly payment and we need to clean that up.  Ms. Kackley stated that the amendment will require action by the Commission, along with the signature of the President.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the amendment to the Verizon contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re: 

Pamela Swartwood, County Commission Staff

County Clerk’s Finance Office – Cancelled Check Order – Discussion/Action


Pamela Swartwood, Secretary to the County Administrator, came before the Commission to present a cancelled check order for their approval.  If action is taken, the order will cancel Check #0000579 in the amount of $488.26 to The Target Shop, Inc. and Check #0000375 in the amount of $36.00 to Martinsburg Radiology.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the cancelled check order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Cruisers and Equipment Request



Sheriff’s Law Enforcement



Commissioner Ronald K. Collins

Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission allocated $126,000.00 for the purchase vehicles.  He said that currently there are two cruisers sitting down there and if they are not picked up they will be sold.  Commissioner Collins stated that we also need to furnish these two vehicles and the cost will be $125,000.00 for the vehicles and the equipment.

President Strauss stated that a motion will need to be made to declare the issue an emergency and amend today’s agenda.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to declare the issue of the Sheriff’s vehicles an emergency and to amend today’s agenda to include that issue.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

President Strauss asked Commissioner Collins how much it would cost to get the vehicles and outfit them with the proper equipment.  Commissioner Collins stated that it will cost $125,000.00.  President Strauss then asked Commissioner Collins where the funding would be found to pay that cost.  Commissioner Collins stated that there is almost four hundred thousand dollars in the Rainy Day Fund.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the last time the County purchased vehicles there were holes in the roof and other repairs that had to be fixed.  Commissioner Collins stated that they are prohibited to work on the vehicles.  He said that these are pre-wired and some of that labor and material will not have to be done.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the funding of the cruisers and equipment and to fund that expense out of the Rainy Day Fund in the amount of $125,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Administrative Issues



Resignation-Law Enforcement Office

A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith informing the Commission of the resignation of Charmaine Thomas effective October 16, 2006.  Ms. Thomas worked at the Law Enforcement Office and was paid out of Account 700.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Charmaine Thomas effective October 16, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 

Approved:__________________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President

