Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                July 20, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President 



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Gwen Campbell, Tommy Puffenburger, Preston Gooden, Don Wood, Jim Moore, Ryan Frankenberry, William Teach, Steve Allen, Gary Collis, Pamela Games-Neely, Pamela Swartwood, Roy Young, Gary Wine, Guy Shaffer, Kristin Logan, Alan Davis

The Morning Prayer was led by Tom Puffenburger followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Pamela Swartwood.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for additions or changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of July 17, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he looked over the purchase order log and found nothing wrong.  He then made a motion to approve the purchase order log as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action

The minutes of the June 29, 2006 Commission meeting were presented to the Commission for their approval.  Commissioner Collins stated that he read through the minutes and found everything in order.  He then made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 29, 2006 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following applications for consolidations of property to the Commission for their approval:

1. Budzyn, Robert/Grace – Arden District – Consolidating 7.04 acres, Map 15, Parcel 122, 52.5 acres, Map 16, Parcel 5, 16.0 acres, Map 15, Parcel 107, and 18.55 acres, Map 15, Parcel 106.  Total assessed value $83,820.00. 

2. Bail, Marthal – Arden District – Consolidating .39 acre, Map 10K, Parcel 39 and .39 acre, Map 10K, Parcel 38.  Total assessed value $72,840.00.

3. Tyson, Janice/Lowell – Arden District – Consolidating Lot 6, Arden Heights, Map 6E, Parcel 113, Lot 5, Arden Heights, Map 6E, Parcel 114 and Lot 4, Arden Heights, Map 6E, Parcel 115.  Total assessed value $51,840.00.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the applications for consolidation of property as presented by Mr. Gooden.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden then presented the following applications for correction of assessment to the Commission for their approval:

1. Hawkins, Jason Kyle – Arden District – Account #1017827 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $191.43.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 and the farm machinery did not get keyed.

2. Rotruck, Maynard/Patricia – Mill Creek District – Account #1325177 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $824.94.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 and the farm animals and machinery were not keyed.

3. Compher, Bryan/Krista – Hedgesville District – Account #104515 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $214.60.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the mobile home was not keyed.

4. Anger, William/Irmgard – Hedgesville District – Account #1453171 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $353.24.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the farm machinery was not keyed.

5. Kiser, William/Carol – Hedgesville District – Account #1060909 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $800.57.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the IAS System priced the Lexus incorrectly.

6. Kiken, Barbara – Arden District – Account #1055035 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $463.58.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the system priced the vehicle incorrectly.  

7. Reichelderfer, Megan A. – Falling Waters District – Account #1045235 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $41.79.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but it didn’t get keyed.

8. Reese, Roxanna Lynn – Falling Waters District – Account #1055876 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $181.92.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but it did not get keyed.

9. Hose, Roger/Robin – Falling Waters District – Account #1504660 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount 139.66.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the mobile home was not keyed.

10. Young, Richard – Falling Waters District – Account #1014860 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $109.42.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but it did not get keyed.

11. Dunaway, Edith May – Gerrardstown District – Account #02062594 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $24.92.  Account was deleted in error.

12. Horning, James W. Sr./Norma – Falling Waters District – Account #1028883 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $280.00.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the mobile home was not keyed.

13. Robinette, Timothy/Tijuana – Falling Waters District – Account #1601724 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $332.02.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the 1998 Dodge Durango was not keyed correctly.

14. Johnson, Kenneth M. – Martinsburg District – Account #12132760 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $15.66.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but it was keyed under the wrong account number.

15. Hensell, Charles Albert – Martinsburg District – Account #1525736 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $674.31.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the 2004 Chevy Tahoe was keyed as a 1999.

16. Roderick, Robert/Lynne – Martinsburg District – Account #1542432 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $411.81.  Taxpayer filed an assessment for 2006 but the 2004 Hyundai Santa Fe was price incorrectly.

17. Baker, Harry/Linda – Mill Creek District – Account #1003624 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $151.00.  Wrong account number keyed.

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the correction of assessments as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board last Thursday and reported that they had election of officers.  Roger Williams was elected Chair while Dave Ditto was elected as Vice Chair.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Rapid Response issue was tabled.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that, during the Fire Board meeting, they discussed the matter of a door between the Fire Board office and the Ambulance Authority office.  He said that the project will have to be bid out.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that the Fire Board also discussed the Bedington Substation and the need to redesign the ponds.  He said that they have borrowed the money to do that redesign.

Commissioner Teufel attended a meeting of the Solid Waste Authority on Wednesday and reported that the BFI hearing for competition hauling has been postponed until October.  He further reported that they elected Clint Hogbin as Chair and Edgar Mason as Vice Chair.  Commissioner Teufel stated that they also discussed the recycling ordinance.  He said that there are funds available to government agencies for commercial recycling centers and the Solid Waste Authority has applied for those funds.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he also heard that government agencies could apply for these types of projects and asked Ms. Hammond to check.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that the Jefferson County Transfer Station is due to open in August and he would like a letter forwarded to the State to request the LCS stay open through the end of the month due to the heat.  

Commissioner Collins stated that he was out on Monday and Tuesday and did not have anything to report.  He said that the Surplus Sale was a great success and he would like to thank Tom Puffenburger of the Facilities Department and his crew for a job well done.  Commissioner Collins stated that the total amount of the Sale came to $16,803.50.  He said that the County Commission gained almost $13,000.00.  President Strauss stated that there were a number of vehicles sold at the Surplus Sale and questioned if the titles were available.  Commissioner Collins stated that 6 titles showed liens and they have to be cleared.  He said that he asked John Small, Jr., County Clerk, to have the titles cleared by Monday.  Commissioner Teufel stated that when we have our next Sale we will have to work with Mr. Small on the titles.  He then requested that the sold vehicles be removed from the County’s insurance policy.

President Strauss attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Development Authority on Wednesday and reported that they went over the pending sales at the Tabler Station Business Park.  He stated that the master plan will be reviewed next week and forwarded to the Planning Commission.  President Strauss stated that several sales are still being negotiated.  He said that there are some financial concerns at this time and the Development Authority will be coming to the County Commission to request funds.  If approved, those funds would be reimbursed to the County Commission.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Strauss stated that there are a number of terms that expired on June 30, 2006 and on July 1, 2006.  He said that those individuals need to be contacted and if they do not respond then the Commission will consider those terms as vacancies.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 27, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. July 30th, 31st and August 1st, 2006– The Annual State Training Conference for County Commissioners and Assistants will be held in Huntington, WV.

3. August 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

4. August 31, 2006 – The County Commission will not meet. 

Re;

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 24, 2006 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

2. July 24, 2006 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

3. July 25, 2006 – The meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District has been cancelled.

4. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

5. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Jim Moore, Soil Conservation District 

Report on Grant Funds – Inwood Storm Water Management Project – Discussion/Action


Jim Moore of the Soil Conservation District came before the County Commission to provide a report to the Commissioners on grant funds for the Inwood Storm Water Management Project.  Mr. Moore stated that he received two letters from Congresswoman Shelley Moore-Capito regarding grant monies.  He said that the first letter was regarding a request to extend the time period for a grant in the amount of $654,800.00 to December 31, 2007.  Mr. Moore stated that the second letter was to inform the Soil Conservation District that the grant would expire on October 31, 2007.  He said that they are trying to make contact with Ms. Moore-Capito’s office to see which letter had the correct date.  


Mr. Moore stated that the Soil Conservation District has $654,800.00 tied up in certificates of deposits and $84,000.00 of that total just matured and was rolled over into a money market account.  He said that they have $187,000.00 in a checking account but to get as much interest as possible they will need to put that money into a money market account.  Mr. Moore stated that their total cash funds total $608,056.00 and there are no restrictions on that money.  President Strauss stated that he would like to use the grant money for the engineering fees.  Commissioner Collins made a motion that as the certificates of deposits mature the money be rolled into a money market account and used for the engineering fees for the Inwood Storm Water Management Project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 


Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Moore if the Soil Conservation District was the grantee on the grants that were awarded.  Mr. Moore responded by saying yes.  Mr. Bentley stated that we need a contract between the Commission and the Soil Conservation District that they take on the project and provide the money as it is drawn down.  Mr. Moore stated that he could write a check right now for $108,000.00.  He said that the grants are reimbursable and they have to spend the money to receive the money back.  Mr. Moore stated that all the Commission needs to do is give him an invoice and the Soil Conservation District will write the check.  President Strauss stated that there is a need for a contract between the Commission and the Soil Conservation District.  Mr. Bentley stated that the bid process was completed and he would draft the agreement.  Thrasher Engineering won the bid and Mr. Bentley stated that he didn’t see any problem.  Commissioner Teufel stated that because of the Commission’s audits in the past a separate account will need to be created.  Mr. Moore recommended that the vendor invoice for their services, the Commission sign off for payment and the District will forward a check to the vendor.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept the contract between the County Commission and Thrasher Engineering.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  Mr. Bentley stated that he looked over the contract and the only change he would make would be in Section E….it should state Harrison and/ Berkeley Counties.  Commissioner Teufel amended his motion to accept the contract with the one contingency stated by Mr. Bentley.  The amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  President Strauss asked Mr. Bentley to prepare an agreement with the Soil Conservation District regarding the bidding process and Thrasher Engineering.

Re:

Don Wood, Berkeley County Landmarks Commission

Donation of Property – Berkeley County Landmarks Commission – Discussion/Action


Don Wood of the Berkeley County Landmarks Commission came before the County Commission regarding a piece of property that has been donated to them by the Hillary brothers.  Mr. Wood stated that the property consists of 40 acres; the land is on the west of Shanghi where 27 acres are being used for hay and the remainder is woodland.  He provided the Commissioners with pictures of the property.  President Strauss asked Mr. Wood if the entire piece of property was a donation.  Mr. Wood responded by saying yes and the property already has an easement and no buildings are on the land.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept the property donated by the Hillary brothers.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Mr. Wood stated that the monies provided by the County and the City of Martinsburg, along with grant monies, are being used toward a contract for the Martinsburg survey.  He said that the cost will be $10,000.00.

Commissioner Teufel asked Mr. Wood if the Landmarks Commission had their most recent flyer.  Mr. Wood stated that they do and that he would bring some by.  

Mr. Bentley asked Mr. Wood, regarding the property donation, if there was a deed.  Mr. Wood stated that their attorney is preparing a deed at this point in time.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission will have to provide the assessed value of the property.  Mr. Wood stated that he would see that the Commission receives that information.

Re:

William Teach, County Engineer



Hiring Recommendations – Scanning Clerk – Discussion/Action



Off Site Record Storage – Discussion/Action

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Storm Water Management Facilities – Springdale Farm Subdivision – Discussion/Action


County Engineer William Teach presented the following issues to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – Mr. Teach stated that he, Commissioner Collins and the Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association met regarding expediting the permit process.  He said that the large builders have many options on their plans and they are looking at a “one plan” approval that would be placed in the archives and when they come back then all the office will have to do is print from the archives.  Mr. Teach stated that it will save review time.  He said that in order for his office to do this it would be better to go to a clerk’s position and assign that clerk to do this instead of the County hiring another plan reviewer.  Commissioner Collins stated that this will be the first step of streamlining the Engineering Office.  He said that the next step will be looking at software and, eventually, there will be no additional employees or the need for additional space.  Commissioner Collins stated that the software will look pretty expensive but will save the County a lot of money in the long run.  Commissioner Teufel asked if Mr. Teach had the funds in his budget for the clerk’s position.  Mr. Teach stated that he can take the funds out of the Special Fund account for the position.  President Strauss stated that he still wants to go back and look at the needs of the Engineering Office.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to approve the recommendation for a scanning clerk.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Off-Site Storage – Mr. Teach stated that, in his office and the Planning Commission Office, once documents are scanned a duplicate is stored off site.  He said that he spoke with Gary Wine of Software Systems to obtain a quote for a storage device in addition to the server upstairs.  Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Teach if the cost of the storage device would be a one time cost.  Mr. Teach responded by saying yes; the Code requires us to keep records of buildings for as long as the building exists.  President Strauss asked if we would ever have the ability to dispose of those records.  Commissioner Collins responded by saying yes, once they are stored on the storage device.  President Strauss asked if the old AS400 could be used as a storage device for these documents.  Mr. Teach stated that he would need to ask Mr. Wine.  President Strauss stated that the old AS400 still has capabilities.  Mr. Teach stated that the server itself is only $2,125.00.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the recommendation of Mr. Teach to get a storage device for records contingent upon what Mr. Wine has to say about the old AS400.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

3. Inspection and Maintenance Agreement of Private Storm Water Management Facilities-Springdale Farm Subdivision – Mr. Teach stated that Steve Aberegg, Assistant Engineer, has reviewed the agreement.  Mr. Bentley stated that he also reviewed the document and everything seems to be in order.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Steve Allen, OES Director



Hiring Recommendation – Discussion/Action



Pandemic Flu Exercise Report – Discussion/Action

OES Director Steve Allen came before the County Commission with the following issues for the discussion and/or action of the Commissioners:

1. Hiring Recommendation – Mr. Allen requested approval to hire Marshall N. Younker, II as a temporary part-time Emergency Services Worker and a temporary part-time Hazardous Materials Technician.  If approved, Mr. Younker will earn $9.00 per hour for his work as an Emergency Services Worker and $11.00 per hour as a Hazardous Material Technician.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Younker.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Pandemic Flu Exercise – Roy Young, Lead Evaluator of the Eastern Panhandle Pandemic Flu Tabletop Exercise, was present today and stated that they have been conducting exercises for years but this one is different.  He said that, normally, the event happens and it would be cleared up in a few days but not this.  Mr. Young stated that the Exercise was set up with the Taskforce through the Berkeley County Health Department, Morgan County, Jefferson County and Berkeley County.  He said that there were 97 active participants, 5 or 6 of them in another county communicating what was taking place.  Mr. Young stated that it was the best exercise they ever had and they received so many good compliments.  He said that everyone felt that they needed to go back to improve themselves.  They are looked at a follow-up Exercise.  Mr. Young informed the Commission that the new LEPC Chair is Steve Allen.  Mr. Allen approached the bench and gave the County Commissioners an example of the Certificate that will be given to those who participated in the Exercise.  President Strauss stated that the Certificates should have the signature of all three Commissioners.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the support that came from all three counties and to pool everything together took quite a bit of effort.  He said that everyone did a fabulous job.  Commissioner Teufel stated that it comes along with knowing where you stand and the fact that you are prepared.  He said that it was very impressive and it was a very successful event.

Re:

Guy Shaffer, Potomac Park Estates



William Teach, County Engineer



Building Code Nuisance Provision Complaints – Discussion/Action

Guy Shaffer and Kristin Logan of Potomac Park Estates came before the County Commission regarding building code nuisance provision complaints.  

President Strauss informed Mr. Shaffer that a copy of the letter that he sent to President Strauss had been received and forwarded to the Planning Commission and the members of the County Commission.

Mr. Shaffer stated that the problem is when he talks to the various people he never gets answers or the issue falls by the wayside.  He said that one individual in the development puts in a trailer then hooks on by bypassing the septic.  Mr. Shaffer stated that there are 800 lots on the plat and this man owns 8% of those lots.  He said that there are only 52 residents on the 108 acres and a drug problem is developing and they need Law Enforcement to do their job.  Mr. Shaffer stated that another man brought in a trailer and is using a neighbor’s well and utilizing a 55 gallon drum for a septic.  He said that he went to the Health Department about the issue and he was told “Welcome to Wild Wonderful West Virginia”!  Mr. Shaffer then stated that he went to the Engineering Office and informed them that their Inspector was not doing his job and the Inspector was just given a warning.  He then provided the Commissioners with pictures of the property.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he can not get Law Enforcement to come down and do anything.  He said that license plates and inspection stickers on a lot of the vehicles are purchased at junk yards.

President Strauss stated that he wanted to address some of the issues and then follow up with a letter to the Health Department and a letter to the Sheriff.

William Teach, County Engineer, stated that he checked on the complaints and the complaints were also sent to the property owners regarding salvage yard violations.  He said that as far as building permits, if construction goes on then all that has to be done is a call made to the Engineering Office and a stop work order will be issued.  Mr. Teach stated that, regarding those structures that are already in place, there is nothing his office can do but if any of them are empty then he would need to receive a complaint and once that complaint is received then it could be handled through the court system.  Mr. Teach stated that he can not do anything unless a complaint is issued.  

Commissioner Teufel asked Mr. Teach if the lots are approved for everything except the septic and a person purchases a mobile home does that person need an occupancy permit.  Mr. Teach stated that they need to get permits from the Health Department.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the Planning Commission needs more involvement especially if there are 10 trailers working off of one septic.  Mr. Teach stated that it is a health issue.

President Strauss stated that we need to send a letter to the Health Department.  He said that we have the authority to ask the Engineering Office to inspect the structures to insure they meet the building codes.  Commissioner Teufel stated that we really need to pursue this and the Planning Commission and the Health Department needs to work together to resolve the issues.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to send a letter to the Health Department and ask them to enforce the rules.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  

Re:

Pamela Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney



Compensation Request Issue – Chris Quasebarth – Discussion/Action

Berkeley County Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely came before the County Commission regarding a salary adjustment for Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Chris Quasebarth.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that when she submitted her budget proposals she submitted them in several different ways.  She said that the problem with Mr. Quasebarth is the fact that he is maxed out on the salary scale.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that the Commissioners adjusted everyone to the fair market value but Mr. Quasebarth was not among those employees.  She said that he is a senior attorney in her office and she would like to put him in the percentage line/market value.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that if the Commission could not find the money anywhere in the current budget then she had a line item that could be utilized.

Human Resources Director Alan Davis stated that Mr. Quasebarth was hired on August 15, 1997 and he has been compensated from $45,000.00 per year to $77,975.00 per year; a 33.97% increase.  He said that Mr. Quasebarth is in Grade 17 and there the maximum yearly salary is $88,320.00.  President Strauss asked if the salary scale was based on the private sector or the public sector.  Mr. Davis stated that it is based on the public sector and the pay ranges were from Washington County, Maryland.  He said that we are currently in the correct range for Mr. Quasebarth.  President Strauss asked Ms. Games-Neely if Mr. Quasebarth was receiving any overtime.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that he is not receiving any overtime.  Mr. Davis stated that Mr. Quasebarth’s compensation is based on 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. five days per week.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that Mr. Quasebarth works a lot of weekends and nights and averages 50 to 60 hours per week.  She then listed the various tasks that Mr. Quasebarth completes.  President Strauss stated that he understood Mr. Quasebarth’s duties but if he works more than 40 hours per week he would be making more money that Ms. Games-Neely.  He said that other issues have to do with department heads i.e. Engineering and County Administrator.  President Strauss stated that with their responsibilities they would be getting a lesser salary.  Mr. Davis stated that Mr. Quasebarth is the third highest paid employee in the County and if this increase is enacted he would leap in front of the County Engineer and the County Administrator.  Commissioner Teufel asked Ms. Games-Neely what her yearly salary was.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that she makes $93,000.00 plus per year and her salary was controlled by the State.  Commissioner Collins stated that he felt that the County Administrator should be the highest paid employee and would have a problem if Mr. Quasebarth made more than Ms. Hammond.  President Strauss stated that he also felt that the highest paid employee should be the County Administrator and then from there it would be the County Engineer and then the Chief Deputy.  He said that if there is an increase for one then he would be in favor of increasing the other two individuals.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Mr. Quasebarth will average a $5,300.00 increase and that is pretty good and if another $3,000.00 increase takes place in two years he would be making more than Ms. Games-Neely.  He said that he has some concerns in the budget year and wants to maintain some sort of control.  

A brief discussion took place regarding Mr. Quasebarth’s ability to assume Ms. Games-Neely responsibilities in her absence.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that he could assume some of her responsibilities but some items are restricted to constitutional officers.  She said that, other than those items he could make her office function.  

Commissioner Collins stated that if the Commission grants this increase it will put us in a position where we will have to increase two other people.  President Strauss stated that he would be willing to go middle ground.  He said that the request is for $3,000.00 but if we approve $2,000.00 we will stay within our confines.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that $2,000.00 is middle of the road.  Mr. Davis stated that he would recommend the increase.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve a $2,000.00 increase to Mr. Quasebarth, the County Engineer William Teach and the County Administrator Deborah Hammond.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  Ms. Games-Neely asked the Commission if they would consider back dating to reflect a date of July 1, 2006.  Based on a unanimous agreement, Commissioner Teufel made a motion to back date the increases to July 1, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law

Draft Inwood Drainage Project Engineering Agreement – Discussion/Action

Draft Board of Education Agreement – Discussion/Action

Sub Contract – Community Networks – Grant Administration – Discussion/Action


Mr. Bentley stated that the draft Board of Education Agreement is not ready due to the inability to get everyone together.  He said that one key player has been on vacation and as soon as he is available then he would present a draft agreement to the Commission for their consideration.


Mr. Bentley stated that sub contract regarding the Community Networks grant is ready.  He said that Community Networks holds the County Commission harmless and if they don’t follow the directions of the grant then the money would be returned.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Gary Wine, Software Systems



Report on Indexing Project – Discussion/Action

Pilot Project – Credit Card Acceptance – Planning Commission and Engineering Fees – Discussion/Action


Gary Wine of Software Systems came before the County Commission regarding the following issues:

1. Indexing Project Report – Mr. Wine stated that 150,000 documents have been scanned and they are moving ahead.  He said that once this has been completed they can do back scanning in the County Clerk’s Office.  Mr. Wine stated that in September the County Clerk’s and the Circuit Clerk’s records will be available on line.  He said that the County Clerk’s records will be first and the rest will be done in stages.

2. Credit Card Acceptance – Mr. Wine stated that credit card acceptance has been addressed in the Planning Commission Office and the Engineering Office and can be implemented at any time.  Commissioner Teufel stated that the County now has Centra Bank and there will be no cost for the merchant ID.  He said that the cost will be the same whether it is cash or card.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would ask Mr. Teach to get with Ms. Allemong and provide a report to the Commission.  He said that he would like to see the Fire Board and the Ambulance Authority on board with credit cards.

3. Old AS400 – President Strauss asked Mr. Wine if the old AS400 could be used for record storage.  Mr. Wine stated that the Commission was provided a substantial discount when the new AS400 was purchased.  He said that the County’s usage was revoked on the old machine and they actually used some of its parts on the new AS400.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project and Dunn Building – Discussion/Action

Resolution – Ivotronic Election Equipment Request – Discussion/Action

Unencumbered Fund Balance Priority List – State Budget Revision #1 – Discussion/Action

State Budget Revision #1 – Coal Severance Fund – Discussion/Action

Berkeley County Judicial Center Sound System Proposal – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Emergency Agenda Item – Ms. Hammond stated that the air conditioning at the Red Cross Office in the Spring Street Building stopped working.  She stated that Tom Puffenburger of the Facilities Department informed her today after several attempts were made to correct the problem.  Mr. Puffenburger approached the bench and stated that it is a very old system and if it was repaired it would cost around $5,000.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to consider the air conditioning issue at the Red Cross Office as an emergency issue and place it on today’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission will be selling the building in the near future and made a motion to have the unit repaired in lieu of purchasing a new one.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

2. Change in Status – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith requesting approval to promote Deputy Thomas Young to the position of Corporal effective July 9, 2006.  Deputy Young passed the physical examination as required by the Code.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the promotion of Deputy Young to the position of Corporal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

3. Nuisance Appeal Board Report – Ms. Hammond stated that there are no Nuisance Appeal Board reports this week.

4. Change Order Proposals – A proposal was received from Ralph E. Tolbert Masonry, Inc. in the amount of $4,300.00 for the additional work on the pavers in front of the Dunn Building.  President Strauss stated that the pavers at the front of the building will provide an area, along with two benches, to accommodate the public.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to accept the proposal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

5. Resolution-Ivotronic Election Equipment – Ms. Hammond stated that County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. came before the County Commission last week regarding the purchase of 155 additional Ivotronic election devices.  She said that the Loan Program for the Purchase of Voting Equipment, Software and Services requires that the County Commission must obtain at least 50% of the cost of the equipment and, in this case, the amount would be $240,000.00.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Commission was not told this in the beginning; we were told the funding would come from the State.  President Strauss stated that we were told by the County Clerk’s Office that the State would be providing the funding.  Ms. Hammond stated that she spoke with Susan Silverman at the Secretary of State’s Office and she confirmed that the Commission would have to provide half of the funds.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to move toward getting a loan through the State for half of the funding.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  President Strauss stated that he wished that the proper information was in front of the Commission last week when action was taken on the issue.  A resolution endorsing the purchase of the election devices was presented to the Commissioners for their approval and signatures.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to endorse the resolution and to authorize the President to sign the loan application from the Secretary of State’s Office.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

6. Unencumbered Fund Balance Priority List–State Budget Revision #1 – Ms. Hammond stated that a list of projects identified for consideration by the Commission was included in today’s packet.  She said that it was meant merely as a starting point.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like to add the Fire Board to the list.  He said that they have some matching funds and also we carried over stormwater money.  Ms. Hammond stated that, yes, it does include $250,000.00 for that purpose.  Commissioner Teufel then asked about Parks and Recreation.  He said that he would like to consider them as a priority and then secondly he would like to consider the personnel at the Judicial Center.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like those included over the next few weeks for discussion.  President Strauss requested that the issue be placed on next week’s agenda.

7. State Budget Revision #1-Coal Severance Fund – Ms. Hammond presented the Commissioners with State Budget Revision #1 representing the Coal Severance Fund in the amount of $201,213.00.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Revision and to approve the resolution that will accompany the document to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

8. Berkeley County Judicial Center Sound System Proposal – A proposal was received from Nelson White Systems, Inc. in the amount of $12,720.000 for the sound system for the Berkeley County Judicial Center.  This is not an actual proposal for purchase, just a presentation.  President Strauss stated that this is for the hiring of a company that will work with the State on the sound system and prepare the specification for a bid package i.e. drawings and layouts.  He said that the sound system was not included in the bid submitted by Brechbill and Helman.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he was in support but would like for Ms. Hammond to give the Commission a report on where we stand today on the bond money.  He said that he would like to know what is available.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the proposal and prepare a bid package for the sound system.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel 

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to go into executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.  

Commissioner Teufel made a motion to come out of executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no actions were taken.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issue to the County Commission for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – Discussions took place regarding the position of Facilities Manager.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to have background checks conducted on both candidates for the position and place the issue on next week’s agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Approved:_____________________________________




Howard L. Strauss, President   
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