Berkeley County Commission Meeting                              June 29, 2006

Present:
Howard L. Strauss, President



Ronald K. Collins, Commissioner



Deborah Hammond, County Administrator



Norwood Bentley, III, Counsel for the Commission

Preston Gooden, Bill Stubblefield, Marsha Kelley, Gwen Campbell, Pamela Swartwood, Gary Collis, Rusty Holland, Pamela Games-Neely, Larry Hines, Gary Holland, Tommy Puffenburger, Steve Aberegg, James Phillips, Randie Lawson, William Teach, Steve Allen, Richard Steerman, K.C. Bohrer, Willie Johnson

Commissioner Steven C. Teufel was absent from today’s meeting.

The Morning Prayer was led by Bill Stubblefield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Preston Gooden.

Re:
Consent Agenda – Approval of Agenda and Purchase Order Log – Discussion/Action



President Strauss read the agenda aloud.  Hearing no requests for additions or changes, Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.



The purchase order log for the weeks of June 20, 2006 and June 26, 2006 were presented to the Commission for their approval.  Commissioner Collins stated that he looked over both purchase order logs and had no questions.  President Strauss also stated that he found nothing questionable.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the purchase order logs for the weeks of June 20, 2006 and June 26, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Re:
Approval of Minutes – Discussion/Action



The minutes of the May 18, 2006 and May 26, 2006 Commission meetings were presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commission Collins stated that he read both sets of minutes and found everything in order.  He then made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2006 and May 26, 2006 Commission meetings.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Re:
Correction of Assessments Log, Apportionment of Assessment Applications and Consolidation of Properties Applications – Assessor’s Office – Discussion/Action



County Assessor Preston Gooden presented the following exonerations to the Commissioners for their approval:

1. Wright, Paul W. – District 07 – Ticket #4471 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,442.31.  Wrong Class, should be Class II.

2. Martin, Janet – District 02 – Ticket #11526 – Amount to be Exonerated $636.01.  Wrong Class, should be Class II.

3. Bivens, Scott – District 01 – Ticket #579 – Amount to be Exonerated $1,005.31.  Wrong Class, should be Class II.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the exonerations as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved. 

Mr. Gooden presented the following correction of assessment applications to the Commission for their approval:

1. Greene, Marvin – Falling Waters District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7213933 – Corrected Tax Amount $1,522.98.  Parcel was not made taxable for 2006.

2. Dawson, Christine Ann – Gerrardstown District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #7006296 – Corrected Tax Amount $717.35.  Real property was transferred and had been left in tax exempt status on land book.

3. Fillinger, James W. – Arden District – Tax Year 2006 – Account #6080126 – Corrected Tax Amount $2,290.99.  Real property was transferred and tax exempt status was left on land book.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the applications for correction of assessment as presented.  

Re:

Board and Commission Meeting Reports

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Historic Landmarks Commission and reported that they discussed the remains of a Civil War soldier.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Water District and reported that it was a normal meeting.

Commissioner Collins attended a GIS Seminar on Tuesday and reported that all of the County’s department heads attended along with representatives from the Water District and the Sewer District.  He stated that we will have the ability to do overlays on our mapping system that will not only save time for County government but also other entities such as the Water District and the Sewer District.  Commissioner Collins stated that he wished that he could take credit for hiring Matthew Mullenex as a Planner; he has done an outstanding job.

Commissioner Collins attended a meeting of the Berkeley County Public Service Sewer District and reported that it was a normal meeting.

President Strauss stated that he has a progress meeting on the Judicial Center tomorrow and will have a report for the Commission next Thursday.  He said that the County Commission has discussed the location of the County Clerk and the needs of the judiciary offices.  President Strauss stated that they spoke with Mr. Small on his needs and made a decision to more than double his space at 110 West King Street.  He said that this will give Voter Registration and the Fiduciary offices to have the option of relocating to 110 West King Street and using 126 West King Street for storage.  President Strauss stated that it will save the County a lot of money by not having to store files off site.  Commissioner Collins stated that it is a logical step for the County to take.  He said that we will be keeping the Courthouse because it would cost the County more if we close it down.  President Strauss stated that 110 West King Street and 126 West King Street are paid for and when the Circuit Clerk moves to the Judicial Center those offices will be available for expansion of the County Clerk’s offices.  He said that the Commission has asked Mr. Small to meet with DMJM and provide a plan on what departments of the County Clerk would be moving to 110 West King Street.

Re:

Board and Commission Vacancies – Discussion/Action

President Strauss stated that a letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce recommending Tim Feltner to the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority.  He said that the County Commission has already filled the vacancy but we could refer the recommendation to the DEP because they will have to make the appointment at this time.

President Strauss stated that an application was received from Violet Rice expressing her interest in serving on the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority.  He said that Commissioner Teufel is absent today and would recommend that the Commission hold off on any action since Commissioner Teufel serves on that Authority.  

President Strauss stated that notice was received from Nan Stevens expressing her interest in being re-appointed to Region 9.  He said that Ms. Stevens has been an excellent member.  Commissioner Collins then made a motion to re-appoint Nan Stevens to Region 9 for another term.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Re:

Commission Calendars – Months of June and July

The updated Commission calendars for the months of June and July were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting: 

1. July 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th, 2006 – The County Commission will hold their regularly scheduled weekly meetings beginning at 9:30 a.m.

2. July 4, 2006 – Independence Day.  The County offices will be closed.

Re:

Board and Commission Calendars – Months of June and July

The updated Board and Commission calendars were presented to the Commissioners for their information.  The following dates were discussed at today’s meeting:

1. July 5, 2006 – The Airport Authority will meet.

2. July 10, 2006 – The Berkeley County Planning Commission will meet.

3. July 10, 2006 – Pan Tran will meet.

4. July 12, 2006 – The Berkeley County Development Authority will meet at the Eastern Regional Airport Terminal. 

5. July 13, 2006 – The Berkeley County Fire Board will meet.

6. July 17, 2006 – The LEPC will meet beginning at 2:30 p.m.

7. July 19, 2006 – The Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority will meet.

8. July 20, 2006 – The Executive Committee of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

9. July 27, 2006 – The full Board of the Berkeley County Emergency Ambulance Authority will meet.

10. July 27, 2006 – The Berkeley County Farmland Protection Board will meet.

Re:

Agreement – Region VII WIB Board – Discussion/Action

The yearly agreement establishing the Region VII Workforce Investment Area Local Elected Official Board was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to sign the agreement.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Re:

Pamela Jean Games-Neely, Prosecuting Attorney



Rusty Holland, Child Advocacy Center



Request for Funding – Discussion/Action

Prosecuting Attorney Pamela Games-Neely and Rusty Holland of the Child Advocacy Center came before the Commission with a funding request.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that the Child Advocacy Center supports children in a safe environment that have been exposed to sexual abuse.  She said that the “System” has never been friendly and the Center is changing all of that.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that the children are interviewed by trained interviewers and the child does not have to be interviewed a dozen times.  She said that she is aware that this has not been a good time of the year for a funding request but the Center really needs the support.  Ms. Games-Neely stated that Jefferson County gave $5,000.00 and if Berkeley County can’t find the funds she would like to transfer $5,000.00 out of one of her budget line items for this important project.  She said that the Center serves the tri-state area.

Mr. Holland stated that he made a presentation to the County Commission during budget time but they weren’t where they wanted to be at that time.  He said that a total of 34 children have been interviewed by them.  Mr. Holland stated that they are located in the Pink House on High Street next to the Senior Services building.  He said that their federal funding went through a change and there is a shortage of funding for victim programs.  

Commissioner Collins stated that he feels that it is a great thing and expressed his appreciation for what they have done with the Pink House.  He said that it is good for the children that have to go through this.  

President Strauss stated that if you take a child through the Prosecutor’s Office or Law Enforcement it would be a very different environment.  He said that the work that the Child Advocacy Center has done is monumental and he wanted to thank the many businesses that contributed to the renovation of the Pink House.  President Strauss stated that he wanted to commend Ms. Games-Neely for wanting to contribute from her budget then asked the Commission to look at the unencumbered fund balance to find the funding requested.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would be in favor of that also.  

President Strauss stated that he would also ask, since the Prosecutor and the County is providing funding, that Mr. Holland provide Ms. Games-Neely and the County Commission with copies of his budget.

Re:

Matthew Mullenex, Planner



Report on Zoning Ordinance Development – Discussion

Matthew Mullenex of the Planning Office came before the County Commission with a report on the Zoning Ordinance development.  Mr. Mullenex stated that the Zoning Advisory Committee and Gannett Fleming, Inc. have been meeting since April of this year to work on the Berkeley County’s draft zoning ordinance.  He said that to date he has been most impressed with the attitudes and commitment the members have displayed as well as with Gannett Fleming’s professionalism and expertise.

Mr. Mullenex stated that the majority of the work completed to this date has been defining different zoning districts and drafting regulation for each said district.  He said that there has also been additional work done on drafting a zoning district map, establishing definitions and general provisions.  Mr. Mullenex stated that the work yet to be completed on the draft zoning ordinance includes supplemental regulations, administration and enforcement, Board of Zoning Appeals, amendments and ordinance provisions plus further work on the draft zoning district map.

Mr. Mullenex stated that the draft zoning district map will not be fully completed until the results from the US Geological Survey study mapping water recharge values is completed on September 1, 2006.  He said that the study and report on zoning, as well as the public meetings and hearings involving the study and report are tentatively scheduled to occur mid to late fall of this year.  Mr. Mullenex stated that the zoning ordinance itself is tentatively scheduled for public meetings and hearings by early winter of this year, while the special election referendum for the zoning ordinance is tentatively scheduled for late winter or early spring of 2007.  

President Strauss stated that we would be able to move ahead in September once the results from the US Geological Survey study are received.  Mr. Mullenex responded by saying yes; all amendments and language will be in place.  Mr. Bentley stated that there are two existing Ordinances.  Mr. Mullenex responded by saying yes and that they have mapped out both of those.  

President Strauss thanked Mr. Mullenex for moving ahead but he would ask him to hold off on a special election.  He said that he feels that the County would be a little premature at this point in time.  President Strauss stated that we also need to be looking at Planning Commission approval and then review and approval from the County Commission. 

Commissioner Collins stated that Mr. Mullenex gave the Commission a great report today.

Re:

Norwood Bentley, III, Attorney at Law



Draft Agreement – Board of Education – Discussion/Action

Mr. Bentley stated that Rich Duell has been out of the office but there has been a preliminary agreement drafted between the County Commission and the Board of Education regarding the usage of deputies as security at the schools.  He said that the agreement will be finished by August; it just needs some fine tuning.

Re:

W. Larry Hines, Candidate

Interview – Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Vacancy – Discussion/Action


W. Larry Hines was invited to come before the County Commission for a brief interview for a possible appointment to the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  Mr. Hines stated that he spent 27 years with the Department of Natural Resources and is familiar with the County and all of the cultural and historical features found here.  


President Strauss stated that he noticed on Mr. Hines’ application that he managed a small vacation rental business and his only question would be if there is a conflict of interest.  Mr. Bentley stated that he didn’t think so.  President Strauss then asked Ms. Hammond if she could tell him the make-up of the Board.  Ms. Hammond stated that three members of the Board are appointed by the County Commission.  She said that there is one position pending for re-appointment and one vacancy.  


Commissioner Collins asked Mr. Hines what he saw as a role for the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  Mr. Hines stated that it is a kind of blend.  He said that his only connection with the Bureau was working with Bob O’Conner; prior to that he said that he had no opinions about it but felt that he could contribute in some fashion.  Commissioner Collins stated that he has had a concern in the past that there is not enough being done to promote the events such as the Apple Harvest Festival.  He then asked Mr. Hines what he felt the Bureau could do if they did get involved in the Festival.  Mr. Hines stated that he had no solid recommendations for the Commission but that he had heard that a number of times.


Both President Strauss and Commissioner Collins thanked Mr. Hines for coming in today.

Re:

Gary Nouse



Thompson Distribution, Inc.



Request for Franchise Agreement – Discussion/Action

Gary Nouse of Thompson Distribution, Inc. out of Boonsboro, Maryland came before the Commission with a request for a franchise agreement.  President Strauss stated that he spoke with J. Randall Thompson, President and CEO of Thompson Distribution about the agreement.  He said that the County Commission can go through the public hearing process on some franchises but other franchises have to go through the Public Service Commission and are out of the hands of the County Commission.  President Strauss stated that the County Commission needs to verify through legal counsel if the Commission has the authority.  Mr. Bentley stated that the County is authorized to grant franchises for the gas industry.  President Strauss stated that in his conversation with Mr. Thompson he is requesting an exclusive franchise.  He said that he understands that Thompson Distribution wants to invest in the County but it would be a non-exclusive franchise.

Mr. Nouse stated that we are not saying that another gas company can’t do business in Berkeley County.  He said that the franchise would allow for a gas facility and the ability to move that gas for miles from the central facility.  Mr. Nouse said that basically there will be a large storage tank.  He said that Thompson Distribution is only one of a few companies doing this.  Mr. Nouse stated that they are getting calls from customers that can’t get natural gas.  He said that if they invest in this they would basically be a central supplier.

Mr. Bentley suggested that the Commission schedule a meeting with Mr. Thompson and sit down to see the plans, financials and capital.  He said that we wouldn’t want to slam the door before Thompson Distribution has the chance to sit down with the Commission.  President Strauss agreed.

Re:

Steve Aberegg, Engineering

Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Stormwater Management Facilities – J. Douglas Bayer and Pebble Ridge, Phase 3, Section 5 – Discussion/Action


Steve Aberegg of the Engineering Office came before the County to present two Inspection and Maintenance Agreements of Private Stormwater Management Facilities.  The first Agreement was for Whitmore Homes, Pebble Ridge, Phase 3, Section 5.  The second Agreement was for Bayer Development Co., LLC, J. Douglas Bayer.  


Mr. Bentley stated that the Agreement for Mr. Bayer did not specify what property the Agreement was regarding.  Mr. Aberegg stated that the property is Pikeside Meadows, Section E.  Mr. Bentley stated that he did not have a problem with the Agreement if the property name is inserted.


President Strauss stated that the County does not charge a fee for grading inspections nor are they included in the costs of the permit.  Ms. Hammond stated that the issue will be coming before the Commission in July regarding reimbursement from the State of West Virginia.  President Strauss stated that if we do the work then we need to be reimbursed.


Commissioner Collins informed Mr. Aberegg that on Pebble Drive, behind 4 Corners, the stormwater is going into the street and not into the pond.  He said that he wanted Mr. Aberegg to be aware of the situation.


Commissioner Collins then made a motion to approve the two Agreements, and the insertion of the property name for Mr. Bayer, as presented today.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Re:

Tom Puffenburger, Facilities



Surplus Sale Listing – July Surplus Sale – Discussion/Action

Tom Puffenburger of the County’s Facilities Department came before the County Commissioners to provide them with a listing of the surplus items that will be auctioned on July 15, 2006.  Mr. Puffenburger stated that the Auctioneer will be doing the advertising for the event.  President Strauss stated that it wouldn’t hurt if the County would do another block advertisement regarding the Sale.

Mr. Puffenburger stated that out of the many vehicles that will be auctioned off on July 15, 2006, the military 6x6 has a blown motor and he could not find a title to the vehicle or the VIN number.  Commissioner Collins stated that the vehicle can be sold as salvage.  He said that when he reviewed the list of items he did not see the three pickups from Law Enforcement.  Mr. Puffenburger stated that the Sheriff informed him that he had to keep those vehicles for a certain amount of time before they can be released.  Commissioner Collins stated that he would check with the Sheriff regarding those pickups.  He then made a motion to declare the items presented today as surplus so they can be sold.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

President Strauss stated that recently we experienced a torrential downpour of rain.  He asked Mr. Puffenburger if the County buildings experienced any leaks.  Mr. Puffenburger stated that the roofing company was here yesterday; there were 8 or 9 leaks as a result of the recent rains.

Re:

Mike Ball, Clean Air Task Force Director



Clean Air Task Force Work Plan – Discussion/Action

Mike Ball, Director of the Clean Air Task Force, came before the County Commission with their work plan.  Mr. Ball stated that the semi-annual report was sent to the EPA yesterday.  He said that they have seven controlled measures that they are working on.  Mr. Ball stated that there must be a public outreach plan and they have talked with local teachers, they visited Camp Frame last Monday and in July they will be speaking at the Chamber of Commerce Sunrise Breakfast.  He said that they give general information on what we can do to keep from being affected and what to do to prevent air pollution.

Mr. Ball stated that the anti-idling control measure was brought up at their last meeting and City Manager Mark Baldwin took the information that he received at the meeting and drafted a policy for the City of Martinsburg.  He said that, hopefully, the County will do the same.  Mr. Ball stated that they focus on clean air and clean air issues.  He said that the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has been very helpful with information.  Mr. Ball stated that the trucking companies do not have a policy on idling and when he spoke with representatives of the trucking industry they were not aware.  

Mr. Ball stated that since May 1, 2006 Berkeley County has had one Code Orange day, fifty-five Code Green days and eleven Code Yellow days.  He said that, overall, the air quality is good.  Mr. Ball stated that it will take a lot of hard work to improve the air quality in our area.  

President Strauss stated that Berkeley County, Morgan County and Jefferson County are working together on this issue and we have already been billed for this year.  He asked Mr. Ball to prepare a statement in January to present to the County Commission.  

President Strauss stated that when we have a Code Yellow or Code Orange day the public should be alerted.  He suggested that Mr. Ball talk with the media regarding how these Codes can be gotten out to the public.  Mr. Ball stated that he has talked with WRNR Radio and Prettyman Broadcasting but they have not gotten back to him.

Re:

James Phillips and Randie Lawson, Apple Valley Waste Service, Inc.



William Teach, County Engineer



Building Permit Process for New Office – Discussion/Action

James Phillips and Randie Lawson of Apple Valley Waste Service, Inc. came before the County Commission regarding a building permit for their new office and a request for that permit to be expedited.

William Teach, County Engineer, approached the bench and stated that permits being issued from his office are now taking between four and five weeks.  President Strauss stated that the Commission has had a number of these requests but, during the summer months, four to five weeks is pretty good.  He asked Mr. Teach when Mr. Phillips and Mr. Lawson made the application.  Mr. Teach stated that it was the latter part of last week or the early part of this week.  

President Strauss stated that the Commission is hesitant to expedite any building permit because each person should have the same quality care not to mention that it is putting the Commission in a bad situation.  He said that his position is whatever it takes i.e. additional staffing or other ways to improve the Engineering Office.  President Strauss stated that it will cost but people will be willing to pay to speed up time.

Commissioner Collins stated that he had a meeting with the Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association.  He said that there is technology available that will help us proceed in that area.  Commissioner Collins stated that there are several different things that can be done.  He said that the inspectors can enter information while in the field; now they have to return to the office to do their paperwork.  Commissioner Collins stated that the inspectors can spend more time out in the field.

Mr. Lawson stated that they are asking for the permit to set up a temporary office trailer.  President Strauss stated that the review on an office trailer is not that difficult; it’s not like a house.  

Re:

Deborah Hammond, County Administrator

Hiring Recommendations and Changes in Status Actions – Discussion/Action

Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Discussion/Action

Change Order Proposals – Judicial Center Project – Discussion/Action

Draft Animal Control Agreement – Fiscal Year 2006-2007 – Discussion/Action

Annual Agreement – Worthless Check Program – Discussion/Action

Annual Agreement – County Web-master – Discussion/Action

Presentation of Plaque – Discussion/Action

Draft RFP – Architectural/Engineering Services – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – County Commissioner’s Association of West Virginia – Discussion/Action

Cancelled Check Order – County Clerk’s Finance Office – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – Department of Health and Human Resources – LCS North Mountain Landfill – Discussion/Action

Grant Award Agreements – Department of Agriculture – 4-H Facilities Improvements – Discussion/Action

Correspondence – County Clerk’s Office – Election Equipment – Discussion/Action


County Administrator Deborah Hammond presented the following issues to the County Commissioners for their discussion and/or action:

1. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Larry Light informing the Commission of his resignation effective June 30, 2006.  Mr. Light held the position of Chief Animal Control Officer.  Ms. Hammond stated that the position has been posted and she and Human Resources Director Alan Davis will alternate days at the Animal Control Facility.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Light effective June 30, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

2. Resignation – Notice was received from the Circuit Clerk’s office of the resignation of Tammy Burcham effective June 23, 2006.  Ms. Burcham held the position of Deputy Clerk.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Tammy Burcham effective June 23, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

3. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith of the resignation of Deputy Robbie Dick effective July 3, 2006.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of Robbie Dick effective July 3, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

4. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith of the resignation of Deputy G. W. Bradshaw effective June 30, 2006.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of G. W. Bradshaw effective June 30, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

5. Resignation – A memorandum was received from Sheriff W. Randy Smith of the resignation of Corporal W. D. Christian effective June 30, 2006.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to accept the resignation of W. D. Christian effective June 30, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

6. Hiring Recommendation – A memorandum was received from Circuit Clerk Virginia Sine requesting approval to reclassify Mary Snow from a part time employee to a full time Deputy Clerk at a salary of $20,295.00 per year.  President Strauss stated that it would be okay if the Circuit Clerk went though the advertising and interview procedures.  Ms. Hammond stated that the position was advertised and the other steps will be provided to the Commission.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Circuit Clerk to reclassify Mary Snow from a part time employee to a full time Deputy Clerk effective July 1, 2006.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

7. Nuisance Appeal Board Reports – Ms. Hammond stated that there has been a case that has been returned to the Nuisance Appeal Board.  She said that Animal Control could not adopt out the two dogs belonging to Douglas Scheufele and further recommendations are needed.  The second appeal case was held on June 23, 2006 and Carolyn Bishop, Chair of the Nuisance Appeal Board stated that according to the Vicious Dog Ordinance the Board is permitted to use the term dangerous or the term vicious.  A definition of the word dangerous was included in the report and they believed that the definition most aptly describes both dogs and they should be dealt with as stated in Section D of the Ordinance.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Board.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

8. Nuisance Appeal Report Follow-up – Ms. Hammond stated that an appeal was heard by the Board regarding a dog by the name of Elvis.  Originally, the owners were to move to Florida and now they are not.  She said that the Board had a follow-up meeting and found that the owners are moving to Hedgesville, WV and they are recommending that Elvis be returned to the owners.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Board.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

9. Change Order Proposals – Ms. Hammond stated that there are no change order proposals this week.

10. Draft Animal Control Agreement – The draft Animal Control Agreement between the City of Martinsburg and the County Commission was presented to the Commissioners.  Ms. Hammond stated that there are no bottom line figures until the County Commission is in agreement.  She said that Capital Outlay expense is seeing increases in the budget.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission has always billed for the cost of our two lowest paid animal control officers.  She said that the County has also purchased two new vehicles and has placed a bid for two more.  The bottom line figure for fiscal year 2006-2007 is $97,680.00.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Agreement.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.  

11. Annual Worthless Check Program Agreement – The draft Worthless Check Program Agreement was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The Agreement is between the County Commission and the Administrative Office of the Courts of the State of West Virginia.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Agreement.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

12. Annual County Web-master Agreement – The draft County Web-master Agreement was presented to the Commissioners for their approval.  The Agreement mirrors last year’s agreement.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

13. Draft RFP-Architectural/Engineering Services – The draft RFP for architectural/engineering services was presented to the Commission for their approval.  President Strauss stated that the County is currently using Dick Klein from Alpha Associates.  He said that this will eliminate the need for RFPs on every project that is needed.  President Strauss stated that we will need a firm to look at the future space needs for Emergency Services.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the RFP as presented.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

14. Correspondence-County Commissioners’ Association of West Virginia – A letter was received from the County Commissioners’ Association regarding the 911 wireless fees applied to prepaid cell phone services.  Ms. Hammond stated that they are requesting a response from the Commission.  She said that if the Commission wants to respond she would be happy to forward that response to them.  There has been a settlement in the case.  President Strauss stated that, by signing the correspondence expressing that we agree the 911 Council will represent us.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to agree with the issue and forward the response to the Association.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

15. Cancelled Check Order – A cancelled check order was presented to the Commission for their approval.  If approved, the order will cancel check #022139 in the amount of $3,632.00 issued to Terminix.  This was a duplicate payment.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the cancelled check order.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

16. North Mountain Landfill – Ms. Hammond stated that she was pleased to report that the Department of Health and Human Resources in Charleston, WV has agreed to keep the Landfill open through June, 30, 2006.

17. Grant Award Agreements-Department of Agriculture-4-H Facilities Improvements – Ms. Hammond stated that the County Commission has to be the depository of the funds that were granted through the Department of Agriculture for the 4-H Facilities improvements.  Two grants were approved, one in the amount of $5,000.00 and one in the amount of $10,000.00.  Ms. Hammond stated that the correspondence came to the Commission with incorrect information regarding the name of the current President of the Commission.  She said that she verified with them the correct information and they advised us to just cross through the incorrect information and update the correspondence with the correct information.  Commissioner Collins made a motion to authorize the President to sign the document.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

18. Correspondence-County Clerk’s Office-Election Equipment – A letter was received from County Clerk John W. Small, Jr. regarding election equipment.  Ms. Hammond stated that the Commission may wish to meet with Mr. Small regarding the issue.  President Strauss stated that he would like the issue placed on the Commission agenda.  He said that the public reaction is very favorable with the new touch screen equipment.

19. Presentation of Plaque – Captain K. C. Bohrer notified the County Commission in June that he would be retiring from his position with the Berkeley County Sheriff’s Department effective July 1, 2006.  A plaque was presented to Captain Bohrer by the Berkeley County Commission that reflected his years of service.  President Strauss read the plaque aloud.  Richard Steerman, also a retired Deputy from Law Enforcement spoke of when Captain Bohrer was hired and how dedicated he was throughout his tenure with the County.  He said that there was no one more dedicated to his job than Captain Bohrer.  Deputy Harman was also present and stated that he grew up with Captain Bohrer in the Department and said that he was a good friend and had taught him a lot.  President Strauss stated that we all have had the opportunity to work with Captain Bohrer and said that it has been an honor.  Commissioner Collins stated that he has known Captain Bohrer for a long time and considers him a good friend.  He said that he has been a great asset to Berkeley County and our Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Collins stated that it was very sad to see an officer of his caliber retire.  He said that he would challenge the Department to look up to Captain Bohrer as an example and he would like to wish him well.  Captain Bohrer stated that it has been a lot of years and felt that it was a privilege to work in Berkeley County but he was offered another opportunity.  He said that it is an honor to receive the plaque.  Mr. Bentley stated that he had the opportunity to work with Captain Bohrer more than once in the early days and a lot more since he has become the County’s Attorney.  He said that he has always been honest, professional and a credit to this County.

Re:

Items from the Public

OES Director Steve Allen came before the County Commission under “Items from the Public” to provide an update to the Commissioners regarding the recent heavy rains.  Mr. Allen stated that Berkeley County was very fortunate and no one was displaced.  He said that Baxter Road, the Grapevine Road and the Douglas Grove Road were closed but they are now open.  Mr. Allen stated that they were contacted and OES agreed to accept evacuees from Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania but at this time we are not needed.  Everything is secure at this time.

Commissioner Collins thanked Mr. Allen for coming in and providing the Commission with the report.

Re:

Executive Session – Personnel

At 12:36 p.m. Commissioner Collins made a motion to go into executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

At 1:18 p.m. Commissioner Collins made a motion to go out of executive session for personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

During the executive session for personnel issues, no decisions were made and no action was taken.

Re:

Recess

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess today’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by President Strauss and approved.

Approved:_____________________________________



Howard L. Strauss, President        

            

