Berkeley County Commission Meeting                                    July 6, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Steven C. Teufel, Commissioner



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Rev. Dr. Ed Grove, Gwen Campbell, Preston Gooden, Ryan Frankenberry, Bill Stubblefield, Gary Collis, Janet Holtzhouser, Anthony Hose, Clint Hogbin, William Teach, Pat Carroll, Matthew Hjermstad

The Morning Prayer was led by Rev. Dr. Ed Grove of the Trinity United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ryan Frankenberry.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  He stated that there is a Stakeholders tour of the Judicial Center at 2:00 p.m.  Hearing no requests for change, Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.



The purchase order log for the week of July 3, 2006 was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  President Strauss stated that there is a note from Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchasing, that the Justice Assistance Grant was included in the purchase order log.  He asked Gwen Campbell of the Finance Office if that was correct.  Ms. Campbell responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the June 1, 2006 and June 8, 2006 Commission meetings were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2006 and June 8, 2006 Commission meetings.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the County Commission for their approval:

1. Shellenberger, Preston C. – District 08 – Ticker #45795 – Amount to be Exonerated $595.55 – Farmland reported as rental and it was not.

2. Tregoning, James – District 08 – Ticker #46375 – Amount to be Exonerated $229.79.  Change made due to law change.

3. Greenfield, David – District 04 – Ticket #23591 – Amount to be Exonerated $197.64.  Appraised, reviewed and found to be too high.

4. Crowell, Vincent – District 06 – Ticket #30287 – Amount to be Exonerated $922.67.  Change made due to law change.

5. Domer, William – District 06 – Ticket #30575 – Amount to be Exonerated $160.41.  Change made due to law change.

6. Wright, Paul – District 07 – Ticket #41471 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,442.31.  Wrong Class, should be Class II.

7. Cushwa, Chad – District 02 – Ticket #8630 – Amount to be Exonerated $325.09.  Office error.  Farm values never keyed.

8. Martin, Janet – District 02 – Ticket #11526 – Amount to be Exonerated $636.01.  Wrong Class applied.

9. Snowden, Rachel – District 03 – Ticket #20014 – Amount to be Exonerated $70.80.  11 acres was not put in farm.

10. Thal, Christine – District 03 – Ticket #20189 – Amount to be Exonerated $60.18.  Wrong Class applied.  

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Mr. Gooden then presented the Commissioners with the following applications for correction of assessment for their approval:

1. Windy’s Enterprises, Inc. – Mill Creek District – Account #6041758 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $14,754.01.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

2. Wright, Kelly/Larry J. – Martinsburg District – Account #6169923 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $192.06.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

3. Orr, Tracy B. – Martinsburg District – Account #6190356 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $810.90.  Homestead was left on property and should not have been.  

4. Mongan, Kenneth G. – Martinsburg District – Account #6146725 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $345.36.  Homestead was left on this parcel and should not have been.

5. Kulp, Kenneth C. – Martinsburg District – Account #6143997 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,547.33.  Homestead was left on property and should not have been.

6. Tucker Properties LLC – Hedgesville District – Account #6034409 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $2,913.32.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

7. Spinelli, Carlo R. – Hedgesville District – Account #60290184 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,317.18.  Homestead was left on property and should not have been.

8. Lord, Chad – Hedgesville District – Account #7224951 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,538.73.  Property was not transferred into correct name for 2006 taxes.  Property was left in Allen Ashton’s name and should have been Mr. Lord.

9. Anson, Barbara J. – Hedgesville District – Account #6027541 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,120.18.  Parcel was not made taxable for 2006.

10. Riggs, Leslie W., Sr./Glenn – Gerrardstown District – Account #6008116 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $90.25.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

11. Marek, Joseph F. – Gerrardstown District – Account #7081748 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $295.41.  Parcel was not made taxable for 2006.

12. Barrett, Calvin C., II – Gerrardstown District – Account #6010808 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $276.27.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

13. Weaver, Michael J etal – Falling Waters District – Account #7012181 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $20.50.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

14. King, Mark A. – Falling Waters District – Account #6125953 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $738.57.  Homestead was left on property and should not have been.

15. Greene, Tarvin – Falling Waters District – Account #7213933 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,522.98.  Parcel was not made taxable for 2006.

16. Weaver, Mary J. – Arden District – Account #6082909 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $352.86.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

17. Banbury at Fulk LLC – Arden District – Account #6080037 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $13,701.76.  Real property was deleted from land book and should not have been.

18. Cornerstone Investments LLC – Arden District – Account #6076658 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,323.97.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

19. Erwin, Anthony F. – Arden District – Account #6067604 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $707.12.  Homestead was left on property and should not have been.

20. Mason, Katherine R. – Arden District – Account #7021475 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $917.08.  Disability was left on property and should not have been.

21. Morrison, Stephanie – Arden District – Account #6076925 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $2,612.41.  Parcel was not made taxable for 2006.

22. Robinson, Ronnie Keith – Arden District – Account #6071109 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $694.80.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

23. McCall, Brenda/c/o Nevin Kelly – Opequon District – Account #7059023 – Tax Year 2006 – Corrected Tax Amount $67.11.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the correction of assessments as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved. 

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports 

Commissioner Teufel attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Fire Board and reported that they are progressing ahead on the plans for the new Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Hall.  He stated that the plans are currently in the office of the County Engineer and hopefully there are only a few things to do to bid for the site building.  Commissioner Teufel stated that when the paperwork is received they will be approaching the Commission to request a waiver of fees.

Commissioner Teufel met with OES Director Steve Allen and reported that they discussed the change from the Office of Emergency Services to the Office of Homeland Security and Office of Emergency Services.  He stated that this change is at the State level and already in Jefferson County.  Commissioner Teufel stated that Mr. Allen received a letter of approval on an $80,000.00 grant.

Commissioner Collins stated that he had no Board reports this week but did inform the Commission that the County Engineering Office held it’s second meeting with the Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association.  He said that a change will be made where contractors will be providing the Engineering Office with a master plan of review with all options.  Commissioner Collins also reported that there is technology out there to revamp the Engineering Office.  He said that it would double the work of the present employees and there will be no need to hire more staff.  Commissioner Collins stated that if the technology is put to work in that office the turn around time for a permit will be less than 7 days.  He said that the technology is in the form of software and there would be no need to re-buy the software every few years.  Commissioner Collins stated that the Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association has been very cooperative.  He said that the master system will be updated each time an inspector passes a cell tower.  Commissioner Collins stated that the system is very expensive but very expandable and the information can be passed on to the Assessor’s Office.  President Strauss stated that as soon as the information gets on the Assessors rolls it becomes taxable.  He said that when it takes 6 to 8 months on a project the County loses tax dollars.

President Strauss stated that he had a meeting on the Judicial Center this morning and reported that within the next few weeks locks will be installed on the doors.

President Strauss stated that he met with Judge Silver yesterday regarding his office and a change order will be coming from Judge Wilkes regarding his office.  He said that the furniture will be delivered in September and there will be another round of furniture needs.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 6, 2006 – The County Commission will not hold an evening meeting.

2. August 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

3. August 31, 2006 – The County Commission will not meet.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of July and August

The updated Board and Commission calendars for the months of July and August were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 10, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

2. July 10, 2006 – The Berkeley County Public Service Water District will meet.

3. July 12, 2006 – The Executive Committee of the Berkeley County Development Authority will meet.

4. July 24, 2006 – The Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission will meet.

5. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

6. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor



Estate Accounts – Month of July – Discussion/Action



Estate Hearings Scheduling – Month of July – Discussion/Action

Status Reports – Estate of Nancy Rebecca Ropp and Larry B. Hose – Discussion/Action


Maria Childers, Fiduciary Supervisor, was unable to attend today’s meeting.  Janet Holtzhouser from the Fiduciary Office represented Ms. Childers and presented the estate accounts for the month of July.  


President Strauss read aloud the following estate accounts:

1. Kermit Franklin Alt

2. Mark W. Armel

3. A. L. Bingaman

4. Debbie K. Bivens

5. Margaret K. Boyd

6. Iva Seccuro Cervo

7. C. Virginia Copenhaver

8. Mark H. Fuller

9. Evelyn Gardner

10. Stanton E. Gaylord

11. Regina P. Harman

12. Sandra C. Henry

13. Elsie Powell Hottle

14. Hazel Rollins Huston

15. Bernice L. Johnson

16. Enos J. Kitchen, Jr.

17. Mildred V. Kramerage

18. Frances Pauline Minghini

19. Howard W. McGill

20. Harold Ray Osborne

21. Bessie Virginia Pierce

22. Clara C. Tabler

23. Madeline M. Taylor

24. Melvie Brown Taylor

25. Dwayne L. Platt

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the estate accounts as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Ms. Holtzhouser stated that there are four estates that need attention and the details of those four estates have been mailed to the Commissioners by Ms. Childers.  She said that the first issue is the estate of Larry B. Hose.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated the there is nothing that her office can do at this point in time.  She further stated that there is a $500,000.00 civil suit in court right now.  Mr. Bentley asked if the suit was against the estate.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated that it is regarding the legal guardian of two minor children and is not part of our estate hearing.  Mr. Bentley then asked if the suit was against the estate or the administrator.  Anthony Hose spoke up and said that the suit is against him as the administrator and said that the suit was filed after the estate was closed.  Mr. Bentley then asked if the subject of the suit was one of the claims.  Mr. Hose stated that, allegedly, according to Ms. Childers, there is no claim against the estate.  Mr. Bentley asked if the claim was filed in any fashion.  Mr. Hose stated that the affidavit was submitted but not to Ms. Childers’ office.  Mr. Bentley then asked if the estate had been distributed.  Mr. Hose stated that it was finalized as per the Fiduciary Office.  Mr. Bentley stated that there is nothing that Ms. Childers can provide; when it gets to trial Ms. Childers can testify.  He said that it would be helpful if the Fiduciary Office gets an attested copy of the final report to Mr. Hose for court.

Ms. Holtzhouser stated that the next issue was the estate of Mary and William Wright.  She said that there is nothing that the Fiduciary Office can do at this time.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated that Ms. Childers made copies of all documents for John Wright.  She said that William Wright had a will and a son; this dates back to 1916; there is no estate.  Mr. Bentley stated that John Wright wants to establish any rights Stanley Seekford may have.  He said that he didn’t know what to do unless John Wright wants to obtain a law firm to research the estate.  President Strauss stated that it is not the responsibility of the Fiduciary Office to research the estate.  Mr. Bentley stated that he would contact John Wright and discuss the issue.

Ms. Holtzhouser stated that the next issue was the estate of Nancy Ropp.  She said that as of today there has been no filing of a final settlement.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated that Ms. Childers would like the County Commission to take action to release Nancy Ann Snider and turn the estate over to the Sheriff and deny her any compensation.  President Strauss stated that if Ms. Snider spent any money on this estate then she would have valid expenses.  Mr. Bentley recommended the removal of Ms. Snider then asked if there were any other family members.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated that there are some family members but Ms. Childers said that this would be the best route to go at this time.  President Strauss stated that we need to remove Ms. Snider but give the other family members the opportunity before turning it over to the Sheriff.  Mr. Bentley stated that if there is any money in the estate you may want to contact Attorney Jim Steptoe or Mr. D. Frank Hill, III.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to remove Nancy Ann Snider as the Executor of the estate of Nancy Ropp.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to request the Fiduciary Office to contact Mr. Steptoe or Mr. D. Frank Hill, III to see if either of them would step in and oversee the estate.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Ms. Holtzhouser stated that the last issue was the estate of Sara Horner.  The attorneys involved in this case are Tammy Bittorf and John Truban; Richard McCune previously filed a Petition for a hearing which the Commission had scheduled for July 13, 2006.  Ms. Holtzhouser stated that Mr. McCune has advised her that Ms. Bittorf and Mr. Truban have a scheduling conflict and asked that the Commission reschedule the hearing for July 27, 2006 if at all possible.  Following a brief discussion regarding timelines, President Strauss stated that the hearing can be rescheduled to July 27, 2006 at 11:40 a.m. but he would ask that if a resolution is obtained that the Commission be notified.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, Attorney at Law



Draft Agreement – Board of Education – Discussion/Action

Mr. Bentley stated that he did not have anything at this time and that he is waiting for the Board of Education.  He said that he is hopeful to have something for the Commission next week.  

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Strauss stated that Tommy Puffenburger has expressed interest in being re-appointed to the Central Dispatch Advisory Committee for another term.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to reappoint Mr. Puffenburger to the Central Dispatch Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

An application was received from Violet Rice expressing interest in being appointed to the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.  President Strauss stated that there is one opening on that Authority.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he was not acquainted with Ms. Rice and would like to extend an invitation to her to come before the Commission for a brief interview.

An application was received from W. Larry Hines expressing interest in being appointed to the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.  President Strauss stated that he was pleased with the recent interview between Mr. Hines and the Commission.  Commissioner Collins stated that he was also then made a motion to appoint Mr. Hines to the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Items from the Public

Even though the issue of “Items from the Public” was yet to be addressed by the Commissioners, they decided to allow Pat Carroll to approach the bench with his concern over Pack Horse Ford Road.  Mr. Carroll stated that he is experiencing a lot of problems with water and explained that he pumped water for 3 ½ hours after the recent rain.  He said that the road was built up about 4 years ago and he was wondering where the case against Mr. Ridgely stood and if there are any chances that this man can make improvements to the road.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that he knows of several people that are having problems because of the building up of that road.  He also stated that the Berkeley County Planning Commission was dealing with the issue; he then asked Commissioner Collins if he knew anything.  Commissioner Collis stated that he knows that the property is up for sale and when it is sold that it will have to be put back to code.  

Commissioner Teufel stated that it was an orphan road and questioned if improvements could be made to it.  William Teach, County Engineer, was in attendance and Commissioner Teufel asked him if he could weigh in.  Mr. Teach stated that unfortunately stormwater management was not in place and that is why Patrick Henry, Attorney for the Planning Commission, was filing a law suit on behalf of the Planning Commission.  He said that we met out there when Sue Ann Morgan was the County Planner and she promised the residents that something would be done.  President Strauss stated that the Commission could take a break and ask that the County Planner follow up on the issue.

Re:

Clint Hogbin, Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority

Berkeley County Recycling Program – Change in Days of Operation – Discussion/Action 

Pilot Project Grapevine Road Recycling Center – Discussion/Action

E-Cycling Event Report – Discussion/Action


Clint Hogbin, Chair of the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority, came before the County Commission to provide them with reports on various issues of the Solid Waste Authority.  Mr. Hogbin stated that the Authority has agreed on a first day of operation at the South Berkeley site.  He said that the reimbursements from the end of the fiscal year in 2005 gave them the ability to use the funds for mulching equipment and a grinder.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they would like to take the left over funds to add another day of operation to the South Berkeley site.  He said that they did not want to start something without approval from the County Commission.  President Strauss stated that with the increased hours of operation at the South Berkeley site, the public will have two facilities (the Grapevine Road Facility and the South Berkeley Facility) that they can utilize without having to check to see if they are open.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they have seen an increase in brush but when people come they usually bring a little of everything.  


Mr. Hogbin provided the Commissioners with a packet of information that reflected the participation at the various sites along with a graph that showed the increase in participation.  A recycling guide was also provided to the Commissioners.  President Strauss stated that the County now has two sites operating Monday through Saturday and that leaves the Hedgesville area.  He said that he would encourage anyone in the Hedgesville area that if they would like to donate 5 acres to please contact the Solid Waste Authority.  


Mr. Hogbin stated that they had two electronics events and they received 57,840 pounds combined.  One event was held in May and the other event was held in June.  He said that, at the moment, they are at the top of all counties in the State.  Commissioner Collins asked if there were grants available each year.  Mr. Hogbin stated that there are grants available but you have to apply for them.


Mr. Hogbin stated that there is a Berkeley County resident who just certified through the EPA for Freon.  He said that this gentleman is looking at air conditioners and he would remove the Freon at no cost.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they have a written agreement for one year at the Grapevine Road Facility and will be accepting air conditioners.  He said that the units will be disassembled and the metal and copper parts would be sold.  Mr. Hogbin stated that if it is successful the same service will be offered at the South Berkeley site.  President Strauss stated that he felt it was a good place to start.  


Commissioner Teufel stated that he is pulling for commercial waste.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they can pursue a commercial transfer station with large recycling.  


President Strauss stated that he would like to expand the acceptance of appliances.  He then thanked Mr. Hogbin for the reports and the excellent job he is doing.  


Commissioner Teufel asked Mr. Hogbin if he had received any information on the Jefferson County Transfer Station.  Mr. Hogbin stated that they are scheduled to visit the facility next week.  He said that Jim McGown informed him that the Station would be ready by the end of July.  President Strauss requested that a letter be forwarded to them before the end of this month and request that they provide the Commission with a progress report.

Re:

Bid Opening – Animal Control Vehicles – Discussion/Action

A bid opening was scheduled today at 11:00 a.m. for the purchase of pick up trucks for Animal Control.  A total of two bids were received from the following businesses:




1.  Kent Parsons
2007 Ford Ranger

$18,370.00 ea.




2.  White Side 

2007 Chevy Silverado

$19,436.00 ea.

President Strauss stated that the apparent low bidder is Kent Parsons.  Commissioner Teufel then made a motion to accept both bids and forward them to the staff for review and recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – WV Department of Transportation – Division of Highways – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Contract and Resolution – Court Security Grant Award – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from OES Director Steve Allen requesting approval to hire Glenn F. Macher, III as a part time Emergency Services Worker and a Part time Hazardous Materials Technician.  If approved, Mr. Macher will receive $9.00 per hour for Emergency Services Worker and $11.00 per hour when performing as a Hazardous Materials Technician.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the hiring of Glenn F. Macher, III.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

2. Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Ms. Hammond stated that there are no Nuisance Appeal Board reports this week.

3. Change Order Proposals-Judicial Center Project – Ms. Hammond stated that the change order proposals for the Judicial Center Project will be handled by Matthew Hjermstad later in today’s meeting.

4. Correspondence-WV Department of Transportation – An abstract was received from the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways informing the Commission of the following addition to the State Local Service System:

a. Coast Guard Drive – CR 9/57:  Beginning at a point on WV 9, said point begins 0.29 mile east of CR 9/26 (MP 19.86) and 140 feet west of the Jefferson/Berkeley County line (MP 20.18); thence following Coast Guard Drive 0.77 mile and ending.  Total length will be added is 0.77 mile.  To be assigned CR 9/57.  

Commissioner Collins made a motion to include the information in the official minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

5. Cancelled Check Order – A Cancelled Check Order was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  If action is taken to approve the Order it will cancel check #001222 in the amount of $920.00 to Berkeley Paint and Decorating.  The reason for the cancellation was because the check was made out to the wrong vendor.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Cancelled Check Order as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

6. Contract and Resolution-Court Security Grant Award – Ms. Hammond stated that this is the third grant in a series that we have obtained for the Judicial Center.  She said that this will pay for two new magnetometers.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to authorize the President to sign the paperwork and approve the resolution that will accompany the document to Charleston.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

7. Agreement with Verizon – This agreement will be for the Judicial Center.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to sign the agreement with Verizon.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

8. Cell Phone Renewal – The cell phone renewal paperwork was given to the Commissioners by Marsha Kelley, Director of Finance and Purchase.  President Strauss stated that it is good to go out to bid these kinds of services because of competition.  He said that the contract is for the same amount without any reduction.  President Strauss stated that if we put this out for bid we may get a better price.  Commissioner Teufel stated that he was comfortable with the agreement we have at this time.  He asked the Commission to wait until Ms. Kelley returns next week to discuss the issue.

9. Agreement for Independent Contractor Services – Commissioner Teufel stated that he would like to add this issue to next week’s agenda.

Re:

Matthew Hjermstad, DMJM



Status Report – Judicial Center – Discussion/Action



Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center – Discussion/Action



Presentation – Court Facility Furniture – Discussion/Action

Matthew Hjermstad of DMJM came before the Commission to present several issues to the Commissioners for their discussion and/or action. 

The first issue was a change order for Judge Wilkes’ Suite.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that one wall connects to the window and there is no steel beam for support.  The floor is sagging and we need to level the flooring.  He said that cost for this will be $2,211.00.  President Strauss stated that he looked at the floor and it is over ½ inch off.  He said that we are lucky at this point because the carpet has not been put down.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the change order to correct the flooring in Judge Wilkes’ Suite.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

The next issue was a change order for the exit area in the main lobby of the Judicial Center.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that it will create a one-way exit and it is basically to keep people honest.  The cost of the change order is $2,823.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the change order for the one-way exit.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

The next issue was regarding the monument signs for the Judicial Center.  A power point presentation was provided to the Commissioners that showed them two different styles of monument signs for their choice along with the three proposed locations for the signs.  The three locations included Stephen Street at the corner of Maple Avenue, South Street at the close to Raleigh Street and one at the corner of South Street and Maple Avenue.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that the monument signs are made of pre-cast and the mat is surface mounted.  Of the two options for the design of the signs, it was unanimously agreed by the Commission to select Option 2 because it is a little longer and the letters are much easier to read.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that Option 2 also is of equal weight to the Berkeley County Seal.  The cost of the monument signs are $36,390.00 for all three signs including the installation.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that if they hit rock there will be extra charges.  President Strauss stated that once the Commission has agreed on the signage we will have a signage bid going out.

The next issue was regarding the furniture.  A power point presentation was given to the Commissioners so they could see what the furniture will look like.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that today he would be showing the areas of waiting for the public, the Bar Association room, the Law Library and the storage areas of County Records.  He said that he has been working with Brechbill and Helman to incorporate the jury chairs in the contract.  Mr. Hjermstad stated that there has been a $7,410.00 savings to the County and the contractor has to work this out with the subcontractors.  He said that the total for the Grand Jury is $329,931.61 plus the credit of Brechbill and Helman.  The cost of the furniture does not include Judge Silver’s Office.  President Strauss stated that we are going to be consistent with the furniture so no there will be no pulling in and out when the judges change.  He said that Judge Silver opted to move his furniture and President Strauss stated that he did not have a problem with that but we will need a few odds and ends i.e. bookshelves.  A variety of furniture pictures were presented to the Commissioners along with samples of fabric, shelving and pulls.

President Strauss stated that there are three issues that need action from the Commissioners.  He said that the first issue is for the monument signs.  President Strauss stated that it was unanimously agreed to go with Option 2 at a cost of $36,390.00 for all three signs including the installation.  Commissioner Teufel made a motion to approve the purchase of the monument signs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins and unanimously approved.

The next issue that needed action by the Commissioners was the furniture.  President Strauss stated that the cost of the furniture is at the current amount and will be locked in today.  He said that the only thing outstanding is the furniture for Judge Silver.  The cost of the furniture is $329,931.61.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the quote from Franklin Interiors.  Commissioner Teufel asked if the cost of the furniture would be coming out of the bond.  President Strauss responded by saying yes.  Commissioner Teufel then seconded Commissioner Collins’ motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.

The last issue that needed action by the Commissioners today was for the furniture for Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine.  The cost of Ms. Sine’s furniture is reimbursable.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the furniture for Virginia Sine.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Teufel and unanimously approved.  An executive session is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. regarding personnel issues. 

Approved:__________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President

