Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                        August 24, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Gwen Campbell, Pamela Swartwood, Preston Gooden, Rev. Al Clipp, William Stubblefield, Ryan Frankenberry, Curtis Keller, Chad Biller, Jim Moore, Annemarie Collins, William Teach, Anthony Petrucci, Steve Allen, Tom Cronin, Alan Davis, Barb Burkhart, Kenneth LeMaster, W. Randy Smith.

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Al Clipp of the Calvary United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by County Assessor Preston Gooden.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Howard Strauss read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for additions or change, Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve today’s agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of August 21, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  



President Strauss questioned a purchase order on page 12 to the West Virginia Sheriff’s Association in the amount of $400.00.  The charges were for an annual membership and the amount was taken from the Law Enforcement Advertising and Publishing line.  President Strauss stated that the charges should be taken out of the Dues and Subscription line.



Commissioner Teufel questioned a purchase order on page 13 to New Frontiers Telecom in the amount of $51.00 for monthly e-mail.  President Strauss stated that we need to check with Gary Wine of Software Systems because we should be finishing up with New Frontiers and no further amounts should be charged.



Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the purchase order log.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the August 10, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following correction of assessment to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Chesapeake and Ohio RR Co. – Hedgesville District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7213560 – Corrected Tax Amount $2.74.  Real property was exempt under Board of Public Works and should have been made taxable on land book.

Commissioner Collins stated that the application will also need the signature of Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely.  He then made a motion to approve the application.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden presented the following applications for consolidation of property to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. William, Dora – Hedgesville District – Consolidating 0.19 acre, Map 21, Parcel 100.1 and 0.2 acre, Map 21, Parcel 98.  Total Assessed Value $22,440.00.

2. Noll, Peggy – Opequon District – Consolidating 7 acres Whitings Neck, Map 4, Parcel 24, 6 acres Whitings Neck, Map 4, Parcel 30, 2 acres Whitings Neck, Map 4, Parcel 19, 1.02 acres Whitings Neck, Map 4, Parcel 19.1 and 2.17 acres Whitings Neck, Map 4, Parcel 21.  Total Assessed Value $220,980.00.

3. Collis, Curtis – Mill Creek District – Consolidating .4407 acre Bunker Hill, Map 9, Parcel 44.1 and 6.16 acres Bunker Hill, Map 9, Parcel 44.3.  Total Assessed Value $98,880.00

4. Powell, D. Wayne – Falling Waters District – Consolidating Lot 6, Section II Hensell Heights, Map 17, Parcel 99 and Lot 6A, Hensell Heights, Map 17, Parcel 117.1.  Total Assessed Value $140,340.00.

5. Spiker, Russell and Patricia – Arden District – Consolidating Lot 23, Valley View Acres, Map 9R, Parcel 19 and Lot 22, Valley View Acres, Map 9R, Parcel 14.  Total Assessed Value $102,420.00.

6. Brindle, Robert – Hedgesville District – Consolidating .50 acre Tomahawk, Map 26, Parcel 11.2 and .95 acre Tomahawk, Map 26, Parcel 49.  Total Assessed Value $61,980.00.

7. Cunningham, Brian – Opequon District – Consolidating Lot 13, Lights SD, Map 6L, Parcel 4 and Lot 14, Lights SD, Map 6L, Parcel 5.  Total Assessed Value $76,020.00.

8. Banks, Kenneth – Mill Creek District – Consolidating Lot 21, Section A and Lot 20, Section B, Map 6A, Parcel 16 and Lot 22, Section A, Map 6A, Parcel 17.  Total Assessed Value $201,000.00.

9. Albright, Cecil and Carolyn – Hedgesville District – Consolidating 0.52 acre B&O RR, Map 28, Parcel 23.3 and .066 acre B&O RR, Map 28, Parcel 23.1.  Total Assessed Value $99,480.00.

10. Cline, Gina R. – Opequon District – Consolidating Lot 5, Section 1, Redyns SD, Map 16, Parcel 84 and .20 acre, Lot 29, Redyns SD, Map 16, Parcel 99.1.  Total Assessed Value $146,340.00.

11. Slonaker, Juanita G. – Mill Creek District – Consolidating 6.11 acres Lots 1-2 and D, Map 10, Parcel 24 and 1.23 acres Lot A, Map 10, Parcel 22.34.  Total Assessed Value $102,480.00.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the applications for consolidation of properties as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden then presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Shatzer, James – District 02 – Ticket #14648 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $227.96.  Homestead Exemption was not applied.

2. Viands, Gregory A. – District 03 – Ticket #20307 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $620.63.  House was finished after July 1, 2005.

3. Quaglio, Italo A. – District 07 – Ticket #39943 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $287.55.  Son has mobile home on land; mobile home on personal property.

4. Silver, Mary- District 08 – Ticket #5672 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $599.05.  Percentage was worked incorrectly.

5. Franklin, Howard E. – District 03 – Ticket #17623 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $620.59.  Percentage was worked incorrectly.

6. Garrett, Benjamin – District 06 – Ticket #18812 – Tax Year 2006 - Amount to be Exonerated $772.84.  Property is owner occupied.

7. Dunham, Jeffery – District 04 – Ticket #22796 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $246.88.  Wrong grade.

8. Cline, Gina – District 08 – Ticket #42449 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $8.87.  Property was to be consolidated but was not done.

9. Star, Annie – District 08 – Ticket #46101 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $444.51.  Doublewide was burned out and a second mobile home was moved in.  Both were keyed.

10. Cook, Howard N., Jr. – District 08 – Ticket #122871 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $129.92.  Vehicle priced incorrectly.

11. Spalding , Alex R. – District 08 – Ticket #203840 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $61.90.  Active Military.

12. Silkworth, Raymond H. Jr. – District 01 – Ticket #203696 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $110.58.  Office Error.

13. Brown, Shirley A. – District 06 – Ticket #114393 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $35.76.  Office Error.

14. Miller, Shirley L. – District 08 – Ticket #224258 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $28.94.  Was keyed on both personal property and real estate.

15. Duggan, Helen L. – District 04 – Ticket #210575 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $5.47.  Boat marked sold and keyed as owned.

16. Rose, Roxanne Lynn – District 06 – Ticket #117133 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $178.94.  Car was leased.  Keyed wrong.

17. Smith Larry E. – District 02 – Ticket #207302 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $47.53.  Vehicle was marked off.  Keyed wrong.

18. McKinney, Leonard and Ruth – District 03 – Ticket #18812 – Tax Year 2006 – Amount to be Exonerated $30.09.  Office Error.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Board Meeting Reports 

Commissioner Teufel reported that he had a meeting with Mr. Bentley, Ms. Hammond, Carolyn Bishop of the Nuisance Appeal Board and Sheriff Smith to discuss the situation at Animal Control.  He stated that further discussions on the issue will take place this morning during the Commission meeting.

Commissioner Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board last Thursday and reported that the roof problem on the Bedington Volunteer Fire Department may be worse than they originally thought.  He stated that there may be structural damage.  Commissioner Teufel stated that they decided to get an engineer to give them an estimate.  He said that the Fire Board was going to approve up to $70,000.00 for the roof repair but now they are going to wait until the engineering report comes back.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Fire Board also decided to take a look at a new structure at Spring Mills before going any further.  President Strauss stated that the Spring Mills area is closer to Interstate 81 and Route 11 and the response time would be shorter.  He said that Bedington owns property at Spring Mills and if it takes hundreds of thousands of dollars to repair the old station it would be better to build a new facility.  Commissioner Teufel stated that they do have the land and there may be some changes now as to what the Fire Board will do in the long term.  He said that the bulk of the Bedington community is now at Spring Mills and with the new elementary school and the possibility of a new high school in that area the Fire Board is very interested in going in that direction.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Planning Commission and reported the subdivision of Crestfield was discussed and he stated that he recused himself from that discussion.  He stated that they have to get a new bond and obtain the correct inspections from County Engineer William Teach.  

Commissioner Collins reported that he had lunch with the Governor on Tuesday at the Berkeley County Senior Center.  He stated that they will have a special session on taxation in November and he would like to send a letter to the Governor, with copies going to the legislative body, asking him to keep Berkeley County which has an updated Comp Plan to have the option to increase the hotel/motel tax.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like to letter to include the issue of the homestead exemption.  He said if the exemption was increased it would help a lot of seniors.  William Stubblefield stated that discussions were held regarding 8A of the WV Code regarding land management and the 5 year probation period.  He said that it would be difficult to get zoning through.  Mr. Stubblefield stated that he has prepared a letter asking the legislature to remove the 5 year probation period and the Chamber of Commerce will also be forwarding a letter on the issue.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to send a letter to the Governor regarding the Comp Plan and requesting that they give the counties the option to increase the hotel/motel tax and also request a change in the homestead exemption from $20,000.00 to $50,000.00 to help senior citizens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District on Tuesday and reported that they presented options on the PSD.  He stated that he and Mr. Teach reviewed the option and we are prepared to recommend the option to turn it over to the Sewer Board rather than having two entities in it.  Commissioner Collins stated that Mr. Teach has offered to lend them an engineer to help and then give them the opportunity to hire that same engineer.  President Strauss stated that he would ask Mr. Bentley to see if we can loan them one of our engineers.  Mr. Bentley stated that he met with them yesterday and he said that he would be looking at what we can do to make them assignable.  

President Strauss reported that he, Mr. Teach and Ms. Hammond met to discuss the open ended bidding process for architectural firms for the County.  He said that we could have them on board for feasibility studies for Emergency Services.  President Strauss stated that a total of 7 firms submitted bids and they were narrowed down to 3.  Interviews will be scheduled in September.  

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Responses were received from Christina Lundberg, William Stubblefield and Hunter Wilson expressing their desire to be reappointed to the Water Resources Advisory Council.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Ms. Lundberg, Mr. Stubblefield and Mr. Wilson to another term on the Water Resources Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

A response was received from Gerald Arndt expressing his desire to be reappointed to the Berkeley County Building Commission.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to reappoint Mr. Arndt to another term on the Berkeley County Building Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that several months ago the Commission discussed financial disclosure statements.  He asked Ms. Hammond if anyone had included a financial disclosure statement with their applications.  Ms. Hammond stated that, to this date, we have not received any statements.  Commissioner Teufel requested that statements be forwarded to those individuals and ask them to submit the information to the Commission Office.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of August and September

The updated Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 31, 2006 – The County Commission will not hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting.

2. September 4, 2006 – Labor Day.  The County Offices will be closed.  The Annual Labor Day Picnic will be held at War Memorial Park.  Proceeds from the Picnic will go to Parks and Recreation.

3. September 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of August and September

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of August and September were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. August 24, 2006 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

2. August 24 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

3. August 28, 2006 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

4. August 28, 2006 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet beginning at 5:00 p.m.

5. September 5, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

6. September 6 2006 – The Airport Authority will meet beginning at 8:00 a.m.

7. September 11, 2006 – Pan Tran will meet beginning at 4:00 p.m.

Re:

Berkeley County Judicial Center – Scheduling – Discussion/Action

Sherry Cain approached the Commission to provide them with an update on the Grand Opening of the Berkeley County Judicial Center.  Ms. Cain informed the Commissioners that a patron has already committed to pay for the invitations to the event.  The invitations will also contain an RSVP date along with the name of that patron in the context of information.

The bunting to be hung on the front of the building and in the portico area has been ordered and another patron has graciously volunteered to pay for that bunting.  Brechbill and Helman, the contractors that are working on the renovation project, will hang the bunting at no cost to the County as their donation to the Grand Opening.

The red carpet that will be placed in front of the building from the brick pavers to the podium can be rented for a minimal fee.  The Journal has offered to pay for the rental of that carpet.

Ms. Cain and Gary Collis, Project Manager of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority discussed the Grand Opening and the Authority will be on hand for any medical emergency that may occur.

A meeting is scheduled on Monday, August 28, 2006 with Tommy Puffenburger regarding the seating arrangements.  The 167th Tactical Air Lift Group of the West Virginia Air National Guard will be loaning 800 chairs for the event.

Patrons have been contacted and arrangements for payment have been made for the floral arrangements for the event.  Large floral arrangements will be displayed on pedestals in front of the building while a smaller arrangement will be placed at the base of the podium.  Table arrangements will grace the VIP tables and the reception tables.

A total of 500 helium filled balloons will be released at the end of the ceremony.  A patron has notified the Commission and has offered to pay for the balloons.

Re:

Anthony Petrucci, Candidate



Interview for Farmland Protection Board Vacancy – Discussion/Action

Anthony Petrucci was extended an invitation to come before the Commission today for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board.  Mr. Petrucci was recommended by the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District to fill the vacancy of James Moore whose term expires on October 30, 2006.  

Commissioner Teufel informed Mr. Petrucci that the Farmland Protection Board has been a hot topic recently because they used taxpayer dollars to purchase Boydville but he said that he thought that the matter has been ironed out.  He said that the County Commission was not in favor of the purchase and, in the future, the Board will bring issues of this nature before the Commission.

Mr. Petrucci stated that the Board has preserved almost 1,700 acres.  He said that he wanted to take a look at what the County Commission is speaking about with the Commissioners’ blessings.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that he knows that Mr. Petrucci served on the Berkeley County Planning Commission then asked Mr. Petrucci if he had served for four years on his term.  Mr. Petrucci responded by saying yes.

Commissioner Teufel then asked Mr. Petrucci how he stood on zoning and growth.  Mr. Petrucci stated that he is for growth at this point but not in favor of large zoning.  He said that with the Planning Commission and the County’s Comprehensive Plan, if we stick by it we can make it happen.

Commissioner Teufel stated that a financial disclosure statement is requested along with a one page application.  He said that he would like Mr. Petrucci to fill out that paperwork.

Mr. Petrucci stated that he had a farm along Route 9 West but now he has a food and ice storage facility.  He said that he has been a farmer all of his life.

Commissioner Collins stated that he felt that Mr. Petrucci would make a good candidate and would recommend his appointment.

President Strauss stated that he has worked with Mr. Petrucci on the Planning Commission and said that Mr. Petrucci is open minded and sees the County in transition and what is available.

Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like to hold off on any action until Mr. Petrucci provides the Commission with his application.  President Strauss asked Mr. Petrucci to attend this evening’s meeting.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law



Draft Board of Education Agreement – Discussion/Action



Revisions – ATV Ordinance – Discussion/Action

Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission presented the following issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action: 

1. Board of Education Draft Agreement – Mr. Bentley stated that the Board has a number of questions and they have requested to meet to iron out those questions.  He said that it is not necessary that the deputies be on duty the very first day of school.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would provide additional information as soon as it becomes available.

2. ATV Ordinance Revisions – Mr. Bentley stated that he put in a new 2A that would be added to each time the Commission receives a request from a subdivision for the enforcement of the Ordinance within their development.  A brief discussion took place regarding other ways of handling the addition of subdivisions and President Strauss asked Mr. Bentley if the Commission could have the Ordinance and have it refer to a separate attached listing so the names of the subdivisions appear on the last page.  Mr. Bentley stated that that can be done and then the Commission could vote on it each time a new subdivision requests the enforcement of the Ordinance.  President Strauss stated that the language would remain the same in the first part and then add “Found on Attached”.  Mr. Bentley stated that he could do that.  President Strauss requested that the issue be placed on the agenda for the first Commission meeting in September with possible action.

Re:

Curtis Keller, BCPSSD



Chad Biller, Thrasher Engineering

Draft Order – Sewer District – Construction of Storm Water Management Services – Discussion/Action

Report on Engineering Services – Inwood Storm Water Management Facility – Discussion/Action   


Curtis Keller of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and Chad Biller of Thrasher Engineering came before the County Commission to discuss the Inwood Storm Water Management Facility and a draft Order for the construction of storm water management services.  


Mr. Biller approached the bench and provided the Commissioners with a status report on engineering services.  The items that they are currently working on includes the completion of the mapping, analyzing existing sink holes in the Inwood drainage area, the completion of the hydrology and hydraulics of Three Run and Inwood drainage areas, reviewing the alternative routes for the culvert and assisting with the setup of a new storm water utility.  He stated that the future items that need to be completed includes continued hydrology and hydraulic calculations, estimated costs for culvert alternatives, capacities of the sink holes and meeting with the PSD to assist in the setup of the new storm water utility.


Commissioner Collins stated that we have made more progress in the last few months than over the last few decades.  He said that he was glad to see the project moving along.  Mr. Biller stated that everyone knows the high priority that this project has at this time.  President Strauss informed Mr. Biller that the Commission appreciates his involvement and the work being done by Thrasher Engineering.


Mr. Keller stated the draft Order for the construction of storm water management services was taken to his Board and different members had other ways to handle the situation.  He said that, based on the conversations, the Board took action to be a comprehensive entity to handle storm water.  Mr. Bentley stated that the only change in the Order is to see if we need to put in the metes and bounds.  A brief conversation took place regarding another change that would be whether or not this County Commission and the PSD want to include the entire watershed to Morgan County and to Jefferson County.  Mr. Bentley stated that he felt it should be Berkeley County only.  Another issue was the name; the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and Storm Water Management or the Berkeley County Water Quality Management District.  Mr. Bentley stated that he thought that we would have to say “sewer” and “storm water” and recommended the name “Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and Storm Water Management.  He said that he could incorporate the changes and if approved he would send it to the PSC.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the Order with the aforementioned changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.


President Strauss stated that a major step has been taken today.  Commissioner Collins stated that this entity that Berkeley County is accepting will be countywide and not just for Inwood.  He said that this is being set up to address the problems countywide.

Re:

Annemarie Collins, AABC



Art in Public Places – Dunn Building Project – Discussion/Action

Annemarie Collins of the Arts Alliance of Berkeley County came before the County Commission along with Hilda Eiber, Bonnie Rockey, Katherine Cimaglio, Wayne Peterson, Sarah Steptoe and F. Dennis Clarke to discuss their art and to request permission to hang their artwork on the walls of the Dunn Building.  Each of the artists brought samples of their work so the Commissioners could see their talent.  President Strauss stated that these are local artists that would like to display their art in the Dunn Building. 

Sarah Steptoe approached the bench and stated that she brought two paintings, one that she did and the other that her husband did.  She said that her picture is white charcoal on black paper.  Her husband’s painting is of the Tuscarora Creek located behind their home.

Bonnie Rockey stated that she brought one of her pictures of still-life.  She said that she has been painting all of her life.

Katherine Cimaglio provided each of the Commissioners with a brochure giving information on the location and operating hours of her studio in Hedgesville, WV.  She said that she offers original work as well as reprints.

Hilda Eiber also provided the Commissioners with a brochure that offers information on Ms. Eiber’s background as well as pictures of her sculptures.  Ms. Eiber was born in Germany and works in clay and also paints.

Wayne Peterson approached the bench and stated that he is from the northwest part of Pennsylvania and stated that he felt the artwork would compliment the Dunn Building.  He said that the walls are crying out for art.  Mr. Peterson stated that he works in acrylics and water colors.  He said that he has scheduled an open house at his studio over the Labor Day weekend.

F. Dennis Clarke had to leave early so Ms. Collins presented his work in his absence.  She stated that Mr. Clarke paints landscapes.  Mr. Bentley stated that he has purchased some of his work and his work is very good.

 Commissioner Teufel stated that he appreciated the brochures that were provided to the Commission today.  He said that there are racks located just outside of the Commission office then asked if we could display some of the brochures there.  President Strauss stated that he saw no problem and would like each artist to provide their name and telephone number on each piece of artwork.  He informed those present that the Commission is not providing any insurance on the artwork and that it is the artists’ responsibility.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to offer the second floor of the Dunn Building to the Arts Alliance for their art displays.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Steve Allen, OES Director



Resolution – Office Name Change – Discussion/Action



Grant Funding Concerns – Discussion/Action

OES Director Steve Allen came before the County Commission to present the following issues for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resolution-Office Name Change – Mr. Allen stated that for the past 20 years the Office of Emergency Services has been referred to as fire, emergency services and hazmat.  He said that, in coordinating with the State, they recognized and adopted a name that is more informing of their job.  The resolution that is being presented today for approval will change the name of Office of Emergency Services to Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  The resolution that was presented to the Commissioners for approval was forwarded from the State of West Virginia.  President Strauss asked Mr. Allen if the State was doing the same thing.  Mr. Allen responded by saying that the State made that change last year.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept the resolution to make the name change as directed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Grant Funding Concerns – An e-mail was forwarded to Commissioner Teufel regarding grants that are available.  However, those grants are not available for hazmat.  Mr. Allen stated that other grants are available to them and that he will be looking at the Sheriff’s Office to get them involved in those grants as well.  He stated that there are grants out there for the purchase of fire department equipment.  Also, Mr. Allen stated that the Federal Government purchased various pieces of equipment and then presents that equipment to agencies.

Re:

Sheriff W. Randy Smith



Animal Control Management Request – Discussion/Action



Alternative Sentencing Management Report – Discussion/Action



ATV Ordinance Enforcement – Discussion/Action

Sheriff W. Randy Smith presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Animal Control Management Request – Commissioner Teufel stated that last week he met with County Administrator Deborah Hammond, Norwood Bentley, Counsel for the Commission, Alan Davis, Berkeley County Human Resources Director and a Board member of the Animal Control Nuisance Appeal Board and it was unanimously decided to see if Sheriff Smith would be interested in taking the lead over Animal Control.  He said that he would like to steer away from hiring a Chief Animal Control Officer and he is aware that the Sheriff has officers for K-9s and felt that those officers would fit right in that area.  Sheriff Smith stated that he would be willing to look at that but he would have to hire another deputy.  He said that he would like to sit down with Mr. Bentley and he would also like to discuss budget issues with the County Administrator.  Sheriff Smith stated that he would be more than willing to take over Animal Control.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the budget was not discussed at the meeting but agreed that Ms. Hammond, Mr. Bentley and Sheriff Smith needs to discuss the issue and see where we stand.  Commissioner Collins stated that he felt it was the logical way to go.  He said that everything that Animal Control does needs a deputy and he felt that a deputy should be put in that position and be there to address the issues that arise.  Commissioner Collins stated that the most logical fix is a K9 officer because of his ability to deal with animals.  Sheriff Smith stated that K9 officers are separate from other officers and he said that he felt it would only require a part time officer.  He said that that officer could oversee the goings on but he didn’t feel it needed to be on a full time basis.  President Strauss suggested that Sheriff Smith meet with Commissioner Teufel next Thursday.

2. Alternative Sentencing Management Report – Commissioner Teufel stated that recently he has received great feedback on how much Community Service has improved.  He recommended that the Sheriff provide the name of someone in his office that can be contacted when it comes to Community Service.  Sheriff Smith stated that Scott Richmond has stepped in to oversee the Community Service Program.  Commissioner Collins stated that this Program has been a great help to the Community and has saved a lot of taxpayer dollars.  Sheriff Smith stated that he needed to talk with the magistrates and the Prosecuting Attorney because they are down to having only 6 people on that Program.  Commissioner Teufel suggested that a letter be forwarded to the magistrates and the Prosecuting Attorney.  Commissioner Collins agreed and asked that the letter contain the signatures of all three Commissioners.  Mr. Bentley stated that the best way is a personal visit to them.  He said that he didn’t feel a letter would have any effect.  Commissioner Collins stated that if the Commission would like he would set up 2 meetings; one with the magistrates and one with the Prosecuting Attorney.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like a letter forwarded anyway asking for their support.  President Strauss asked how the Commission felt about a letter and a meeting.  Mr. Bentley stated that the letter could be used as a follow-up of the meeting.  

3. ATV Ordinance – Mr. Bentley stated that the issue of the ATV Ordinance on today’s agenda arose from a complaint that the Ordinance is not being enforced.  Sheriff Smith stated that he knew that complaints would come from Glenwood Forest and said that he had been in that development himself.  He said that you can’t dig a trench or lay boards containing spikes across the road.  Sheriff Smith stated that Glenwood Forest is not experiencing any more problems than any other development.  He said that we do our best to enforce the Ordinance but we need to weigh the balance of liability.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Sheriff can not run their vehicles across the land that an ATV can run over.  Sheriff Smith stated that they do stop them when they can and they do answer the calls but we have to take into consideration the dangers.  He said that there are a lot of social problems over there.  

4. Security-Judicial Center – President Strauss stated that it is imperative that Sgt. McGown is pulled off of his regular duties and move over to the Judicial Center.  He asked the Sheriff if he had a date that this could be done.  Sheriff Smith stated that Sgt. McGown will be going on permanent daytime hours on the first of the month.  He said that opening training and uncertified deputies will need to be trained and that takes money.  Sheriff Smith stated that he will have budgetary problems.  He said that he has 9 deputies that will be going to the academy then asked President Strauss how many more would be hired.  President Strauss stated that a total of 6 and the Commission allotted additional funding.  Sheriff Smith said that those are the deputies; he then asked about the 7 additional court security/deputies.  President Strauss stated that a total of 6 additional court security/deputies would be hired.  Sheriff Smith said an additional 7 court security people.  Commissioner Teufel stated that this was all new to him and would like to wait to see.  He said that he understood that there would be 17 civilian side personnel and 1 additional deputy.     He said that we need to get the doors open and then see what we need.  President Strauss stated that the Commission never discussed the civilian side nor discussed funding.  Mr. Bentley stated that it would be helpful to have another meeting with the Sheriff to discuss the issue.  Sheriff Smith stated that he has a number of deputies going to Charleston and he will be shorthanded.  He said that we need to lay out a plan.  Commissioner Collins asked Sheriff Smith how many applications were received.  Sheriff Smith stated that he received 9 applications.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the major issue is the cost that is not in our budget.  Mr. Bentley stated that he understood the budget issue and when we met the Sheriff knew of the budgetary issue.  He said that if we can’t meet it with the budget then we can’t meet it and that is why we need to look at other alternatives.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Commission put the Sheriff in charge of security and we need to listen to what he has to say.  Commissioner Teufel stated that we need to schedule a meeting with the Sheriff so we can get this out on the table.  This should be a separate meeting as opposed to Animal Control.  Sheriff Smith stated that he was totally in compliance with the West Virginia Supreme Court.  He said that it is the civilian people and he felt that that could be accomplished but we need to hire at least 7 more.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action 

Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project, Dunn Building and Central Dispatch Renovation Project – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Welcome Book Ad – Berkeley County Animal Control – Discussion/Action

Letter of Credit – Centra Bank – Discussion/Action

Draft Bid Specifications – Window Replacement – Dunn Building – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Letter of Credit-Centra Bank – Ms. Hammond provided the County Commissioners with information on wire transfers with Centra Bank.  She stated that she wanted to make the Commission aware of the wire transfers and asked them if they could approve the information provided by Barb Burkhart of the Tax Office.  Ms. Hammond stated that Ms. Burkhart has done a tremendous job with this transfer.

2. Hiring Recommendations – Ms. Hammond stated that there were no hiring recommendations this week.

3. Nuisance Appeal Board – A report was provided to the Commissioners from the Nuisance Appeal Board regarding a hearing requested by Norice White.  Four Board members voted that Leon, a 1 ½ year old, 30 pound Jack Russell terrier/Australian heeler mix owned by Ms. White is not vicious.  The fifth Board member voted that the dog was dangerous but not vicious.  The Boards recommendations were (1) when the dog is tied out to relieve himself, he should be muzzled because of the breed characteristics, (2) the muzzle should be a type approved by a veterinarian, and (3) the tie-out to which the dog is secured should be substantial enough to remain intact when the dog pulls or lunges against it. The Board does not believe Ms. White’s current arrangement of a chain attached to a stake in the ground is satisfactory.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Nuisance Appeal Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Change Order Proposals-Judicial Center – Notice was received from DMJM regarding the final review and completion of the Judicial Center.  An oversight in the amount of $30,000.00 for additional work was not included in the contract.  Approval from the Commissioners is needed for this oversight.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the additional $30,000.00 for the work needed for the completion of the Judicial Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 

5. Cancelled Check Order – A cancelled check Order was provided to the Commissioners for their approval.  If action is taken for approval, the Order will cancel check #023122 to Lynnpeavey Comp. in the amount of $538.75 because of a duplicate payment, check #022084 to Shannon Mason in the amount of $189.50 because Ms. Mason never received the check and check # 796 to Mt. State BC BS in the amount of $119,893.76 that was written from the wrong bank.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the Order to cancel all three checks.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

6. Welcome Books – Ms. Hammond stated that this is for an existing ad in Welcome Books, LLC.  She said that the Commission just completed an ad for the Image Book.  Commissioner Collins asked if the ad in the Image Book goes to the same places as the one in the Welcome Books.  Ms. Hammond responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Collins stated that he could not see duplicating the ads.  President Strauss and Commissioner Teufel agreed.

7. Letter of Credit – A letter of credit through the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  This is for the account at Centra Bank.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the letter of credit as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

8. Window Bid – President Strauss stated that we are still in the process of putting this bid together.

Re:

Items from the Public

Amy Rhoe came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public”.  Ms. Rhoe stated that she had two issues to bring before the Commission.  The first issue was regarding Animal Control and Ms. Rhoe asked the Commission to investigate that department.  She said that the Commission makes no effort to find out the identity of the people there and she asked for a complete background check be done on each officer. 

The next issue of Ms. Rhoe was the Sheriff’s Office.  She stated that the Sheriff is in charge of the safety of the people.  Ms. Rhoe stated that the Commission needs to become stronger and clean up their mess.  She said that if the Commissioners take action to give Animal Control to the Sheriff then that budget should also go to the Sheriff along with a 60% increase.  

The next individual that came before the Commission under “Items from the Public” was Teresa Barnes of Hedgesville.  She stated that because of the increased growth in the County the Sheriff can not keep up with the vandalism and law breakers.  Ms. Barnes stated that if we could have a police department in each city it would help keep everyone safe.  She requested that the Commissioners place a police department in Hedgesville.  President Strauss suggested that Ms. Barnes contact the Mayor of Hedgesville and the Town Council and express her concerns.

Sheriff Smith returned to the Commission meeting under “Items from the Public”.  He stated that the new radio system was supposed to be designed that everyone can communicate.  He said that since May this department can not communicate with the West Virginia State Police.  Sheriff Smith also stated that when they want to communicate with Jefferson County you have to reprogram to be able to talk with them.  He said that it will cost him $8,000.00 to get the radios in his department on line. 

President Strauss stated to Sheriff Smith that he is a member of the 911 Advisory Board.  Sheriff Smith stated that he has as much authority on the Board has he does over Central Dispatch.  He said that he got a contract for maintenance on the radios that cost a lot of money and he does not have that money in his budget for such things.  Sheriff Smith stated that they never had any control over their radios and now they have no communications since May.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Approved___________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President

