Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                   July 27, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Gwen Campbell, Bill Walkup, Nick Diehl, Alan Davis, William Teach, Robert Crawford, Rev. Jim Riley, Steve Cox, Gary Collis, Bill Stubblefield, John Harris

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Jim Riley from St John’s Lutheran Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Collins.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  He stated that if time permits, he would like to take “Items from the Public” prior to the estate hearing that is scheduled at 11:40 a.m.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda, along with the request made by the President.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of July 24, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  President Strauss stated that there are a few items that need clarification.  He said that on page 4 there is a purchase order to BB&T that reflected a charge coming from the Court House Auto Supplies Line.  Ms. Hammond stated that that charge was for gas for a trip.  Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office stated that the trip was taken by Deputy Fleagle.  



President Strauss stated that on page 17 there is a purchase order to Les’s Auto and Truck that reflected charges for vehicle towing.  Ms. Hammond stated that those charges are for the towing of vehicles that were to be sold at the Surplus Sale.  



Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the July 6, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Hearing no requests for changes or corrections, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden stated that there are a lot of exonerations today due to the legislature reversing the Class on second homes.  He presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Milton, Robert/Anna – District 06 – Ticket #32967 – Amount to be Exonerated $657.70.  Wrong Class.  

2. Loy, William/Elizabeth – District 06 – Ticket #30528 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,412.71.  Wrong Class.

3. Combs, Lawrence – District 07 – Ticket #36869 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,074.38.  Wrong Class.

4. Martin, Stephen – District 02 – Ticket #70119530 – Amount to be Exonerated $151.38.  Wrong Class.

5. Jacobs, James/Betty – District 02 – Ticket #10650 – Amount to be Exonerated $882.69.  Wrong Class.

6. Glen, Samuel – District 04 – Ticket #23452 – Amount to be Exonerated $2,327.25.  Wrong Class.

7. Collins, Andrea – District 07 – Ticket #36829 – Amount to be Exonerated $611.38.  Wrong Class.

8. Williams, Mary R. – District 07 – Ticket #41363 – Amount to be Exonerated $335.09.  Wrong Class.

9. Crowell, Jeffrey – District 07 – Ticket #36970 – Amount to be Exonerated $284.48.  Wrong Class.

10. Hendricks, Gerald – District 07 – Ticket #38117 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,012.82.  Wrong Class.

11. Keene, Charles V. – District 07 – Ticket #38524 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,365.70.  Wrong Class.

12. Pasco, Arlene M. – District 07 – Ticket #38524 – Amount to be Exonerated $370.66.  Wrong Class.

13. Phillips, Alvin J. – District 07 – Ticket #39795 – Amount to be Exonerated $436.99.  Wrong Class.

14. Riggs, Randy – District 03 – Ticket #19560 – Amount to be Exonerated $158.05.  Wrong Class.

15. Miller, Douglas – District 03 – Ticket #18862 – Amount to be Exonerated $587.65.  Wrong Class.

16. Loy, Elizabeth/Bill – District 06 – Ticket #32496 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,938.43.  Wrong Class.

17. Kilmer, Larry – District 06 – Ticket #32117 – Amount to be Exonerated $584.90.  Wrong Class.

18. Wanger, A. K. – District 03 – Ticket #20359 – Amount to be Exonerated $325.53.  Wrong Class.

19. Senter, Kendra – District 08 – Ticket #45731 – Amount to be Exonerated $107.27.  Old split was never done.

20. Shade, James – District 01 – Ticket #203591 – Amount to be Exonerated $120.98.  Office error.

21. Lambert, Christine – District 06 – Ticket #32242 – Amount to be Exonerated $736.41.  Wrong Class.

22. Dunn, Melvinia – District 07 – Ticket #37321 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,094.89.  Wrong Class.

23. Jose, John H. – District 07 – Ticket #38475 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,330.13.  Keyed wrong.  Office error.

24. Murrell, Kenneth/Joyce – District 04 – Ticket #25863 – Amount to be Exonerated $687.99.  Wrong Class.

25. Childs, Richard – District 08 – Ticket #42417 – Amount to be Exonerated $955.38.  Wrong Class.

26. Staubs, Linda B. – District 06 – Ticket #34654 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,104.66.  Wrong Class.

27. Riley, Lucinda – District 08 – Ticket #45401 – Amount to be Exonerated $981.37.  Wrong Class.

28. Kibiloski, Steven – District 04 – Ticket #24655 – Amount to be Exonerated $997.10.  Wrong Class.

29. Aikens, Terry A. – District 01 – No Ticket # Provided – Amount to be Exonerated $344.68.  Wrong Class.

30. Winkle, Jerald – District 04 – Ticket #28503 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,871.09.  Wrong Class.

31. Brown, Melvin/Carolyn – District 06 – Ticket #29723 – Amount to be Exonerated $838.00.

32. Printz, Donna F. – District 06 – Ticket #33691 – Amount to be Exonerated $832.07.  Wrong Class.

33. Homer, Catherine – District 06 – Ticket #31660 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,508.70.  Wrong Class.

34. Lakeview Associates – District 06 – Ticket #32234 – Amount to be Exonerated $355.52.  Wrong Class.

35. Shontall, Kevin/Donna – District 06 – Ticket #34374 – Amount to be Exonerated $2,703.66.  Wrong Class.

36. Wilson, Robert/Betty/Robert, Jr. – District 08 – No Ticket # Provided – Amount to be Exonerated $235.94.  Wrong Class.

37. Corbin, Jack/Phyllis – No District or Ticket # Provided – Amount to be Exonerated $658.54.  Wrong Class.

38. Ehelich, Robert – No District or Ticket # Provided – Amount to be Exonerated $493.30.  Keying error.

39. Centra Banks, Inc. – District 06 – Ticket #214648 – Amount to be Exonerated $14,758.94.  Keying error.

40. Faircloth, Emma C. – District 01 – Ticket #201251 – Amount to be Exonerated $33.51.  Vehicle not owned July 1.

41. Staubs, David W. – District 06 – Ticket #217694 – Amount to be Exonerated $89.22.  Keyed wrong.

42. Cutwright, Robert – District 08 – Ticket #8000000575 – Amount to be Exonerated $77.22.  Was assessed on another account number and paid.

43. Toyota Motors – District 01 – Ticket #103992 – Amount to be Exonerated $184.42.  Taxpayer paid in Morgan County, West Virginia and in Berkeley County, West Virginia.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented by the County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved. 

Mr. Gooden then presented the following applications for correction of assessment to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Fales, William/Williams, James – Falling Waters District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7232483 – Corrected Tax Amount $179.18.  Correcting a tax ticket which should have been a Class split.

2. Starkweather, Michael F. – Hedgesville District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7169226 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,327.40.  Real property was transferred into wrong name for tax year 2006.

3. Mason, Katherine R. – Arden District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7021475 – Corrected Tax Amount $917.08.  Disability was left on property and should not have been.

4. Kidwell, Robert Hunter, Trustee of the Farm Trust – Hedgesville District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #6018310 – Corrected Tax Amount $2,143.95.  Real property was transferred into wrong name for tax year 2006. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the applications for correction of assessment as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Collins stated that since he was in Clarksburg on Monday he did not have anything to report this week.

President Strauss stated that discussions have taken place regarding the grand opening of the Judicial Center.  He said that he contacted Shelley Moore-Capito and the Governor’s Office to invite them to the event.  President Strauss stated that those individuals that have taken tours of the facility are on the mailing list and will be invited.  He said that he would like the event to be held in the Plaza and if it should rain everything can be moved to the inside of the building.  President Strauss stated that a tentative date of October 6, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. has been discussed.  He said that he would like the issue placed on next week’s agenda so the Commission can made a decision on that date.

President Strauss stated that they are currently pouring concrete in the Plaza and they are moving along on the furniture.  He said that he has a meeting on Friday with Don Wood of the Berkeley County Historical Society regarding the historical pictures of the old woolen mill.  Commissioner Collins stated that he is hopeful that Mr. Wood has some good pictures so the public can see the history that we have preserved.  President Strauss stated that it is the only woolen mill that has been retrofitted to a Judicial Center in the country and one of the largest facilities.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

Commissioner Teufel asked if there had been any responses from the members whose term is, or has, expired.  Ms. Hammond stated that since some of the expirations have aged we have done a more recent mailing.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 30th, 31st, and August 1st, 2006 – The Annual State Training Conference for County Commissioners and Assistants will be held in Huntington, West Virginia.

2. August 3, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Due to the training in Huntington, no evening meeting of the Commission will be scheduled.

3. August 9th, 10th, and 11th, 2006 – The Annual State Training Conference for Circuit Clerks and Deputies will be held in Roanoke, West Virginia.

4. August 10th, 17th, and 24th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

5. August 31, 2006 – The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Berkeley County Commission has been cancelled.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

2. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

3. August 2, 2006 – The Airport Authority will meet beginning at 8:00 a.m.

4. August 7, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

5. August 21, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet beginning at 7:00 p.m.

6. August 28, 2006 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

Re:

Bill Walkup, Eastern WV Regional Airport Authority



Jan Callen and Nick Diehl, Balloon Festival Committee



Report on Balloon Festival – Discussion/Action

Bill Walkup from the Eastern WV Regional Airport Authority, along with Nick Diehl of the Balloon Festival Committee, came before the County Commissioners to provide them a report on the upcoming Balloon Festival.  Mr. Walkup stated that he has asked for law enforcement assistance, an ambulance through the OES Office and assistance from the 167th Airlift Wing of the West Virginia Air National Guard for the event.  He said that they have already sold 2,500 tickets thus far. 

Mr. Diehl approached the bench and stated that there was between 25,000 and 30,000 people at last year’s Air Show, which was far more than they anticipated.  He said that there should be around 20,000 spectators at this year’s event.  Mr. Diehl stated that they have about 27 different non-profits that will benefit from this year’s show; the United Way as the main charity.  He said that there will be para-gliders, hot air balloons, sky divers and a car show.  Mr. Diehl stated that the event will be a good community event that will provide a lot of fun.  

Commissioner Teufel asked Mr. Diehl if there would be any old airplanes at the event.  Mr. Diehl stated that there will be a 1940 Wock at the event and there will be rides for hire all day on Saturday.  Mr. Walkup stated that there will be a 1961 Hughie that will also offer rides for hire.  He said that they only have 3,500 feet of runway at this time and they didn’t ask for a lot of planes.  Mr. Walkup stated that the P51 fighter plane is very expensive not to mention the fuel and the rental car.  He said that the military will add a good flavor; a C130 from Charleston will be there and open for tours.

President Strauss stated that Berkeley County will have the only Balloon Festival in our area.  Mr. Diehl stated that their web site had 283,000 hits in the last 2 weeks.

Commissioner Teufel asked if they anticipated an Air Show next year.  Mr. Walkup stated that it would be doubtful since Phase II of the Air Guard Base renovations would be in effect.  He said that they want to keep the event rotating next year.

President Strauss stated that it is an incredible event for Berkeley County.

Re:

William Teach, County Engineer



Alan Davis, Human Resources Director

Hiring Recommendation – Assistant County Engineer – Discussion/Action


County Engineer William Teach and Human Resources Director Alan Davis came before the County Commission with a hiring recommendation for the position of Assistant County Engineer.  


Mr. Davis stated that it continues to be a challenge to find good engineers due to the salaries.  He said that we have had a long term vacancy in Mr. Teach’s office since last year.  Mr. Davis stated that the original applicant was in an accident and could not fulfill the position.  He said that the position has been advertised in the Journal, the Morning Herald, on Monstor.com and electronically sent to various colleges and universities.  


Mr. Davis stated that a total of 9 applications were received and three applicants were interviewed.  He said that he and Mr. Teach would recommend the hiring of Tracy Ball as an Assistant Engineer.  Mr. Davis stated that Ms. Ball is a graduate of Penn State University with a degree in civil engineering.  She has 6 years of experience as an engineer and is eligible for her PE in October.  Mr. Davis stated that she was employed by Christopher Consultants and is available for immediate employment.  The recommended yearly salary is $50,704.00.  Commissioner Teufel asked Mr. Davis what Ms. Ball’s salary would be once she gets her PE.  Mr. Davis stated that no salary adjustment would be made.  He said that Brian Hopkins, who is employed as an Engineer, has the same credentials and makes the same salary.  President Strauss informed Mr. Davis that we need to be very careful of the existing engineer.  Mr. Davis stated that Mr. Hopkins’ duties are less and he said that he felt that the salary was proper but an incentive would be provided once Ms. Ball obtains her seal.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he wanted to make sure that this person can mirror the job of Mr. Teach in his absence.  Commissioner Collins stated that what Mr. Teach has in mind is to make Ms. Ball his main assistant.  Mr. Teach stated that Ms. Ball can work with the public and she has a very good personality.  He said that he felt she could step in during his absence.  


President Strauss stated that he would like to accept the salary recommendation and consider a review in 6 months regarding her seal and her job responsibilities.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission will need a list of additional duties over and above the current assistant.  


Commissioner Teufel made a motion to hire Tracy Ball and an Assistant Engineer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Robert Crawford, Berkeley County Development Authority



Stephen Cox, President, BCDA



Request for Loan Funds – Discussion/Action

Robert Crawford of the Berkeley County Development Authority, along with Steve Cox, President of the BCDA, John Harris, Engineer for the Tabler Station Business Park and Authority member Jim Barnes, came before the County Commission to request loan funds.  Mr. Crawford stated that the County Commission signed a contract for 8.6 acres and he said that they are working and expecting to sign a contract with a firm for 10 acres.

John Harris, Engineer with Patton Harris Rust and Associates, stated that the Authority asked him to give a brief update to the Commission on the Tabler Station Business Park.  He said that the Tabler Station Connector Road will be cutting though the property.  Mr. Harris stated that the 323 acres are split in half by the railroad.  He said that the Economic Development Administration grant of 1.2 million dollars has allowed them to build the industrial access road.  He said that the Connector Road is a State project and should be completed by 2010.  Mr. Harris stated that the Connector Road will access the infrastructure on the west end of the Park.  He said that work on the industrial access road will begin within 60 to 90 days.  

Mr. Harris stated that there are a few prospects and the Authority has asked him to look at ways for immediate income.  He said that they are looking at smaller lots and have subdivided two of those lots.  Mr. Harris stated that they are also looking at subdividing other lots.  He said that the master plan is ready to be submitted.  Mr. Harris stated that they are getting ready to go on the street for construction bids.  President Strauss asked Mr. Harris to supply copies of the master plan to the media.  

Mr. Crawford stated that they financed the purchase of the property, in the amount of 1.1 million dollars, through the Criswell family and 3.0 million dollars was obtained through a consortium of 9 banks and this has put the Authority in a crunch.  He said that they were hoping to move lots more quickly.  Mr. Crawford stated that the representatives of the Authority are here today to ask for $100,000.00.  President Strauss stated that in the past the County Commission has been providing funds through Coal Severance Fund and he would ask Ms. Hammond to verify the account to see if funds are still available.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission did a budget of $100,000.00 and the current balance in that account is $201,213.00.  President Strauss stated that the Commission has an option of up to $200,000.00 without touching the General County Funds.

Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like an update on how the funds were used.  Mr. Crawford stated that the funds were used for paying notes to the Criswell family, the banks and the engineer.  Commissioner Teufel stated that this County Commission has made a pretty big commitment to the Board; big amounts.  He asked Mr. Crawford if the Authority was receiving any additional funds from the State because of the commitments that the Commission has made to Parks and Recreation and other entities.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the County has not seen any funding from the State.  Mr. Crawford stated that the current State Administration is opposed to grants for sealing deals.  He said that parts of their operating funds come from the State and they have been receiving that for a little over 10 years.  Mr. Crawford stated that the State allocates $400,000.00 per county for Industrial Access Roads but you have to have industry in hand to qualify.  President Strauss stated that most counties in West Virginia do not have a project such as this to submit to a Planning Commission.

Commissioner Collins stated that the sign says “Welcome to West Virginia.  Open for Business” but good luck getting any help from the State.  He said that if Berkeley County is attached to it you won’t get anything.  Commissioner Collins stated that we tried to get money for Parks and Recreation but with no success.

President Strauss stated that the County does get money from Coal Severance and in the past the Commission dedicated those funds for economic development.  He said that it should be provided to the Development Authority, not as a loan but, as a grant so “Berkeley County is Open for Business”.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Coal Severance does not dip into our other funds and that he would be supportive of that but would like the Commission to send a letter to the State and would like to see the State match the $200,000.00 to get through another year.  He said that we need to show the State all of the contributions we are making for the economy of Berkeley County.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would support $200,000.00 along with a letter to the State.  President Strauss stated that $200,000.00 would help with the debt payments and the engineering cost not to mention the benefit to Berkeley County.  That benefit will be two-fold; (1) businesses paying taxes improve the County’s tax base and (2) additional employment base.  President Strauss stated that he would like a letter sent to the State Office and the Economic Development Board regarding the $200,000.00 and request the State to match those funds.  He said that he would also like to have a progress report from the Authority within the next 3 months.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to provide the Berkeley County Development Authority with $200,000.00, send a letter to the State and the Economic Development Board and request a progress report from the Development Authority within the next 3 months.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law



Draft Board of Education Agreement – Discussion/Action

Emergency Rules for Regional Jail – Request for Comment – Discussion/Action

Draft Sub-contract Berkeley County Commission and Soil Conservation Service – Inwood Storm Water Management Facility – Discussion/Action

Allegheny Power – Right of Way Agreement – Discussion/Action


Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission, presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Draft Board of Education Agreement – Mr. Bentley stated that it has been a very slow process getting everyone together regarding this Agreement.  He said that they are to talk again today and would provide the Commission with the Agreement as soon as everything comes together.

2. Emergency Rules for Regional Jail-Request for Comment – Mr. Bentley stated that comments are due to the State tomorrow regarding the emergency rules for the regional jail.  He said that no doubt this County should comment.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Secretary of State should not approve the emergency rules because it is detrimental.  He said that if the Commission would like a letter forwarded to the State he would be happy to provide that letter.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to have Mr. Bentley forward a letter to the Secretary of State regarding the emergency rules for the regional jail.  Commissioner Teufel stated that if Mr. Bentley drafts a letter he would like the President’s name on that letter.  Mr. Bentley stated that since it has to be to the State by tomorrow he would draft the letter on behalf of the Commission.  Commissioner Teufel then seconded Commissioner Collins’ motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.

3. Allegheny Power-Right of Way Agreement – Mr. Bentley stated that he looked over the Agreement and found nothing wrong.  This Agreement would allow Allegheny Power to install the electric facilities to provide service at 802 Emmett Rousch Drive.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept the Right of Way Agreement and authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Draft Sub-contract between the Berkeley County Commission and Soil Conservation Service-Inwood Stormwater Management Facility – Mr. Bentley stated that the propose of the Sub-contract is to allow the County Commission to act an manager of the project on behalf of the Soil Conservation Service and sets forth what you need to do.  He said that it also makes it clear that the Soil Conservation Service will pay the bills.  Mr. Bentley stated that the bills will be forwarded to the Commission and then the Commission would sign off on those bills.  He said that the Commission will be overseeing the work and will make sure that it is done properly.  Mr. Bentley stated that once it gets into the hands of the Sewer Board the County Commission would be out and they will take the responsibility.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Agreement and authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action                    



Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project and Dunn Building – Discussion/Action

Unencumbered Fund Balance Priority List – State Budget Revision #1 – Discussion/Action

Stephens Auto Center Order – Law Enforcement Vehicles – Discussion/Action

Order Establishing WV Extension Agency Special Revenue Fund – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendations – A memorandum was received from Steve Allen, Director of OES, requesting approval to hire Cody B. Hollingsworth as a temporary part-time Emergency Services Worker and as a temporary part-time Hazardous Materials Technician.  If approved, Mr. Hollingsworth would earn $9.00 per hour while performing as an Emergency Services Worker and $11.00 per hour when performing as a Hazardous Materials Technician.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the hiring of Cody Hollingsworth.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Hiring Recommendations – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to hire Ryan A. Davis, Robert T. Lippman, Matthew T. Hudson, Chad R. Jones and Christopher B. Rouse as deputy sheriffs.  If approved each applicant would receive a starting salary of $30,548.00 per year.  Alan Davis, Human Resources Director, stated that the hiring of these five individuals will fully staff the uniform vacancies.  All five individuals have successfully passed their physicals for the academy.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the hiring of all five applicants.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

3. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from County Planner Stefanie Allemong requesting approval to promote Wendy Shaffer to the position of Administrative Assistant III.  President Strauss asked Mr. Davis if he was positive that the position was advertised and interviews were conducted.  Mr. Davis responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the hiring of Wendy Shaffer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

4. Facilities Manager – Ms. Hammond stated that last week the County Commission requested background checks on both of the applicants that were brought back for a final interview.  She stated that both checks have been completed and it is recommended that Jay Russell be hired for the position.  If approved, Mr. Russell would earn $46,721.00 per year.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Russell.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

5. Chief Animal Control Officer – Ms. Hammond stated that a total of 14 applications have been received for the position of Chief Animal Control Officer.  She said that if the Commission agrees, she would recommend the same process as in the past where she and Mr. Davis complete the first round of interviews and after recommendations are provided from that first round then the second round of interviews could be done by the Commissioners.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he has second thoughts on that.  He said that the powers that the County deputies carry, and the fact that Animal Control is actually under the Sheriff’s Office, the Chief’s position doesn’t carry the same authority of a deputy.  Commissioner Teufel asked if there was any way that the Sheriff could carry that responsibility.  He said that he runs the Home Confinement Program.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the County could save some money if it was under the Sheriff.  Ms. Hammond then asked if the Commission still wanted her and Mr. Davis to proceed with the interviews.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he was just discussing the issue at this point and he was not sure if the Sheriff would even want this responsibility.  Commissioner Collins suggested that the Commission look at the pros and cons of having the Sheriff run Animal Control.  President Strauss stated that these are some of the issues that ex-Commissioner Burkhart raised several years ago but for the last few years Animal Control has been under the County Commission.  Mr. Bentley stated that the Code says that a Sheriff’s Officer is a Humane Officer but several years ago the County Commission took control since the Sheriff, in part, did not want any part of it.  He said that the problem is, Animal Control Officers are not law enforcement people and they have no authority to run above the posted speed with lights and siren equipment with weapons.  Mr. Bentley stated that they do not have the power to arrest anyone.  He said that he heard recently that some of the Animal Control Officers appears to the public that they do have the power to arrest.  Mr. Bentley stated that we need to sit down and discuss the issue.  President Strauss then stated that a meeting needs to be scheduled and headed by Mr. Bentley regarding Animal Control and the issues discussed today and make a recommendation.  He said that he would like to invite Commissioner Teufel, Ms. Hammond, Mr. Davis, and a member of the Nuisance Appeal Board to the meeting along with Mr. Bentley.  Commissioner Collins stated that he felt that this is the best idea and it will help us know what direction to go.  President Strauss stated that a representative of the Nuisance Appeal Board should also attend the meeting.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to request a Committee be formed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Estate Hearing – Sara L. Horner – Discussion/Action

Fiduciary Supervisor Maria Childers came before the Commission regarding the estate hearing of Sara L. Horner.  Ms. Childers stated that Attorney Richard McCune, Counsel for the Petitioner, forwarded a letter late yesterday afternoon asking that today’s hearing be rescheduled for Thursday September 7, 2005 at 11:40 p.m.  Mr. McCune stated in his letter that although a meeting of the Co-Executors, who are the beneficiaries of the estate, with their legal counsel has been scheduled he is not optimistic that their differences can be amicably resolved.

Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept the request of Mr. McCune and reschedule the estate hearing of Sara Horner to September 7, 2006 at 11:40 a.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Ms. Childers provided the Commissioners with a copy of a certified letter dated May 11, 2006 and forwarded to William E. Mason, Jr., Executor and Trustee under the Will of Geneva May Wood a/k/a Genevieve May Wood.  

Numerous attempts have been made to contact Mr. Mason.  He moved and did not provide a forwarding address and his telephone number is unlisted.  Ms. Childers stated that she asked Mr. Mason to file an accounting no later than June 30, 2006 but she has not had a response from him.  She said that she would like to schedule a date and time in order that she may summon Mr. Mason to appear before the Commission and show just cause for failure to comply.

Following a brief discussion, the Commission unanimously decided to schedule the estate hearing on August 17, 2006 at 11:40 a.m.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project and Dunn Building – Discussion/Action

Unencumbered Fund Balance Priority List – State Budget Revision #1 – Discussion/Action

Stephens Auto Center Order – Law Enforcement Vehicles – Discussion/Action

Order Establishing WV Extension Agency Special Revenue Fund – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Ms. Hammond stated that there are no Nuisance Appeal Board reports this week.

2. Change Order Proposals-Judicial Center Project and Dunn Building – Ms. Hammond stated that there are no change orders for the Judicial Center Project or the Dunn Building this week.

3. Unencumbered Fund Balance Priority List – Ms. Hammond provided the Commissioners with a listing of issues, since March, for the unencumbered fund balance.  She said that she applied the actual dollar amounts that reflect the enhancement of personnel, the rain garden and vehicle purchases.  She said that the Planning and County Commission travel vehicles are not on the encumbered list.  The second page of the listing reflects the outside agencies.  President Strauss stated that, in essence, we have, after expenses, $1,732,230.00 but we have to reduce that figure by $761,029.20 for already committed funds.  After that deduction is made then the Commission has 971,201.00 left to further allocate.  Following a discussion about the various places that the funding could be allocated, the Commissioners decided to disperse the monies as follows:

a. Inwood Storm Water Management Facilities ($250,000.00 encumbered thus far).

b. Judicial Center Expenditures including enhanced security personnel (total of 6) at $228,386.00, equipment for security personnel at $50,488.00, the furniture purchase and the rain garden at a cost of $6,000.00.

c. Reimbursement-Courthouse Account, Regional Jail Account in the General County Fund in the amount of $251,548.00

d.  Recreation Center Addition in the amount of $250,000.00 in fiscal year 2006-07 and $250,000.00 in the fiscal year 2007-08.

e. Vehicle purchases-Law Enforcement $127,216.00 for outright purchase of 6 vehicles.

f. Ivotronic purchases $240,000.00 loan match.

g. Animal Control Vehicles – 2 vehicles at $36,740.00

h. Planning Commission travel vehicle at $20,362.00

i. County Commission travel vehicle at $21,837.00

j. Fire Board Grant matches at $100,000.00 grant matches and $125,000.00 site work and prep for the Hedgesville VFD.

k. Capital Outlay for Facilities improvements-window replacement-Dunn Building-Grant match-County Clerk’s relocation, facility improvements ($80,000.00 grant match).

l. Personnel additions in the Assessor’s office for a personal property appraiser, a receptionist for the Prosecutor’s office, a part time position in the County Clerk’s office, and personnel increase in the Sheriff’s Tax office for taxes, permits at $24,653.00.

m. Child Advocacy Center in the amount of $5,000.00.

n. Solid Waste Authority in the amount of $30,000.00 for a Transfer Station Study.

o. Pan Tran in the amount of $20,000.00.

p. Parks and Recreation in the amount of $65,000.00 for a vehicle request.

q. Health Department in the amount of $10,000.00. 

r. Rainy Day Fund Annual Allocation.  

Commissioner Teufel asked what the Forfeiture Fund was used for.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Sheriff uses that Fund for vehicles and guns.  Commissioner Teufel suggested that the Commission ask the Sheriff to use that fund for the purchase of his vehicles.  Ms. Hammond stated that it is not money that the Commission can use.  Commissioner Collins stated that there is $125,000.00 in that fund.  He asked Mr. Hammond is she would provide him a full balance in that account and he would meet with the Sheriff regarding those funds.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to have the aforementioned funds that were designated be approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to back out the 911 fees from the unencumbered fund balance and place them in a separate account.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

4. Stephens Auto Center Order-Law Enforcement Vehicle – An invoice was presented to the Commissioners for their approval for the outright purchase for law enforcement vehicles.  The 6 new vehicles will cost a total of $127,216.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to purchase the vehicles.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

5. Order Establishing WV Extension Agency Special Revenue Fund – An Order establishing Fund 154 for the WV Extension Agency 4-H Improvement Grant was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The grant is in the amount of $15,000.00.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Approved:___________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President

